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PHOTO: AFP
This undated handout photograph released by Sri Lanka's Defence Ministry yesterday, shows gov-
ernment troops by a roadside in the northern Wanni region. The ministry said that troops have killed
scores of Tamil Tiger rebels in the past few days and are within "kissing distance" of their political
capitalin Kilinochchi.
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Lankan troops in 'kissing
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distance' of Tiger HQ

Troops capture part of key highway

AFP, AP, Colombo

Sri Lankan troops have killed scores of
Tamil Tiger rebels in the past few days and
are within "kissing distance" of their
political capital, the defence ministry said
yesterday.

Forces were moving towards the key
town of Kilinochchi and inflicting high
casualties on the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), the ministry said.

“Troops are now positioned in kissing
distances to the outer defence lines of the
LTTE's administrative heartland and
main garrison township, " it said.

The government has said that the fall
of Kilinochchi was imminent since
September, but intense rebel resistance
and monsoon rains slowed the military
push.

The military "have caused great dam-
ages to LTTE leaving scores killed and as

many injured during the past few days,"
the defence ministry said.

It said troops found 11 bodies of Tiger
cadres on Saturday.

The ministry did not give details of its

casualties, while there was no comment

from the guerrillas.

Earlier Sri Lanka's military captured a
rebel-held village Saturday, bringing half
of a main highway leading to the rebels’
de facto capital of Kilinochchi under
government control, the military said.

Military spokesman Brig. Udaya
Nanayakkara said soldiers took control of
Kanagarayankulam village, creating a link
with other government-captured villages
and putting 48km of rebel-held highway
under military control,

About 30 miles of the highway remain
inrebel hands,

The road linking the northern Jaffna
peninsula to the rest of the country had

been under rebel control for the past 10
years, and except for a few years under a
cease-fire it has been closed for civilian
use.

Nanayakkara said casualty details
fromthebattle were not available.

Meanwhile, air force jets bombed two
rebel locations in the island's north,
where government troops are trying to
capture Kilinochchi, the military said in a
statement.

Fighter jets targeted a rebel stronghold
and a mortar-launching position in the
Paranthan area, four km north of the rebel
headquarters, it said.

Pilots confirmed the raids were suc-
cessful, the military said, without giving
casualty details,

Rebel officials could not be contacted
for comment because most communica-
tion lines to rebel territory have been
severed.

[ran tests
medium-range
missile

AFP, Tehran

Iran said that it has test fired
yesterday a surface-to-surface
missile during manoeuvres in
the Sea of Oman, the Fars news
agencyreported.

A missile-launcher warship
fired the medium-range, sur-
face-to-surface Nasr 2 (victory)
missile, which hit its target at a
30-kilometre (18 miles) dis-
tance, accordingto the report.

The news agency did not
elaborate on the specific range
of the missile, only adding that it
wastested forthe firsttime.

Iran has test fired missile
weaponry several times in the
pastfewyears.

The country has always
warned of a dire response in the
event that it comes under attack
by the United States or [srael.

The United States and a
number of its allies, including
Israel, fear that Tehran is using
its civilian nuclear programme
as cover for developing atomic
weapons,

Angry Greek youths wreak
havoc after police kill teen

AFP, Athens after youths threw objects at

hiscar.

Thaksin loyalists desperate
to stay in power

Hundreds of protesters set cars
ablaze, lobbed molotov cock-
tails at banks and clashed with
police in several Greek cities on
Sunday in a night-long display
of anger at the police killing of a
teenager.

The death of 15-year-old
Andreas Grigoropoulos late
Saturday set off outbursts
throughout the evening from
the capital Athens to the south-
ernisland of Crete.

The clashes continued
through Sunday morning in
central Athens, where a group
of masked youths threw stones
and molotov cocktails at police
officers who responded with
tear gasin frontofauniversity.

Other groups held siege at
the polytechnic school in the
Exarchia district, where
Grigoropoulos was shot by a
police officer who opened fire

Demonstrators took to the
streets of Athens late Saturday
to protest the "arbitrary” police
action, shouting slogans
against the right-wing govern-

ment of Prime Minister Costas’

Karamanlhs.

