Print Makers'

Exhibition
Organiser: Shilpangan
Venue: Shilpangan
Gallery, H 26, Rd 3,
Dhanmondi

Date: December 25-
January 8

Time: 12pm-8pm

/_ﬁ't? s & Entertdinment

DHAKA SATURDAY DECEMBER 27, 2008 Culture@thedailystar.net

Congress

Cartoon Exhibition

Title: Cartoon from 1971
and South Aslan Cartoon -

Organiser: Himal, South
Asla-Drik and Unmodal}rlt
Venue: Drik Gallery, H

Rd 15A (new), Dhlnmundl
Date: Decomber 22-28
Time: 3pm-8pm

Ry Prabanda
fram New Ngud

Musical Soiree
Organiser: Srijon
Venue: Poet Sufia
Kamal Auditorium,
National Museum,
Shahbag

Date:; December 27
Timae: 6:05pm

Dhanmondl
Time: 5pm

Film Screening
Film: The Scariet Flower

Organiser: Children's
Fiim Sodiety and RCSC
Venue: Audiorium,
RCSC, H510,Rd 7,

Date: December 27
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Kingbodonti A musical tribute Eartha Kitt, a seducer of audiences, dies at 81

to Sanjeeb Chowdhury

4

Artiste lla Majumdar and Sanjeeb Chowdhury's daughter Kingbodonti launch the album.
Also seen in the photo are Sanjeeb's widow Shilpi Chowdhury (right-first row), Bappa
Majumdar (centre) and Shankar Shawjal.
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“Tui jearnar mon munia
Kingbodontichanderkona
Buker bhitor lukiyeachhish
Chirokaalerchirochena...”

--- A song by the late artiste-
musician-journalist Sanjeeb
Chowdhury for his daughter
Kingbodonti
“Kingbadont,”
awaited album featuring the
P Sd e recorded by Sanjeeb
Chowdhtiry, was launched on
December 25, The album,
which is named after the hive-
vear-old daughter of the late

the much-

artiste, is a tribute to the mem-
oryofSanjeeb Chowdhury.
The alb
at the seminar hall of Central
Public Library. The album
features two popular bands of
the country, Dalchhut (Sanjib
Chowdhury was one of the

um launch was held
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founder members of the
band) and Souls.

Media personality Shankar
Shawjal; renowned classical
artiste Ila Majumdar; popular
artiste and Sanjeeb
Chowdhury's band-mate
Bappa Majumdar; Sanjeeb’s
widow Shilpi Chowdhury; and
keyboardist Masum of the band
souls, among others, were
presentat the programme. Rage
Records hasreleased the album.

“Even afterayear, itisstullnot
easy for us to get over Sanjeeb's
untimely demise. However, this
is a joyous occasion. This album
is something that we all wanted
dearly; thisis actually an expres-
sion of our love for Sanjeeb. We
are glad to be able to release this
album on his birthday.” Bappa
Majumdar said on the occasion.

On behalf of the band Souls,
Masum said, “We have been
working on this album forabout
a year. As Partha (The lead
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vocalist of the band) rightly puts
it, 'there was a tremendous
emotional attachment to the
album fromall of us."

Apart from the title song
"Kingbodonti,” six songs
featured in the album are
adaptations of poems written
by the deceased artiste. The
poems found in
Sanjeeb's journal after his
death. Dalchhut and Souls
have composed the songs. The
songs titled/"Jalkumari,”

WEre

"Biponno nogorey” and
“Porey cigarette” have been
recorded by Souls, while

Dalchhut has recorded songs
titled “Tinjon,” “Achin
brikkho” and “Tinjon-2".

The event concluded with
an announcement from Rage
records that the proceeds
from sales of the album will go
to Kingbodonti's personal
account.
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Eartha Kitt, who purred and pounced
her way across Broadway stages,
recording studios and movie and
television screens in a show-business
career that lasted more than six
decades, died on Christmas Day. She
was 81 and lived in Connecticut.

The cause was colon cancer, said
her long-time publicist, Andrew E.
Freedman,

Kitt, who began performing in the
late '40s as a dancer in New York,
went on to achieve success and
acclaim in a variety of mediums long
before other entertainment
multitaskers like Julie Andrews,
Barbra Streisand and Bette Midler.

