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Indefinite strike
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their interviews for freshmen

and many departments could
not publish their first year
admuission testresult.

The agitating employees at
around 7:00am locked the RU
main gate and laid siege to the
administrative building. They
also went to science, arts and
commerce faculty buildings,
central hbrary, deans’ offices
and RU wansport office and
locked them down in presence
ofalarge number of policemen.

They gathered at different
spots on campus and asked
teachers, officers, employees
and students to leave the cam-
pus. The university opened
yesterday after 15 days ot Eid
holidays.

Most of the scheduled
classes and exams could not be
held. They also chased away
university officers and employ-
ees when they tried to open
theirdeparumentotiices.

Mahmudur Rahman, a
teacher of business faculty,
strongly criticised university
authorines and the police for
not taking any action against
the unrulyemployees.

Around noon, the employ-
ees held a rally in front of the
administrative building in
presence of the police.

They chanted slogans
against pro-Awami League
teachers, the RU acting vice-
chancellor and University
Grants Commission (UGC)
chairman for not confirming
their jobs. They said they will
continue the stmke unal their
jobs are confirmed.

Jahangir Hossain, assistant
commissioner of police
Mouther zone, told newsman
that the university authorities
did notgive them any direction

4 onhowto tackle the employees'

agitanon.

Denying the allegation that
RU authorites were backing the
agitating employees, Prof
Mamnunul Keramat said he

informed higher authorities
abouttheiragitanon,

The agitatung workers were
empluye«? dunng the BNP-led
four-party alliances regime
amid widespread allegations
that they were employed disre-
garding rulesofemployment.

Duta elections
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Akhtaruzzaman, Prol Momta)
Uddin Ahmed and Dr Zinat
Huda Wahid of Blue Panel are
vying for the posts of vice presi-
dent, treasurer and joint secre-
tary respectively.

White Panel nominees Dr
Chowdhury Mahmud Hasan,
Dr Jahangir Alam Chowdhury
and Prof Muhammad Lutfur
Rahmanarealso runningtor the
respective posts.

Ten member candidates ol
Blue Panel are Prof AAMS Arefin
Siddique, Prof RIM Aminur
Rashid, Prof Kazi Shahidullah,
Dr Zayeda Ahmed, Prof Fakhrul
Alam, Prof Mohammad Aminul
Haq Bhuiyan, Dr Mohamamd
Kamal Uddin, Prof Harun-or
Rashid and Prof Syed Monjurul
Islam.

Member candidates of
White Panel are Prol Sadrul
Amin, the incumbent president
of the association, Prof Tasmen
SA Islam, Dr AKM Sirajul Islam
Khan, Prof Abul Bashar, Prof
Zahidul Islam, Prof Mozammel
Haq, Dr Nevina Farida, Dr Laila
Noor, Prof Shahjahan Miah and
ProtMohammad Abdus Sattar.,

Election of the association
for the year 2008 could not be
held due to a stay order by a
Dhakacourt.

Polling would be held from
10:00am to 2:00pm at Duta
office withoutany break.

Prof Fazle Elahi of Social
Science department will func-
tion as election commissioner.

Last election of the assoca-
tion was held on December 31,
2006.

No easy going yet
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The commuission first planned
to go to the apex court to
appeal the latest rulings that
have cleared candidacy of 21
individuals it ruled out. But it
opted not to do that at this
time as the move might ham-
per holding of the parliamen-

schedule.

Besides, the EC earlier
included 1} in the final hist of
candidates on court orders
though it had screened them
out for defaultingonloansand
utlity service bills and con-
cealinginformation.

‘The commission on

rary” eféction on"3eAedlE” Thursday decided to dllow 21

sourcessaid.

According to the EC and
Bangladesh Bank (BB),
around 80 individuals have
obtained court orders in
favour of their candidacy.

The EC has been made
respondent in over 30 cases
while the central bank in the
rest.

For the commission, the
courts issued direct orders
and asked it to file regular
appeal later. For BB, the rul-
Ings came as stay on their
including certain candidates
inthelistofloan defaulrers.

The candidates in question

will have to go to the courts for

hearning after expiry of the
stays.

The commission will con-
test the cases if necessary in
consultation with BB, sources
in the EC said.

As per the electoral laws, if
a polls winner is finally proved
to have been disqualified by
the EC justly, his parliamen-
membership shall be
revoked and a fresh election

tary

willbe held.

