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Poll spending started
,well before campaign

TIB finds 142 candidates spent nearly Tk 3

lakh each before campaign

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

January 22 last year, said TIB Trustee

Asmany as 142 candidates from 40 constit-
uencies spent on average about Tk 3.04
lakh each for campaigns before election-
eering was allowed as per electoral laws,
says Transparency International

Bangladesh (TIB).

The candidates from Awami League,
BNP and Jamaat along with independent
ones had already spent about Tk 4.32
crore by the time campaigning was
allowed 21 days before the national elec-

uon.

However, this tendency is less this year
compared to the cancelled election of

Unity yesterday.

Board Chairman Prof Muzaffer Ahmad at
a press conference at Dhaka Reporters

Prof Muzaffer said the reduction in
illegal expenditure was possible thanks to
some stern measures taken by the

Election Commission (EC).
He said the candidates spent money

illegally by inventing new processes and
violating the electoral code of conduct in
ways very difficult to identify.

According to the Representation of
People Ordinance (RPO), a candidate can
spend highest Tk 15 lakh for campaign
and is not eligible to start campaigning
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before 21 days of election.

The Bangladesh chapter of
Transparency International organised
the press conference to publish its first
survey report on the ninth parliamentary
election. The report was prepared based
on campaigns in 40 constituencies

including 15in Dhaka.
TIB will publish two more reports alter

the December 29 election.
Shahzada M Akram of TIB presented

the survey report, which covered the time
span from Eid-ul-Fitr to December 11, the

last day for withdrawal of nominations.
The report says there are candidates
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No threat of
organised
attack on 2

leaders: IGP

security measures
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Inspector General of Police

Hasinaand Khaleda Zia.

emergency meetingon lawand

order at the home ministry.
The meeting was con-

Chairperson Khaleda Zia in a
nearby place on Tuesday.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

3t

ECOND EDITION

Plus Rising Stars

|
|

PHILIPS

O DIAITA

TRANSTEC

~_—

Customer Care Center:
BAs53868-A, 01712 868483

26 CHANGHONG

+ JULFIKAR ALl MANIK
(IGP) NurMohammad yester- .

day ruled out any threat of :
organised attack on Sheikh .
* bomb in Comilla is another
‘There is no strong or .
authentic base of it,” he told an
. outfit would not be able soon
‘o organise again after the
. execution oftheirkeyleaders
vened following the recovery ;
of grenades and arrest of .
suspected JMB cadres in ;

Chandina of Comilla district : Jama'atul |
after the election rally of BNP ; Bangladesh were organising

. again under the leadership of
- Maulana Saidur Rahman, the

SEE PAGE 15 coL 3 - outfit's newameer after Abdur
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Mirpur ammo
led to Comilla raid

Gout pledges highest :
- Ex-Habiganj Jamaat ameer leading JMB revival

Tuesday's busting of two J]MB
operatives with grenades and

blow at the law enforcers who
had a feeling that the militant

To their utter dismay, the
law enforcers came to know
how the operatives of
Mujahideen

Maulana Saidur Rahman

Rahman's execution in March
lastyear.

The recovery of grenades
and bomb and arrest of Aiyub
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selzure

Ansari alias Masud and Abdul
Alim alias Nayeem was the
outcome of an intelligence
move based on information
disclosed by recently arrested
JMB operatives Mohammad
Hanif and Rafiqul Islam,
officials of Rapid Action

Battalion (Rab) said.
Investigators also came to
know from other JMB opera-
tives arrested at different
times that Saidur is hiding
somewhere in the countryand
leading the regrouping move

as the outfit's chief
Intelligence officials have
SEE PAGE 6 COL 1
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An avenue
all abuzz
with polls

ARUN DEVNATH

A poverty-free Bangladesh
is the centrepiece of the
election agenda by the two
major parties. Both make
a common refrain in
speeches -- they are
pledge-bound to lift the

pooroutof poverty.
The two former prime

ministers, Khaleda Ziaand
Sheikh Hasina, promise to
repair the ruined lives.
Their activists take the

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

No question of
polls boycott

Says Khaleda amid assassination claim

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia yesterday
ruled out any possibility of pulling out of

the December 29 election race.

"We shall surely contest the
December 29 parliamentary polls. |
believe that BNP and its allies will form
the next government getting people's

mandate as we did in the last election.”
Khaleda Zia said while addressing a rally on the Pilot High

School ground in her home district Feni.
The former premier also alleged that a conspiracy is being

hatched to keep the BNP-led four-party alliance out of the next

election.

Terming Awami League 'traitor’, the BNP chief alleged, "They
want (o go to power as a 'puppet government' handing over the

country's sovereignty to another.”

Khaleda also cautioned the caretaker government and the
Election Commission against any bias towards a certain quarter.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

The lake in Jahangirnagar University

Bangladesh this winter.

Is always a favourite destination for migratory birds, which have started coming to

Community hospital
for every 6,000

Pledges Hasina to northern voters

HASAN JAHID TUSHER from Dlﬂﬂjﬂur §.74

Awami League (AL) President Sheikh
Hasina yesterday promised to voters of
the northern districts that if her grand _
electoral alliance is voted to power, her 8
government will establish a hospital for B S
every 6,000 residents of the region. ‘* W

During her campaign tour of the '
northern districts, she also pledged food
security, creation of jobs, bringing down prices of essentials
within the reach of the people, and making education free up to
thelevel of the bachelor's degree, if voted to power.

