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Ex-ECB chief
against going
back to India

BBC ONLINE, undared

England should call off their
tour of India, says former
England and Wales Cricket
Board chairman Lord
MacLaurin,

The squad are expected to
receive a security report on
Tuesday before deciding
whether to return following
the attacks on Mumbai.

But MacLaurin told BBC
Radio 5 Live: "I think the ECB
will probably say yes and 1
thinkitwill be very sad.

"I don't think any security
people can actually say it's
going to be safe. If it was left to
me, [lwouldn'tgo.”

The England squad returned
home following the attacks,
which left 188 peopledead.

The final two one-day
matches were cancelled and a
planned three-day warm-up
match has since been
scrapped.

However, England have
been offered a revised sched-
ule, with the first Test on 11
December in Chennai and the
second beginning on 19
Decemberin Mohali.

Former captain Nasser
Hussain believes England can
“makeastatement” byretuming.

"Eventually, the game has
to go on,” Hussain told the
Daily Mail.

"If the security people say it
is as safe as it can.be and as
long as the Indian people want
it, England can make a state-
ment by going back.”

Another former England
captain Mike Atherton wrote
in the Times newspaper: "The
smart money is on England
returning to India towards the
end of the week.”

India
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attacked Mumbai had

Pakistani links -- a charge
Pakistan has denied.

Pakistan themselves have
suffered from the postpone-
ments this year and if India
refuse to tour, it could leave
Pakistan without a Test from
December 2007 to June 2009,
when they are scheduled to
visit Sri Lanka.

Miandad pointed out that
for the first time an all-cricket
body was in power in the PCB
and those concerned were
concentrating on improving
cricket in the country. "Terror-
ism is a persisting problem and
we are even trying to formulate
a strategy to give the best secu-
rity cover to visiing teams. We
understand the fear factor and
have, therefore, hit upon this
plan, which will be sent to the
government for ratification
soon enough,” hesaid.

A similar sentiment was
echoed by Pakistan captain
Shoaib Malik Pakistan captain
who believed "cricket diplo-
macy” would help ease ten-
sions between the two coun-
tries. "If we play cricket
maitches then the people of
both the countries will have a
chance to divert their atten-
tion and the situation will
definitely improve,” he told
reporters. "Cricket diplomacy
has helped in the past as well
in the same manner.”

"We badly need cricket
because we have not played a
single Test this year and are
anxiously waiting for the India
series."

He was also hopeful that
England would return to India
for the Tests which would not
only "be a very good decision”
but would also ensure that
cricket continued, even dur-
ing these troubled times.

India's tour, scheduled
from January 4 to February 19,
includes three Tests, five one-
day internationals and a
Twenty20international.

Arambagh
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earlier games but started as
striker yesterday, converted
the spotkick coolly but had to
wait till the 43rd minute for his
second goal. It was asolo effort
from the mid-pitch and 'he
dribbled past two defenders
before beating Nahid at the
Abahanigoal.

Nicodemus completed the
second treble of the league on
the stroke of halftime when he
leaped in the air and beat two
rival defenders to head home a
right-side centre by Tutul. The
first hattrick was also scored
against Khulna Abahani when
Alfaz Ahmed struck three
goalsina5-0win.

Tutul set the team's fourth

goal with another cross in the
53rd minute when he picked
up Moudud to nod home
while Nayan sealed the victory
in the 64th minute with a
powerful shot from 25 yards.

Run ragged by the Dhaka
opponents, the tourists cre-
ated two late openings but
Manjurul hit the sidebar with
an angular shot two minutes
from time after Ashiqul's
effort from the top of the box
was saved by Arambagh

keeper Piru.

against Dhaka atthe Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium yesterday.

PHOTO: TIGERCRICKET.COM
Rajshahi all-rounder Suharwardi Shuvo works the ball towards mid-wicket on the second day of their National Cricket League match

Malik hopes cricket can
ease Indo-Pak tension

AFP, Lahore

Pakistan captain Shoaib Malik on Tuesday
called for India's tour of his country to go
ahead, saying "cricket diplomacy" would ease
tensions between the rival neighbours.