At least 48 individuals
obtained stay orders from the
Supreme Court on operation
of the central bank's decision
to list them as loan defaulters
and filed nominations to
contest the parliamentary

polls, said a senior BB official.

He said the bank has
already assigned lawyers to
contest the cases against its

list of defaulters.

The official said the num-
gher as
some candidates obtained
stay orders much before the
announcement of the polls

ber might be even hi

50,000 army
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yesterday.

the caretaker government.

"Armed forces have been
deployed. We have no plan yet
to give them duty 1o recover
arms. They will perform their
duties as strike force,”
Election Commissioner Brig
Gen (retd) Sakhawat Hossain

told reporters yesterday.

The election commissioner
urged all political parties and
their candidates and support-
ers not to indulge in violence
during election period. “We
are inquiring into the reported
pre-election violence at differ-
ent places,” Sakhawat said,
adding that punitive measur-
ers will be taken if anyone is

found involved.

He said they have already
asked the intelligence agen-
cies to catch red-handed if

anybody tries to buy votes.
One bartalion of

remain stationed at each
district. They will swing into
action as soon as the returning
officer seeks assistance.

Earlier on
December 17, they returned to
barracks following withdrawal
of the state of emergency by

troops will

such candidates to be in the
polls. The returning officers
have already allocated elec-
toral symbolsto 18 of them.

The EC Secretariat was
preparing to send another
three names to the ROs con-
cerned for allocation of sym-
bols.

The court orders that came
when the EC's preparations
forthe pollsincluding printing
of ballot papers were at the
final stage have leftthe ECina
difficultsituation.

Sarwar
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himself as a businessman and
shows his annual earning at Tk
498 lakh. The bulk of that
money comes from house rent
while Tk 30,000 is earnings from
his agnculturalland.

He has declared having Tk
11.95 lakhin cash, Tk 37.87 lakh
deposited in different banks
and financial institutions,
shares worth Tk 60 lakh and
furniture worth over Tk 7 lakh.
He also posseses three vehicles,
50 tolas of gold and three fire-
arms.

He also has a Tk 2.11 crore
loan and he pays an income tax
ofTk36,200.

His wife Nasima Sarwar has
Tk 1.84 lakh in cash, Tk 18.87
lakh deposited in banks and 30
tolasofgoldjewellery.

Both Sarwar and his wife also
own huge immovable property,
including two houses, three
apartmentsand twoshops.

Sarwaris an accused in three
cnminal cases.
STATEMENTTOACC
Sarwar, who was arrested on
May 29, 2007 from his Dhaka
residence previously disclosed
Tk 8.28 crore of wealth in his
statement tothe ACC.

Sarwar has paid income
taxes from the 1987-88 fiscal
year under tax identfication
number TIN-421-101-4486. An
investigation revealed that he
gave false statements in
Income tax returns and evaded
taxes of Tk 627 crore till the
2006-07 FY.

The National Board of
Revenue (NBR) has filed two
cases against him and his wife in
this regard.
ACCINVESTIGATION
Meanwhile, an ACC investiga-
tion discovered huge wealth
and properties belonging to
Sarwar and his family members,
including seven flats, land
properties, shops and fixed
depositreceipts (FDR) of Tk 1.12
lakhin the name of his daughter
earned within the last few years.

The investigation found his

total wealth, included all that he
concealed, amounting to Tk 25
crore.

The commission has sued
Sarwar and his wife for amass-
ingwealth illegally and conceal -
ing information in wealth
statements. It submitted the

sheet against them on

Khaleda
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claimed that the Awami League

IS supporting the government
activities.

“They [apparently the care-
taker government| want (o
make the country a vassal state
and a particular party assisted
them to obtain power through
the back door,” Khaleda said in
an election rally on Bashail
Court premises.

She addressed at least 10
rallies yesterday and thousands
of her supporters thronged the
rallies in processions. Carrying
the BNP electoral symbol, the
enthusiastic men and women
chanted slogans expressing
their support for BNP candi-
dates.

Many gathered on roadsides
to have a glimpse of Khaleda on
herway to the rallies.

Khaleda termed the
December 29 elections very
significant and urged people to
vote for the BNP-led four-party
alliance candidates. “The elec-
tions slated for December29isa
momentous one for the people
and the country.”

