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Police said the accident hap-
ned while a Khagrachhari-
Egund passenger bus from
Chittagong turned turtle and
fell into a roadside ditch leaving
four people dead on the spot
and 27 others injured.

The injured were admitted
to Khagrachhari and
Chittagong hospitals.

Our Sirajgan) correspondent
adds: At least four people were
killed and 10 others injured in
four separate road accidents in

 the district during the last three

days.

~ The dead were identified as
Nakib Hossain,35, and Jakir
Hossain, 48, of Tangail and two
others could not be named

immediately.
Police said a estrian was
crushed under the wheels of a

Dhaka-bound bus from Bogra
at Nalka on Dhaka-Bogra
HighwayWednesday.

Another pedestrian was
killed while a speeding truck hit
him from behind at Mulibarion
thesame road Monday.

On Monday nighta man was
killed and two others were
injured in a head-on collision
between a private car and a bus
at Konaban on the road.

A man was killed and eight
others were injured while an
auto-rickshaw turned turtle on
Bogra-Nagorbari Highway at
Talgachhi area in the district the
same night.

BSS correspondent from
Jamalpur reports: Three people
were killed in two separate road
accidents in Jamalpur Sadar
upazilaWednesday.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Manik,45, of Mohanpur
village, Ismail Hossain,17, son
of Nurul Islam and Abdur
Rashid, 16, son of Suruj Ali of
Gheramarar Char in the
upazila.

Police said a speeding truck
hit a rickshaw carrying Manik
on Jamtali-Tulshipur road at
Sadarupazilaat2:00 pm.

Manik was crushed under
the wheels.

In another accident, Ismail
and Rashid were run over by a
Dhaka-bound bus on Dhaka-
Mymensingh Highway at
Kathaltalaarea.

The bus rammed a human
hauler which was standing on
the footpath of the road from
behind.

Our correspondent in
Thakurgaon reports: Two peo-
ple were killed in a road acci-
dent on Thakurgaon-Pirganj
Highway at Lohagara 'undet
Pirganj upazila Tuesday after-
NOOoT. '

The deceased were identi-
fied as Hafiz Uddin,24, son of
Muhammad Heda of
Kosharaniganj village Farug,23,
son of Babu of Munshipara.

Police said Hafiz and Babu
sustained serious injury when
their motorcycle hit a roadside
tree at 3:30 pm after they lost
control of the vehicle.

They were rushed to
Thakurgaon Sadar Hospital but
succumbed to their injuries a
fewhourslater.

BSS correspondent from
Barisal reports: Three people
were killed and two others
mjured in Barguna, Jhalakathi
and Barisal districts in the last
two days.

A man identified as Noor
Mohammed, 80, of Amtali
upazila of Barguna sustained
injuries in a road accident
Mondaynoon.

Later he succumbed to his
injuries at Sher-e-Bangla
Medical College Hospital that
night.

Another person Kuddus, 32,
was run over by a truck on
Barisal-Jhalakathi Highway
when he was crossing the road
at6:00pmTuesday.

Another person identified as
Shaheen Dewan, 35, sustained
serious injury when a vehicle
carrying him hit an electric pole
on Chowmatha road at
Kashipur union in Barisal
Tuesday.

He succumbed to his inju-
ries the same day.

Two other injured in the
same accident were rushed to

LDP to contest
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He said his party had
demanded 15 to 20 seats from
the AL-led alliance but it did
notrespond.

“We gave the names of our
53 potential candidates to
Awami League hoping that the
final list would be prepared
through discussion with the
grand alliance leaders.
Although date for holding
talks on seat-sharing with
Awami League leaders had
been fixed several times, the
meeting was not held,” the
LDP chief said referring to the
reasons for his party’'s contest-
ingthe polls independently.

The LDP electoral symbol
i5s 'umbrella’.

The LDP chief also accused
BNP of luring his party leaders
into contesting the polls
under BNP ticket in exchange
for ministerial positions in the
future government.

LDP Secretary General
Jahanara Begum, Joint
Secretary General Shahadat
Hossain Selim, presidium
members Didar Bakht,
Nazimuddin, Abul Kashem
Chowdhury and Ismat Zerin
were present,

Dhaka.

BSS correspondent from
Rangpur reports: Cardiologist
Khalilur Rahman, 48, of
National Institute of
Cardiovascular Disease in the
capital and his daughter
Fnr?mna, a second year college
student, were killed in a road
accident yesterday on Dhaka-
Panchagarh Highway at Kheyar
Jumma in Taraganj upazila of
the district.

