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Renewed rocket fire as

Gaza truce nears end

Palestinian polls scheduled 'very soon': Abbas

AFP, Gaza Ciry/ Ramallah

represents a threat against the interests of
ourpeople,” itsaid inastatement.

Militants in Gaza fired rockets at Israel
yesterday, just two days before the end of
a troubled six-month tuce, which the
Palestinian territory's Hamas rulers say

they are unlikely to renew.

Three rockets landed in open areas in
southern Israel where they caused no
casualties or damage, an Israeli army

spokeswoman said.

The Islamic Jihad movement said its
armed wing had fired four rockets in
response to the overnight killing of one of
its members by Israeli security forces in

the occupied West Bank.

The movement, which is far smaller
than Hamas but regularly carries out
attacks against Israel, urged all
Palestinian factions to reject any exten-

sion of the truce.

“The truce with the enemy has not
enabled the realisation of our goals and

44 percent oppose it.

The truce in and around the Gaza Strip
was initially negotiated through Egyptian
mediation for an initial period of six
months, which ends on Thursday.

Hamas's Syria-based political chief
Khaled Meshaal has said his Islamist
movement will not renew the agreement,
although leaders of the movement in
Gazawere less categorical.

Israel forits part has said itwants the truce
to continue as long as militants in Gaza halt
their attacks, but also stressed it will not
hesitate touse military forceifneeded.

"We do not fear an operation in Gaza
but we are in no rush,” Defence Minister
Ehud Barak said on Tuesday.

An opinion poll published by
Jerusalem's Hebrew University on
Tuesday found that 51 percent of Israelis
support a continuation of the truce while

Several Israeli ministers have called for
a tougher line against Gaza militants, and
Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni, who hopes to
become prime minister after February 10
elections, has said Israel "cannot allow
Gaza toremain in the hands of Hamas.”

Since the truce went into effect on June
19, Palestinian militants have fired more
than 311 mortar rounds and rockets at
southern Israel, according to the military.

Israel responded to the violence by
tightening the crippling blockade it has
enforced since Hamas seized power in the
Gaza Stripin June 2007,

Meanwhile, Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas said yesterday he will
“very soon" schedule Palestinian elec-
tions in the absence of reconciliation with
the Hamas rulers of the Gaza Strip.

"We will very soon call presidential
and legislative elections within the
Palestinian Authority here in the West

Bank and in Gaza," Abbas told journalists.
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Members of Palestinian armed group Popular Resistant Committees hold a demonstration in Gaza City yesterday in support of an Iragi
journalist who threw shoes at US President George W Bush. Iraq faced mounting calls to release the journalist who hurled his shoes at
Bush, an action branded shameful by the government but hailed in the Arab world as an ideal parting gift to the unpopular US president.
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New Thai PM faces
deep divisions

AP, Bangkok

Thailand's new prime minister
faces the difficult task of unify-
ing a country torn apart by
months of violent anti-
government protests demon-
strations that battered the key
tounism industry just as the
global economy was slipping
into its worst crisis in decades.
The selection on Monday of
Abhisit Vejjajiva the 44-year-
old, Oxford-educated opposi-
tion leader marks the first time
in eight years that a civilian
government will be led by an
opponent of exiled Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra,
who has loomed over Thai
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PHOTO: AFP
Thai Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva (C) smiles as he receives flowers from his supporters at the
Democrat party in Bangkok yesterday. Thailand's new government will prioritise boosting the flagging

crat Party members said.

'Non-US foreign troops to
go out of Iraq by July'

Seven dead in Iraq unrest

AFP, Baghdad

All foreign troops except for
those of the United States will
be out of Iraq by the end of
July, the Iraqi parliament'’s
foreign affairs committee
head said yesterday.

"The cabinethas approved
draft legislation on the with-
drawal of the non-US forces
in the coalition. It sets a time-
table for a withdrawal of
between five and seven
months from January 1,"
Hummam Hammudi told
reporters.

The bill, which still has to
be passed by parliament, will
mainly affect the roughly
4,100 British troops deployed
at Basraair base in the south.

London newspapers have

.o From a, peak

reported that Britain intends
to begin its withdrawal in
March with most troops out
by June, although defence
officials insist that the precise
timetable will depend on
conditions on the ground at
the time.

“We plan -- subject to the
conditions on the ground and
the advice of military com-
manders -- to reduce our
force levels in Irag as we
complete our key tasks in
Basra in the early months of
next year,” a British defence
ministry spokesman said last
week.

But he added: "Final deci-
sions on the timing of the
drawdown will depend on the
circumstances at the time."
of 46,000

Y

British soldiers in 2003 when
Britain joined the invasion,
just4,100 now remain in Iraq.

