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PHOTO. AFP
Players of both Indiaand England observe two minutes'silence inmemory of the dead in the Mumbaiterror attacks at the start of the first

Testatthe MAChidambaram Stadium in Chennai yesterday.

Lewis
remanded
on drugs
charges

AFP, London

Former England all-rounder
Chris Lewis has been charged
with attempting to smuggle
cocaine with a street value of
more than 200,000 pounds into
Britain.

The 40-year-old was
arrested along with an alleged
accomplice on Monday after
border control officers at
London's Gatwick airport
found four kilograms (nine
pounds) of the illegal drug in
liquid form in fruit tins in a
baggage that had arrived from
the Caribbeanisland of St Lucia.

Lewis wasdueto appearata
preliminary court hearing on
Tuesday to answer charges
which could result in a prison
sentence.

Lewis arrived in London on
Monday morning on a flight
from St Lucia. He was travelling
with Chad Kimon, 26, who was
also arrested and charged.

Guyana-born Lewis took 93
wickets during his England Test
career and 66 wickets in one-
day internationals, at averages
of37.5and 29.4 respectively.

He finished with a Test bat-
ting average of 23 but was
widely regarded as having failed
to live up to the potential of his
early years, when he was tipped
tobecome the new lan Botham.

He retired from county
cricket in 2000 because of a
persistent hip injury after
spells with Leicestershire,
Nottinghamshire and Surrey.

He re-joined Surrey earlier
this year with a view to playing
in 20-overs matches but that
planwas scuppered by injury.

Tour rests on
government

CRICINFO, undated

[jaz Butt, the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) chairman, will
discuss the future of India's
tour to Pakistan during his visit
to Chennai for an Asian Cricket
Council (ACC) meeting on
Friday. Butt has been given
clearance to travel to India and
is expected to meet BCCI
(Board of Control for Cricket in
India) officials on the sidelines.

Security concerns in the
wake of the Mumbai terror
attacks had put the tour --
scheduled to start on January 4
--indoubtand current political
and diplomatic tensions make
ithighly unlikely.

India’'s home minister, P
Chidambaram, was unequivo-
cal on relations with Pakistan
during a speech in Parliament
on Thursday, during a discus-
sion of the Mumbai attacks and
their fallout. "There is one
thing that I wish to make clear:
Given the nature of the threat,
we cannot go back to ‘business
asusual’,” hesaid.

PCB officials, however, are
working on the issue. “The
Indo-Pak series is not on the
agenda of the ACC meeting but
it is a good platform to have
direct talks with Indian offi-
cials,” Saleem Altaf, the PCB's
chief operating officer, told
PTI. "The matter is in the hands
of two governments and we
can't do anything. But yes,
playing at neutral venues is
also an option that can be
discussed in Chennai.

Altaf said he held talks with
Indian and Australian officials
during the ICC chief executives'
meeting in Cape Town last week.
Both teams are slated to tour the
country -- Australia had post-
poned their visit in 2008 because
of security concerns and are now
scheduled to tour next April
"Both of them, BCCI secretary N
Srinivasan and (Cricket Australia
chief executive) James
Sutherland, said they had sent
the tour itinerary for approval to
their relevant government
ministries and were awaiting
clearance," hesaid.

Counties' warning

K¥ ) Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

ol

English counties who lose
centrally contracted players to
the Indian Premier League
(IPL) next year will seek com-
pensation, which may have to
come from the pockets of the
players themselves.

The two teams likely to be
affected are Hampshire and
Lancashire with Kevin
Pietersen and Andrew Flintoff
both believed to be very close
to signing IPL contracts.
Pietersen plays his domestic
cricket for Hampshire --
although he has made just 10
appearances in the last three
seasons -- and Flintoff has
been with Lancashire
throughout his career. While
neither county appears likely
to stand in the way of the
players taking IPL deals, they
want some compensation for
letting them go.