His wife, Mrs Rahman, 42,
son Farhad Hossain, 22 and
their domestic help were also
injuredinthe accident.

Police said the accident
occurred when Farhad lost
control of his car and hit a road-
side tree.

Khalilur along with his
family members was going to
hisvillage home

BSS correspondent from
Jessore reports: A woman was
killed and her husband injured
when a bus hit a motorcycle at
Rupdia in Jessore Sadar upazila
yesterday afternoon.

The deceased was identified
as Nazma Begum,25, wife of
Azizur Rahman,35, who also
sustained injuries.

Police said a Jessore-bound
bus rammed the motorcycle at
the arealeaving Nazma dead on
the spotand Azizur injured.

Azizur was admitted to
Jessore Sadar Hospital.

The victims were coming to
Jessore town riding a motorcy-
cle.

Three people were killed and
three others were injured
Wednesday evening in the
district at Jugibari on Satkhira-
Jessore Highway.

The victims were identified
as Tutul, son of Ayoub Al
Shahin,20, son of Abdul Mollik
and Azharul Islam,25, son of
Robiul Islam of Jhapaghata
village in Kalaroa upazila.

Police said a Satkhira-bound
bus hit a motorised van coming
from opposite direction leaving
five passengers injured and one
spotdead.

The injured were rushed to
Satkhira hospital where Shahin
and Azharul succumbed to
theirinjuries.

Our correspondent in
Gaibandha reports: A woman
was killed and five others sus-
tained injuries when a speeding
bus rammed another bus
parked on Sadullapur-
Naldanga road yesterday after-
noon.

Our Narail correspondent
adds: A student of class seven of
Narail Government School was
killed in a road accident on
Jessore-Narail Highway near
Aladatpur area in the district
Tuesday.

The dead was identified as
Mamun Hossain,13, son of
Mahbub Hossain of
Mohishkholain Narail town.

Hospital sources said the
accident occurred around
11:00am in the area when a
Narail-bound microbus from

Jessore hit a motorcycle leaving |

Mamun dead on thespot.

Police seized the microbus
while the driver managed to
escape.

Our correspondent in
B'baria reports, A girl was killed
in a road accident when a
Sylhet-bound bus knocked her
down on Dhaka-Sylhet
Highwaylastevening.

The deceased was identified
as Jonaki Begum, 5, daughter of
Abu Sayed Mia of Bariura of
Nuaganj union under Sarail
upazilaofBrahmanbarnadistrict.

The driver managed to
escape.

ACC okays
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embezzlement of Tk 0.9 crore
by allocating Tk 4.53 crore for
construction of five roads in
the constituency represented
by the former minister.

ACC will press charges
against former state minister
for textiles Jahangir for amass-
ing wealth worth Tk 1.4 crore
illegally and concealing infor-
mation about the assets worth
Tk 76lakh.

Former Bangladesh
ambassador to the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) Nazim
Ullah will be charge-sheeted
for misappropriating Tk 65
lakh through prolonging his
career by two years by chang-
ing his date of birth in certifi-
cate.

The commission will press
charges against joint secretary
(now OSD) Rafiq for acquiring
illegal wealth worth Tk 30.6
lakh and hiding information
ofassets worth Tk 5.56 lakh.

Former director general of
Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (BBS) and consul-
tant of the Asian Development
Bank Waliur Rahman, ex-BBS
director (admin) Khurshid
Kamal and seven others will be
charge—sheeted for corruption
and fraudulent acts relating to
recruitment of statistics inves-
tigators.

The remaining four charge
sheets will be submitted
against six individuals, includ-
ing three Brac officials and
accountant of Birsreshtha
Munshi Abdur Rauf Rifles
College. The cases were filed

on grounds of misappropria-
tion and moneylaundering.

Col Hanif Igbal told the
briefing that the commission
has approved the submission
of final reports in 69 graft cases
involving 103 individuals,
including former BNP law-
maker Nasir Uddin Pintu,

Khoka
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appeal with the SC against the
HC verdict within the time
period.

The SC order came on
December 8 upona provisional
leave to appeal filed by Khoka
forstaying the HC verdict.

Khoka's counsel barrister
Rafique-ul Hugq told The Daily
Star that following the
Supreme Court order there
was no legal bar to contesting
the December 29 parliamen-
tary election by Khoka

On December 4, the HC
bench of Justice Tarig ul
Hakim and Justice Farah
Mahbub upon a writ petition
filed by Khoka upheld the
Election Commission's (EC)
decision, banning city corpo-
ration mayors from contesting
the parliamentary election.