The captain made his remarks amid
reports that India will cancel its upcoming
Pakistani tour after accusations that the ter-
rorists that killed 188 people in Mumbai came
from Pakistan.

"If we play cricket matches then the people
of both the countries will have a chance to
divert their attention and the situation will
definitely improve. Cricket diplomacy has
helped in the past as well in the same man-
ner," Malik told reporters.

Indiais due to play a side game, three Tests,
five one-day internationals and a Twenty20
match on in the January-February tour of
Pakistan next year.

Before the attacks, India's Board of Control
for Cricket was awaiting security clearance
fromits government to go on the tour.

As tensions grow between the two coun-
tries after the Mumbai attacks, reports have
emerged in the Indian media that the matches
will be cancelled.

Malik said cricket was the sub-continent's
biggest passion and listed past examples of

how the sport has brought India and Pakistan
closer.

Pakistan's military ruler General Ziaul Haq
used cricket as a tool of diplomacy by visiting
India in the middle of the Pakistan cricket
team's 1987 tour there. Pakistan also toured
India in 1999 despite death threats from
Indian Sikh extremists.

Malik said he hoped England's team would
return to India to play Test matches, which
were abandoned after the Mumbai attacks.

"If England agrees to tour India for Tests, it
would be a very good decision because cricket
must go on," Malik said,

The England and Wales Cricket Board has
said it will wait for a security report before
sending its team back for the two-match
series.

Malik said his team must play some
matches soon.

"We badly need cricket because we have
not played a single Test this year and are anx-
iously waiting for the India series, " said Malik.

Australia’s refusal to tour Pakistan earlier
this year due to fears over possible Islamic
militant attacks left Pakistan without a Test

~ during the whole of last year. If India refuses to

tour, Pakistan's next Test will be in Sri Lanka in
July 2009.

England offered new tour
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that an England team and their supporters would
be targets.

"If one individual decides they cannot go then
otherswill probablyfollow."

Spinner Graeme Swann, battling to secure a
place in the side, admitted he had a "tricky" deci-
sion to make, despite not being 100 per cent
happytoreturn.

Ratnakar Shetty, chief operating officer for the
Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI), told
the BBC: "In principle [the England team] do feel
that the tour has to go on butI thinka clear picture
will emerge by [Monday] evening or tomorrow
moming as to howwe will proceed in this matter.

"I think a team which visits and then took a
break and wentback -- when it comes backI think
it sends a great deal of positive signal to the
world.”

Last week's terror attacks in Mumbai saw at
least 172 people killed.

With the last two one-dayers between India
and England already cancelled, the two-Test
series depends onthe securityreport's outcome.

It is understood that travel will be limited as
much as possible, with England flying directly to
Chennaitostartthe tour.

ECB managing director Hugh Morris could not
confirm reports of Andrew Flintoff and Steve
Harmison refusing to travel.

"I'venothad confirmation from either Andy or
Steve," Morris told BBC 5 Live's Sportsweek

rogramme on Sunday.
g "What we are doing is pulling information
together over the next 24 to 48 hours and we will
be putting that to the players and their represen-
tatives."

Morris said the team would only go back to
India if their safety could be guaranteed, but it

remained unclear as to which players a returning
England team would.

He said England could send aweakened squad
if regular first-teamers declined to go, conceding:
"Clearly we would have to potentially face that
issue."

Swann told BBC Radio 5 Live's Sportweek
programme: "I wouldn't be 100 per cent happy
going back. If [the report] says 'look guys we're
safe, we can go out there, we can do some good
playingcricket,' thenI'd go.

"But until thatreport comes back, I'm notkeen
atthe minute."

Meanwhile, Lalit Modi, vice-president of the
Indian cricket board (BCCI), expects England to
return --if safety assurancesare met.

"Player safety and fans safety is paramount for
us," Modisaid.

"But on the other hand we must make sure
events like this don't give the opportunity to
terrorists around the world to get away with this
We need to carryon.

"I'm sure families will want to influence play-
ers and rightfully so, but they need to make their
own decision.

"I really do believe it will happen though. The
ECB, the security teams and governments are all
checkingitoutand'msureitwillbeallright.”