The former premier said,
“The country needs a govern-
ment that can lead it forward
and only BNP can ensure this
and only the four-party alliance
can bring prices of essentials
within the reach of common
people.” She promised people
three meals a day if voted to
pOwWer.

"BNP 1s fundamentally
different from other parties as it
does not believe in the politics
of terrorism, hartal, chaotic
atmosphere and arson,” she
claimed.

Khaleda Zia said the BNP-led
alliance will return to power
with two-thirds majority as she
sees a wave of public supportin
favour of sheaf of paddy, the
election symbol of BNP

"It is BNP that can protect
and uphold Islamic values in
Bangladesh," she said.

At the rallies she introduced
to the people nominees of four-
party alliance including Tanbir
Ahmed Siddiqui for Gazipur-1,
Lutfar Rahman Khan Azad for
Tangail-3, Lutfar Rahman Matin
forTangail-4, Mahmudul Hasan
for Tangail-5, advocate Ahmed
Azam Khan for Tangail-8,
Hasanuddin Sarker for Gazipur-
2, Prot MA Mannan for Gazipur-
3, Fakar Mahbub Anam Swapan
fofTangdif-1 Sultan Sal kiRl h*

Tuku for Tangail-2, AKM

Mosharraf Hossain for
Mymensingh-4 and
Mohammad Zakir Hossain for
Tangail-5.

After the rallyat Bhaluka, the
BNP chief started for Dhaka at
around 11.

Check further
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a free, fair and acceptable
electionon December 29.

He asked the government
officials to perform their
election duties with utmost
neutrality and sincenty and
nottobow to any pressure,

The head of the caretaker
government gave the direc-
tives during an opinion
exchange meeting with the
government officials of Barisal
division at the local Circuit
House n the afternoon as part
of preparatory steps ahead of
the upcoming parliamentary
elections.

This was the fourth of such
meeting after the first one in
Khulna divisional headquar-
ters on December 1 followed
by Rangpur and Sylhet.

Home Adviser Major Gen
(retd) MA Matin, Cabinet
Secretary M Abdul Aziz, Home
Secretary Abdul Karim, DCs,
SPs, UNOs, metropolitan
police commissioner, DIG of
police, Barisal region, senior
officials of BDR, Ansar and
intelligence agencies and
election-related officials of the
division were present.

Barisal Divisional
Commissioner Mezbaul Alam
made welcome address and
conducted the meeting.

The CA asked for heighten-
ing intelligence vigilance so
that the absconding terrorists
cannot enter the country to
create chaos (ahead of the
polls).

He said the main objective
of the present caretaker gov-
ernment is to hold two elec-
tions--parhiament and upazila
parisahd elections--in a free,
fairand credible manner.

The CA thdnked the whole
administration, the Election
Commission and all con-
cerned for carrying out relent-
less work to achieve the goal.
The good ending of the jour-
ney of this government will
take place through holding the
election peacefully and keep-
ing post-election situation
peaceful, he said.

He forewarned that a little
deviation or negligence could
smash the achievements of
the caretaker government.
“And in this case the nation
would not forgive us,” he told
the officials.

He gave a package of guide-
lines and dacisior;‘: diEiuding
those in three phases--before,

July 11 (his year.

duringand after the polls,
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'Dour’' Salahuddin
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is now divided into two camps,
but some party men said they
are working against party
nominee Salahuddin and did
not even attend Chairperson
Khaleda Zia's rally for him on
Friday.

On May 5, 2006, thousands
of residents of Shanir Akhra in
Demra chased Salahuddin as
an extreme outburst of anger
and resentment at the existing
acute crisis of water and elec-
tricity. Salahuddin ran away in
the face of people's demon-
stration and later came to be
mockingly called "Dour
Salahuddin”.

The former lawmaker has
served in jail for about two
years over many charges
including money laundering,
arms cases and other criminal
offences after the January 11
changeover,

Babla, who was the area’'s
lawmaker during HM Ershad’s
regime, also faces allegations
of criminal activities while
supporters of Mollah, who is
now behind bars facing many
charges, is campaigning on his
behalf with election symbol
boat.

Dhaka-5 constituency
presently consists of Demra, a
part of Jatrabari and a part of
Shyampur.