The court also dismissed
the writ petition challenging
the EC's decision.

The EC on November 17
decided that mayors are not
qualified to contest the
national election since they

hold office of profit.
World ministers
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“We must re-commit ourselves
to the urgency of our cause.”

Meanwhile, the two-day
Furopean heads of state and
government meeting started in
Brussels yesterday to decide
about the European Union's
climate change policies up to
2020.

The EU summit in Brussels
holds “great consequences for
the whole world,” which looks
to the EU for leadership on
climate change, UN chiet Ban
Ki-moonwamed in hisspeech.

"We look for leadership from
the European Union. The deci-
sions currently being made by
the European leaders in
Brussels are (of) great conse-
quences for the whole world."

Ban also called for a "Green
New Deal" under which part of
the massive stimulus to tackle
the world financial crisis would
be devoted to weaning econo-
mies from carbon pollution.

Meanwhile, sources in the
Bangladesh delegation in
Poznan said Bangladesh is
going to demand legal status for
climate migrants today along
with others demands including
quick disbursement of LDCs
fund and developing a climate
index mechanism before allo-
cating adaptation fund.

The sources added the LDCs
climate change fund could be
settled at the Poznan meeting.
The LDCs are pushing it so that
thaey rean start implementing
their emergency projects from
thebeginning of2011.

The LDCs fund already has
an amount of $172 billion what
could be raised up to $200
billion as many countries are
committed to contribute to the
LDCsfund.

The Bangladesh delegations
and Oxfam international had a
bilateral meeting yesterday at
the conference centre where
they discussed adaptation
funds, adaptation and
mitigations issues. Barry
Coates, Antonio Hill and Ziaul
Hoque Mukta from Oxfam were
present.

Swedish Prime Minister
Fredrik Reinfeldt announced
Sweden's pledge of $500 million
for adaptation to be shared
among multiple adaptation
funds.

Former US vice-president
and Nobel laureate Al Gore is set
to deliver his speech at the
conference today.

All-party
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rule do not equal democracy,
but are necessary precondi-
tions to the country's stability.

“Talk of delaying elections
has understandable attrac-
tions for leaders afraid of
underperforming atthe polls,”
says Michael Shaikh, Crisis
Group's Asia Senior Analyst.
“But there is no viable alterna-
tive to timely elections”.

The political situation is
complexand fragile.

Regardless of who wins the
election, the next government
and the opposition parties will
face the challenges of making
parliament work and con-
tending with an army that
wanls a greater say in politics,
says the group.

The caretaker government
should lift the state of emer-
gency by 17 December, as
pledged, and not restrict rights
and freedoms necessary for a
credible election, itadded.

The Election Commission
mustimmediately starta public
information campaign on
voting procedures, and publish
the results promptly and accu-
rately. They should also avoid
interfering with the election by
putting security personnel in
the polling stations.

e parties must not take
the international commu-
nity's support for elections as
an endorsement of their
behaviour but rather see it as
belated recognition of the
dangers of military rule. A
sceptical public offer yet
another chance to politicians
to deliver on democracy and
change, says the group.

“For the parties, the chal-
lenge will not end on pollin
day,” says Rhoderic
Chalmers, Crisis Group's
South Asia Deputy Project
Director. “Managing a smooth
transition to democratic
functioning will require resist-
ing the winner-takes-all
approach and cooperating to
tackle the serious difficulties
the country faces.”
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4-party completes
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"We requested them [BNP and

Jamaat] to withdraw from
Cox's Bazar-2 and Netrakona-
3 but we did not get any posi-
tive response,” Abdul Latif
Nezami, secretary general of
10J, told The Daily Star around
8:00pm yesterday.

Jamaat received seven
constituencies where BNP
candidates won in 2001 elec-
tions and the four seats, where
candidates of both the allied
parties are contesting, are
considered BNP strongholds.

"We had filed nominations
for 49 seats but now we have
withdrawn from 11 seats in the
greater interest of the four-
party alliance,” Jamaat
Secretary General Ali Ahsan
Mohammad Mojahid said in a
statement. Jamaat also sent a
letter to the Election
Commission asking it to allo-
cate the "scales" election
symbol forits 38 candidates.

In 2001 elections, Jamaat
received 30 constituencies of
the four-party alliance and
won 17 of them.

