DALIA NAUSHEEN writes from Chicago
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[t was a time of great excitement, apprehension and a time of
bonding. The streets of Dhaka were filled with colourful pro-
cessions: heated meetings and rallies. The daytime was occu-
pied with guerrilla warfare- trainings, students and mob chas-
ing 'Tholas' (police with helmets). The alternoons were for
rehearsals, for us who belonged to music-schools
(Chhayanat). The nights were for patrolling. University stu-
dents (like my brothers) and elders stayed awake all night to
protect their locality against any unexpected threats from the
non-Bengalis, or Biharis,

[ am talking about the pre-liberation days.

1969-70 was the best time, in my memory, when the people
of Dhaka, like a big deprived family, protested together against
the untenable demands of the Pakis., and the arrogant behav-
jour of the government officials. We Bengalis were all prepared
for an encounter with the militaristic elite, but could never
dream of whatwas coming inso shorta time.

Mazharul Islam, my father, was constantly busy attending
meetings or arranging them at our house. Husne Ara Islam, aka
Baby apa, my mother took me to the rallies, rehearsals and
processions. She was one tough woman as she took care of her
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family, attended meetings, helped keep the peace In our
house, as each member in our family believed in different
political concepts. Our house was one busy camp where politi-
cal members, architects, cultural activists, students, cricket
players, businessmen, family members, all came to do their
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moil and agitation, ours was a family tied together in a web of
anxiety, unsure of what the future had for us, but preparing for
the worst. Like every teenager, | was only half aware of the
intensity of the situation. Like any girl of my age, I enjoyed
attending the rallies, processions and trainings, but could
never imagine that this would come to practical use so soon
and without warning. [t was my dream to be in a country where
I could wear a saree, put 'teep' on my forehead, sing songs of
lagore, Nazrul and not be told to change the words of any
poems written by them, or even to sing a different song. I
believed in what my parents were fighting for.

[t was like a tremendous nightmare when the war broke out
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United we stand

on the 25th of March, Dhaka was a city of ghosts and dead
bodies. We could not help cry out at the spectacle of atrocities
committed by the Pak army. One cannot ever forget a geno-
cide or a war in one's lifetime. We are that generation of
Bangalees who are the proud builders of a new nation, as well
as witness to agenocide, that is parallel to none other than that
of Hitler's, the worst dictator and murderer in our lifetime.

But have we been able to convey our message to the next
generation? I think we have failed immensely to continue as
Bengalis. We have failed to pass on to our children the dreams
of our parents,

Now that I have been abroad for quite sometime, [ have
silently and heavy-heartedly absorbed the fact that almost all
the visions and concepts of having a war and giving birth to a
country was perhaps not so great an idea. Maybe we would be
more of Bengalis if we hadnot !! Maybe our hearts would still
flutter, when we looked at the krishnochuras and respected
our National Anthem.

Bengalis abroad are too busy to think about their country,
especially, when there is so much chaos and adverse activities
goingon back home. My family and I have never forgotten fora
single moment what we have fought for. We have never let our
children forget that we are Freedom Fighters and proud to be
Bengalis. From the moment we set foot on these foreign
grounds, we promised
ourselves to continue
being Bengalis, have
cultural activities and
gatherings. The first
thing we did was to
start the Bengalis
foremost celebration,
‘Pahela Baishakh';
have 'jalshas on a
regular basis, with a
theme pertaining to
Bangladesh (like
Bangladeshi cinema'r
gaan, classical, folk,
poncho-kobi,etc.). We
are encouraging the
younger generation to
read Bengali books,
watch Bangla movies,
especially documenta-
ries relating to ourwar.

[ would especially
recommend that the
younger generation to
realise that our coun-
try is still at the risk of
losing its identity, of
losing all the meaning
and concept dreamt of
by our parents; a con-
cept quite simple but
unique in its nature.... a concept where there is no misconcep-
tion, no disputes, segregation and traffic jams. Respect should
be the keyword at this point, not just for each other, but for
those who have laid down their lives for this country, for those
who have feught and are disabled and still living amongst us,
forthose x@ﬁmeﬁ ‘;vfs oweretortured by thearmyand aremiis-
fits in society: Why do we still avoid the question of the where-
abouts of the war-children?

I strongly believe that the primary scheme to destroy our
dreams is still ongoing and we as one nation should be wary of
our enemy and stand together as we did during our War of
Independence in 1971. That was the spirit I recalled the other
day in Chicago, where my husband Azad Hafiz and I were
honoured by the expatriate Bengali community as
Muktijoddhas. It was aresurgence of old pride.
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The writer is an eminent Nazrul exponent, experienced the Liberation War
first-hand in exile.
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