He also said the BCCI would not press the ECB
forcompensationshould the series beshelved.

[nternational Cricket Council chief executive
Haroon Lorgat urged the series to go ahead if it
was safe todoso.

"If safety and security allow then I would urge
the England Test tour of India to go ahead,” he
said, "and if it does so, then representatives of the
[CC will be there to show solidarity with the com-
petingteams.”

C'Ron wins Ballon d'Or
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Despite the good showing for the division,

Ronaldo is just the second England-based
player to win the award since Best in 1968.
Michael Owen, in 2001, is the other.

“It is one of the most beautiful days of my
life. To gain this trophy is something I dreamed
of as a child,” Ronaldo told www.francefoot-
ball.fr. “Great emotion fills me but I cannot
really describe it.

“I want to thank those who voted for me,
those who know me and those who live with
me. I was not worried, because [ was aware of
what I did in the course of the season. But to the
people who mentioned my name, I say thank
you.Thankyoualso to my teammates.”

Ronaldowas certainlynotataloss forwords.

“This (trophy) is one that [ want to win again
becauseitis so good,” hesaid. “Therefore, [ willwake
andIwillsaytomyself'Iwanttobe evenbetter.™

Ronaldo admitted he was proud to be take

the honour ahead of a host of world stars.
“I am only 23 years old and it is splendid,
incredible,” he said. “There were other great
names this year. I see that Lionel Messi finished
second and Fernando Torres third, but also
(fifth-placed) Xavi ... all these people could
have taken the trophy, and Iwonit.”

RESULTS

|. Cristiano Ronaldo (Portugal, Manchester
Utd), 446 points

2. Lionel Messi (Argentina, Barcelona), 281 pts

3. Fernando Torres (Spain, Liverpool), 179 pts

4. Iker Casillas (Spain, Real Madrid), 133 pts
5.Xavi Hernandez (Spain, Barcelona), 97 pts

6. Andrei Arshavin (Russia, Zenit St
Petersburg), 64 pts

7.David Villa (Spain, Valencia), 55 pts

8. Kaka (Brazil, Milan), 31 pts

9. Zlatan Ibrahimovic (Sweden,
Internazionale), 30 pts

10. Steven Gerrard (England, Liverpool), 28 pts

___ PASTWINNERS

AFP, Paris

Last ten Ballon d'Or, Footballer of the Year
winners after Cristiano Ronaldo was named
onTuesday:

2008: Cristiano Ronaldo (POR/Manchester
United)

2007: Kaka (BRA/ACMilan)

2006: Fabio Cannavaro (ITA/Jventus then
Real Madrid) !
2005: Ronaldinho (BRA/FC Barcelona)
2004: AndreiShevehenko (UKR/AC Milan)

2003: PavelNedved (CZE/Juventus) |
2002: Ronaldo (BRA/Inter Milan then Real
Madrid)

2001: Michael Owen (ENG/Liverpool) |

2000: LuisFigo (POR/Real Madrid)
1999: Rivaldo (BRA/FC Barcelona)

LOCAL SNIPPETS

SPORTS REPORTER

Mahtabuddin Ahmed and
Abdul Momin took joint lead
in the Prime Bank 11th Open
International Rating Chess
tournament with five points
after the fifth round matches
held at the federation hall
room yesterday.
Mohammad Shamim,
Obaidul Islam and Shahjahan
Kabir closely follow the lead-
erswith 4.5 points each.

POLICEHOCKEY
UNB adds: DMP won the
Bangladesh Police Hockey
Championship beating APBN
team by 3-1 in the final at the
Maulana Bhashani National
Hockey Stadium yesterday.
Rana Das scored two goals
for the champion team to be
adjudged the bestplayer.
Inspector General of Police
Nur Mohammad witnessed
the final as chief guest and
later distributed prizes.

WI call up
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performance, following his 76
and 3 for 38 against Jamaica.
T&T were the eventual cham-
pions of the tournament.

He made his ODI debut for
West Indies in a World Cup
match against South Africa
last year but has since played
only three more games, the
latest being against Australia
atthesamevenue in June.

