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Renowned theatre actor-directorand a
familiar face on TV, Aly Zaker, had
made significant contributions (o our
Liberation War. In the war he served
not as a cultural activist, but as a war
correspondent of Swadhin Bangla
Betar Kendra, the radio station that
worked as the mouthpiece of the free-
dom struggle of Bangladeshin 1971.

Going back to those days, Zaker
said, "In my student life, I was an activ-
ist of East Pakistan Students' Union
and was involved with movements
against the Ayub Khan regime. To me
the independence of Bangladesh was
urgent as I thought it is very important
to defend our cultural identity. That's
why I strongly believed that the coun-
try would be liberated sooner or later. |
couldn’tlive inacolonised country.”

After completing his studies Zaker
took on a lucrative job. Neither was he
purely a cultural activist nor a political
figure. He was involved with the
organisational works of Chhayanat.
However, the resistance of the Bengalis
from every sector of society against the
‘crack down' on March 25 night by the
Pakistan Army inspired him to give up
his job, and he actively participated in
the war.

“On March 25 night I lived opposite
the Rajarbag Police line, where the
Pakistani Army carried out a massacre.
[ also observed the resistance of Ben-
gali policemen against the oppressors.
This incidenthad a greatimpact onme
and I decided to joinin the war effort.

“Seeing the genocide at the hands of

1 kot vA botipU negs)

War Museum

Venue: Liberation War
fuseum, Segunbagicha

Date: December 14-16

tar
Its

-

DHAKA SUNDAY DECEMBER 14, 2008 Culture@thedailystar.net

Discussion,

the Pakistani Army, my family and I left
Dhaka at the end of March 1971,"
recalls Zaker. On April 12, Zaker
crossed the border. "Going to India I
first decided to be a Freedom Fighter.
However | was notrecruited because of
my poor eyesight. On being rejected, I
became frustrated. Then I came across
a wonderful opportunity. Out of the
blue I met filmmaker Alamgir Kabir on
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a footpath in Calcutta (now Kolkata).
He suggested that I should join
Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra."At the
radio station Zaker served as a
reporter-producer of an English news
programme, which aired reports on
the war. He was a correspondent and
political commentator. In addition, he
used to translate and read speeches by
the then Prime Minister Tajuddin
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“] read the last news announcing the victory
on the eve of December 16, 1971”

-=Aly Zaker

Ahmed and the then acting president
Nazrul Islam. Alamgir Kabir was the
programme co-ordinator. And the
hour-long programme used to go on
air daily at8:30 pm.

Zaker said, "Our aim was to unvelil
the truth of the war to the outer world
as well as to protest the cover ups by
the Pakistani media. We used to read
the excerpts of the comments pub-
lished on the foreign journals on our
Liberation War to let the world know
about different interpretations of the
war."

As a reporter carrying a simple
recorder, Aly Zaker wandered around
camps and bunkers of the Freedom
Fighters at the Northeast and South-
eastregion ofthe country and returned
to the Swadhin Bangla Betar Kendra to
air it on the radio. Recalling this golden
moment of his life, Zaker said, "That
experience makes me proud. I con-
sider myself fortunate that I could
interview sector commanders, sub-
sector commanders and even | cov-
ered news from the bunkers while
firingwason.”

‘Iread the lastnews announcing the
victory on the eve of December 16,
1971," he said. To quote him, "When I
heard the news that the Pakistani Army
had surrendered, I could not control
my emotion. That was a dramatic
moment of my life. I fell on the ground
and burstinto tears."

Zaker believes that his activities
during the Liberation War have shaped
his personalityas an individual.

The article is arepnnt from an earlier version
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A documentary on Shaheed
Munier Chowdhury on ntv

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
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To mark Martyred Intellectuals Day, nty will
air a unique documentary, “Krishno
Gahobar” based on the life and work of
Shaheed Munier Chowdhury. Scripted by
Manik Manabik and directed by Golam
Sohrab Dodul, the documentary will be
aired on December 14 at 12: 30 pm.

The documentary goes back in time to

December 14, 1971, when the Bengali Free-

dom Fighters are on the verge of winning the
War of Independence. Apprehending a clear
defeat, the Pakistani military and the local
collaborators take the radical step of
destroying the country of its intellectual
capital. From Decermber 14, they ruthlessly
kill renowned litterateurs, teachers, artistes,
playwright, and musicians of the country,
Eminent playwright and Professor Munier
Chowdhury, 4 prominent figure in the cul-
tural scene, is in the ranks of these dedicated
men and women.