In the 2001 election,
Salahuddin defeated AL's
Mollah securing 1,51,244
votes, which is 52.05 percent
of the total votes cast while
Mollah got 1,23,020 votes
(42.34 percent) and Babla got
15,133 votes (5.20 percent).

The total votes in the seat
thistimeis 3,61,823.

Hasina
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country s southwestern part.
Hasina pledged to bring
down the price of essennals,
Increase power generation,
make education up to degree
level free, set up more schools
and colleges, give job to one of
each family and ease traffic
congestioninthe capital.
Terming the AlL-led grand
alliance the ‘deliverers’ and the
BNP-led coaliton 'looters’, the
former premier alleged that the
BNP-led coaliion government
looted crores of taka during its
tenure and siphoned off the

money abroad, |, . L=1uabist |

"Now decide who vol.are
going to elect,” said the AL
president urging the people to
vote forboat.

Earlier, Hasina went to the
Square Hospital to see her ailling
husband Dr M Wazed Miah,
who has been receiving treat-
mentthere since December 10.

The AL chief will address
several election rallies in Tangail
and Mymensingh today.

Md Mahmudul Hasan, a
resident of Bibir Bagicha of
Jatrabari who is voting for the
first time, told The Daily Star
that the area has various prob-
lems but those are not
addressed properly.

“Ildonotfind anyone in the
area fit for representing us in
parliament. So, | think many
people may choose to cast no
vote'," hesaid.

Ekramul Haque
Chowdhury a businessman of
Jatrabari said Salahuddin,
who is now trying to mend his
bad image, might get some
advantage as the grand all-
ance is divided into two camps
as Mollah i1s now back in the
pollrace.

Meanwhile, JP leaders and
activists think that their candi-
date has more chances to be
elected as he is the official
candidate of the grand alli-
ance, They, however, want the
confusion among party activ-
ists removed and AL candidate
Mollah to be withdrawn.

Rafiqul finds
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the ACC shouldn't have

revealed this statement at this
time as it has caused a colossal
harm to BNP in the upcoming
election,” he said.

"About 88 percent cases of
the ACC is politically moti-
vated,” Rafiqul Haque told
reporters following a discussion
on "Tobacco Control Actand the
National Parliament Election’
in the National Press Club in the
capital.

The Association for
Prevention of Drug Abuse,
Bangladesh organised the
seminar urging the authorities
concerned to keep polling
centres smoking free during the
natonal and local government
polls.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Rafiqul Haque urged the elec-
tronic and print media to focus
on the Tobacco Control Act, to
make people refrain from smok-
inginthe pollingcentres.

Sayingitis the proper timeto
implement the Tobacco Control
Act, leaders of the association
placed a set of proposals to the
Election Commission including
proposals for restricting smok-
ing in the polling centres,
restricting sale of tobacco prod-
ucts ' in poling areas, and for
putting’ up 'Snioke’ tred z6ne
signsin the centres.

Law enforcing agencies also
mustenforce the law strictly, the
proposal said.

With physician Ma) Gen
(retd) AR Khan in the chair, the
discussion was also partici-
pated by Prof Arup Ratan
Chowdhury, founding presi-
dent of the association, and
actor Ehas Kanchan.

Be gracetul losers
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Bangladesh has a bright future
provided the political partres.
are honest, prudent and have
the attitude to learn from the
past.

"It 1s necessary to look at
whathappened tothe politics in
Bangladesh since '91. The
political parties should clearly
admit to their faults and ralk
about what lessons they
learned. If they fail to do so, the
potential will not be material-
1sed,” hesaid.

Prof Riaz said the political
parties pledged what they will
do if they go to power, but did
not pledge what they will do if
they are in the opposition.
“They should declare how they
will treat the opposition if they
arein the ruling seat,” he added.

Emphasising on the need for
an effective parliament, legal
expert Dr M Zahir said arrange-
ments should be there that
members of parliament (MPs)
willlose their jobs if they remain
absent from the parliament for
90 consecutive days.

He said the article 70of the
constitution should be
amended to ensure that all
members of the parliament
may speak freely. "Otherwise,
the parliament becomes a
dictatorship of the majority,” he
asserted.

Former adviserto a caretaker
government Sultana Kamal
said, "As a shadow government,
the opposition must play its role
to ensure checks and balances
inthe government.”

She said the next govern-
ment should continue some
good initiatives of the present
caretaker government includ-
ing the drive against corruption,
activate the Human Rights
Commission, implement the
Right to Information Act, and
try the warcriminals.

