Did U Know?

The first-ever player to be disqualified
from the men's doubles of the
Wimbledon Championships was Tim
Henman in 1995, for hitting a ball in
anger which struck a ball giri.

STAR Cricket

Australia v South Africa
First Test, Day Four
Live from 8:30am

Neo Cricket

India v England
Second Test, Day Two
Live from 10:00am

ESPN
En Premier League
Fﬁvlﬁdesbrwm
Live from 8:55pm

STAR Sports

English Premier League
Biackbum Rovers v Stoke City
Live from 8:55pm
West Ham v Aston Villa
Live from 11:25pm

Primera Liga

Real Madnid v Valencia
Live from 1:30am (Sunday)
v Atletico Madrid
Live from 3:00am (Sunday)
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Rafael Nadal

(World No.1 tennis star)

“To finish the year ranked No. |
was really special. At the same
fime I was proud to win the
Olympic gold medal, and help
Spain regain the Davis Cup. It
has been a wonderful year for

Spanish sport, and I am happy

to have been part ofit.”
After named as world

champion for 2008 by the

International Tennis Federa-
tiononWednesday.

V-Day tennis
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DON'T MESS WITH ME: The Sri Lankan team are in a jolly mood as leading spinner Muttiah Muralidaran (C) pulls up Farveez Maharoof (R) ahead of their warm-up at the
Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday.

Fog frustrates Lankans

ﬁj_] Cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

The blanket of fog that has engulfed the
whole country for days seems to be the
only worry for the Sri Lankans, who
looked eager to get clear weather ahead of
the Testseres against Bangladesh.

Sri Lanka, who arrived in Dhaka on
Thursday to play two Tests against
Bangladesh and a tri-nation one-day
series also involving the hosts and
Zimbabwe, did not have a full-fledged
practice session at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday
and were confined to warm-up and gym
sessionsonly.

And when Mahela Jayawardene turned
out for the official press briefing, the Lankan
skipper, obviously irked by the foggy wel-

come, said he was hoping forsunshine.

The foggy condition has disrupted
wicket preparations and Jayawardene
told they came to the ground to assess the
situation.

"We didn't know what was going on. |
spoke to the groundsman and he was also
saying that they didn't have any time
during the last few days and was strug-
gling to get the wicket ready. This is some-
thing you can't control and hopefully the
weather would change and there will be
some sunshine to get the wicket prepared
for the Testmatch, " told Jayawardene.

Sri Lanka's only blemish in previous
tours to Bangladesh was one one-day loss
but Jayawardene was diplomatic when
asked whether he was expecting a rela-
tively easyseries ornot.

"I don't know for how long I have
played but each and every game I have
taken seriously whether you are playing

Bangladesh or any other team.
Bangladesh are a young side and they are
improving but we don't want to leave any
room for them to get close to us.

"That's our attitude. We've got a very
good side, a very good combination that
you can come up with and we have to
maintain the standard and keep focus.
That's what I always tell the guys that
irrespective of whom you play you have to
maintain the standard and play proper
cricket. If you play this game you have to
know that you have given hundred and ten
percent every time,” said Jayawardene,
who started his career as a captain in
Bangladesh in 2006.

"Itwasn't pleasantafter you have losta
one day game against Bangladesh at the
start but it has always been a good place
forusto tour because there is greatenthu-
siasm and the crowds are brilliant. We

SEE PAGE 18 COL 6
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Mashratfe sizes up
Lankan attack
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SPORTS REPORTER

Out of the nine bowling
attacks in Test cricket, it is the
Sri Lankan ensemble that
really tests the quality of the
batsmen's technique.

There is the champion
offspinner Muttiah Murali-
daran who has the wily left-arm
paceman Chaminda Vaas for
assistance. Vaas shares the new
ball with the likes of the accu-
rate Farveez Maharoof, the
muscular Dilhara Fernando or
the deceptively quick
Dhammika Prasad, who trou-
bled the Indian batsmen last
August. This is usually enough
but Sri Lanka also boasts the
slinger Lasith Malinga and the
mysterious Ajantha Mendis,
but the duo is not currently
travelling to Bangladesh to play
the Test series.

