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Finance Adviser AB Mirza
Azizul Islam yesterday criti-
cised officials of the audit
and accounts department,
saying that many of them
often submit biased opinion
on the accounts to remain in
the good book of the leaders
of political government.

“Present the opinion
honestly and objectively. If
such opinion is not liked by
the political masters, you
will have to follow their
specific instructions,” the
adviser told the inaugural
session of a two-year depart-
mental training course.

The session being held at
the Financial Management
Academy is meant for 23
junior officials of the 27th
batch of BCS Audit and

Aziz blasts audit officials for bias

STAR
Finance Adviser Mirza Azizul Islam attends the inaugural session of a two-year departmen-
tal training course organised at the Financial Management Academy in Dhaka yesterday.

Accounts Cadre.

The adviser reminded the  ests of the country and peo- Comptroller and Auditor General of Accounts
trainees that they are the ple. General Ahmed Ataul Karim, Bangladesh Al-Mamun
employees of the republic Finance Secretary NBRChairmanMuhammad Mohammed Sanaul. Huq
and should protecttheinter- Mohammad Tareque, Abdul Mazid and Controller also spoke at the function.

Popular Pharma to enter Nigeria market

Osita Idemili, chairman of Generix Global Ltd, Nigeria, and
Dr Mostafizur Rahman, managing director of Popular
Pharmaceuticals Ltd, exchange documents of a business
agreement and export order on behalf of their respective

organisations recently.
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DHAKA POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY LIMITED

(An Enterprise of the Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh)
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Popular Pharmaceuticals
Ltd signed an agreement
recently to export formula-
tions to Generic Global Ltd,
Nigeria, according to a press
release.

A high profile audit team
from the National Agency for
Food and Drug
Administration and Control
(NAFDAC), Nigeria, who
visited the plants of Popular,
expressed its satisfaction at
the medicines manufac-
tured there.

Popular Pharmaceuticals
Ltd and Popular Infusions
Ltd are expecting registra-
tion for eighteen specialised
formulations by the next
couple of months.

Osita Idemili, chairman
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of Generix Global Ltd,
Nigeria, and Dr Mostafizur
Rahman, managing director
of Popular Pharmaceuticals
Ltd, signed a business
agreement and export order
on behalf of their respective
organisations.

Meanwhile, Popular
brands are expected to be
available in the Yemen pharma
market from early 2009 as a
Yemeni audit team has also
liked these medicines..

Yemen Supreme Board of
Drugs and Medical
Appliances of the Ministry of
Public Health, carried out an
audit from October 20 to
October 26, 2008.

Currently, the company
exports to Kenya, Sri Lanka,
Macau, Somalia and
Afghanistan.

claims surge
iIn November

AFP, London

The number of people
claiming jobless benefits in
Britain leaptin November by
the biggest monthly amount
for more than 17 years, offi-
cial data showed on
Wednesday.

The claimant count
soared by 75,700 from
October to 1.07 million
people, the Office for
National Statistics (ONS)
said in a statement.

That was the biggest
increase since March 1991
and took the total number to
the highest level since July
2000.

The count has now risen
for 10 months running amid
a sharp economic slowdown
in Britain. Analysts' consen-
sus forecasts had been for a
smaller gain of 45,000 in
Noveber, according to Dow
Jones Newswires.

In reaction the gloomy
data, sterling tumbled
against the euro, hitting a
record low point of 1.0984
euros -- the lowest level
since the creation of the
European single currency in
SRR

The ONS added that
Britain's unemployment
rate climbed to 6.0 percent
in the three months to
October.

Under the International
Labour Organization (ILO)
measure of unemployment,
the rate had stood at 5.5
percent for the three months
to July.

According to the British
government's preferred
measure of unemployment,
the rate stood at 3.3 percent
in November, which com-
pared with a revised 3.1

percentin October.

British jobless
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Well intervention
programme in
Sangu begins

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Cairn and its joint venture
partners have commenced
a well intervention
programme to help raise gas
production from the Sangu
field in the Bay of Bengal,
which has been operating
for more thanadecade.

Cairn's other partners are
Santos and HBR Energy.

