Five-century-old temples

in ruins
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The dilapidated Shib mandir in Maheshpur.

AZIBOR RAHMAN, Jhenudah
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Dol
. that are both over 500 vear-

nandir (temple) and a
mandir
old -- in Jhenaidah are on the verge of
collapse due to lack of maintenance and
still bearing

nature ol past arusuc designs -

renovation. The temples --
ILt'-.g
are in Maheshpur upazila town in the
district. These once exquisite edifices
are now in shambles as weeds have
taken over causing cracks; no restora-
tion has been done, seemingly, since

theilr creation

[he temples are located 45 kilometers

to the west of the district town, and are
believed to have been built during the

reign of Shaista Khan in the 1600s (mid to
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shelter for stray animals. The Shib mandir
hasthreedomes

According to locals, Hindu devotees

late) Hutlr-_tﬁhp!rr,.{{ﬂtﬁﬁ*."ﬁlt:"}ﬂ'r“i“éﬂl]ﬂ'ﬁ@d comih it 80 theld Nal insiel

bangla' style (with a ‘chala’ style roof),
typical of this region

Although time and nature have dam-
aged most of the terracotta plaques on the
temple walls, their shape and structure
still bear authenticity of the heritage they
are partof.

[he roof of the Shib mandir is inwardly
concave with athickness of3.6feet, and the
temple stands 25 feet high. Cracks have
developed in the walls. Weeds are growing
all over the structure, and it has become a

around two decades back, since the
structures became hazardous. They
added that if the temples were not
restored, a heritage site would be lost.
Maheshpur Puja Udjapan Committee
President, Ranjan Master said that no
fund has been sanctioned vyet for the
repair of the temples since he was elected.
He added that the committee can repair
the temples if the government comes
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Hugh Jackman to host Oscars

The producers of the Academy
Awards are counting on a
mutantwolverine who is People
magazine s reigning Sexiest
Man Alive to inject some des-
perately needed razzle-dazzle
into theirannual telecast.

Hugh Jackman, the
Australian actor known to film
audiences for playing a furry
comic-book hero in the "X-
Men" movies, will be hostof the
81st incamation of the Oscars,
the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences announced
last weekend. ABC will broad-
cast the awards show on
February 22, 2009.

Its producers said they
hoped to achieve multiple
goals with the casting of
Jackman. First, there is a desire
to put more “movie" in the
annual movie business extrav-
aganza. Jon Stewart and Ellen
DeGeneres, recent hosts, are
both primarily known as
television stars. Laurence
Mark, a co-producer of the
Oscars telecast, with Bill
Condon, said there was also a
desire to steer clear of stand-
up comedians

“We are trying to get away
from this late-night talk show
rut,” Mark said. “It seemed to

us that we needed to turn a
corner and get somebody who
1S, imagine that, a movie star.”
Jackman's selection is also
an attempt to play to the audi-
ence at home, which has been
shrinking in recent years.
Viewers of the ceremony are

Hugh Jackman

overwhelmingly female -- the
Oscars are known in the adver-
tising world as the Super Bowl
for women -- and producers
clearly expect Jackman to turn
out that demographic in droves,

Jackman, 40, has never been
nominated for an Oscar buthas
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Irish supergroup U2 will
reléase their first album in
rearly five years néxt March,
the band's record company
announced Thursday.

Interscope Records said
the band's long-awaited 12th
studio album "No Line On
The Horizon" is to be
released in North Americaon
March 3.

It is the group's first album
since "How to Dismantie An
Atomic Bomb" was unveiled

forward and grants necessary fund.
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artustc credibility, an impor-
tant credential for the M.C. of
the film awards show. He has
won positive reviews ‘for turms
in films like “The Prestige” and
“Kate & Leopold.” He won a
Tony Award in 2004 for his role
in the musical “The Boy from

Oz"

He also has experience as
an awards show MC, winning
an Emmy in 2005 for his
appearance as host of the
Tonys. He presided over that
ceremony three times.

The Oscars are a very differ-

ent phenomenon from the
[onys. The film honours are an
awkward hybrid -- a telecast
about the movies set in a
theater -- that require their
host to oscillate between
jocular chitchat and solemn
introductions, while sprin
kling in just the right amount
of sell-deprecauon

This year Jackman will have
the added pressure of serving
as the ringmaster of a lavish
self-congratulation-a-thon at a
time of global economic crisis.

The telecast has come
under harsh criticism in
recent years as a lumbering
snore that takes itsell too
seriously and lacks spontane-
ity. Star wattage has dimm.ed,
with many members of the A
list refusing to attend unless
they are nominated or have a
coming film to promote. A
trend toward honouring
small, independent movies
that most people have not
seen has dented viewership.

Ratings for last year's
Oscars plunged to a record
low, with about 32 million
people tunirg in, compared
with 55.3 million a decade ago.

in late 2004, The album went
on to sell nine million copies
worldwide,

The statement said record-
ing sessions for thenewalbum
began in Fez, Morocco last
year and continued in Dublin,
NewYorkand London

U2 -- comprised of singer
Bono, guitarist The Edge,
bassist Adam Clayton and
drummer Larry Mullen Jr -- is
one of the most successful
bands in history, its albums
having sold more than 140
million copies worldwide.
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