Mendis, who is replaced by
Rangana Herath for the series,
has created stirred up the

world of cricket and his
absence from the Test side for
at least the first Test has made

MASHRAFE BIN MORTAZA

the Bangladesh pace spear-
head Mashrafe Bin Mortaza
think more intently about the
visitors' attack.

"Even without (Ajantha)
Mendis, the Sri Lankan bowl-
ing attack is powerful. Actually

they have variety,” said the
Tigers vice-captain.

"Mendis is definitely a top-
class bowler and probably
they would play an extra pace-
man in his place. Maybe
Mendis's absence will give us
some comfort but whoever
will play in his place is defi-
nitely of good quality,” added
Mashrafe.

For the Narail Express how-
ever it is always Muralidaran
who poses the most threat. The
man from Kandy so far has
taken a staggering 76 wickets
from just nine outings against
theTigersand itis the batsmen's
duty to tackle the most success-
ful bowler in the world.

"We have to handle Murali
because he's the reason of our
biggest concern. Our batsmen
are working on that,” said
Mashrafe, who himself got out
four times to Muralidaran.

But for all the challenges
ahead the Tigers must find
inspiration to succeed and
Mashrafe mentioned the

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5

Biman stay
on top

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Biman maintained
solo lead in the Dutch-Bangla
Bank First Division Chess
League with 14 points after the
fourth round yesterday.

Biman defeated Overseas
School of Chess 3.5-0.5 in the
fourth round at the Chess
Federation hallroom.

Leonine, Destiny 2000 and 12
Soft Solution shared the second
place with 11 points after beat-
ing Titas Club (2.5-1.5), Friends
(3-1) and Dhaka University (3.5-
05) respectively.

[n other matches, Air Destiny
beat Mohakhali 3.5-0.5, Pritam-
Prism beat Dhaka metropolitan
4-0, Faith beat Sultana Kamal SP
2.5-1.5 while Madanpur drew
with Farashgan,.

BCB XI squad

announced
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Four players from the Test
team will take the field with a
handful of comeback men and
impressive youngsters while
an unknown quantity will also
rubshoulders with them in the
three-day practice match
against Sri Lanka that begins
at the BKSP from tomorrow.
Bangladesh Cricket Board
yesterday named the 14-
member BCB XI squad for the
only practice match of the

visitors.

Rajin Saleh will lead the
side with left-handers Mehrab
Hossain and Imrul Kayes and
paceman Shahadat Hossain at
his disposal. All four men are

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5

Rajin Saleh (captain), Mehrab
Hossain, imrul Kayes, Nalfis Igbal,
Faisal Hossain, Mohammad
Mithun (wicketkeeper), Nazmul
Hossain, Shahadat Hossain,
Tareq Aziz, Nabil Samad, Saikat
Ali, Ashraful Aziz, Mohammad

Rahi. Raihanuddin Arafat.

Gambhir guides India

Abahani sign
Tushar

E¥YMCricket

AFP, Mohali

Gautam Gambhir hit an
unbeaten 106 and Rahul
Dravid finally returned to
form with 65 not out as India
made a solid start in the sec-
ond Test against England on
Friday.

The pair put on 173 for the
unbroken second wicket as
India recovered from the early
loss of Virender Sehwag to
post 179 for one when bad
lightended play 18 overs early.

Left-handed Gambhir, who
made 66 in the first Test in
Chennai which India won by
six wickets, slammed his third
century in four Tests and the
fourth of his 22-match career.

The 27-year-old Delhi
opener now has 964 runs in
eight Tests this year at an
average of 68.85, with a per-
sonal best of 206 against
Australia in New Delhi in
October.