At a street rally in Sirajganj, Hasina introduced to the crowd

Jannat Ara Henry Talukder, grand alliance nominee in Sirajganj-2.
At a rally in Dinajpur, she introduced to the crowd the grand

alliance nominees in the district and sought votes for them.
The AL chief pledged, if voted to power she will turn Dinajpur

Stadium into a stadium of international standard, mordernise
Hilli land port, turn Dinajpur Medical College Hospital into a 500
SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

Tac winds up

activities Dec
31 with its job
incomplete

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Truth and Accountability
Commission (Tac) is going to
wind up its activities on
December 31 although much
of its work remains incom-
plete.

Meanwhile, 30 graft
accused who have applied to
the Tac for making voluntary
disclosure did not appear
while the commission com-
pleted hearing of the graft-
accused on December 23.

Sources in the Tac said the
graft accused did not appear
before the commission in the
wake of High Court (HC) order
that declared the formation
and operation of Tac illegal
and unconstitutional.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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EC backtracks on

poll debate plan

Khaleda, Hasina too busy for that

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Voters will not see the top two rival political figures of the coun-
try face to face in an electoral debate after all, as the Election
Commission (EC) scrapped its plan for arranging the debate due
to their hectic electoral campaign schedules, although the com-
mission had everything ready forit.

"Despite all preparations, we can't arrange the electoral
debate as the two leaders are too busy," Election Commissioner
Brig Gen (retd) M Sakhawat Hossain, who made all the arrange-
ments for the debate for the first time in the country's election
history, told The Daily Star yesterday.

The election commissioner had several meetings with senior
officials of Bangladesh Television (BTV), BBC World Service
Trust, and the UK's Department of International Development
(DFID), and completed all preparations.

He also communicated with senior political leaders, who are
close to the two top leaders leading the two major electoral
alliances, and discussed the commission's plan with them.

But the alliances’ responses were not satisfactory enough,
prompting the commission to scrap the plan altogether, sources said.

SEE PAGE 15 COL S

POLLS EXPENSE

Saydee looks
for voluntary
contributions

M ABUL KALAM AZAD

More than a half of the elec-
tion campaign fund of Jamaat-
e-Islami Bangladesh central
leader, Delwar Hossain
Saydee, is coming from 'vol-
untary contributions' of 44
persons, according to his
wealth statement submitted
to the Election Commission
(EC).

The donors hail from
Pirojpur, Dhaka, Barisal and
Khulna.

Saydee, who is contesting
in the parliamentary election
In Pirojpur-1 constituency,
disclosed that he will spend Tk
10.1 lakh for his campaign, Tk

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

Public holiday
on Dec 29

UNB, Dhaka

The government has
announced December 29
public holiday to enable all to
cast their votes in the national
electionsinaholiday mood.

“The day has been declared
holiday so that all officials and
employees of government,
semi-government, autono-
mous and private organisa-
tions, and teachers and
employees of government and
non-government educational
Institutions can cast their
votes,” an official announce-
mentsaid yesterday.

Besides, public holiday has
also been announced for such
institutions in Noakhali-1
constituency on January 12,
the rescheduled date for JS
polls there.

The polling for the seat was
put off following the death of
Ganotantri Party chief and
grand alliance's candidate

NurulIslam.

33-member
NDI team to
monitor polls

UNB, Dhaka

A 33-member delegation of
the Washington-based
National Democratic Institute
(NDI) arrives in Dhaka shortly
for monitoring the crucial
December 29 parliamentary
elections.

The delegation is co-led by
former US ambassador to
Bangladesh Howard B
Schaffer and former member
of parliament and ex-leader of
the New Democratic Party of
Canada Audrey McLaughlin,
an NDI announcement said in
Dhaka yesterday.

It said the delegation
includes political and civic
leaders, regional and election
experts, media specialists and
human rights activists from 10
countries in Asia, Europe and
North America.

Larry Garber, former direc-
tor of US Agency for
international Development
(USAID) mission for West
Bank/Gaza, and Peter

SEE PAGE 15 COL 5
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The Election Commission
(EC) has warned Speaker
Jamiruddin Sircar and 12
other parliamentary contend-
ers for violation of electoral
code of conduct in their elec-
tioneering.

The commission will take
actions as per law if they violate
the code of conduct further, EC
sources said yesterday.

The 12 others include
Bikalpadhara Bangladesh
Secretary General Maj (retd)
Abdul Mannan, and five from
BNP and two from Awami
League.

Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) ATM
Shamsul Huda talked to Sircar,
who is BNP-led four-party
candidate, over telephone and
asked him to abide by the
electoral code of conduct. And

the EC Secretariat sent written

POLL CODE VIOLATION
Sircar among 13

candidates warned

Jamiruddin Sircar

warning to others through the

returning officers concerned.
Asked whether the speaker
violated the code of conduct
by engaging his official staffs
in uniform in an election rally
on Sunday in his constituency
in Panchagarh, the CEC said
he violated the code. It was
however aminorviolation.
Huda replied in the nega-
tive when asked if the EC
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

L active again as secretaries

PUBLIC SERVANTS
Retirement age
extension
proposed

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Secretary committee on
administrative development
affairs is preparing to submit
the final draft to the next
meeting of the council of
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advisers on Sunday, proposing
extension of service age of the
public servants,

A public servant, as per the
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With another such attempt
initiated by a group of top
bureaucrats went futile in
August, they have become
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would be the ultimate benefi-
claries if the government
approves the proposal, |
sources in the administration |

said,
They said the administra-
tion would be rife with huge
SEE PAGE 15 COL 2
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