Findlay and Miller were
part of the ODI squad for the
three-match series against
Pakistan in Abu Dhabi which
concluded just before the
team departed for New
Zealand. West Indies play two
Twenty20 internationals
before the five-match one-day
series commences in
Queenstown on December31.

United start
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IGS principal Hasan Faruque,
vice-president of Rangpur
DSA Zamshed Ali Khan and
secretary Abdul Gofur were
also present during the inau-
gural ceremony.

Nine Premier teams and
seven from different districts are
taking partin the competition.

BCB approves
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Mahmud Jamal, ground and
facilities- Shafiqgur Rahman
Munna, CCDM- GS Hasan
Tamim, marketing and com-
mercial- Aziz Al Kaiser, medi-
cal- Syed Zahid Hossain,
tender and purchase- Mirza
Salman Ispahani, media and
communications- Jalal Yunus,
audit- Feroz Ahmed, women's
wing- Abdullah Al Fuad
Redwan and logistics and
protocol- Mizanur Rahman,

Ashraful admits
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now," said Ashraful demand-

ing bouncy wickets athome.

Abdur Razzak, who has
been suspended from bowling
in international cricket for
suspect action, said he is
looking forward to come back
shortly.

"I believe it is possible for
me to rectify my action. I am
hopeful that even if I miss the
Tests against Sri Lanka, I
would be able to feature in the
one-day series,” said the ace
Bangladesh left-arm spinner.

Bangladesh will play two
Tests and three ODIs against
Sri Lanka at home in
December-January.

Bangladesh's Australian |

coach Jamie Siddons, who
flew to Australia from South
Africa, willjoin the team later.

@he Daily Star

Verbal war begins

The Australia-South Africa series

ﬁ] Lricket .o

CRICINFO, undated

-

Australia and South Africa are incapable of
competing without pre-series bluster but Tim
Nielsen, the Australia coach, has sald Gracme
Smith's men face an enormous task to back up
their words with on-field success. South

|| Africa's coach Mickey Arthur said earlier this

week his side would try to exploit Andrew
Symonds's temperament and the uncertainty
over Matthew Hayden's future when the first
Teststartsin Perth on December 17.

Arthur labelled South Africa's fast-bowling
line-up as the most exciting group he had been
around and Smith has spoken of the team's
confidence in the lead-up to the tour. However,
Smith had also sparked a pre-series war of
words in 2005-06 only for his side to lose 2-0
and Nielsen said the Australians would not
hesitate to remind South Africa of their poor
record in Australia, where they have won one
Testinthe post-isolation era.

“They better be ready. They're talking them-
selves up alotat the moment,” Nielsen said after
Australia wrapped up a 2-0 series win over New
Zealand in Adelaide. "There's no doubt they've
got some good bowling but they've never won
over here before, so they'd better play betterthan
they've ever played before. We've got some high-
quality players in our top order that are ready for
the challenge of South Africa.”

Although Hayden and Symonds are still
shorton runs, several of their teammates found
form against NeW Zealand including the
wicketkeeper Brad Haddin, who posted his first
Test century in Adelaide. Nielsen said it was
important for the squad to build confidence
following the tough tour of India, where they
lost 2-0 and some key members of the team
struggled.

"We had a couple of guys who got some real
personal success as well over the last two Test
matches, which isa real fillip for them, " Nielsen
said. "Hadds obviously getting his big score and
Mitchell [Johnson] getting his first five-for and
then Brett (Lee] getting nine wickets here,
Andrew Symonds coming back into the team.
All those things add up to us being in a much
better place than when we left Nagpur a month

orsoago,”

Form and confidence will be crucial in the
three Tests against South Africa, who have not
lost a Test series since visiting Sri Lanka in 2006
and are now the second-ranked side behind
Australia. Smith, Hashim Amla, Neil McKenzie,
Ashwell Prince and AB de Villiers are all in the
top ten run scorers in Tests for 2008 and helped
South Africa do what Australia could not
achieve this year -- they drewa series in India.