Emphasising on improving
the lives of the common people,
economist Dr Atiur Rahman
said corruption eats up a major
share of the resources the poor
areenttledto, therefore curbing
corruption and reforming the
administration is very impor-
tant.

He suggested forming a
high-level committee to
address the impacts of the
global financial crisis, saying
that export income and remit-
tance are likely to be affected by

the global economic crisis, and
that calls” for an immediate
acnon.

The political parties should
not talk much of the past and
should not destroy the future,
said former adviser to a care-
taker government Rokia Afzal
Rahman, emphasising on
improving the political culture
for real development of the
people.

Business leader Latifur
Rahman said the polincal par-
ties avoided the i1ssue of hartals
which causes serious damages
to businesses and brings public
sufferings. The political parties
must refrain from such activi-
tes, otherwise the nation will go
backward, he noted.

In response to the sugges-
tons, Awami League leader
Saber Hossain Chowdhury said
government efforts alone will
not be able to change the body
politic, rather it will depend on
anoverallenvironment,

“Therefore, the top leaders of
the winning party should first
reach outto the opposition with
a gesture of cooperation,” he
said, emphasising on strength-
ening the Election
Commission, Anti-corruption
Commission, Public Service
Commission, and the adminis-
tration.

Assuring that BNP will coop-
erate with the elected govern-
ment even if it fails to get the
majority required to form a
government of its alliance, the
party’s Joint Secretary General
Nazrul Islam Khan said the
political parties have been
subjected to alotof harassment,
and an opportunity has now
come to bring back a politcal
process in the country, which
should be fully utilised by the
parties.

"Our dreams will not come
true, if we fail to create an envi-
ronment of cooperation in
politics,” he said.

The daily Prothom Alo
Editor Matur Rahman, who
moderated the discussion, said
the caretaker government took
many initiatives -- some of
whichhave been successful and
some have not, but the next
government should continue
the good ones for raking the
country forward,

The Daily Star Editor Mahfuz
Anam, who is also the publisher
of both newspapers, also spoke.

various reasons,” he said.

s ——— —

Polls symbol
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aspirants for Chandpur-1 and
Comilla-10 constituencies o
contest the election as inde-
pendent candidates.

The RO ol Comilla-10 con-
stituency allocated BNP's
electoral symbol ‘sheaf of
paddy’ to Abdul Gafur Bhuiyan
followingacourtorder.

He also allocated ‘deer’
symbol to Mobashwer Alam
Bhuyian, who earlier got the
BNP's electoral symbol, as an
independent candidate,

RO Manzurur Rahman told
The Daily Star yesterday over
telephone that he allocated the
symbol to Mobashwer as per
the ECdirective.

“Initially, I did not allocate
any symbol to Mobasser Alam
Bhuiyan, But later I did so after
receiving the commission’s
directive,” he said,

Another RO in Chandpur-1
constituency did not allocate
any symbol to Mir Mohammad
Igbal Hossain, who earlier got
AL'selectoral symbol ‘boat.’

. The RO on Friday amended
the candidate’s list and allo-
cated 'boat’ symbol to
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, who
got back candidacy following a
Ci0 Uyt ol ea.
As per the electoral laws, an
individual seeking to be an
independent candidate must
submit signatures of one per-
cent voters in his constituency
with the application for candi-
dacy.

Talking toThe Daily Star over
the telephone yesterday, RO
AKM Shahidur Rahman said he
did not allocate electoral sym-
bol to Igbal as the electoral laws
donotpermithim todoso.

Election Commissioner Brig
Gen (retd) M Sakhawat
Hussain, however, said they are
bound to follow the court
orders.

“We shall implement the
court orders even if it is against
the Representation of the
People Order,” Sakhawat told
reporters athis office yesterday.

Asked whether multiple
candidates of a party will con-
test the election from a single
constituency, the election
commissioner said the partes
willhave todecideonit.

“If a party fails to do so, both
of its nominees will contest the
election,"” hesaid.

Meanwhile, Mobashwer
Alam Bhuiyan, whase electqral
symbb!' "Sheaf of paddy” was
scrapped, filed acompliantwith
the EC yesterday claiming that
the RO did not act in line with
the courtorder.