Youths set fire to garbage
bins in the central Exarchia
district, scene of frequent
clasheswith police.

The anger spread to other
cities as protesters set about 20
cars on fire in Athens, Greece's
second largest city of Salonika
and western Patras through the
evening.

The facades of 17 banks in
Athens and five in Salonika
were damaged, while some
businesses were also attacked.
Demonstrators threw molotov
cocktails at the police station
in Patras.

AP, Bangkok

Loyalists of exiled former Thai
Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra tried desperately to
remain in power Sunday, even
offering the prime minister's
job to smaller parties that have
abandoned their coalition and
joined theopposition.

The offer came a day after
the opposition Democrat Party
announced that it is ready to
form the next government after
mustering the support of about
250 lawmakers in the 480-
member lower house of
Parliament. It said enough
members from the pro-Thaksin
coalition have defected to give
the Democrats the required
number.

“The number of lawmakers

that the Democrats have is

250ish,” said Buranaj
Smutharaks, a Democrat Party
spokesman.

He said the Democrats will
ask Parliament's speaker on
Monday to convene a session of
the house so the party can prove
Its majority and choose a prime
minister,

The jockeying for power has
suddenly shaken Thailand out
of a political paralysis which set
in when the People's Alliance
for Democracy, an ant-Thaksin
activist group, occupied the
prime minister's office six
months ago. Its campaign
culminated in its weeklong
shutdown of the country'smain
international airport on Nov. 25.

Thaksin, who was ousted by
a 2006 military coup for alleged

turmoil. He fled the country in
July and 1s living in the United
Arab Emirates, but continues to
have a heavy influence on
politics and is still supported by
many in the impoverished
countryside.

More than 300,000 travellers
were stranded by the airport
shutdown, which dealt a heavy
blow to the country's tourism-
dependenteconomy.

The airport siege ended
Wednesday, a day after the
government made up of the
pro-Thaksin People's Power
Party and its five coalition part-
ners was toppled by a court
order for election fraud. The
People's Power Party and two
others were abolished and
Prime Minister Somchai

| 7
ored

PHOTC: AFP

Yinglak Shinawatra (C), the younger sister of ousted Thai prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra, attends a

corruption, remains at the
centre of the country's political

Wongsawat was banned from
politics for five years.

meeting in Bangkok yesterday of the Puea Thai (For Thais) party, under which members of the ruling
People Power Party (PPP) have regrouped following its dissolution by a court earlierin the week.
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PHOTO: AFP
A child pulls containers filled with water yesterday at Kibati camp for internally displaced people in

the Democratic Republic of Congo's volatile east. The UN refugee agency said that more than 90,000

people were missing in the conflict-hit eastern DR Congo after three makeshift camps in rebel-held
areas were found emptied.

Afghanistan situation
will get harder: McCain

AP, Kabul

Sen. John McCain said Sunday
thatthe situationin Afghanistan
will get more difficult before it
getseasier "justlike the surgein
[ragwas."

The former Republican
presidential candidate visited
the southern province of
Helmand, where he said Nato
forces are at a stalemate with
insurgents. McCain said the US
will be paying more attention to
that part of the country with an
influxoftroops.

McCain visited the country
with Sen. Joe Lieberman and
Sen. Lindsey Graham, all mem-
bers of the Senate Armed
Services Committee. The three
have also visited Iraq, India and

Pakistaninthelastseveral days.

President-elect Barack
Obama asked McCain to report
back to him on what the three
learn, Lieberman said.

The three senators had
dinner Saturday with Afghan
President Hamid Karzai and his
Cabinet. They also met with US
Gen. David McKiernan, the
commander of US and Nato
troops in the country, and a
newly arnved US general in
Helmand, where British troops
havebeenstationed.

‘It'satough situation there,"
McCain said of the country's
south. "We're going to have
additional troops and addi-
tional help. It's a stalemate that
exists and we're going to need
additional troops."
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Hispanic leaders urge
Obama to tackle
immigration reform

AFP, Chicago

Hispanic leaders urged presi-
dent-elect Barack Obama to
ISSue a moratorium on immi-
gration raids and deportations
atarallyin Chicago Saturday.

