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Prior to the celebration of
Victory Day today, the sector
commanders and oether
Liberation War forces have
already identified 14 candi-
dates as war criminals in the

amaatalliance.

e ed parties 1
ing Jamaat were given the
green light to do politics dur-
ing the rule of late president
Ziaur Rahman after the assas-
sination of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman in
1975.

After victory on December
16, 1971 the first issue of news-
papers of the new nation
carried the government's

The leaflets and posters
will feature credentials and
roles of the respective war
criminal candidates during
the Liberation War.
Committees to resist these

addition to carrying out regu-
lar rallies and processions to
be attended by the sector
commanders and freedom
fighters.

Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee, a forum
for secular Bangladesh and
trial of war criminals, will
carry out simultaneous cam-

and advocate ShaharaKhatunin
Dhaka-18.

Terming the tenure of the AL
government from 199610 2001 'a
golden period' in the country’s
history, Hasina urged the people
to ensure another triumph for

-f o .ﬂn ﬁ
in those constituencies in | castng WL EEI the gran& ﬁ‘

.

ance inthemonthofvictory.

She also branded the last
seven years as 'a dark period’ in
the country's history and said
the people now want peace and
an end to misrule.

Referring to the stranded
Pakistanis in the country, Hasina
said, "Those, who were born
here, recognise the country. We
shall provide you with all neces-
sary facilities including educa-

Task Force for meeting the
challenges of terrorism and
militancy. '

This is for the second time
in its manifesto the AL is say-
ing that laws repugnant to
Quran and Sunnah shall not
be prommfigated; T is appar-
ently aimed at dealing with
negative campaigns by its
rivals that in the name of
secularism, the party pro-
motes 'anti-Islamic ideals'.
However it also undermines
the party's secularist politics
as some people might as well
interpret a secular law as
‘repugnant to Quran and
Sunnah’, thereby making way

appointing an ombudsman.

While it promises 'genuine
independence and impartial-
ity of the judiciary’ if voted to
power one should be
reminded of the fact that the
process of the separation
startéd i 1999, whien the AL
Wwas in power.

For two years till 2001, the
AL deferred thrice the dead-
line for the separation of the
judiciary from the executive
branch of the government.
However the subsequent BNP
government deferred the
deadline 19 more times
throughoutits five-year tenure.

And without explaining

the polling day.

Despite this, the EC on
November 27 decided to
empower executive magis-
trates to hold trial of electoral
offences. And it sent a letter to
the establishment ministry
askifrg'it th'secut® permiassion’
from the SC for implementing
its (EC's) decision, sources in
the ECSecretariat said.-

In its letter, the EC also
mentioned the limitations of
the executive magistrates to
hold summary trial of electoral
offences.

“We asked the establish-
ment ministry to take neces-
sary measures to ensure that
mobile courts can exercise the

major political parties in
separate messages greeted the
nation on the occasion.

"On this auspicious day of
victory, let it be our pledge that
we should put our best
endeavour to expedite the

democratic advancementof the
country,” said the president.

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina urged the peo-
ple to be inspired with the spirit
of the liberation war again to
fightout the 'dark forces.’

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia in her message said it is
crucial for the nation to be
united to protect the country’s

overall development as well as

and Rab will remain vigilant at
various places in the capital
and the National Memorial at
Savar to ensure that the
Victory Day programmes are
held peacefully.

Jatiya Jukta

FROM PAGE 16
yesterday. It was a 39-point
elecion manifesto.

Leaders of Jukta Front, a five-
party alliance--Bikalpadhara
Bangladesh, Gono Forum,
Bangladesh Kalyan Party (BKP),
Progressive Democratic Party
(PDP) and Forward Party--also
pledged to try war criminals if
they win the December 29
elections and form govern-

' ' ' ' igion'’s i - ' . i : independence, sovereignty,
= " paigns. tion and employment if we win | for the religion’s interference  how, the AL manifesto seeksto | .. bosies of iudicial magis- | 2 Vi e
flzlm;?:iletsuuzaﬁnefev;;:rlﬁ ; Acting president of the d}eselllecglunsr.m d : 2 ot puhtlcs._ restore and improve’ the o s B éys Wi : Electi guln democracy and also tl,le fun- In the manifesto, leaders of
Tphe e Newsrunﬁle forum Shahriar Kabir told The | | . e ts;uf e c;u;_&ﬂ)’ Pﬂsig- ' The ma::ufestp announces jmage and prestige of | commissioner Brig Gen (retd) damen]:aland hu:_nanng_hl;s. Jukta Front highlighted seven
report readjng,g "The govern- Daily Star: "We ran such cam- Isl::nrzrjctljaw '?Tl:hn;rueii;l%genan%; in the party's policy statement Bangladesh in the interna- | pf Sakhawat Hossain told Various socio-political points including restoration of

ment of the peoples’ republic
of Bangla Desh has banned
four communal parties with
immediate effect. These four
political parties are Muslim

paigns ahead of polls in 1996
and 2001 with the slogan "We
want Razakar-free parlia-
ment’. We also distributed
posters, leaflets and pam-

to religious activities of other
communities if the grand alli-
ance comes (o power,” she
added.

