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[raq's 'Chemical
Ali' condemned
to death again

AFP, Baghdad
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Palestinian PM warns
EU against boosting
ties with Israel

in the week the upgrade is being discussed, “the
misery index in Gaza has never been higher” due
]argel}-’ to Israel's near-complete closure of the
Palestinian territory over the past three weeks.

An Iraqi court yesterday con-
demned lIraq's notorious
“Chemical Ali" Hassan al-
Majid to death over his role in
Saddam Hussein's brutal
crushing of a 1991 Shia upris-
ing, according to an AFP corre-
spondent at the trial, his sec-
ond death sentence.

AFP, Jennsalem

Palestinian prime minister Salam Fayyad has
urged the European Union not to upgrade rela-

oy

tions with Israel, citing lack of progress in the
Middle East peace talks, diplomatic sources said

yesterday

At a meeting with European diplomats on
Monday, Fayyad said there had been no improve-
ment of the situation in the Palestinian territones
since the European Union started discussing
upgrading teswith Israelon June 16.

Fayyad spoke to the officials ahead of the
December 8 European Council meeting and the
plenary session of the European Parliament on
Wednesday at which the EU is expected decide to

whether to boost nes with Israel.

Fayvad, cited by diplomatic sources, said that

The prime minister also pointed out Jewish
settlement construction in the occupled West

Bank has increased since the Annapolis,

actvity.

Fayyad said.

Marvland conference that relaunched the peace
process in November last year and at which Israel
reiterated its commitment to freeze all settlement

Checkpoints, home demolitions and evictions
in the Palestinian territories have also increased,

"All of these facts on the ground have jeopar-
dized the possibility of the two-state solution and

the credibility of the negotiations process begun

atAnnapolis, " diplomats quoted him assaying,

The court also imposed the
dealth penalty on Abdulghani
Abdul Ghafour, the head ol
Saddam's Baath party in
southern Iraq at the time, and
handed life sentences to four
other officials.

Another nine former senior
officials were to be sentenced by
the court for their role in the
killing of tens of thousands of
people killed dunng the upnsing
that followed Saddam's defeat by
USforcesinthe 1991 GulfWar.

PHOTO: AFP

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh (R) talks with US Senator
and defeated Republican presidential candidate John McCain
during 2 meeting at Singh's residence in New Delhi yesterday.
McCainis in India for a two-day visit.

[ran speaker mulls talks
with US Congress

AFP, Tehran

[ranian parliamentspeaker Ali
Larijani said he is considering
talks with members of the US
Congress amid hopes lor
improved ties with the next
administration in
Washington, the local press
reported on Tuesday.
"Several letters
received from members of
Congress and Senators. We
feel that it is ume to hold
bilateral negotiations,” the
conservative Larijani was
quoted as saying by the

WEILC

Kargozaran newspaper.

"We have not given a nega-
tive response to this issue. It1s
under examination,” he
added, without specifying the
dates of the letters or who had
sentthem.

Since Barack Obama's US
presidential election win,
Iranian politicians have
voiced hope for a shift in US
policy towards Tehran and in
an unprecedented move,
President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad was quick to
congratulate Obama.

NEWS ANALYSIS

PHOTO. AFP
Anti-government protesters celebrate a court decision against the ruling party during a demonstration at the besieged Suvarnabhumi
International Airport in Bangkok yesterday. A Thai court dissolved the ruling party and banned the premier from politics, plunging the
kingdom into further uncertainty as an occupation of Bangkok's airports turned increasingly bloody.

Thai PM's ouster won't solve crisis

AFP, Bangkok

The court ruling forcing Thailand's pre-
mier from office has met akey demand of
protesters, but analysts say it will not
solve the kingdom's long-running
political turmoil.

The Constitutional Court disbanded
premier SomchaiWongsawat's majority
People Power Party and two of its coali-
tion partners on Tuesday, a week alter
anti-government demonstrators shut
down Thailand's main airport.