Up to 400 troops are likely
to remain to help train the
Iraqi forces, while equipment
such as helicopters and
drones will be transferred to
Afghanistan.

Since the US-led invasion
of March 2003, 177 British
troops have died in Iraq.

Meanwhile, seven Iraqis,
including four soldiers and a
policeman, were killed in two
separate attacks on Tuesday,
security and medical sources
said.

The soldiers were killed in a
car bombing in the town of As-
Sadiyeh in Diyala province,
north of the capital, the army's
operations room said.

Bush's Iraq assailant
has broken arm, ribs

Says brother

AFP, Baghdad

The Iraqi journalist who
hurled his shoes at US
President George W. Bush has
a broken arm and ribs after
being struck by Iraqi security
agents, his brother told AFP
yesterday.

Durgham Zaidi was unable
to say whether his brother
Muntazer had sustained the
injuries while being overpow-
ered during Sunday's protest
against Bush's visit to
Baghdad or while in custody
later.

He said he had been told that
his brother was being held by
Iraqi forces in the heavily forti-
fied Green Zone compound in
central Baghdad where the US
embassy and most government
offices are housed.

"He has got a broken arm
and ribs, and cuts to his eye

and arm,” said Durgham.

“He is being held by forces
under the command of
Muwaffaq al-Rubaie,” Iraq's
national security adviser, he
added.

Zaidi, 29, a journalist for
private Iraqgi television chan-
nel Al-Baghdadia, was swiftly
overpowered by Iraqi security
forces after he threw the shoes
at Bush in a gesture seen as the
supreme mark of disrespect in
the Muslim world.

An AFP journalist said that
blood was visible on the
ground as he was led awayinto
custody although it was
unclear ifitwas his.

Bush, who was on a
swansong visit to the battle-
ground that came to dominate
his eight-year presidency,
ducked when the shoes were
thrown and later made light of
theincident._ .

politics since he was ousted by a
military coup in 2006.

Abhisit began Tuesday to put
together his Cabinet, which will
struggle 1o heal the rift between
the middle class that is his base
and the rural poor who backed
Thaksin and manage an econ-
omy buffeted by Thailand's
political turmoil and a global
slowdown."It will be more
difficult for the Democrats to
achieve fast results in tackling
the economic problems now
thanin 1997, when most of Asia
sunk economic recession, said
Ekamol Khiriwat, former head of
Thailand's stock exchange.
"Now everything is kind of

slowing down."”

Emergency out, rights in

FROM PAGE 1

deployment designed to aid
the civil administration in
maintaining law and order in
the run-up to the election will
be complete by December 20.

Meanwhile, the Election
Commission tomorrow meets
officials of the law enforcement
agencies to discuss security
arrangements for the polls,
said EC Secretariat sources.

The withdrawal of emer-
gENncy comes on immense
pressure from the political
parties and rights organisa-
tions, leaving less than two
weeks before the national
clection.

[t marks a drastic shift in the
caretaker administration and
EC's stance over the way the
polls should be organised.

Buoyed by the peaceful

conduct of the mayoral polls
on August 4, Chief Election
Commissioner ATM Shamsul
Huda said he does not see any
problems with holding the
parliamentary election too
under the state of emergency.

His arguments were echoed
by the advisers.

In the days following the
proclamation of emergency,
former prime ministers Sheikh
Hasina and Khaleda Zia were
detained on graft charges.
Along with the two, many
political heavyweights were
putbehind bars.

Awami League and BNP, the
parties that rule the country's
political landscape, were
pressed heavily to reform
themselves.

In September last year, the
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caretaker government slack-
ened the curbs on indoor
politics only in the capital.
Elsewhere, the ban was lifted in
May this year to facilitate
preparations for the elections.

Political analysts observe
that the political parties must
conduct themselves responsi-
bly now as they are the ones
blamed for the situation lead-
Ing to emergency after over 16
years.

The last time the nation saw
itself under emergency rule
was in 1990. Declared by HM
Ershad on November 27 that
year, the state of emergency
then was in force till December
6, the day the military strong-
man was forced to quit presi-
dency following a popular
uprising
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PHOTO: AFP

Immigration attorneys give free consultations to immigrants in a dimly-lit room, darkened by a storm-
related electrical power outage, as immigrants are taught their legal rights during Know Your Rights
Week on Dec 15 in Los Angeles, California. The educational effort is aimed at the immigrant commu-
nity in light of recent immigration raids, which have split families apart when parents are suddenly
arrested and sent out of the country.
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