"Some people think that
because a player has a central
contract the county doesn't
have anything to do with him
any more,” Hampshire chair-

man Rod Bransgrove told the
Guardian. "The England
management might like to
think that that is the case. But
it'snot.

"England are entited to
play Kevin and they are enti-
tled to rest him, But they can't
permit him to play for another
tecam in the course of the
domestic cricket season. Any
centrally contracted player
must have permission from
his county if he intends to play
in the IPL. And in Kevin's case
that's Hampshire.

"I'm prepared to negotiate
but if any team wants Kevin to
play for them in the course of
the county season the fran-
chise concerned would have to
reachanagreementwithus.”

The problem this creates is
that IPL franchises don't
factor in any compensation
requirements when they bid
for a player. It is an issue
unique to English counties
becauseitis the only domestic
season running parallel with
the IPL.

Pietersen has reportedly
received a 1.7 million dollars
offered to play, but may have

to pay Hampshire from his

contract. Even though
Pietersen is a centrally con-
tracted player that only allows
the ECB jurisdiction over
England and county duty, not
whether he can play for
anotherteam.

The participation of
England’'s centrally con-
tracted players in the IPL has
led to lengthy negotiations
between the players, board
and Professional Cricketers'
Association. Contracts have
yet to be signed as the final
details, especially relating to
players being released, are
ironed out.

Jim Cumbes, the chief
executive at Lancashire, hopes
compensation will come from
the franchise rather than
Flintoff. "The last thing we
want to do is stop Freddie
making money in the IPL.
Good luck to him. But we will
be seeking compensation if he
does play. The county season
will be under way by then.

“No figure has been men-
tioned. It might be 10 per cent
of his contract. And we would
prefer it to come from the
franchise, rather than the
player's pocket.”

Warne accepts musical

LY Y1 Cricket

AFP, Melbourne

Australian cricket legend
Shane Warne on Wednesday
threw his support behind a
musical stage show that pres-
ents a warts-and-all account
of his controversy-laced
career.

The bowler lashed out at
the show's producers when
they announced plans for
"Shane Warne -- The Musical”
earlier this year, believing they
should have sought his per-
mission before proceeding.

ButWame said he decided to
see the musical for himself
before it opened in his home-
town of Melbourne this week
and was pleasantly surprised at
the tenor of the production
starring comedian Eddie
Perfectas the wayward spinner.

“I think Eddie and his team
have written the musical in a
respectful and sympathetic
way, and that they have cap-
tured my fun, larrikin (lovable
rogue) side,” Warne wrote in
the Herald Sun newspaper
Wednesday.

The show has been pro-
moted as "a new breed of
Aussie music theatre that
smokes, drinks, carries a few
extra kilos and still brings
home the Ashes."

With songs such as "What
an SMSI'mIn," itdoes notshy
away from the sex, betting,
drug and mobile phone scan-
dals that plagued Warne dur-
ing a stellar career that saw
him take 708 Test wickets, the
second highesttallyin history.

Comedian Perfect said this

week that the show was in
many ways a tribute to a
larger-than-life cricketer
whose career had all the ele-
mentsofan opera.

Warne said his initial mis-
givings centred on a fear that it
would be peppered with
"cheap gags" and he was
particularly concerned about
the way his ex-wife Simone
and mother Brigitte would be
portrayed.

The spinner, who retired
from international cricket in
January last year, said his
friends and management
persuaded him that the only
way to make an informed
decision about the musical
was to see it himself.

His management arranged
for him to attended a preview
and, true to form, Warne said
he steeled himself with a few
beers before watching the
performance from the back
row of the theatre.

"I am suddenly very ner-
vous. More edgy, even, than
facing Pakistani quickie Shoaib
Akhtar on a green, seaming
deck, I reckon,” Warne said of
his feelings at seeing his life
depicted onstage.

The 39-year-old said the
show's opening sequences
were funny, even though it was
"weird" watching actors recre-
ate his early career.

