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nstitute Date: Decomber 13-16 Troupe: Shomoy
Venue: Nazrul Institute, Time: 4pm onwards (at mﬂ" Natyadal
- s S o 0 St
Date: December | Auditorium, Natak Sarani
Tima: 7am onwards premises) mrmm 14-16 Date: December 19

- 4pm onwards Time: 6:30pm

&'

Wonders that
Inaccessible

Russmn crowned
Miss World ‘08

AP, Johannesburg spoken by many in South Africa. She also
..................................................................................... referred to heroes such as Mahatma Ghandi
Russia’'s Kseniya Sukhinova won the Miss and South Africa’s first black president Nel-
World 2008 crown on Saturday in a glittering  son Mandela, who was quoted by Trinidad
African-themed pageant where she out- andTobago'sWalcottaswell.

shone 108 other international beauties and Contestants, aged 17 to 25, were dressed
pledged to "help people.” by South African and Jamaican designers for
“And Miss World 2008 is Russia," thefinalshowafteramonth ofgalas, rehears-
announced Julia Morley, head of the Miss als and even a safari on the tip of the African
World committee thatorganises the event. continent.
The second runner up was Gabrielle Johannesburg sought to use the event to

Walcott of Trinidad and Tobago and the first boost its image as a world-class city, despite
runner up Parvathay = being known for its
Omanakuttan of high crime rates,
India. while the countryalso

The 21-year-old hopes ta benefit from

blue-eyed blonde, the publicity ahead of

who declared shortly staging the football | ;ﬁ" 4%

before her win was World Cup in2010. e : - B

announced that Beauties from 109 The Ta] Mahal Pyramids of Giza ,
being nervous made countries were whit- 4

her "feel stronger,” tled down to 15 semi- Consider visiting these rare cultural and historic sites before they are irrevocably Today, aggressive throngs of souvenir vendors, tour touts, and taxi drivers
takes over from finalists with India, altered or gone forever crowd the entrance to the Pyramids of Giza. Though camel rides and horseback
Zhang Zi Lin of China Russia, Trinidad and® tours are now banned from the monument area, visitors still clamber unchecked
to become the 58th Tobago, Angola and Taj Mahal over the ancient landmarks. The haphazard sprawl and pollution of Cairo comes

MissWorld.

"I think I can help
people and I want to
help people and
today if I walk away

South Africa among
the five finalists.

The winner of the
event, broadcast live
to millions of viewers
in 187 countries, has
to espouse "beauty

right to the edge of the archaeological zone, yet Egyptian officials seem uncon-
cerned about protecting the site.

It's difficult now to get that iconic long-distance view of the three pyramids
looming in the desert; you cannot really see them until you are too close. Ori-
ented precisely to the points of the compass, they were built for three Pharaohs
of the 4th Dynasty (about 27th B.C.) -- the Great Pyramid of Cheops, the slightly
smaller Second Pyramid of Chephren, and the much smaller red-granite Third
Pyramid of Mycerinus -- and designed to imitate the rays of the sun shining

If the plan to close the Taj Mahal goes into effect, it would reduce this over-the-
top mausoleum -- built by Shah Jahan (fifth emperor of the Mughal dynasty) to
mourn his favourite wife, Mumtaz Mahal -- to a mere postcard silhouette instead
of the spiritual experience itcan be.
J : Even a recent rise in admission prices does not deter floods of tourists from
with lh“‘_.‘-‘rf‘““ [ will shuffling through the Taj Mahal -- three to four million tourists every year.
iﬂd{f:::jtgl;cqb[lil;ﬁﬂig{;l'i (From left) First runner up Parvathy R orrnse® with ?Eh':lEE'I: the crux*;?s_:lnd the air_gnl}ulinfl Lhat'stsh?atli?i awajtf its l1af-..'h‘:iiu'-: SlEI:E
: ¢ . : : " : - mark to
Omanakuttan (India), Miss World 2008 acade, tourism officials are considering closing this century lan