Protesters say they will now allow
flights to leave the besieged
Suvarnabhumi international airport,
but have given no indication on

US panel warns biological
attack likely by 2013

AP, Washingron

The United States can expecta
terrorist atrack using nuclear
or more likely biological weap-
ons before 2013, reports a
o opartisan commission in a
study being briefed Tuesday to
Vice President-elect Joe
Biden. It suggests the Obama
administration bolster efforts
to counter and prepare for
germ warfare by terrorists.
"Our margin of safety is
shrinking, notgrowing,” states
the report, obtained by The
Associated Press. It is sched-

uled to be publicly released
Wednesday.

The commission 1S also
encouraging the new White
House to appoint one official
on the National Security
Council to exclusively coordi-
nate US intelligence and
foreign policy on combating
the spread of nuclear and
biological weapons.

The report of the Commi-
ssion on the Prevention ol
WMD Proliferation and
Terrorism, led by former Sens.
Bob Graham of Florida and
Jim Talent of Missouri,

acknowledges that terrorist
groups stll lack the needed
scientific and technical
ability to make weapons out
of pathogens o1
bombs, But g
Can be edasuy o
terrorists find scientists
willing to share or sell their
know-how.

"The United States
should be less concerned
that terrorists will become
biologists and far more
concerned that biologists
will become terrorists,” the
report states.
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Somali pirates
fail to hijack
US cruise liner

AP, Nairobi

Pirates near Somalia chased
and shot at a US cruise linel
with more than 1,000 people
on board but failed to hiack
the vessel, a manume official
sdid Tuesday.

[he liner, carrying 656

international passengers and |

399 crew members, was sail- |

ing in the Gulf of Aden on
Sunday when 1t encountered
SIX pirates in two speedboats,

sald Noel Choong who heads |

the International Maritime
Bureau's piracy reporting
centrein Malaysia.

Obama still looks for Iraq
pullout in 16 months

AP, Chicago

Barack Obama says the US-
Iraq security agreement
approved by Iraq’s parliament
puts the US on a "glide path”
toward reducing forces there.

As he named Robert
Gates to continue on as
defence chief, with a new
mission to reduce US
involvement in Irag, the
president-elect said he'll
listen to Gates, the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and the com-

manders on the ground in
determining how to proceed
with a troop withdrawal.

Obama told reporters in
Chicago that he still thinks 16
months is the "right time
frame” for removing US com-
battroops from Iraq.

He said the top priority is
making sure troops are safe
during that transition, and
that the Iraqi people are well
served as their government
takes on more security
responsibilities.
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Senator Hillary Clinton (D-NY) speaks after President-elect Barack |
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PHOTO: AFP

Obama introduced her as his choice for secretary of state during a
press conference at the Hilton Hotel on Monday in Chicago, lllinois.
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whether they will vacate the smaller
Don Mueang domestic hub or give up
their campaign.

"The widerimpact (of the ruling) will
be substantial, critical, possibly cata-
clysmic,” Thitinan Pongsudhirak, a
political analyst at Bangkok's
Chulalongkorn University, told AFP.

He said the court decision had effec-
tively "eliminated now almost a genera-
tion of Thai politicians.”

The three parties were banned after
party executives were stripped of par
liamentary seats for vote fraud during
elections in December 2007 -- the first
polls since premier Thaksin Shinawatra
wasoustedina 2006 coup.

Thaksin's enemies in the People's
Alliance for Democracy (PAD) have
been barttling the government since
May, accusing itofbeing his puppet and
taking the protests to new heights with
the airportblockade.

Rival pro-government protesters
have taken to the streets in recent days,
and grenade attacks on PAD protest sites
by unidentified groups have so far
claimed three lives

The court verdict marks the political
demise for
Somchai, who quickly said he accepted
the ruling, but it will not necessarily bring
down the government,

[haksin's brother-in-law
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least three first divisions/classes.