He admitted his apprehen-
sion mounted as the show
approached its second half,
which deals with the scandals
that faced Warne at the height
ofhis on-field prowess.

"There are a few more
chuckles and the odd cringe --
but not too many, I must
admit. Then, it's over," he said,

"My life in two hours has
just flashed before my eyes.
Again I felt weird but, in a
strange way, proud of what I'd
just witnessed," he added,
declaring himself happy with
the depiction of his ex-wife
and mother.

While pointing out that the
production exercises a degree
of poetic licence, Warne said it
had "a nice, warm feel (and) it
also has passion and lots of
emotion."

Mohali

ROM PAGE 17
put in place by the Board of

Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI) and the Punjab Cricket
Association, said: "We have
nothing but praise for the
efforts of everyone at Mohali.

"They have received our
recommendations and really
embraced all of the ECB
requests. We are now looking
forward to an exciting Test
series which starts in Chennai
with some high quality
cricket.”

ECB chairman Giles Clarke
added: "This demonstrates
the strong and determined
links that exist between the
BCCland the ECB.

"I am particularly grateful
to IS Bindra, the ICC (Interna-
tional Cricket Council) presi-
dent's special adviser, and the
Punjab Cricket Association for
all their hard work.

"We all now want to con-
centrate on this Test series
which is extremely important
for the game. I thank everyone
for ensuring these matches go
ahead."

Flynn shores up NZ

FROM PAGE 17

The debutant struggled to
come to terms with the pace of
Fidel Edwards, Daren Powell
and Jerome Taylor in the first
hour, but gained in assurance
after hitting Edwards for two
fours.

Six overs into the after-
noon session, Mclntosh gave
his wicket away too easily,
mistiming an on-drive off
Gayle to find Lionel Baker at
mid-on.

Gayle struck again ecight
overs later when the talented
but ill-disciplined Ross Taylor
skied an attempted sweep to

Xavier Marshall at mid-wicket
to end his innings on 15.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the
first day of the first Test
between New Zealand and the
West Indies at the University
Oval in Dunedin on Thursday:

NEW ZEALAND: Firstinnings

Mcintosh c Bakerb Gayle 34
How ¢ Chanderpaul b Powell 10
Flynn lbwb Gayle 95
Taylorc Marshallb Gayle 15
Rydernotout 54
McCullum notout 4

Extras: (Ib-10,w-3,nb-1) 14
Total: (Ford wklsin 73 2overs) 226
Fall of wickets: 1-10, 2-97, 3-

128,4-189
To bat: Franklin, Vettori, Mills,
Gillespie, O'Brien

Bowler DANAARR . W
Taylor SRR B
Powell 1 ol R b R |
Edwards by E AR S8 YR Y
Baker i 0
Gayle 20 i’ 42 %V
Nash 1 0 R A)

WEST INDIES: Gayle,
Chattergoon, Sarwan,
Marshall, Chanderpaul, Nash,
Ramdin, Taylor, Powell,
Edwards, Baker.

Toss: New Zealand.

Umpires: Mark Benson and
Amiesh Saheba.
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Zaheer in
hot water

INTERNET, undated

Tamil Nadu Police have
lodged a complaint with the
Indian team management
against pace spearhead
Zaheer Khan for breaching
security guidelines and get-
ting into an argument with
guards at the team hotel,

Zaheer was miffed with
securlty officlals after one of
his friends was denied en
into the bhotel on Tuesday,
police sources said,

The paceman came down
from his room and got into an
argument with the security
personnel who prevented his
friend from entering the hotel
since his name was not in the
listofapproved guests.

Zaheer's friend, a Tamil
Nadu cricketer, was eventually
allowed to enter the hotel but
only after being thoroughly
frisked which angered the
bowler even more.

Taking a serious view of the
incident, the Tamil Nadu
Police have complained to the
Indian team management and
the Tamil Nadu Cricket
Association, the organisers of
the first Test between India
and England.