The Appellate Division gave
orders to accept Abdul Gafur
Bhuiyan's nomination. But it
did not give any directives to
allocate 'sheaf of paddy’ to him
as electoral symbol, said
Mobashwer's counsel and
eminent jurist M Zahir in a
written prayertothe EC.

Documents show that the
RO cancelled Gafur Bhuiyan's
nomination during scrutiny as
he filed nomination paper as
botha BNPandanindependent
candidate. The EC also rejected
Gafur's appeal against the RO's
decision.

Talking to reportersatthe EC
Secretariat yesterday,
Mobashwer said he would go to
the court to challenge the RO's
decision of allocating 'sheaf of
paddy’ symbol to Gafur
Bhuiyan if the EC does not take
anyactionin thisregard.

Shakhawat
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This happens because the
administration has not been
made neutral, he said adding
that the Election Commission
(EC) requested the govern-
ment to transfer officials in
April so that the Commission
couldobserve them.

Shakhawat said officials
were then replaced but still
there are allegations of parti-
sanship against many of them.
“This iIs injurious to a country.
This must be changed as a
democratic society can't be
established without changing
partisan administration.”

He said the EC held meet-
Ings with deputy commission-
ers (DCs), returning officers
and superintendents of police
(SPs), but many of the officials
are not active enough to work
neutrally considering their
future.

The Eléction
Commissioner said wide-
spread criticism about the
democratic institutions may
sometime create lack of credi-
bility in public mind and so
the criticism should be very
constructive.

“The EC wanted to set up
an internationally-recognised
guidelines for media during
the polls. But we finally gave it
up as it was heavily protested,”
he said. P

He said the EC has made
many laws during a short
period of time. There might be
loopholes in the laws and
those need to be amended
later, Shakhawat said adding
that he wanted cooperation of
the MPsin this regard,

“There are 2,000 plus man-
power in the EC and around 50
percent ol them are unfit for

Survey said.
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Internet services
improve after
cable cut

AFP, Paris

A French ship yesterday took
experts to repair broken
undersea Mediterranean
cables that caused severe
disruption to telephone and
Interner services across the
Middle East and Asia, France
Telecom said.

But many operators said
communications services had
improved as alternative routes
had been used to carry calls
and Internetinformation.

Ihe France Telecom cable
ship Raymond Croze left
Seyne-sur-Mer, southern
France, on Friday night and
was expected to be on the
scene of the damage, between
Sicily and Tunisia, on Monday,
aspokesman said

Egypt was one of countries
worst affected by Friday's
incident, but state news
agency MENA reported that
Internet communications
there would be restored to
more than half of normal
capacity on Saturday.

Egypt announced on
Friday that it was rerouting
Internet services to back-up
cables and satellite.

The disruption also
affected countries as far away
as Singapore, Malaysia, India,
Pakistan, the United Arab
Emirates and Qatar, but most
reported services returning to
normal onSaturday.

The cables are jointly owned
by several dozen different
countries. One cable is 40,000
kilometres long and links 33
different countries while a
second is 20,000 kilometres long
and serves 14 states.

An official of Mumbai-
based Reliance
Communications blamed a
ship's anchor dragging off the
Egyptian port of Alexandria.
France Telecom also said this
was a "probable” cause of the
disruption.

One cable appeared to be
fully severed, while the other
two seemed to be only par-
nallycut, headded.

France Telecom said that
temporary rerouting of com-
munications had reduced the
disruption for clients, espe-
cially as traffic was lower at the
weekend. Business communi-
cation links between Europe
and India had been diverted
viathe United States.

Hasina at terror risk
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have warned Bangladesh that a

six-member suicide squad of

the banned Harkat-ul-Jehad-
al-Islami1 (Huji) has been
trained to assassinate Hasina.”

It added that an officer of

Pakistan's Inter-Services
Intelligence operating under
the name Ehetesham has
trained the Huji men for two
months at Kaliganjin Satkhira.
Inspector General of Police
Nur Muhammad and
Additnonal Director General of
Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
Col Gulzar Uddin Ahmed told
The Daily Star that they did not
have any reportsin this regard.
“Ifwe find it [the news] to be
correct, we'll of course take
necessarysteps,” said Gulzar.
SSF security for Hasina and

BNP TRairpersod Khaldda Zi&

was withdrawn on February 22
last year and given back on
November 3.

Both the leaders are now
campaigning across the coun-
tryfor the December 29 general
elecuon.

