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A number of outstanding painters
trace their roots to Philippines.
Manila's promising painters are now
engaged in experimentation and
frequently apply unusual techniques
in their works. Installation,
videography and collage are impor-
tant features in their works. Some
works are rich conceptually and con-
vey diverse messages to art lovers.
Conceptual art, sometimes called
"Idea Art," is where ideas or concepts
are the mostimportantaspect.

During my recent visit to Manila,
closely observed a number,of insfalla
tions, which are remarkable and
technique-oriented. Technique, in
some cases, seems to be more signifi-
cant than subject or theme in these

paintings. The paintings' themes
range from contemporary life to the
socio-political and economical life in
Manila. However nature and pictur-
esque landscapes are lacking in the
works of many promising painters.
Philippines was under Spanish rule
for around 350 years. The Philippines
was part of the last colonies of Spain,
until the Spanish-American war in

and Juan Luna.

1898. The first generation of Filipinos,
born in the 20th century, produced a
number of gifted painters. During that
time, subject was more significant than
medium or technique. The themes
were mainly landscape, portrait, social
injustice, urban and rural life in Philip-
pines. The National Museum of the
Philippines is famous for its spacious
and roomy atmosphere where one
building contains the works of Filipino
master painters; the otheris devoted to
the works of promising and budding
contemporary painters.

Fernando Amorsolo was one of the
most important artists in the history
of Pinoy art. He was distinguished for
portraits, landscapes and the por-
trayal of traditional Filipino customs,
éulturs, carnivals and, oecupations,
He was known for his craftsmanship
and mastery in the use of light. His
drawings, paintings, etchings are on
display at the National Museum of the
Philippines. Amorsolo was an inces-
sant sketch artist, often drawing at his
home, parks, and in the countryside.
He drew attention from many strata of
society, ranging from farmers to city-
dwellers. He was the first national
artistof Philippines.

Another celebrated Filipino painter
was Juan Lunain the late 19th century.
He demonstrated his artistic prowess

Clockwise (from top-left): Works by Femandn Amorsolo, Jose Joya

at an early age and underwent higher
studies in Italy. He then settled in
Paris. His famous piece, "The
Spoliarium," made him immortal in
the history of Pinoy art. The primary
concern of his paintings was to reflect
the life and times of his day. He was
romantic and optimistic, and this was
clearly expressed in his paintings,
which depicted fearless human fig-
ures and their bold movements.

Vicente Silva Manansala was a
Filipino cubist painter and illustrator.
He developed transparent cubism,
wherein the delicate tones, shapes,
and patterns of figures and environ-
ment were masterfully placed on his
canvas. His canvas was colourful,
vibrant and very translucent.

. Jose, Joya ,was, another, Ellipino

““abstractartist and his contribution to

modern Pinoy art is commendable.
Joya was simultaneously a printmaker
and mixed media artist. He pioneered
abstract expressionism in the Philip-
pines. In his lifetime, he was known
for his vigorous compositions and
accomplished techniques.

Philippines' art scene is now
replete with various techniques,
innovative styles, thoughtful themes
and diverse contemporary issues. The
young painters are now most influ-
enced by European artists.

Keanu Reeves admits to beinga
big science fiction fan, so when
offered the chance to play an
alien for new movie "The Day
the Barth Stood Still," Reeves
said he jumped atit.

Butbefore his fans think the
"Matrix” star has signed on for
just another big-budget space
flick that is long on action but
has little to say, Reeves wants
them to know this remake of a
1951 cult classic speaks to
today's audiences.

The movie will be released
in US this weekend.

"It's about the world we live
in and the destructive nature
of man, so it gives you a lot to
think about,” Reeves told

44, said he loved the "Stars
Wars" movies and read books
like "1984" and "Brave New
World." As an adult, Reeves
has always wanted to play
characters in sci-fi films.

He burst into the limelight
in an escapist fantasy, 1989s
"Bill & Ted's Excellent Adven-

time-travelling teenagers, and

throughout his career he has

worked in the genre in films
suchas “Johnny Mnemonic.”

Even love story "“The Lake

. Alquse’ had a supernatural

people living in different time
periods who trade letters
dropped into a mailbox.

By far, Reeves' biggest foray
into sci-fi was the three "Ma-
trix" movies in which he por-
trayed a computer hacker who
is suddenly thrustinto the role
of being humanity's saviour
from machines that rule the
world. The trio of blockbusters
raked in more than $1.6 billion

ture,” as one of two bumbling, -

element to its tale aboft"tve *

more than a standard sci-fi
film.

“It's also a suspense drama,
and it hopes to entertain the
masses,” he said.

As in the original "The Day
the Earth Stood Still," humans
react with panic and terror
when an alien craft lands in
New York and an alien Klaatu
(Reeves), backed up by the
towering, indestructible
robotic figure of Gort, emerges
to warn people and world
leaders that the planet is
facing a crisis.

Klaatu has come to Earth to
judge whether or not humans
should continue to exist

"Of course, the welcome
committee don't exactly help
the human cause as they
immediately shoot him,”
laughs Reeves.

But he noted that his ver-
sion of Klaatu is different than
in 1951 because this new
version is more sinister, and is

Sci-fi fan Keanu Reeves
jumped at alien role

REUT!;'RS, Los Angeles in global ticket sales. both a judge of humanity and
But Reeves calls his new itsexecutioner
"The Day the Earth Stood Still” Reeves said a key aim of the

film is to explore human
nature and how people react
in a time of crisis.

The message, he said, is that
"when we are faced with a
crisis, we can change for the
better.”

Despite being one of Holly-
wood's most successful lead-
ing men, Reeves has managed
to remain an elusive, even
enigmatic presence in a town
where scandals and 24/7
tabloid coverage are seen as
badges ofhonour.

“I'm a very private person
and I like to lead a pretty low-
key lifestyle,” admits Reeves,
"I don't go out of my way for

syt , s because of theirharmful effect the whole partying scene --
REE‘;:&; é SJ;?I?T;‘IE;Y‘IQ?OS on the other animal lifeon the though I did have my phases
the Canadian-born Reeves' PIAnet. back in the early "30s. ButT've

grown up since then.”

He also admits to being “a
bit of a loner, at least some of
the time...I'm really happy
getting on a motorcycle and
just riding alone across France
like I did last summer. No one
bothered me and I had a great
ume."

Keanu Reeves and Jennifer Connelly play the lead roles in
“The Day the Earth Stood Still”.
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