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Fight within alliances
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suspended following the
death of Gonotantri Party
leader and grand alliance
candidate Nurul Islam.

About candidates: pitting
themselves against those from
their own folds in a good
number of seats, Chief
Election Commuissioner (CEC)
ATM Shamsul Huda said the
commission can do nothing in
this regard.

Talking to reporters at his
office yesterday, he also said,
“The returning officers have
allocated symbols to those
who did not withdraw nomi-
nations. And their decisions
are final.”

Asked about the delay in
publishing the candidates’
list, the CEC said it was
because most of the political
parties did not submit the
consolidated listof their picks.

“Only Jativa Party and
Jatuya Samajtantrik Dal {Inu]
have givenuslists.”

Against the backdrop of
rising confusion over alloca-
tion of electoral symbols to
candidates from the same
alliances, the EC vyesterday
met to examine the ROs'
decisions with regard to sym-
bols, said sources.

Finding that AL and JP still
have candidates in several
constituencies, the commis-
sion has sought clarification
from AL over theissue, said the

nees there did notpull out.

Besides, Islami Oikya Jote 1s
fighting against BNP candi-
date in Netrakona-3 and
against Jamaat's candidate in
Cox's Bazar-2.

As per the alliance deci-
sion, candidates of the parties
are in free competition in
Chapainawabgan)-3,
Sirajganj-4, Rajshahi-3 and
Thenidah-3.

POLLSTO NOAKHALI-1

According to the newschedule
for the polls in Noakhali-1,
December 21 is the last date
for filing candidacy applica-
tions and December 27 for

withdrawing nominations.
The applications will be scru-

unised on December 22.

CEC Huda said those
whose nominations were
declared valid earlier will not
have toapply again.

CG conspiring
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She hoped that the BNP-led

four-party alliance would have

a two-third majority in the
parliament once a free and fair

electionis held.

“The December 29 elec-
tions are very important for
Bangladesh as this would

decide the fate of the country...
whether democracy will be

restored,” she said urging

people to vote for BNP.

She promised adequate

Sangsader Speaker” [speaker of

Rivers" and "Londone Shiksha
Jibon" [academic life in

Sircar says he has about Tk 27,06

currency. Besides, he has
deposits of about Tk 2.8 lakh in
his name and his wife has about
Tk 2.92 lakh in different banks
and financial institutdons,

and his wife together have
savings instruments and fixed
depositsin differentinstitutions
which amount to about Tk 34
lakh. Sircar owns a Toyota
Corolla car worth about Tk

he has 12.09 acres of land, while
hiswife has 3.32 acres.

spend Tk 14 lakh as election
expenditure from his own
sourcesofincome.

Book selling
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the ninth parliamentary elec-
tion from the Panchagarh-1
constituency with BNP ticket, is
a barrister. But he has not men-
tioned his profession and said
he is serving as the Speaker of
the lmiYﬂ Sangsad. ,
Parliament sources sa
Sircar wrote 12 books, which
include "The Laws of the Sea,”
"Glimpses of International
Laws," "Stronger United
Nations for Peaceful Welfare
World," "Austom Jatiya

the eighth national parliament],
"Laws of the International

London].
About his movable assets,

lakh in cash but no foreign

He also has 1,200 tolas of
old besides electronics and
urniture worth Tk 50,000.

The Speaker reveals that he

12.671akh.
Of the immovable property,

The Speaker said he would
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Remain neutral
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He firmly expects that the secre-
taries will achieve 100 percent
success in the tough test and
will extend all out cooperation
to the Election Commission
(EC) in holding the 9th parlia-
mentary election scheduled for
December 29.

Fakhruddin warned that no
negligence in dutr neither any
partality will be tolerated.

"Holding the election is now
the principal priority of this
government. Your main focus
should be the election,” the CA
told the secretaries asking them
to remain alert so no interfer-
encecan take place.

He asked the secretaries to
follow the instructions of the
EC. "Ensure that the field level

~administrations also follow the

instructions with full neutrality
and efficiency,” he said.

.The CA hoped that democ-
racy and good governance will
become stronger through the
upcoming election. “The elec-
tion will create a new positive
history and take the nation
forward united.”

He thanked the secretaries
for extending cooperation
during his two-year tenure,
asking them to carry on the
reform initiatives and all other
'good works' for the interest and
welfare of the public. He also
appreciated their 'impartial
role’.

‘I hope that you will con-
tnue to perform in the same
fashion in furure,” he said,
advising them to give utmost
importance to delivery of ser-

tives of his two-year-old care-
taker government, he said the
rovernment wants to present
the nation with an election
which will remain as an exam-
ple for all future elections and
will be asource of pride for all as
well.

The CA said itis only normal
that elected and caretaker
governments will come and go
but the bureaucrats will remain
in their positions of responsibil-
iies.

"There is no alternative to an
honest, efficient, neutral, pro-
fessional and people-friendly
bureaucracy for having a good
transparent government in any
period oftime, " he said.