BNP which leads the four-
party alliance, did not make
any formal statement regard-
ing their seat-sharing deal
with Jamaat as of last night,
the deadline for withdrawing
candidature for the December
29 polls.

BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia formally starts the party's
long-awaited election campaign
today by offering special prayers
at the shrines of Hazrat Shahjalal
(RA), Hazrat Shah Paran (RA) and
Hazrat Burhanuddin Shah (RA)
inSylhet.

She is to speak at several
public meetings and gather-
ings in Sylhet and at places on
her way back to the capital.
Her schedule includes meet-
ings at Osmani Nagar,
Nabiganj, Ali Hossain College,
Habiganj, Baliachar High
School, Madhabpur High
School and Brahmanbaria.

She also hasameeting sched-
uled for 3:15pm at South Surma,
Sylhet, partysources said.

She is to unveil the BNP
election manifesto tomorrow
in the capital.

JAMAAT CANDIDATES
Maulana Abdul Hakim for

Thakurgaon-2 constituency,
Maulana Md Hanif for
Dinajpur-1, Md Anwarul Islam
for Dinajpur-6, Monlruzzaman
Montu for Nilphamari-2,
Azizul Islam for Nilphamari-3,
Maulana Habibur Rahman for
Lalmonirhat-1, Abdul Gani for
Rangpur-1, ATM Azharul Islam
for Rangpur-2, Shah Md
Hafizur Rahman for Rangpur-
5, Prof Nur Alam Bakul for
Kurigram-4, Maulana Abdul
Azizfor Gaibandha-1, Maulana
Nazrul Islam for Gaibandha-3,
Abdur Rahim Sarkar for
Gaibandha-4, Latfur Rahman
for Chapainawabganj-3, Ataur
Rahman for Rajshahi-3,
Maulana Rafiqul Islam Khan
for Sirajganj-4, Motiur Rahman
Nizami for Pabna-1, Abdus
Sobhah for Pabna-5, Maulana
Habibur Rahman for
Chuadanga-2, Motiar Rahman
for Jhenidah-3, Azizur Rahman
for Jessore-1, Abu Saeed Md
Shahadat Hossain for Jessore-
2, AbdulWadud for Bagerhat-3,
Prof Shahidul Islam for
Bagerhat-4, Mia Golam Parwar
for Khulna-5, Shah Ruhul
Quddus for Khulna-6, Abdul
Khaleque Mondal for
Shatkhira-2, Riasat Ali Biswas
for Shatkhira-3, Gazi Nazrul
Islam for Satkhira-4, Sultan
Ahmad for Barguna-2, Delwar
Hossain Saidee for Pirojpur-1,
Mubammad Kamaruzzaman
for Sherpur-1, Ali Ahsan
Mojahid for Faridpur-3, Farid
Uddin Chowdhury for Sylhet-5,
Habibur Rahman for Sylhet-6,
Syed Abdullah Md Taher for
Comilla-11, Muhammad
Shamsul Islam for Chittagong-
14 and Hamidur Rahman Azad
forCox's Bazar-2.

10] CANDIDATES

Fazlul Haque Aminee for
Brahmanbaria-2, Muhammad
Waqqas for Jessore-5,
Shahinur Pasha Chowdhury
for Sunamganj-3, Abdullah
Md Hasan for Madaripur-1,
Muhammad Ehtesham
Sarwar for Netrakona-3 and
Mohammad Solaiman for
Cox's Bazar-2.

BJP CANDIDATES

Andaleeve Rahman Partho for
Bhola-1 and Ashiqur Rahman
Shanto for Bhola:-2.

JP 48 seats from AL
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As per the agreement, JP
candidates. will contest.ithe
election in 45 seats as alliance
candidates while Nilphamari-
4, Khulna-3 and Sylhet-3 seats
have been kept open for both
the AL and JP. The AL had won
in four of the 45 seats in the
2001 parhiamentary election.

Of the 48 seats, 24 are in
Rajshahi division with 18 out
of 22 constituencies in greater
Rangpur, nine in Dhaka divi-
sion, five in Sylhet, four in
Khulna and three each in
Chittagong and Barisal divi-
sions.

The AL also shared nine
seats with the components in
the 14-party alliance, which
nowis anine-party coalition.

Apart from the nine-party
combine, the AL-led grand
electoral alliance comprises of
JP, JP-Manju, Islamic Front
Bangladesh, Misbaur Rahman
Chowdhury's Islami Oikya
Joteand Zaker Party.