As part of an integrated
review of the field's produc-
tion capability, this
programme is aimed at
increasing gas production
from the only offshore gas
development in
Bangladesh, according to a
press release.

The work is supported by
a specialised service vessel

and an intervention work
force of eighteen, which has
been mobilised to the Sangu
platdorm.

The Sangu gas field has
produced in excess of
440Bcf since production
started in 1998. Sangu was
one of the largest discover-
ies in the 1990s when Cairn
was one of the first interna-
tional companies to start
operating in Bangladesh.
To date, Cairn and its joint
venture partners have
invested around $1billion
in the country.

Cairn has a 37.5 percent
interest in Sangu, whereas
Santos and HBR Energy
hold 37.5 percent and 25
percentrespectively.

North Korea restricts
market trading

AFP, Seoul

North Korea has clamped
down on fast-growing free
markets for fear they could
undermine the communist
state's power over its people,
analysts and observers say.

The regime in late
November banned general
markets which sell con-
sumer goods from early next
year. It severely restricted
the operations of food stalls,
according to the Daily NK
web newspaper and other
analysts.

The food markets known
as "Jangmadang,” some of
which currently open daily,
will be allowed to operate

just three times a month
and to sell only vegetables
and certain other farm
products.

Staples such as rice and
corn will be sold only at state
distribution centres.

The Seoul-based Institute
for Far Eastern Studies pre-
dicted the curbs would
prove unenforceable and
said in a commentary they
could sparkrioting.

In March thousands of
women started a rare street
protest in the northeastern
city of Chongjin against a
clampdown on street ven-
dors and hawkers, mostly
women chasing a little extra
money to buy food.

BAFEDA
elects
chairman

Abu Naser Bukhtear Ahmed
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The executive committee of
Bangladesh Foreign
Exchange Dealers’
Association (BAFEDA) has
elected Syed Abu Naser
Bukhtear Ahmed as the
chairman of the committee
for 2009-10, according to a
press statement issued
yesterday.

Ahmed is the managing
director (MD) and chief
executive officer (CEO) of
Agrani Bank.

At a meeting yesterday,
BAFEDA also elected SM
Aminur Rahman, CEO and
MD of Janata Bank Ltd, as
vice-chairman and Md
Nurul Amin, MD of NCC
Bank, as the treasurer of the
committee for the next term.

Neaz Ahmed, managing
director of Southeast Bank,
was chairman of the election
board of BAFEDA. Other
members of the election
board were Kazi Mashiur
Rahman, MD of EXIM Bank,
and Debabratta Datta,
regional head and CEO of

the State Bank of India.

GP-DPDC accord
on e-bill service

- STAR BUSINESS DESK
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Grameenphone Ltd and

- Dhaka Power Distribution

fpe AR W iR Company (DPDC) signed an
- agreement to jointly launch
L jals s S el “mmw“, the electronic bill payment
x S i3 e c1fe w1faRT - service BillPay, first ofits kind,
— : S for DPDC consumers, accord-

YA , OT ’ Ingto a press statement.
AN Mz, Tfelm, G O, Grameenphone won the
|| 393 | 3300 R | AW TR | WS INE, INSIH TS, contract through an open
s U r3oo B1 | X300 U1 | fEEfS ===, e, o b‘dh_ Caéz‘?d by the DPDC

| earlier this year.

hilas | =5, Wyfwet s o B @, || | This service will shortly
TOTN™ QR SHAAS QT | allow all DPDC electricity

|

- consumers to pay their

signed the agreement on
behalf of their respective
organisations.

Professor M Tamim,
special assistant to the Chief
Adviser and in-charge of the
Ministry of Power, Energy
and Mineral Resources, was
presentas the chief guest.

Mohammad Mohsin,
energy secretary and chair-
man of the DPDC board of
directors, Dr M Fouzul Kabir
Khan, power secretary, Md
Ataul Masud, managing
director of DPDC, and

Delwar Hossain Azad, dep- |

GP

Mohammad Hasnat Chowdhury, company secretary of DPDC, and Md Arif Al Islam, chief
financial officer of Grameenphone, sign an agreement on e-billing services in Dhaka

recently.
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