Putting emphasis on imple-
menting annual development
programmes (ADP) on time,
Fakhruddin said slow imple-
mentation of projects signifi-
cantly hampers the overall
development process of the
country.

The chief adviser urged the
secretaries to expedite release
of pensions of retired govern-
ment officials and the publica-
tion of updated secretanat
directory.

On increasing production,
he said instead of becomin
dependentonimporttheynee
to stress on increasing domestic
production. He also
emphasised the use of technol-
ogy for establishment of good
governance and a society free of
corruption.

After about an hour of
speech that began at 11:00am,
Fakhruddin had a closed door

Mohiuddin
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“I have forgiven all who plotted
against me in my absence. |
shall not take vengeance on any
of them," he said at a meeting
with top CCC officials, depart-
ment heads and ward council-
lors at his CCC office immedi-
atelyafter takingcharge.

Rab personnel arrested
Mohiuddin, also Chittagong
city Awami League (AL) presi-
dent, on March 7, last year at his
Chasma Hill residence in city's
Sholoshaharin connection with
Bijoy TV graftcase.

A total of 22 cases had been
filed againsthim.

The present caretaker gov-
ernment filed five cases while
the rest were filed by the previ-
ous BNP-led alliance govern-
ment

Of those, the HC and the
Appellate Division quashed
three cases while no specific
allegations were found against
the mayor infour cases,

Mohiuddin secured bail in
15 cases including the Bijoy TV
graft case, the last one in which
he obtained bail on September
30 this year. He was released
from prisonon October 8.

The government barred the
CCC mayor from taking charge
ofoffice after his release.

Later, he filed a writ against
the government move and the
High Court in a verdict on
December 4 said there was no
legal bar to Mohiuddin's taking
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without which, he said, no

pledges can be fulfilled,

Zahid Hussain, a senior
economist working with a
multilateral donor agency,
said it is very much encour-
aging that both the major
parties have given economic
issues much more impor-
tance than they did in the
past.

"As citizens we hope both
the parties will help each
other pursue their avowed
agenda in these areas no
matter who wins the election.
The proof of the pudding will
bein the eating,” he said.

The BNP explicitly and
implicitly promises to move
forward the economic poli-
cies and programmes it had
during its last stint in power
along with others but it has
not laid out any milestone or
specific target for poverty
reduction and economic
growth, Zahid said.

"We assume these will be
spelt out when ([the BNP]
defines the policy framework
for achieving the broad devel-
opment objectives to which
its manifesto has made a firm
commitment. In particular,
the voters deserve to know
how BNP is preparing itself to
face the challenges emanat-
ing from external markets
due to the global recession
that is currently unfolding

BNP touches

lacks a long-term vision to
solve those problems,

The BNP has promised to
bring down inflation but does
not explain how it would do
that, he said, adding, "I think
there was no well planned
research behind the prepara-
tion of the manifesto. They
spoke of a collateral free loan
againstdepositof certificates.
But I think it would be wast-
age of money. In the past such
steps were taken but those
failed.”

Centre for Policy Dialogue
Executive Director
Mustafizur Rahman said the
BNP's manifesto prioritises
three areas--good gover-
nance, poverty alleviation
and employment creation,
and making democracy more
effective--all of which are
important for Bangladesh.

"The challenge here is
implementation of these
aspirations,” he said, putting
emphasis on mobilising
resources to achieve these
"ambitious” objectives. Fiscal
policy, taxation policy, inter-
est rates and incentive pack-
ages will also need to be
concretised for that.

Mustafiz said the twin
problems of the ongoing
financial crisis and inflation
would be major challenges in
achieving the objectives. "Itis
good tosee that the manifesto
mentioned putting in place

EC Secretariatofficials. supply of fertiliser, seeds and | Hqg1na vicesto the people. sessionwith the secretaries chargeofoffice - . -

s . o : : : and appears to be getting v >
ALVSJP other agricultural inputs to He told the civil bureaucrats Cabinet Secretary M Abdul Mohiuddin returned to the | worse E}I'Jrheday : Zahi?i saidB }"‘*”E specific EKPth“* ETU:‘PS
According tothe EClist, JPand farmers if the four-party wins | FROM PAGE 1 to maintain and strengthen the - Aziz delivered the welcome | port city on Saturday afternoon Prarettt Hooli b AT barel Oor coming up withh sugges-

AL candidates are in competi-
tion with each other in

theelections.

"Wewill take theinitiative to

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman's grave at Tungipara in

citizens' charter or client char-
ter services in government

address at the open session and
moderated the meeting while

after performing hajj and inau-
gurated the electioneering

the BNP have demonstrated a
serious concern about

tions in this regard,” he
added.