At the end of September, AL
expressed fear of militant
attacks in the run-up to the
polls.

"We have information In
this regard,” AL acting general
secretary Syed Ashraful Islam
told reporters after a meeting
with British envoy Duncan
Norman who too spoke of
similar fears.

Asked if they had already
had the information and
apprised Hasina ofit, the DG ol
SSFsaid, "I briefthe two leaders
[Khaleda Zia and Sheikh
Hasina] about our threat
assessmentattmes.”

He however would not
elaborateon theissue.

Sources said names of Huj
and JMB were categorncally
mentioned to Hasina as
sources of threats. While Huji
had made attempts on her life
before, JMB poses danger to
everyone and everything
standing up for secularism and
progressiveideals.

Khaleda too has been
alerted to dangers from Huji
and JMB. She faces threats
from the [slamist outfits as her
government banned the
groups following a series of
countrywide blasts and killings
in 2005,

Strong quake
off Japan,
no damage

AFP, Tokyo

A strong 6.5 magnitude earth-
quake struck yesterday off the
east coast of Japan but there
was no damage or injunes,
officials said.

The quake hit 139 kilo-
metres east-southeast of Iwaki
in Fukushima prefecture in
the north of Japan's main
island of Honshu, meteorolo-
gists said.

A Fukushima police official
said that there were no reports
ofdamage orinjuries.

The earthquake struck at
7:29pm (1029 GMT) and was a
shallow 10 kilometres deep,
the Japanese and US meteoro-
logical agencies said.

The Japan Meteorological
Agency said there was no
tsunami, although there
might be "slight sea level
changes” due to the earth-
quake.

The quake was followed by
aftershocks of magnitude 5.1
and 5.5, the US Geological

The SSF DG said they have
further improved security of
the leaders after the recent
militant attacks in neighbour-
ing India and Pakistan.

In response to yesterday's
news, the security procedures
for Hasina and Khaleda, who
ruled the country alternately
since restoration of democracy
in 1990, have been tightened
evenmore.

“We have beefed up securnity
In the areas Sheikh Hasina is
scheduled to visit next,” Gen
Ashrafsaid.

Protection layers surround-
ing her have been increased,
keeping in mind the throwing-
range ofgrenades.

One has to negotiate a
number of counter-measures

| to launch @n arrack on her, he
continued, -

“While arranging security,
we also have to make sure her
campaigning is not hampered.
Considering this, we are now
trying to deal with the matter
the way the developed coun-
tniesusuallydo.”

Sources said SSF personnel
sometimes have to compro-
mise on the safety checks
because of over-zealous
partymen.

AL presidium member
Matua Chowdhury told The
Daily Star, "Party leaders
should behave responsibly
when itcomes to her [Hasina's|
security. Likewise, the govern-
ment should work with greater
responsibility.”

Meanwhile, law enforcers
posted along the border and in
ports have been alerted as
explosives used in the attempt
on Hasina's life on August 21,
2004, Kibna killing on January
27, 2005, and the attack on
Briish high commissioner in
Sylhet on May 21, 2004 were
found to have been smuggled
In from abroad.

Unsubstantiated

FROM PAGE 1
political partes will partci-
pate in the electon with a
positive atutude to hold a free
and fair election,” said
Lamsdroff.

He said he is convinced
that the EC is working sin-
cerely to have everything in
order. It faces huge workload
as it 1s taking preparations for
both national and upazila
elections.

Lamsdroff hailed lifing of
the state of emergency and said
deployment of army to help
ensure a congenial atmosphere
for polls is a constructive effort
that does not contradict inter-
natonal norms.

“Itis the responsibility ofall
sides to accept election result.
The loosing side has to accept
It as in the next election they
can be the winning side,” he
observed.

Replying to another ques-
ton over violation of election
code of conduct by candi-
dates, he urged all concerned
to substantiate such violations
and to share the information
with the EU mission.

"‘An aunosphere ensuring
people's participation in
election process without fear
has been created, " he said
respondingtoaquery.

A total of 150 EU observers
will visit polling centres across
the countryon voting day.

They will strictly monitor
whether minority communi-
ties, indigenous people and
non-Muslims can cast votes
freely.

The EU chief observer
urged the authorities to take
special measures to ensure a
congenial atmosphere at the
950 vulnerable polling cen-
tres.