The JP has decided to take
partin the poll with the party's
official electoral symbol,
plough. Components in the
nine-party combine will
contest the election with AL's
electoral symbol, boat.

In the meantime, the AL
and its allies in the nine-party
have withdrawn their nomi-
nees from the shared seats.
The JP has also withdrawn its
nominees from all other con-
stituencies.

SHARED SEATS

After finalising seat sharing, JP
Chairman Ershad sent a letter
to the EC Secretariat asking
the commission to allocate
"plough” as the electoral
symbol to the following candi-
dates: Hafizuddin Ahmed
(Thakurgaon-3), Delwar
Hossain (Dinajpur-6), Zafar
Igbal Siddiqui (Nilphamari-1),
Kazi Faruk Kader
(Nilphamari-3), Shawkat
Chowdhury (Nilphamari-4),
Mohammad Mujibur Rahman
(Lalmonirhat-2), GM Kader
(Lalmonirhat-3), Asif Shahriar
(Rangpur-1), Anisul Islam
Mandol (Rangpur-2), HM
Ershad (Rangpur-3), Karim
Uddin Bharosha (Rangpur-4),
SM Farukuzzaman (Rangpur-
5), AKM Mustafizur Rahman
(Kurigram-1), HM Ershad
(Kurigram-2), Maidul Islam
(Kurigram-3), Golam Habib
Dulal (Kurigram-4), Abdul
Kader Khan (Gaibandha-1),
Dr TIM Fazle Rabbi
(Gaibandha-3), Ali Mahbub
(Gaibandha-4), Rowshan
Ershad (Gaibandha-5),
Shariful Islam Zinnah (Bogra-
2), advocate Altaf Ali (Bogra-
7), MA Talha (Natore-1),
Aminul Islam Jhantu
(Sirajganj-2), Abdul Awal Miah
(Kushtia-4), Abdul Jabbar
(Satkhira-2), HM Golam Reza
(Satkhira-4), Golam Kibria

‘Tipu (Barisal-3), ABM Ruhul

Amin Hawlader (Barisal-6),
Mostafa Jamal Haider
(Pirojpur-1), Mohammad
Abul Kashem (Tangail-5),
Fakir Ashraf (Netrokona-2),
Rowshan Ershad
(Mymensing-4), Mujibul
Haque Chunnu (Koshoreganj-

3), SM Abdul Mannan
(Manikganj-2), advocate
Mujibur, Rahman
(Munshiganj-3), Syed Abu
Hossain Babla (Dhaka-5), HM
Ershad (Dhaka-17), Nasim
Osman (Narayangan)-5),
Mamtaz Iqbal (Sunamganj-4),
Atiqur Rahman Atiq (Sylhet-
3), Nawab Ali Abbas Khan
(Moulvibazar-2), Abid Ali
Chowdhury (Habiganj-2),
advocate Ziaul Haque Mridha
(Brahmanbaria-2), Kazi Zafar
Ahmed (Comilla-11), barrister
Anisul Islam Mahmud
(Chittagong-4) and Morshed
Murad Ibrahim (Chittagong-
9).

JOINTPRESS CONFERENCE
The AL and JP delegations
announced reaching the
agreement at a joint press
conference.

"We have reached a con-
sensus over seat sharing with
Jatiya Party and we hope that
all will work towards ensuring
victory of the grand alliance
candidates in the upcoming
parliamentary election. We
will go for the election and
form government altogether,”
AL leader Syed Ashraful Islam
said at the conference.

"Party President Sheikh
Hasina will evaluate the cases
of Awami League leaders who
have sacrificed their candida-
ciesforthealliance," he said.

JP acting Chairman Anisul
Islam Mahmud said, "The
prime target of our grand
alliance is to continue the
anti-corruption drive and
making the country's key
institutions, including the
Anti-Corruption
Commission, Election
Commission, the judiciary
and Public Service
Commission, strong and
transparent.”

Asked about JP's
Wednesday night announce-
ment of quitting the grand
alliance, he said, "A misunder-
standing was created between
the brother and sister. But now
ithasbeenresolved.”

The AL and JP leaders
expressed deep gratitude to
their party leaders who sacri-
ficed their candidacies and
urged all to work for the grand
alliance with all-out efforts.