avasy: - : : : M : down from its zenith. Most tourists expect a visit to the famed pyramids to be a
translator after being charity being one of the public, leaving its fabulous domed symmetry -- that graceful centre onion : T . 2 : :
asked why she should Ksenia Sukhinova (Russia) and second the main focuses of dome, the four smaller surrounding domes, the slender punctuating minarets, Egﬁsli i_iglf;jt?;it?y?tl'l; I;g;lae";“dd{i?’ letdown. It's the only Ancient Wonder we
be crowned the win- runner up Gabrielle Walcott (Trinidad and the pageant. the serenereflecting pool -- visible only from afar. '
ner. Tobago) "Over the years the Shah Jahan placed this memorial beside the Jamuna River, despite the con- Gu Gong (Forbidden City)
Hailing from - | crown that is worn by stant risk of flooding, because itwas next.to the bustling markert of anj, #Thigyast complexis halfamillennium old -- &ms hFd in Lhew
Nizhnevartovskin'the ; o Y LAY T the winner is'a’sym- where it is said he first saw Mumtaz selling jewelsin a markevstall. V . ted 8Gity from 192010 1923, 2hd the heavy trafficis oll
north west of Siberia, Sukhinova was dressed bol for fundralslng The former Miss World in 1641, and it [DG!’( 20,000 labourers (not .tﬂ menuon UXQH' and Elephants} 22 It may have been forbidden once, but nmdayg neaﬂy seven mﬂhﬂn visitorsa
in a purple gown, with a decorative neckline raised over 30 million dollars in her year in years to complete; its marble came from Rajasthan, the precious stones from all  year cross the threshold of this imperial palace, home to an unbroken line of 24
and flowing skirt. office," Morleysaid. over Asia. In the late 19th century, the badly deteriorated Taj Mahal was exten-  Chinese emperors. Limiting access would be a ticklish proposition for the Chi-
She is a student pursuing an engineering "So perhaps from anything else it does a sively restored by Bﬂli?h viceroy Lord Curzon; what will today's Indian govern-  pese government since most of the visitors are Chinese citizens getting in touch
degree from the Tyumen Oil and Gas Univer- lot of good things for needy children and old mentdo to preserve this treasure? with their heritage. Many sections may be closed now, due to a massive renova-
oy : T " : : ] ' 2020.
sity. people, which I thinkisimportanttoo. Pyramids of Giza tion lasting through ‘ .
v PR o e . Lo P t- tion -- it's the scale and h f the whol
Sukhiriova becomes the second Miss  The 51-year-old competition was origi- | ] the original SevenWonders of the AncientWorld, only oneis S Standing: g ac's so fanmeeecive, an imefatable statement of Chineee ianorie) anisht. It was
Russia to win the global event after Julila pallyscheduled for October4inKiev, butwas ! . _ , at’s so impressive, _ p :
: : _ b _ the Great Pyramid of Cheops. Granted, its pinnacle was lopped off, and the ... -0 bilt by an army of workers in only 14 years, although after various
Kourochkinatook the crownin 1992, delayed in September over security concerns ‘. YT : - : 5 ginally Yy ] : y 14 years, ¢ X
b - : : polished white limestone that once faced its sloping sides was scavenged ages 1 n,qackings and fires, most of whatis seen todaywas builtin the 17th century.
India's Omanakuttan wooed the crowd by due to the conflict between neighbours ago. But there itis in the Egyptian desert, the largest in a trio of stupendous royal : '
greeting them in the Afrikaans language, Russiaand Georgia. tobs with a aul Kymohionent called the SEhiaEAlonEsda S Ei e SiohTta T P e P e R
SRR see --ifonlyone could see it. Compiled by Cultural Correspondent
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08:30 Katha Mala } ,
09:15 Bodhdhobhumi 71 o 1
10:30  Onyodrishti Fov ¥

11:05  Etharey Ural Potaka &3 &

11:35  Notun Chhobir Gaan

1215  Motamot 1

01:25  Cholochitrer Golpo i :

02:30 Documentary Programme :.Mg, Mayur Bahon :

PR QAT ORI ﬁ& On Channel 1 at 8:15 pm 4
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06:20  Rajniti O Shushsoney
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