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Victory day observed in Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna
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Cultural organisations of Pabna celebrated Victory
Day in the district. Pabna Drama Circle, Sammilito
Sangskritik Jote, Pabna Gonoshilpi Sangstha,
Horizon Shilpi Samproday and others celebrated
the daywith special programmes.

Local cultural personalities and organisations
placed wreaths at the alter of 'Durjoy Pabna' --
Liberation War memorial in the town -- at early
morning on Tuesday. Sammilto Sangskritik Jote,
Pabna organised a cultural programme marking
the occasion at Pabna Shaheed Minar premises.
Artistes performed patriotic songs on the occa-
sion.

Pabna Drama Circle arranged a programme at
‘Doel Chattar,' in the town Tuesday as well.

Artistes of Pabna Drama Circle during a performance.

Disney to launch free TV
channel in Russia

REUTERS, Los Angeles

The deal still must receive
regulatory approval from
Russia, which requires for-
elgn investors to have
Russian partners. Russia's
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ke The Walt Disney Co and
PHOTO STAR Media-One Holdings Ltd
on Tuesday unveiled plans
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The rally brought out by SSJ on December 16.
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The four-day celebration by
Shammilita Sangskritik Jote
(SS]) on the occasion of
Victory Day ended on
December 16. Programmes
started simultaneously at the
Central Shaheed Minar pre-
mises and Rabindra Sarobar,
Dhanmondi on December 13.
With the slogan "Konthey Tolo
Bijoy-er Shur, Akutobhay
Ekattur® the programme
featured songs, theatre, dance,
recitation and more.

The fourth and last day's
programme kicked off with a
colourful procession in the
morning that circled around
the Shaheed Minar, Doyel
Chattar and TSC, DU. Cultural
personalities Nasiruddin

Hasan Imam and Golam
Kuddus, among others, spoke
prior to the procession.

In the evening, cultural
programmes were held at
Shaheed Minar premises and
Rabindra Sarobar.

AtShaheed Minar, Bhaswar
Bandhopadhyay, Shimul
Mustafa, Iqbal Khorshed,
Mahidul Islam, Jharna Sarkar
recited poems, while mem-
bers of Srot, Muktadhara,
Swanan and Sharasruti took

part in group recitations.
Artistes of Chhayanat,
Dhrubotan and Drishti per-
formed songs. Theatre and
Aranyak Natyadal staged
street plays.

At Rabindra Sarobar, Nimai
Mandal, Fayzullah Sayeed and
Shahadat Hossain Nipu recited
poems. Members of Sangbrita,
Dhaka Swarakalpan and
Charukantha Abritti Sangsad

took part in the group recita. . |

tons.

Artistes of Nibedan,
Bangladesh Udichi Shilpi
Goshthi and Banshari ren-
dered songs, while Dyash
Bangla Theatre and Subachan
Natya Sangsad staged street
plays. Young students of
Magnolia School of Art and
Culture, Nirman Theatre and
Shilpabritta also performed at

to launch a nationwide,
free-to-air television chan-
nel in Russia in 2009, popu-
lated by Disney Channel
and locally produced pro-
gramming.

Disney will take a 49
percent stake in the joint
venture and provide cash
and programming as well as
expertise in content acquisi-
tion and marketing to kids

. andfamilies.
" "The company would not

comment on the size of its
investment in the joint
venture, or the length of the
deal.

Media-One, the majority
stakeholder, brings to the
table 30 owned and operated
TV stations throughout
Russia, as well as knowledge
of the Russian market and

regulatory environment for
TVisseen as similar to that of
western European coun-
tries.

Disney already operates
local retail, licensing, theat-
rical distribution, mobile
and Internet businesses in
Russia.

Andy Bird, chairman of
Walt Disney International,
said on Tuesday that its
newest Disney Channel

Would reach 75 percentofa |

Russian population that
was already "extremely
familiar® with the com-
pany'’s fairy tales and prod-
ucts.

Disney opted for a free-
to-air strategy in Russia to
get the broadest reach possi-
ble because paid cable and
satellite TV subscription is

Yousuff, Hasan Arif, Syed Young dancers perform at Rabindra Sarobar. the programme, regulatory environment. "very limited," he said.
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