The attack based around Dale Steyn,
Makhaya Ntini and Morme Morkelwill also be a
threat. However, Australia’'s captain Ricky
Ponting said his men were not concerned
about handling the fast bowlers on what is
likely to be a bouncy WACA surface.

"It's on paper a very good attack,” Ponting
said. "It's an attack, though, that hasn't played
in Australia, that's the other thing We all know
that it's pretty easy to get carried away with
conditions in Perth if you haven't played there
before.”

The WACA can even trick the home team
and last summer Australia played four fast
bowlers there, including Shaun Tait, only to lose
to India when the pitch failed to offer as much
pace as expected. Although Ponting said they
would consider a four-man fast-bowling line-
up again this year, Nielsen prefers the balance
ofincludinga spinner.

"It allows us to get through some overs
without being totally defensive at times as
well,” Nielsen said. "It balances us up nicely
and gives us those options if they do get part-
nerships going that we have something a bit
different rather than keep slogging away with
the same style of bowling.”

A four-man pace attack worked against New
Zealand at the Gabba before the offspinner
Nathan Hauritz was surprisingly called into the
team for Adelaide when Jason Krejza hurt his
ankle. Australia are likely to be given a much
more rigorous examination by South Africa
than they were by New Zealand, who are now
ranked eighth, but Nielsen is confident his men
can deliver.

“The great thing about these sort of series is
that our senior players have shown time and
tme again when the game's on the line they're
willing to stand up and do the job,” Nielsen
said. "That'll be the challenge for South Africa.
Talkis pretty cheap at this time of the summer."

Khulna lose their way
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dec. in 100.2 overs (Sahagir

ki i

batted diligently too, scoring
850ff 176 balls.

Shuvo also added 71 runs
for the fifth wicket with Sabbir
Rahman, who contributed 37.
Rajshahi suffered a mini col-
lapse when the two Sunnys --
Arafat and Elias -- bowled well
in tandem to bowl out the
visitors for 283 runs.

Dhaka reduced their deficit
by 12 runs, but lost opener
Anwar Hossain for just two,

SYLHET-BARISAL
Golam Rahman batted seven
minutes short of six hours to
score his first hundred of the
winter. The left-hander struck
eighteenboundaries and asixin
his280-ball essayof 116 runs.
The dismissal of Rahman,
the younger brother of rebel
cricketer Golam Mabud,
sparked the Sylhet manage-
ment to declare their first

innings on 366 for nine, having
batted 32 4 overs in the day.
Barisal batted solidly,
scoring 129-2 with half-
centuries from Nasiruddin
Faruque and skipper Imran,
who was the aggressive of the
two, scoring his fifty off 129
ballswith ten boundaries.

BRIEF SCORES

SYLHET: First innings 366-9
dec. in 126.4 overs (Rahman
116, Saikat 111, Taposh 38;
Tariqul 4-78,Nasir3-51).
BARISAL: First innings 129-2
in 54.1 overs (Faruque 54,
Imran 50*; Taposh 1-16).
DHAKA: First innings 142 and
second innings 12-1 in 8.3
overs (Elias 6%, Javed 1*; Saiful
1-1).

RAJSHAHI: First innings 283
all out in 107.5 overs (Jahurul
83, Shuvo 85, Sabbir 37; Arafat
2-45,Azim 2-61).

KHULNA: First innings 301-9

Raihan 63, Nahid 67, Sallm 38
Ziaur 45; Tareq Aziz 5-69,
Rubel 2-97) and second
innings 40-7 in 29.2 overs
(Kamrul 3-14, Younus 2-5).
CHITTAGONG: First innings
121 all out in 31.4 overs
(Rezaul 30, Arman 17; Ziaur 5-
36, Rabiul 3-18).

CGames, WC
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Indian cricket authorities are
awaiting security clearance
from the government for a Test
tour of Pakistan in January, but
media reports say the series is
unlikelyto take place.

India and Pakistan jointly
hosted the World Cup in 1987
and 1996 with Sni Lanka, who
organised three matches in
1996, and Bangladesh added as
hosts forthe 2011 tournament.

PHOTO: STAR
Scene from yesterday's Prime Bank 11th Open International Rating Chess tournament at the federa-
tion hall room.
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