A scene from the documentary.

Tomar Katha Amar Katha

A relationship gone sour

Shojol and Momo in the TV play.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

------------------------------------------

“Tomar Katha Amar Katha”
zooms in on newly married
couple, Reshmi and Shagor.
Having tied the knot after a
whirlwind romance of two

years, they share a happy
home. However, friction
begins as soon as the honey-
moon fever wears off. Begin-
ning with trivial arguments,
the relationship snowballs
into a bitter fight, after which
Shagor orders Reshmi to

leave. A shattered Reshmi
leaves the house without
telling her husband. Shagor
refuses to bring her back or
even call her. After a few
weeks, Reshmi learns that
Shagor is leaving town for a
new job abroad. Reshmi
rushes back, but can she stop
Shagor? Does Shagor realise
his mistake?

Though a typical story, the
play unravels twice over first
from Reshmi's perspective
and then Shagor's point of
view. Thus it is left to the
audience to decide which of
the duo is justified in their
hard decisions. Itshowshow
two people drift apart and
analyse the situation in
different ways-- making it
almost impossible to resolve
a crisis.

Starring Shojol, Momo,
Kumkum Hasan and others,
the play, written and directed
by Kaushik Shankar Das, will
be aired on Channel i at
9.30pm tonight.

Joe Satriani sues Coldplay

Grammy nominees Coldplay
have been sued by rock gui-
tarist Joe Satriani, who claims

the band's song "Viva La
Vida" uses one of his
riffs.

In court papers
filed in Los Angeles
last week, he said
the song used
“substantial origi-
nal portions” of
his 2004 instru-
mental “If I Could
Fly.”

Satriani, 52,
wants a jury trial
and is seeking dam-
ages and "any and all
profits” for the alleged
plagiarism.

Coldplay are
shortlisted for seven
Grammys, including
songof the year.

"Viva LaVida" is credited to
the band's four members --
singer Chris Martin, bass

player Guy Berryman, guitarist

Johnny Buckland and
drummer Will
Champion.

The

song's title
was inspired
by Mexican
artist Frida
Kahlo.

It appeared on
the album "Viva La
Vida or Death and All
His Friends," which was
released in June and went
to number one in 36
countries, and was also
one of their hit singles.
Satriani's track
appears on his album "Is
There Love in Space?”

Source: BBC
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Please send your updated Resume to
Subject of the mail,
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research and development of our products. Currentl
be a part of this Winning Team:

analytical ability.

. PN

preparation of Annual A

Nestlé, founded by Henri Nestlé in 1866 in Switzerland, is the largest Food & Beverage Company in the world. Nestlé employs
276,000 people globally and has 480 factories in 86 Countries. Everyday almost one billion Nestlé products are sold around
the world delighting the consumers. Nestlé invests more than CHF 1.5 billion (approx. BDT 9,000 crores) every year in
Research & Development, more than any other food Company in the world. Nestlé's reputation over many years for
consistent quality and safety and its ability to meet changing consumer needs has earned consumer's trust around the world.

Nestlé Bangladesh, a subsidiary of Nestlé SA Switzerland, started its operation in 1994 and currently employs 430 people

directly and many more through indirect employment. Nest!é Bangladesh has its own factory in Sreepur, Gazipur with world
class production and packaging facilities

At Nestlé people are our greatest asset, and we place as much importance in their professional development as in the
y we have two opportunities in Finance & Control department for you to

Oppo_rtunity .in Management Accounting: The ideal profile should have an experience of 3-6 years in Budgeting Tools,
Working Capital Management, Financial Evaluation and Financial Reporting together with the ability to drive the Evolution of

Processes. This will be supported by a Post Graduate Degree in Accountina/Fi | ' '
_ : g/Finance along with a Professional Degree in

CMCMA{ACCA. The ideal candidate should have demonstrated strong drive for initiative and x

personal impact in his/her previous roles.

Opportunity in Internal Audit: The ideal
Function, conducting Internal Audit Activities,

will be _s.upported by a Post Graduate Degree in Accountin
Degree in CA/ICMA/ACCA. This profile should have a

convincing power with high

profile should have an experience of 3-6 years in overall management of Audit

| udit Plan and effective Stakeholder Management. This
g/Finance/Business Administration along with a Professional

strong understanding of financial and business processes and good

Nestlé offers competitive remuneration package to the deserving candidate,

recruitment@bd.nestle.com by end of 28th December, 2008 mentioning the post in the

ek The world is waiting for you
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