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PoIIs fever
too intense

ARUN DI VNATH for
Star Online

Walk down any road in the
capital -- quiet or busy --
and you can feel the tide of
emotions over the year-

end elections runs deep.
On a Dhaka morning,

dulled by winter, one thing
emerges urgent for a
nation that is in love with
politics: election cam-
paigns.

As time is munning out
fast for the campaigners,
hundreds of thousands of
people in different groups
find themselves on the
campaign trail. They
ratchet up house-to-
house visits, seeking vote
for their candidates.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 3

No waving

y at crowds

Hasina warned
over security
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law enforcement agencies
yesterday suggested that
Awami League (AL) President
Sheikh Hasina should not
wave at crowds as she gets on
her vehicle during election
campaign tours.

They say that her waving
encourages the crowd to wave
back and this puts security

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4
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Foreigner spilled the beans

3t

Afraid of safety, he detailed in Singapore Koko's bribery scam

JULFIKAR ALI MANIK and
MD HASAN

A foreign national volunteered
the information the Anti-
Corruption Commission
(ACC) needed to get at bribery
involving BNP Chief Khaleda
Zia's younger son Arafat
Rahman Koko, said ACC

sources.
In a five-page statement, he

said he would aid the anti-
graft body in its probe on
condition that his identity
would be kept secret and

safety ensured.
Introducing himself as "a

chartered secretary...married
with two children”, he also said
he would not come to
Bangladesh to testify against

anyone for fearof reprisal.
On this understanding, the
ACC sent an official to
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Koko not
alone

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Four others including former
shipping minister and late
BNP leader Akbar Hossain's
son [smail Hossain Simon are
likely to be charged along with
Arafat Rahman Koko in the

SEE PAGE 6 COL 6

Vote for 4-party

to save Islam
Khaleda tells Sylhet rallies

STAR REPORT

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia yes-
terday urged voters to 'save Islam
and the country' by voting for BNP-
led four-party alliance nominees in
the December 29 parliamentary

election.

During her second round of election-
eeringin Sylhet, the former premier also

SEEPAGE 6 COL 1

Siemens scam

INTERNATIONAL HERALD
TRIBUNE, Munich

Reinhard Siekaczek was half
asleep in bed when his door-
bell rang early one mormning
lWYEﬂISﬂgD.

Still in his pajamas, he
peeked out his bedroom
window, hurried downstairs
and opéned the front door.
Standing before him in the
cool, crisp dark were six
German police officers and a
prosecutor, They held a war-
rant for his arrest.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

ECOND E

ar

Plus Star Lifestyle

O DIGITAL

EDITION
PHILIPS TRANSTEC

e i CHANGHONG

Mres [ oesryemr

e POUSHY,1415BS & ZiLHAJ 24,1429 HURI ® 24 PAGES PLUS STAR LIFESTYLE PRrICE: TK 10.00

BNP lambasts ACC

- STAFF CORRESPONDENT

: BNP yesterday termed freezing of Arafat Rahman Koko's bank

. account by the Anti-corruption Commission (ACC) as ‘'moti-

. vated' and said the government watch dog's move ahead of the
. national poll went against the electoral laws and the interest of

- the party.
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. Lt Gen (retd)
. Chowdhury yesterday reaffirmed that
. the allegation against BNP Chairperson
- Khaleda Zia's son Arafat Rahman Koko
. of laundering about Tk 12 crore is
- authentic, legally recognised and con-
. firmed by the Singapore Attorney General's Office,

The party urged the Election Commission to take steps

. against the ACC move.

SEE PAGE 15 COL 1
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| It's legally verified

 Affirms ACC chief

- STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hasan Mashhud

Shooting down the idea that the allegation is motivated and

! false, the anti-corruption watchdog chief said they have pub-
+ lished the information upon confirmation bylegal experts about
: taking the matter to the court.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 4

TRYING POLL OFFENCES

SHAKHAWAT LITON

In a surprise move, the establishment ministry
yesterday appointed 319 executive magistrates
authorising them to try electoral offences
ignoring the Supreme Court (SC) directives for

engagingjudicial magistrates to do the job.
The ministry sent a letter to the Election

Commission (EC) that said 319 officials of

SC directive ignored

Govt engages 319 executive magistrates;
EC seeks appointment of judicial ones

administration cadre were appointed execu-
tive magistrates, and were vested with the
authorityto run mobile courts, EC sources said.

The ministry, which was notified of the SC

order, came up with the appointments just a day
after the EC decided to ask the SC to engage
judicial magistrates for trial of electoral offences
in the December 29 parliamentary polls.

Fuel made a
little cheaper

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The prices of petroleum prod-
ucts were lowered yesterday to
help farmers before the boro
season, said chief adviser's
special assistant DrM Tamim.

The prices of kerosene and
diesel were reduced by Tk 2
per litre while petrol by Tk 4
and octane by Tk 3 a litre, said
Tamim, also in-charge of the
power, energy and mineral
resources ministry, while
| talkingtoTheDaily Star
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EC to blacklist |

observers if

found biased [

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Election Commission (EC) J

will blacklist election observers
if any of them are found biased
towards any particular political
party during polls monitoring,
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) ATM Shamsul Huda
yesterday said.

Terming the upcoming
polls "different from previous
elections”, the CEC said fresh

SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Media can use
info from result
sheets hung at
polling centres

UNB. Dhaka

Authentic results of the
December 29 national elec-
tions from the polling centers
can be published in the media,
Election Commission
Secretary Humayun Kabir told
journalists yesterday:

He informed that there

_' would be 35,217 polling cen-
.| ters across the country for

voting in the crucial general

!l election.
SEE PAGE 15 COL 3 |
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