"President-elect Barack
Obama knows the immigra-
tion system is broken and we
understand and believe he
wants to fix it," said US
Representative Luis Gutierrez.

“We're ready to create the
political support, the grass-
roots support that (Obama)
needs."

Despite the challenges he
faces in dealing with two wars
and an economic crisis, it
appears as though Obama

considers immigration reform
a priority, Gutierrez said.

Gutierrez has spoken to
Obama'’s chief of staff, Rahm
Emanuel, four times in the
past two weeks and will be
meeting with Obama in the
coming days to discuss the
ISsue.

"We believe that as we go to
the American people and we
shatter the myths about our
broken immigration system
that one of the most powerful
symbols we have is the sanc-
tity of marriage ... and that
government should not be
destroying families" separat-
ing family members with
deportations, Gutierrez said.

S Korea pessimistic over
6-party nuclear talks

AP, Beijing

South Korea's nuclear envoy
yesterday expressed pessi-
mism about upcoming six-
nation talks on North Korea's
nuclear programme as negoti-
ators arrived in Beijing to
prepare for the meetings.

Kim Sook, who leads the
South Korean delegation, was
to meet his US and Japanese
counterparts later Sunday to
lay the groundwork for the
latest round of talks scheduled
tostart Monday.

North Korea which con-
ducted a nuclear test in 2006
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agreed last year to disable its
nuclear reactor in exchange
for aid. But it recently denied
having agreed to allow inspec-
tors to take samples from its
nuclear complex to verify past
nuclear activities,

The discussions in the
coming week are expected to
focus on how to verify
Pyongyang's accounting of
the programme, but negotia-
tors have said they expect the
process to be difficult,

‘I am not optimistic at all,”
Kim said, according to South
Korea'sYonhap news agency.

12 militants, 5 soldiers
killed in Afghanistan

AFP, Kabul

Twelve Taliban militants and five Afghan sol-
diers were killed in separate violence across the
country over the weekend, officials said yester-
day.

Most the militants died when they attacked
a police post in Afghanistan's restive southern
Helmand province late Saturday, triggering a
gunbattle that also left policemen wounded.

Police arrested two militants but another
two escaped, Daud Ahmadi, spokesman for the
provincial governor, told AFP.

"Nine Taliban were killed and they left their
bodies at the battlefield, Four Taliban and three
policemen were wounded,"” he said.

Separately, US-led coalition forces said they
killed three insurgents outside the capital
Kabulon Saturday.

The Afghan army said five of its soldiers died
and three others were wounded in two road-
side bomb explosions on Saturday.

The Taliban, who were in power from 1996
to late 2001, have waged a bloody insurgency
against Afghan and international forces under
Nato and US command in Afghanistan.

The rising insurgency has claimed thou-

Martha 'Sonny' Von Bulow

Sunny von
Bulow dies
after 28-yr
Ih coma

AP, New York

Martha "Sunny" von Bulow,
an heiress who spent the last
28 years of her life in oblivion
after what prosecutors alleged
In a pair of sensational trials
were two murder attempts by
her husband, died Saturday at
age 76.

She died at a nursing home
in New York, her children said
inastatementissued by family
spokeswoman Maureen
Connelly.

sunny von Bulow was a
personification of romantic
notions about high society a
stunning heiress who brought
her American millions to
marriages with men who gave
her honoured old European
names.

sands of lives and has paralysed the interna-
tionally backed post-Taliban reconstruction of
Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, the United States will deploy
the firstofits new forces arnving in Afghanistan
next year around Kabul, a US general said
Sunday, reflecting fears the Afghan capital is
increasingly under threat.

About 4,000 of the additional troops the
United States is expected to send to
Afghanistan will be deployed around the capi-
tal.

"They're going to be positioned south and
west of Kabul in the Wardak and Logar prov-
inces,” said Brigadier General Mark Milley,
deputy commander of operations in
Afghanistan's east.

"With the French conducting operations
north of Kabul and a new US brigade south and
west, and reinforcements east of Kabul, we feel
pretty good about seeing some significant
improvements in the surrounding provinces of
Kabul."

The decision to deploy fresh troops around
Kabul reflects the growing concern among
international military leaders over an increase
ininsurgentactvity surrounding the capital.