Dravid, fighting to retain
his Test place after a recent
slump in form, recorded his
54th Test half-century, but the
firstin hislastnine innings,

The pair batted through
most of the gloomy day to
frustrate England's bid to gain
quick wickets in a match they
must win to draw the two-
match series,

Gambhir, who made 104

against Australia at the same
Punjab Cricket Association
stadium in October, said he
was delighted with his perfor-
mance.

"This is obviously a lucky
ground for me," he said. "But
this one is a special hundred
because the ball was doing a
bit and England looked deter-
mined to come hard at us.

“Our mindset should be to

go for runs and try and win the
series 2-0 which will make us
the number two Test side by
the end of this year."

Both Gambhir and England
coach Peter Moores applauded
Dravid's return to form.

"His innings was important
for himself and the team," said
Gambhir. "He is a legend and I
am no one to comment on him."

SEE PAGE 18 COL 6
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PURPLE PATCH CONTINUES: India opener Gautam Gambhir cuts the
ball during his fourth Test hundred that came on the first day of the
second Testagainst England atthe PCA Stadium in Mohali yesterday.

Aussies in command

ﬁ l Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

series of poorly timed dismissals left the result
ofthe game open.

Needing a strong response after being dis-

Australia sat in the preferred position with a
lead of 322 after the third day, but South Africa

missed for 281, South Africa gained regular
ground against an outfit that was struggling
with a variety of ailments. Ricky Ponting was in
painfromastomach problem on his 34th birth-

SPORTS REPORTER

Defending B. League champi-
ons and first-leg leaders
Abahani yesterday registered
Sajedur Rahman Tushar for
therestof the competition.

Abahani, who were inter-
ested to sign their old fullback
Jahangir Alam Mintu from
Chittagong Abahani, failed to
make a deal with their name-
sakes.

Tushar has been training
for long with Abahani, who
will open their second-leg
campaign against Farashganj
tomorrow in Dhaka.

Other clubs, especially title
contenders Mohammedan
and Brothers, have showed
interest to sign foreign players
to gain momentum in therace.

Mohammedan are unhappy
with midfielders Dami
Emmanuelle of Nigeria and
Egyptian Hazem Mahmud, who
scored their match winner at
Khulna against local Abahani
onThursday.

Brothers are also looking
forward to include strikers
Elijah Junior or Anok, who had
played for the side last year but
haveyetto getany response.

The mid-season transfer
window for local players end
today but the teams would be
able to enrol foreigners till
December31.

SL confirm
Pak tour

AFP, Karachi

Sri Lanka have confirmed they
will tour Pakistan next month
in place of India, who
cancelled their five-week
series over the Mumbali
attacks, a Pakistani cricket
official said Friday.

“We are thankful to Sri

Idris upsets Russel

SPORTS REPORTER

1Idris Ka-
' sirye inspi-
red giant-
killers Rah-
matgan) to
come from
‘two goals
down and snatch a valuable
point from Sheikh Russel on the
final day of the Citycell B.
League'sfirstlegyesterday.

Ugandan striker Idris
struck either side of the break
as Rahmatganj, who had
defeated the top two teams --
Abahani and Mohammedan,
held the title contenders 2-2 at
the Bangabandhu National
Stadium.

The draw was a huge blow
for Wajed Gazi's Russel, who
looked set to put more pres-
sure on league leaders and
defending champions
Abahani at the end of the first
leg with a 2-0 lead by the 18th
minute with goals from
Mobarak and captain Touat
Youness,

But they threw away the
advantage and ended
fourth in the table instead
of finishing second and
within two points of
Abahani, who sit on top
with 22 points. Abahani,
who rested during the final
round, face Farashganj in
the first match of the return

leg tomorrow.

Russel, on 18, are trailing
Mohammedan and Brothers
byone point.

Chittagong Mohammedan

remained fifth after a comfort-
able 2-0 defeat of Muktijoddha
Sangsad at home, thanks to
goals by Akbar Hossain Ridon

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1
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Alfaz (R) joins the celebration as Russel captain Youness
embraces an ecstatic Mobarak (No. 15) after his first goal against
Rahmatganj during their Citycell B. League match at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.
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which ends in mid-January.
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