AL Presidium member
Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim, JP
Presidium member Ziauddin
Ahmed Bablu and Secretary
General Ruhul Amin
Hawlader were present at the
meeting.
ALCITYELECTION TEAM
AL will today form a special
election conducting team for
Dhaka city to facilitate cam-
paigns of party candidates,
The primary job of the elec-
tion conducting team for
Dhaka city will be to ensure
coordination between the
candidates and the party
central committee.

The decision was made ata
meeting of the city candidates
at AL President Sheikh
Hasina's political office in
Dhanmondi with AL spokes-

person Syed Ashraful Islam in
the chair.

Delwar
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elections can be held in a fair
and neutral manner,

He said the BNP election
manifesto has been prepared
aiming at the welfare of the
country.

Polls coverage
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help hold a free, fair and neu-

tral election through publicity
of the manifesto-based infor-
mation of the political parties,
itsaid.

The guideline will remain
in force until 48 hours ahead of
pollsday, the handout said.

119 get back
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"We extended the deadline to

facilitate commission's activi-
ties," he added.

Of the 119 aspirants, 21 are
Jatiya Party (Ershad) nominees,
about two dozen are independ -
ent candidates, two are Jamaat
candidates while the rest are
from small political parties, EC
officials said.

The ROs cancelled nomina-
tion papers of 557 candidates
on various grounds, Of those,
300 filed appeals with the EC
challenging the cancellation.
The commission held hearings
of the appeals on December 7, 8
and 10.

The seven AL nominees
whose candidacy was cleared
by the EC are Nabi Newaz
(Jhenidah-3), Fazle Rabbi
(Gaibandha-5), Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury (Feni-2), ASM Firoz
(Patuakhali-2), AK Khandaker
(Pabna-2), Harun-or-Rashid
(Laxmipur-2) and Mostak
Ahmed Chowdhury (Cox's
Bazar-3).

The seven BNP candidates
include Rafiqul Islam Jamal
(Jhalakathi-1), Md
Shahabuddin (Dhaka-11),
Giasuddin Quader Chowdhury
(Chittagong-5), Mobashwer
Alam Bhuiyan (Comilla-10),
Mostafa Kamal Pasha
(Chittagong-16), Shah Alam
Reza (Faridpur-4) and Harun-
or-Rashid (Chandpur-4).

The two Jamaat candidates
are Md Nazrul Islam
(Gaibandha-3) and Rafiqul
[slam Khan (Sirajganj-4).

Meanwhile, the EC
cancelled candidacy of three
aspirants out of 83 against
whom complaints were lodged
with the EC challenging the
commission's acteptance of
nominatons.

The three are BNP nominee
Abdul Hannan, JP candidate
Kazi Zafar Ahmed and inde-
pendent candidate Abdus
Sobhan.

The ROs will finalise candi-
dacy and allocate election
symbol to the candidates today.

The election campaigning
starts across the country today.

A total of 2,460 applications
for candidacy were filed with
the EC for the upcoming parlia-
mentary election, a record low
since the 1991 national election,
according to commission
sources.

HCCLEARS CANDIDACYOFY9

The HC yesterday directed the
EC to accept until December 14
the nomination papers of nine
candidates of the upcoming
parliamentary election as they
appealed against the commis-
sion's cancellation of their
candidature.

They are Awami League
candidate Maj Gen (retd) Abdus
Salam (Mymensingh-9), BNP
candidate Majeda Ahsan
(Chandpur-4), independent
candidate Shah Md Abul
Hossain (Barisal-4), Liberal
Democratic Party candidate
Mamdudur Rahman
Chowdhury (Bogra-4), Abdul
Aziz Mollah (Joypurhat-2),
Abdul Jabbar (Pirojpur-3),
Omar Sadat (Jessore-6), Kazi
Nabil Ahmed (Jessore-4) and
Abdul Qaiyum Chowdhury
(Sylhet-3).

Upon separate appeals filed
by the candidates, the vacation
bench of Justice Moyeenul
I[slam Chowdhury fixed
December 14 for hearing their
appeals before the regular
benchesofthe HC.

Thenine candidates submit-
ted copies of the court orders to
the EC.

The HCbench also sent back
the appeals of Jatiya Party can-
didates Kazi Zafar Ahmed
(Comilla-11) and Fakir Ashraf
(Netrakona-3), Awami League
candidate Mohiuddin Khan
Alamgir (Chandpur-4) and BNP
candidate Shahidul Alam
Talukder (Patuakhali-2) and
asked them to move the appeals
before the regular bench on
December 14.