 C LEAGUE

~ RESULTS

AFP, Paris

Results from final round of
European Champions League
group stage on Wednesday:
Group E
In Manchester
Manchester United (ENG) 2 (Tevez
3, Rooney 52) Aalborg (DEN) 2
(Jakobsen 31, Curth 45+2)
In Glasgow
Celtic (SCO) 2 (Maloney 14,
McGeady 45+2) Villarreal (ESP) 0
Group F
In Bucharest {
Steaua Bucharest (ROM) 0
Fiorentina (ITA) 1 (Gilardino 66)
In Lyon
Lyon (FRA) 2 (Govou 52, Benzema
68) Bayem Munich (GER) 3 (Klose
12,37, Ribery 34)
Group G
In Porto
| FC Porlo (POR) 2 (Bruno Alves 38, |
| Lisandro 54)Arsenal (ENG) 0 !
In Klev
Dynamo Kiev (UKR) 1 (Eremenko
20) Fenerbahce (TUR) 0
! GroupH
In Tunn
Juventus (ITA) 0 BATE Bonsov
(BLR)0
In Madnd
Real Madnd (ESP) 3 (Raul 25, 57,
Robben 50) Zenit Saint-Petersburg
(RUS)0
Played Tuesday:
! GroupA
In London
Chelsea (ENG) 2 (Kalou 40,
Drogba 71) CFR Cluj (ROM) 1
i (Kone 55)
InRome
AS Roma (ITA) 2 (Brighi 61, Totti
| 79) Bordeaux (FRA) 0
Group B
InAthens
Panathinaikos (GRE) 1
(Karagounis 69) Anorthosis (CYP)
0 .
In Bremen, Germany
Werder Bremen (GER) 2 (Pizzaro
63, Rosenberg 81) Inter Milan (ITA)
1 (Ibrahimovic 88)
GroupC
In Basel
Basel (SUI) 0 Sporting Lisbon |
(POR) 1 (Djalo 19)
In Barcelona
| Barcelona (ESP) 2 (Sylvinho 59,
Busquets 83) Shakhtar (UKR) 3
(Gladkiy 31, 58, Fernandinho 76)
GroupD
In Eindhoven
PSV Eindhoven (NED) 1 (Lazovic
36) Liverpoo!l (ENG) 3 (Babel 45+2,
Riera 68, N'Gog 77)-
In Marseille
Marseille (FRA) 0 Atletico Madnd
(ESP)0

Mendis out

FROM PAGE 17 ‘
after a stellar year in which he

dazzled batsmen with his
‘carrom ball’.

But his collection against
Bangladesh has been poor. He
played against the Tigers iIn
two one-dayers in this year's
Asia Cup in Pakistan where he
took two wickets in the second
meeting.

Pakistan tour

FROM PAGE 17

awaiting a response from the
government on its request for
security clearance for the tour.

Gavaskar, a Mumbai resi-
dent, said it won't be easy to
recover from the tragedy, but
backed the start of the first Test
against England at the
Chidambaram Stadium here on
Thursday.

"Life has to go on," he said.
"Ithas been a fortnightsince the
Mumbai attacks took place and
the mourningperiodis over.

"We have to plan and look
ahead so that such a tragedy
does not happen in future. Like
all otheractivities cricketshould
alsogoon.

"However, it will take a long
time to recover. You can't actu-
ally recover completely from
such tragedy.”

The Daily Star

And what of Pakistan?

lﬁ] Cricket

OSMAN SAMIUDDIN

“The show must go on” has
been the refrain, and now it
will. England's decision to
return to India and get on with
cricket, life and everything
else is, on balance, difficult to
argue against. Less difficult to
argue against also is that the
decision vividly illuminates
the double standards of
almost the entire cricket
fraternity in dealing with
India's neighbour Pakistan:
that nobody much cares about
touring Pakistan has rarely
beenmore apparent.

All kinds of noble senti-
ments accompanied the break
in England's tour following
the Mumbai attacks. Terrorists
must not be allowed to win.
Cricket will galvanise Indians.