Candidate having at least 5/6

December 21, 2008.

interview,

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

IDLC Finance Limited, the country's largest multiproduct financial institution (non-banking), was
established in 1985 as a joint venture public limited company with the multinational collaboration of
international development finance institutions and commercial banks, both foreign and local. Over the
years, IDLC has served the diverse needs of its customers with product offerings ranging from Home
Loans for Individuals to Factoring for Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) to Term Loans, Leases,
Syndications and Advisory services for Corporate Customers.

IDLC is one of the most active participants in the country's capital markets, being a leading merchant
bank and has a fully owned stock brokerage subsidiary. The ‘financial mstifttion 1s a hicensed deposit-
taker and manages the Local Enterprise Investment Centre (LEIC), a SME enabling project,
contributed by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA).

IDLC is expanding its operations now to Sylhet, and looking for an enthusiastic, self-motivated,
capable and confident individual, interested to take the initiative and responsibility of starting up
operations in this bustling city, as Head of IDLC Sylhet Branch. The position entails a challenging
career, good progression opportunities and an attractive salary and benefits package.

POSITION: HEAD OF SYLHET BRANCH

The individual would be required to oversee the overall branch management activity, its performance
and profitability. S/he must have an MBA/ M.Com/MSS degree from a recognized institution with at

years of working experience with a reputed bank or non-banking
financial institution should apply. S/he should have exposure to Loan Appraisal, Marketing,
Monitoring and Documentation etc. S/he should possess good communication skill and leadership
capabilities. Individual selected will be offered a high quality and pleasant working environment and
training opportunities, both at home and abroad.

If you think you are the right person, please send your application along with your resume and
colour passport size photograph to our Corporate Head Office at Bay's Galleria (1** Floor), 57
Gulshan Avenue (CWS-A-19), Gulshanl, Dhaka 1212, or email us at jobs@idlc.com by

Any personal representation is highly discouraged and only short listed candidates will be called for

IDLC is an equal opportunity employer.

www.idlc.com
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LCD BRAVIA

Model

Free Gift {Or m

46" W Serles Bravia | 32" S LCD Bravia

40" S Series Bravia 26" S LCD Bravia
40" V Series Bravia 26" S LCD Bravia

 52°W, A" WX D 46°Y 20" S LCD Bravia
37" & 32" All Series
26" All Series

19° & 20" All series

DAV-DZ777K (MH.Theatre)

DSC-S730 (D. Camera)

Tk. 90,000 %=
Tk. 75,000

Tk. 45,000

Tk. 35,000

DAV-DZ270K (H.Theatre) | Tk. 22,000

Tk. 15,000
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Sonartorl Tower : 9663556, Rifles Square ; 8624792, Airport Road : B118880-81, Farmgate: 9139200, Karwan Bazar : 01715140222, Bashundhara City - 01716-747198. Crescent Center : 9555519, 9563433, Stadium-1: 9555594, Stadium-2
8552376, Stadium-3 : 9554749, Mouchak : 9331870, Lalmatia : 9118328, Mohammadpur : 03762012038, Guishan-1: 9883344 Guishan-2 : 8811576, 16 Uttara : 8911971, ng‘? - 8529567, Rashabo . 8252018, Holland Centre | 8850545,
7,

Mirpur-1: 8010878, ~10 : 5005843, Ibrahimpur : 8872098, sma_’;m:mmca. Dholairpar : 7443236 Savar ; 7742831, Narayangon| | 7632704, Gazipur : 9256925, Comilla | jidee: 63467, Ch Wasa Comer : 611334. Chalk
Bazar : 01712661976, Rajshahi : 774675, 775864, Khulna : 722605, 731698, Jessore : 67331, 01711-688462, Choumuhonl : 52007, Barishal : 64062, Bogra Nabab Ban: 51444, 64904, Sythet : 710171, 711377
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