With her curvaceous frame and
unabashed vocal come-ons, she was
also, along with Lena Horne, among
the first widely known African-
American sex symbols. Orson Welles
famously proclaimed her “the most
exciting woman alive” in the early '50s,
apparently after a performance of
“Time Runs,” an adaptation of “Faust”
in which Kitt played Helen of Troy.

In 1953 Kitt recorded her biggest
hit, “Santa Baby,” whose precise,
come-hither diction and vaguely
foreign inflections (Kitt spoke four
languages and sang in seven) proved
that a vocal sizzle could be just as
powerful as abonfire.

Her singing style would later be
the template for other singers with
pillow-talky voices like Diana Ross
(who has said she patterned her
Supremes sound and look largely
after Kitt), Janet Jackson and
Madonna (who recorded a cover
versionof“Santa Baby” in 1987)

Bill

She was married to
MDgHRN, dta) cotala devslyiic
fromh ¥ To 1966, tht: o

Kitt Shapiro, survives her, as do two
grandchildren.

From practically the beginning of
her career, as critics gushed over Kitt,
they also began to describe her in
every feline term imaginable: her
voice “purred” or “was like catnip”;
she was a “sex kitten” who “slinked”
or was “on the prowl” across the

said to have had “nine lives.”
Appropriately, she was tapped to play
Catwoman in the 1960s TV series
“Batman,” taking over the role from
the leggier, lynxlike Julie Newmar
and bringing to it a more feral, com-
pactenergy.
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She also played serious roles,
appearing in the films “The Mark of
the Hawk” with Sidney Poitier (1957)

and "Anna Lucasta” (1959) with
Sammy Dawis Jr. She made numerous
television appearances, including a
guest spot on “I Spy” in 1965, which
brought her the first Emmy nomina-

drew on the hardship of her early life.
She was born Eartha Mae Keith in
South Carolina on January 17, 1927, a
date she did not know until about 10
years ago, when she challenged
students at Benedict College in
Columbia, South Carolina, to find
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her birth certificate, and they did.
She was the illegitimate child of a
black Cherokee sharecropper
mother and a white man about
whom Kitt knew little. She worked in
cotton fields and lived with a black
family who, she said, abused her
because she looked too white.

Bian

piano and dance lessons, a pattern of
abuse developed there as well. By her
early teenage years she was working
in a factory and sleeping in subways
and on the roofs of unlocked build-
ings. She would later become an
advocate, through Unicef, on behalf
ofhomeless children.

Her show-business break came on
a lark, when a friend dared her to
audition for the Katherine Dunham
Dance Company. She passed the
audition and permanently escaped
the cycle of poverty and abuse that
defined her life till then.

But she took the steeliness with
her, in a wilful, outspoken manner
that mostly served her career, except
once. In 1968 she was invited to a
White House luncheon and was
asked by Lady Bird Johnson about
the Vietnam War. She replied: “You
send the best of this country off to be
shot and maimed. No wonder the
kids rebel and take pot.” The remark
reportedly caused Mrs. Johnson to
burst into tears and led to a derail-
mentin Kitt's career.

As bookings dried up, she was
exiled in Europe for almost a decade.
But President Jimmy Carter invited
her back to the White House in 1978,
and that year she earned her first Tony
nomination for her work in “Timbuk-
tu!,” an all-black remake of “Kismet.”

She earned a Grammy nomination
for “Back in Business,” a collection of
cabaretsongsreleasedin 1994.

As Kitt began the sixth decade of
her career, she was still active. In 2000
she received her second Tony nomi-
nation, for best featured actress in a
musical in “The Wild Party.”

Lut info children’ - N
gratitrirfy; she ™ Woh* two Dm' )
Emmy Awards, this year and in 2007,
as outstanding performer in an ani-
mated programme for her role as the
scheming empress-wannabe Yzma in
“The Emperor’'s New School.”

“I'madirtperson,” she told Ebony
magazine in 1993. “I trust the dirt. |
don't trustdiamonds and gold.”

stage, sometimes “flashing her tion. At 8 she was sent to live in Harlem
claws.” Her career has often been For these performancesKitt likely ~with an aunt. Though she was given Compiled by Cultural Comespondent
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