But these sounds were
mostly absent and generally
less forceful through the last
year, as Pakistan strove to
make someone, anyone, come
and play. No Test cricket for a
year, and less prospect of it
ahead, and no Champions
Trophy. The message was
unmistakable: Terrorism must
notwin the day, unless the day
happens to be in Pakistan,
Here they can keep winning
until this blighted country is
taken over by them, by men it
Is not even entirely responsi-
ble for creating; here, whose
people clearly need no cricket
to cheer them up, offering the
pretence of life going on as
normal.

The reasons are both clear
and fuzzy. For one, the minds
that were so closed against
coming to Pakistan are easier
prised open by the prospect of
money. Noble intentions
aside, does there remain any
doubt now that the IPL will
welcome Kevin Pietersen,
Andrew Flintoff, and possibly
a few more, with arms, hearts
and pockets wide open? Not
that it was needed, but

England's return has
emphasised that cricket cur-
rently begins and ends, and
breathes and earns in
between, in India.

It says much about
cricket's current money-Jlust
that it has taken the horrors of
Mumbal, an attack at the very
financial heart of a country
and an entire sport, for people
to wake up to the problem.
Only the prospect of India
being unable to bring untold
fortunés into players' pockets
has prompted men such as
Tim May, head of the global
players’ union, to talk of solu-
tions, talk conspicuously
absent as Pakistan suffered.

Pakistan can rightly feel
aggrieved and unwanted. That
sense will not be lessened by
the realisation that the secu-
rity situation in both countries
is different enough to perhaps
warrant different responses.
At least it is very much seen to
be different: the Mumbai
attacks rightly leave India a
victim of terror, but suicide
attacks in Pakistan leave it a
victimless hub of terror. There
is truth to the perception,
though Pakistani victims are
plentiful, and to deny the
problem in Pakistan is blind
and dangerous. But details are
missed: that cricket hasn't
been targeted and that attacks
have mostly hit state and
military targets. Ultimately it
hardly matters, for a bomb in
India will do the same as a
bomb in Pakistan.

But some hope can be
drawn from England's deci-
sion. A precedent has been set,
one Pakistan will use next time
they are hosts: “If you came to
India, why not to Pakistan?”
Sadly for Pakistan, much of the
basis for that hope rests on the
ICC, an organisation tradi-
tionally possessed of the
backbone of a jellyfish, the
moral substance of a loan
shark, and a collective nous
less than that of the three
stooges.

Terrorism is not going

anywhere soon. Similar situa-
tions are likely to arise again.
Some teams leel comfortable
touring other countries where
there has been an attack,
others don't. Australia staying
on in England during the 7/7
attacks, South Africa leaving
Sri Lanka a year later after a
blast (and India staying on),
Australia not coming to
Pakistan two months before
an incident-free Asia Cup,
Australian and South African
players staying on at the IPL
after the Jaipur blasts, England
not wanting to travel to
Pakistan for the Champions
Trophy but returning to India.
Even if in some cases the
hypocrisy has been blatant, it
stands to some reason that
different countries provide
different levels -- or percep-
tions -- of threat to other sides,

Often different parties view
the same situation differently.
One of the issues that particu-
larly grated with Pakistan over
the postponement of the
Champions Trophy was that
the report of the ICC-hired
security firm was overlooked in
favour of Reg Dickason's
report, compiled for Australia,
New Zealand and England.
Both, itis said, held contrasting
views, but it was Dickason's
negative assessment in the end
thatheld sway.

The only rational way of
avoiding this discrepancy, to
eliminate as much doubt, is
for the ICC to appoint one
security firmm approved by all
its members, which would
make all future security
assessments. To ensure that
the method of assessing risk is
standard, or less ad-hoc than
it 1s now, won't stop tour can-
cellations. But it might erode
suspicions of double stan-
dards, heal some of cricket’s
rifts, and leave afiected mem-
bers with little scope for com-
plaint. In this strange, shape-
less war, that will be a little
battlewon.