The EC had cancelled nomi-
nation papers of aspirants on
different grounds including
their conviction in criminal
cases and charges of defaulting
loans.

Sources said the HC asked
the EC to accept nomination
papers of those charged with
minor allegation of being guar-
antors for loan defaulters and

did not entertain the appeals of
convicts orloan defaulters.

Barrister Rokanuddin
Mahmud, Khandaker
Mahbubuddin Ahmed and
barrister Moinul Hosein
appeared for the candidates
while advocate Mahmudul
[slam and advocate Shahdeen
Malik stood for the EC,

—
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1,597 finally
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different political parties in a
number of constituencies did
not withdraw their nomina-
tions disregarding party high-
ups’ directions.

At least 11 Awami League
(AL) candidates did not with-
draw their nomination papers
in greater Rangpur, where AL
shared some seats with Jatiya
Party (JP).

Among those who with-
drew their candidature are:
BNP leader Osman Faruk from
a constituency in Kishoreganj,
LDP President Col (retd) Oli
Ahmed from a constituency in
Chittagong and LDP Secretary
General Prof Jahanara Begum
from a constituency in
Rajbari, former speaker and
LDP candidate Sheikh Razzak
Ali from a constituency in
Khulna, former minister and
LDP leader Moni Swapan
Dewan from Rangamati, BNP
so-called reformist leader
Mosharraf Hossain Shahjahan
from a constituency in Bhola
and Mosharraf Hossain
Mongu from a constituency in
Barisal, Awami League (AL)
leader Mahmudur Rahman
Manna from a constituency in
Bogra, Panchanan Biswas
from a constituency in Khulna
and Jatiya Party (JP) leader
Ziauddin Ahmed Bablu from a
constituencyin Chittagong.

Jamaat leader Mir Kashem
Ali and Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) President
Monjurul Ahsan Khan also
withdrew their nominations
from constituencies in Dhaka.

HN Ashiqur Rahman of
Rangpur-5, Tipu Munshi of
Rangpur-4 and Anisul Haque

War no solution
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for bomb attacks in Mumbai in

1993 that killed nearly 260
people and Maulana Masood
Azhar, a Pakistani Muslim cleric
released from an Indian prison
in exchange for passengers on a
hijacked plane.

"You arrest them and hand
themovertous," hesaid.

Earlier, India had said it had
demanded that Pakistan hand
over 20 people.

Pakistan has previously said
that those people sought by
Indiaare notonitssoil or thereis
insufficient evidence to warrant
handing them over.

Mukherjee also demanded
the complete dismantlement of

"infrastructure facilities avail-
able" to militants on Pakistani
soil.

Meanwhile, Pakistan has not
received any evidence from
India implicating its nationals
in the Mumbai attacks, the
interior ministry said Thursday,
as New Delhi once again
pointed the finger at its neigh-
bour.

The ministry said Pakistan
would continue to arrest sus-
pected militantsinan operation
launched in the wake of the
deadly attacks on India's finan-
cial centre, but denied acting
under pressure from its neigh-
bour.

"India has not provided any
evidence so far,” the head of the
interior ministry, Rehman
Malik, told reporters.

"We have told India that we
will extend full cooperation to
bring the culprits to justice,” he
added.

"A criminal is a criminal,
whether he is Pakistani or
Indian or from anywhere else in
the world. We want to arrest
criminals. But it is wrong to say
we are doing this on the say-so
ofanyoneelse.”

Pakistan confirmed
Wednesdayithad arrested Zaki-
ur-Rehman Lakhvi and Zarar
Shah, both named in India as
suspected planners of the
Mumbai attacks, under intense
international pressure to act.

The two men are senior
members of the banned
Islamist group and have both
been named by Indian media as
key planners of the devastating
attack on Mumbai in which 172
peopledied.

Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi and

Zarar Shah were in detention
and an investigation was
underway, Yousuf Raza Gilani
told journalists.
However, it has rejected
Indian demands that suspects
be extradited, saying it will
instead try them under its own
laws.

Tamil rebels
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Wednesday and Thursday to

provide cover to ground troops
advancing on the southern
defences of Kilinochchi, the
ministrysaid.

The Sri Lankan government
pulled out of a Norwegian-
brokered truce in January, and
its troops are now locked in
fierce combat around
Kilinochchi, 330km north of
Colombo.

The rebels are fighting for a
separate state for ethnic minor-
ity Tamils from the majority
Sinhalese community.