Hasina will start her three-
day election tour outside Dhaka

that terrorism, discriminatory
treatment, and human rights
violations against religious
and ethnic minorities and the
indigenous people must come
toapermanentend.

tional arena.

Zafar, Alamgir
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Ahmed of Jatiya Party,

reporters yesterday at his
office.

As per the Mobile Court
Ordinance 2007, executive
magistrates have authority

organisations have taken up
programmes to mark the day.
Special prayers will be
offered at mosques, temples,
churches and other religious
institutions seeking divine

law and order, strengthening
parliamentary democracy and
taking measures to contain
price hikeofessentials.

"We will never call hartaland
boycott parliament. We will try

: ; s : iuddi : only to fine individuals for . A
League and all its factions, Phlets confaining crliedenna!s citytoday. In addition, it promises Tﬁggfdﬂga%:"aﬁlgmfgdz{ ﬂﬁe};mes to ensure law and | blessings for peace and prog- I© ban hartal by enacting new
Pakistan Democratic Party, ©of war criminals in their Onthe firstday, shewillhead | formation of a land commis-  fannan andibdus Sobhanof | order. ress of the country. law to reduce people’s suffer-
Nezam-e-Islam and Jamat-e- respective constituencies | toTungiparaandaddressatleast | sjon. All laws and other gNp On December 7, the home State-run Bangladesh ;{]g?ﬂ Bﬁiiﬁéﬁgiﬁhﬂmﬁ
Islami. In addition to these the ~duringthose campaigns. ; SGT]r:]lhES at different places in arrangements discriminatory Two separate division | ministry issued a circular on | Television and Bangladesh Q:S S Pmsidenttj%r
government has also banned Meanwhile, the Qur'an %ngaﬂl- Btz thenecond | 1° ethnic minorities and the benches of the HC passed the | election security saying the | Betar along with private TV g o1 Hossain said his alliance

the Pakistan People's Party.

Sunnah Research Institute,

day of the election tour, she will

indigenous people will be

orders and rejected the writ

divisional commissioners and

channels and radio stations

wants to play a more active role

The announcementwas made Jhikargachaa, Jessore, and address a rally on the Kotalipara | fepealed, it vows. Special petitions filed by the candi- | district magistrates will take | will broadcast special jnparliament.
by the Bangla Desh govern- Sachetan Nagorik Samaj have College ground and stay in her | privileges will be made avail- dates challenging the legality | necessary steps to engage | programmes while the news- Among others, PDP
mentinaradio broadcast.” already published posters and | own constituencyand exchange | able for the minority groupsin ofthe EC's decisions. executive magistrates ‘when | papers will bring out special President Ferdous Ahmed
The Liberation War forces leaflets against Jamaat this viex_;rshm'fglthepenplq. il educational institutions and I (Il-Iﬂwevf?rlth[hEAChaﬁbfr the estab_lls_hmeflr'nt m:}:;usgr{):r Quresl;j, BdKPSCht;?i‘ﬁn?'ln Majocli'
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Jamaat an;gi war c?llrmnglasmas tlm'li‘::'iua‘ publication contains ?nﬂda%m E:mg?rf'(‘i““" ﬂ'ﬁi 1997 Ehii'tr:gnng Hill Tracts Division Justice Md Joynul | regarding their exercise of the 22 BTCL Staff Ibrahim ;_afndlr Bikalpadhara
| the long-standing demand to some statements of Jamaat ::m :}r ﬂuutilr'deth: ma¥tho Peace Accord will be fully Aded‘[’;l “‘l;eii‘“ml*?d an Hg authority of judicial magis- | rrom paGE 1 Secretary General Major (retd)
: restrict participation of war paign p implemented. order that had earlier rejecte trates. Abdul Mannan addressed the

founder Sayyid Abul Ala

crore through fake bills and

gl 3 . . - . - th titi fi.l d b BNP ini 'a} 1 1 I 4
1 criminals in. the polls has Maududi that appear contra- | Indian minister | It tkes into cognisance % B P2 1V Aiar | they had issued the circularin | o e inihename ofepairs  fCperamme
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y : b P&, ; Had we got expected up a discussion on the blasts in Upon an appeal filed by Contacted, SC lawyer Abdul | 2000-2001 Dal (JSD) President Hasanul
: SMEH in T,h'E dﬂl’k as the response from the PUHUC&I the northeastin October. reports of attacks, arsons, Shahidul against the HC Mannan Khan said executive FDUIU[EL‘I’ caseswill be filed H.qu Inu also announced the
L Election Commission for the parties regarding our appeal of A debate on the issue saw | MUrders, reipes and encroach-  grder, the Chamber Judge magistrates cannot be given | against eight BITB staff for party's election manifesto titled
f first time decided to debarwar  debarring war criminals from | Several members demanding | M€nt on ands of minority ajso asked the EC to accept | the authority of judicial magis- | misappropriating Tk 8.07 crore Effort to Change” with 34
g criminals from polls and polls, the fight need not be that Bangladesh be issued an | €Ommunities by gangsters hisnomination paper. trates unless the relevantlawis | in then'tmenfcuhveyﬂnc ehills Pledges including bringing
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© The provision states: "A .5 parties with the appeal He said tardy progress of f thin. Abdul Hannan (Chandpur-4) bl el crore and Tk 1.25 crore Were  ,qyver generation, hold trial of
d person shall be disqualified ' | border fencing, issuance of | SUPPOrt from within the ; p Earlier on Novernber 16, the | misappropriated in the four