(Osman Samiuddin is
Pakistan editor of Cricinfo)

Amla shines but

Mo rkel

[Tt

CRICINFO, undated

Hashim Amla ensured a pro-
ductive opening to the South
Africans’ tour of Australia with
an unbeaten hundred against
Western Australia, but the
tourists received another
injury when the fast bowler
Morne Morkel hurt his ankle.
With Graeme Smith (elbow),
Dale Steyn (hamstring) and
Paul Harris (thumb) not play-
ingatthe WACA, Morkeladded
more concern with a mild
sprain that will rule him out of
the two-day game starting on
Friday.

Morkel is one of the hyped
fast-bowling trio along with
Steyn and Makhaya Ntni, but
he should have enough time to
recover before Wednesday's
first Test. He was called for the
11th over and did not make it
through his first delivery
before hobbling off the
ground for treatment.

The batting situation was
much better for the South
Africans, with Amla and
Jacques Kallis spending some
quality time familiarising
themselves with the pitch.
Having won the toss, the
visitors were 2 for 41 after JP
Duminy (16) edged Brett
Dorey to first slip, following
Neil McKenzie's nick behind
ford.

Treating the innings like it
was a Test, Amla and Kallis
began cautiously as they found
their feet. Kallis expanded after

suftfers

spending 48 balls posting
double figures and was
unbeaten on 52, with five fours
and two sixes, at the end of
their 50 overs. Amla was more
aggressive 1n striking 15
boundaries during his 105
from 118 balls. Ashwell Prince,
the stand-in captain, and Mark
Boucherdidnotgetachanceas
the touristsreached 2 for 185.

For the record, Western
Australia finished 20 ahead at
the end of the day and sealed a
seven-wicket win, but the
fixture was more about match
practice for the South Africans
before their three Tests in
three weeks. Ntini delivered 10
overs without a wicket while
Lonwabo Tsotsobe and
Monde Zondeki also had
useful hit-outs. Tsotsobe
picked up 1 for 12 off ten overs
while Zondeki had 1 for 46 off
nine.

Both teams used 12 men,
there were no limitations on the
number of overs that a bowler
could have and no felding
restrictions. Western Australia
also continued to bat after
passing the visitors' total, finish-
ing with 4 for 215 in their 50
overs. Adam Voges top scored
with 87 of 78 balls, with 12 fours
and two sixes, and David Bandy
was unbeatenon53.

BRIEF SCORES

SOUTH AFRICANS: 185-2 in
50 overs (Amla 105 not out,
Kallis 52 notout)

WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 215-4
in 50 overs (Voges 87, Bandy 53
notout)

Result: Western Australia won
by sixwickets.

Aussies wary
of India trip

PT1, Melbourne

Australian cricketers are wary
of travelling to India for the
second season of Indian
Premier League (IPL) in April-
May next year after the recent
Mumbai terror attacks,
accordingtoareport.

A report in "The Australian’
said senior Australian players
are uncertain about going to
India in the near future and
player managers have also
expressed concermn.

Australian vice-captain
Michael Clarke said security
was one of the issues he had to
weigh up when considering
signing for the second edition
of the [PL next year.

"I have a lot of things to
consider. I have to think about
the amount of cricket, I am
oying to plan a wedding as
well and I have to think about
what happened there
recently,” said Clarke who did
not join an IPL franchise this
year and is yet to make up his
mind about entering the
Twenty20 event's second
season nextyear.

"I am going to play this Test
series (against South Africa)
and then I can sit down with
Lara (his fiancé) and my family
and make a decision. I cer-
tainly would love to be part of
the IPL, but it is a matter of
timing. If I am right to go I will
look forward to that." he
added.

The report said other
Australian players also said
the terror attacks on the Taj
Mahal Hotel in Mumbai,
where they had stayed many
times, had created anxiety
about returning for IPL in

Apnl-Maynextyear.
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