Earlier the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment has overwhelming
public support for its war
against the Tamil Tigers, and
most people believe the rebels
will soon be defeated, an opin-
ion poll published Wednesday
shows.

——

Chowdhury of Rangpur-1,
Nuruzzaman of Lalmonirhat-
2, Abu Sayed of Lalmonirhat-
3, Hamida Banu Shova of
Nilphamari-1 and Zakir
Hossain of Kurigram-4 are
among the Al leaders who did
not withdraw their candida-
ture yesterday, reported our
Rangpur correspondent.

Following a consensus over
seat-sharing between AL and
JP last evening, AL spokesper-
son Syed Ashraful Islam said
they asked all AL candidates of
the constituencies, where AL
has shared seats, to withdraw
theirnominations.

Our Chittagong correspon-
dent reports: At least 25 aspi-
rants in Chittagong district
withdrew their nominations,
Of them, AL aspirant MA
Salam withdrew his nomina-
tion for Chittagong-4 making
room for grand alliance candi-
date and Jatiya Party Acting
Chairman Barrister Anisul
Islam Mahmud.

LDP President Col (retd) Oli
Ahmad withdrew from
Chittagong-11, grand alliance
aspirant Dilip Barua of
Samyabadi Dal from
Chittagong-1, Jatiya Party (JP)
candidates Ziauddin Ahmed
Bablu from Chittagong-5 and
Majharul Hoque Shah from
Chittagong-2.

Five independent candi-
dates and Eight Islami Front
Bangladesh candidates also
withdrew their candidature.

Eid-ul-Azha
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Khatib of Baitul Mukarram

National Mosque Mufti
Nuruddin conducted the
prayers.

[slamic Foundation also
arranged five Eid congregations
at Baitul Mukarram National
Mosque at 7:00am, 8:00am,
9:00am, 10:00am and 11:00am.
Eid congregations were also
held at different mosques in the
capital as elsewhere across the
country.

President lajuddin Ahmed,
Chief Adviser Fakhruddin
Ahmed, advisers to the care-
taker government, Speaker
Jamiruddin Sircar, Chief Justice
MM Ruhul Amin and other
dignitaries, offered Eid prayers
atNational Eidgah.

A special munajat (prayer)
seeking divine, blessings for
peace and prosperity of the
country as well as welfare of the
people and greater unity of the
Muslim Ummah was offered at
the main congregation.

Government and political
leaders hosted reception for
dignitaries, elite and cross-
section of people on the occa-
sion.

President Jajuddin Ahmed
and his wife hosted reception
for diplomats and elite of the
city at Bangabhaban. The presi-
dent and the chief adwiser
exchanged greetings and pleas-
antries on the occasion at
Bangabhaban.

On the Eid Day, Awami
League president and former
prime minister Sheikh Hasina
urged people to vote judiciously
in the December 29 parliament
elections and allow her to serve
them once more with a selfless
devotion to public cause.

“I can make any amount of
sacrifice for the cause of the
people because my politics is
for the people,” she told report-
ers at her Dhanmondi office on
the sidelines of exchanging Eid
greetings with diplomats and
cross-section of people.

She also called for sacrifice
following the teachings of holy
Eid-ul-Azha for peace and
happiness of all as Muslims
celebrated this great festival
reflecting this spirit.

Her political archrival, for-
mer prime minister and BNP
Chairperson Khaleda Zia, said
shewould announce herparty's
election manifesto on
December 13, a day after formal
launch ofher poll campaign.

Khaleda told reporters that
the manifesto would contain
her policies and programmes to

be implemented on economic,
social and political fronts if the
BNP-led four-party alliance is
again elected to power.

The former prime minister
received foreign diplomats at
Eskaton Ladies' Club and
exchanged Eid greetings with
the dignitaries. She also
exchanged Eid greetings with
cross-section of people, includ-
ing party leaders and workers.

On the occasion, Khaleda
visited the grave of president
Ziaur Rahman and offered
special prayer.

Strong contingents of 4,608
police personnel were on duty
as part of security measures
during the Eid-ul-Azha vaca-
tion in the capital, according to
the DMP commissioner.

Dhaka City Corporation
took steps to clear garbage and
animal wastes from the streets
immediately after sacrifice of
animals by city-dwellers.

State-run Bangladesh
Television, Bangladesh Betar
and private TV channels aired
special programmes on the
occasion.

Improved diets were served
at hospitals, jails, government-
run children's homes and

vagrant and destitute welfare
centres across the country.