Gopalganj on December 17 in
connectionwith theVictory Day.
In her five-minute speech at
yesterday's discussion meeting,
the AL chief appealed to people
to vote for the grand alliance
candidates in the December 29
lls to ensure their nghts to
ood, education and employ-
ment, and to build a prosperous
Bangladesh.
Describing the upcoming
elections as an opportunity for
people to get back freedom,
Hasina hoped they would avail
themselves of thisopportunity:
Recalling that the country
achieved independence in 1971
as people had cast vote for 'boat’
(AL's polls symbol), she hoped
they would vote for 'boat’ this
tume also to regain their lost glory
and build a non-communal and
democratic Bangladesh.
Paying glowing tributes to
the martyred intellectuals, the
former premier asked all to vow

“Concrete targets--both
shortand medium-term--will
need to be fixed, around
which policy measures can be
designed to achieve the
objectives setoutin the mani-
festo,” he said.

Bush sneaks
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room by security staff, an AFP
journalistsaid.

Solesof shoes are considered
the ultimate insult in Arab
culture. After Saddam Hussein's
statue was toppled in Baghdad
in April 2003, many onlookers
beat the statue's face with their
soles.

Some Iragi journalists stood
up toapologise.

The White House said Bush
ducked to-avoid the first shoe,
while the second narrowly
missed the president. |

Bush said: "Thanks for

nine secretaries of various
ministries spoke at the closed
doorsession.

offices, 'which has already
benefited the people'.
Referring to the key objec-

AL, BNP bank

Kamal from Dhaka-11, AL
President Sheikh Hasina's
nephew barrister Fazle Noor
Taposh from Dhaka-12, Jubo
League Chairman Jahangir
Kabir Nanak from Dhaka-13,
and member of AL city com-
mittee Aslamul Haque Aslam
from Dhaka-14.

The AL has shared three
constituencies with Jatiya
Party (JP) and Workers Party
because of lack of its own
candidates. The party nomi-
-nated JP President HM Ershad
dt’ Dhaka-17, Workers Party
President Rashed Khan
Menon at Dhaka-8 and JP

build a bridge on the Padma
and another bridge one on the
Goral once we have won the
elections,” she said in Kushtia.

Khaleda gave assurance of
creating more employment
opportunities, medical facili-
ties and reducing prices of
essentials if voted to power.

Escorted by Special Security
Force's and other law enforce-
ment agency personnel,
Khaleda's motorcade started
from her cantonment home
around 8:30am.

Party supporters stood by
roads at several places like
Savar, Manikganj, Rajbari and
Kushtia holding colourful
banners, festoons and BNP's
electoral symbol sheaf of
paddy. Theychantedslogansin
support of their four-party
alliance candidates contesting

Rangpur-4 and -5,
Gaibandha-4 and -5, Kustia-4,
¥ > Pirojpur-1, Munishiganj-3,
Habiganj-2, Chittagong-9,
Sirajganj-2 and Kurigram-4.

Though it was decided that
the JP candidates would con-
test these seats on the alliance
ticket, the AL men did not
withdraw from the race.

Contacted by The Daily
Star, AL presidium member
Mata Chowdhury said, “"Wait
and see...we can still settle on
a single candidate for each
seat.”

Sylhet-3, Khulna-3 and
Nilphamari-4 are the constit-
uencies earmarked for open
contest.

BNPVS JAMAAT

Candidates of BNP and Jamaat
will battle for Meherpur-1 and
Barguna-2, as Jamaat nomi-

centre of AL candidate in
Chittagong-9 constituency Dr
Afsarul Amin at Lalkhan Bazar.

While talking to the media
yesterday morning, the mayor
pledged to resume all stalled
development activities of the
CCC.

HC hands over
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Mohammad Joynal Abedin and
mother Begum Sufia Kamal
submitted her passport to the
HC though their lawyer as per
the courtdirection.

Earlier, in the morning
Humayra's parents produced
her (Humayra) before the HC
bench as perits earlier order.

The bench recorded her
statement in a closed-door
session for more than half an
hour.

improving governance and
expressed their readiness to
offer the position of deputy
speaker to the opposition.
BNP has gone a step further
by saying it wants the Speaker
to be completely detached
from party affiliation.

"BNP is in a unique posi-
tion to demonstrate the cred-
ibility of their commitment to
this by setting a precedent
immediately even though it
will only have a symbolic
value,” Zahid said.

Unnayan Samunnay
Chairman Dr Atur Rahman
described the BNP's mani-
festo as an "instant reaction”
to existing problems that
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show 1n some seats because
their candidates are not much
known to the constituents.

The BNP hired former
lawmakers of Munshiganj
Abdul Hye for Dhaka-4 and
Hamidullah Khan for Dhaka-
15, Rafiqul Islam Mia of
Comilla for Dhaka-16,
Hannan Shah of Gazipur for
Dhaka-17 and Moazzem
Hossain Alal of Barisal for
Dhaka-13.

Habibunnabi Khan Sohel
who contested the 2001 elec-
tion from Rangpur is now
contesting from Dhaka-8

Britain pledges
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