\

; »

for election as or for being, a
member, if he has been con-
victed as war criminal by any
national or international
courtor tribunal.”

But the move to debar war
criminals from polls falls flat
on its face as the government
has not initiated a move to
officially identify them.

Former army chief Lt Gen
(retd) M Harun-ur-Rashid told
The Daily Star: "The govern-
ment has neither initiated any
move to identify war criminals
nor even informed the
Election Commission about

AT = ALIFL T

BNP did not response. The
party rather formmed an alli-
ance with anti-liberation force
Jamaat.

Even Jamaat was not sup-
posed to get registration with
EC but allowed the registra-
ton to bring all parties in
polls.

Just six days ahead of vic-
tory in 1971, incumbent
Jamaat Secretary General Ali
Hasan Mohammad
Mojaheed, who was then
president of its student wing
Islami Chhatra Shangha, was
active to foil the Liberation

o IS LA I

national identity cards and
“illegal immigration from
Bang?adesh" are areas of con-
cerninnortheast India.

He noted that border fenc-
ing had resulted in rich divi-
dends in Punjab at the height of
militancy there in the 1980s.

Chidambaram said a com-
prehensive review was being
undertaken of the security
situation in the northeast and
the government is concerned
over “Bangladesh being con-
tinuously used as a safe haven
forinsurgents.”

Earlier participating in the
debate, Trinamool Congress
leader Mamata Banerjee said
“All people speaking Bangla are

aieln 1 AR ITLIT] L B S NIT

administration and the

Thai PM
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months of political turmoil,
but the move unleashed new
protests by supporters of the
previous government who
hurled rocks atlawmakers.
Abhisit, 44, one of the
world's youngest heads of
government gathered 235
votes against 198 by former
national police chief Pracha
Promnok, a loyalist of exiled
former Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra.

PRI AY SR aals I 1L

and Abdus Sobhan (Barisal-1)
on different grounds, includ-
ing their conviction in crimi-
nal cases and charges of
defaulting onloans.

The aspirant candidates
then filed separate writ peti-
tions with the HC challenging
the legality of the EC's deci-
sions.

The HC bench comprised
of Justice Md Imman Ali and
Justice Md Ashfaqul Islam
rejected the petitions of Kazi
Zafar Ahmed and Mohiuddin
Khan Alamgir. The same
bench also sent back a similar
petition filed by JP candidate
Fakir Ashraf (Netrokona-3).

cate Mahmudul Islam stood

law, justice and parliamentary
affairs ministry amended the
mobile court ordinance's
schedule empowering execu-
tive magistrates, who are also
government officials, to hold
trial of electoral offences. It did
so ignoring the jurisdiction of
judicial magistrates to do the
job.,

The law ministry inserted
the title of RPO in the mobile
court ordinance through this
amendment empowering
executive magistrates to try
electoral offences.

Legal experts termed the
amendment illegal and asked

voters or ]:_leople involved in

eI AcCIEIL AC AT (] RIS

fiscal years between 2004-2005
and 2007-2008 in the name of
conveyance bills in mutual
collaboration by the eight
staffs.

The seven cases will be filed
for misappropriation of Tk 5.84
crore, Tk 4.57 crore, Tk 3.78
crore, Tk 4.05 crore, Tk 5.00
crore, Tk 4.84 crore and Tk 4.17
crore in the seven fiscal years
from 2000-2001 to 2006-2007
respectively.

The 14 BTTB employees
include sixdivisional engineers
-- Raich-ur-Rahman, Mostafa
Hanif Chowdhury, Abdul
Ghani, Nani Gopal Ghosh,

code and section 5 (2) of cor-

HRIA AYARB)EC LA AYAR:

war criminals and create jobs
aimed at building a prosperous
Bangladesh free from corrup-
tion and injustice.

Scores of JSD leaders and
acuwists, civil society members
and journalists were present
during the announcement at
the JSD office in the capital.

He said trial of war criminals
still remains an unsettled issue
and the fundamentalists and
war criminals are being rehabil-
itated politically and socially
cashinginonit.

He said if they come to
power, the JSD would root out
militancy in the country
strengthening regional and

for the Zilla Parisad polls as early
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