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: Solo Art Exhibition Cartoon ¢ CORRUFTION Film Screening

wn A"' s Title: Living Colour and Exhibition et Film: Bipasha
Dancing Lines Title: Cartoon Against Venue: Indlan Cultural

uN I“Is Venue: Bengal Gallery of Organiser; Transparency Gulshan-1 '
Fine Arts, H 275/F, Rd 27 Intemational Bangladesh Date: December 5
(old), Dhanmondi Venue: Drik Gallery, H 58, T :

WEEK Date: November 24- Rd 15A (new), Dhanmond ekl

December 6 Date: Nov 28-Dec 4
Time: 12-8pm Time; 3-8pm

_—

Clockwise (from top-left) Shakila Zafar, Fahmida Nabi
and Nasim Ali Khan perform at the album launch.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT  China Friendship Convention growth without cultural '70s, theatre was charged society. In the '70s, our pro- highlights the reality of our
_________________________________________ Centre on November 30, development is not sustain- with emation. In ‘80s, our ductions followed the trends time and the prevalent insta-
X , Special guest, veteran able. Partnering The DailyStar theatre went through a of Kolkata and the West. In  bility that has possessed the
Throughout the centuries singer Ferdausi Rahman, said, in organising this competi- revolution and we got many the '80s, our stages were System. Mohammad Amin
our cultural bank has been "] pelieve that music is life. tion validates that commit- constructive plays. The geometric and spacious. In hasdirected the film.

enriched by Lalon, Hason
Raja, Tagore, Nazrul and
innumerable artists. When
one contributes to this bank,
he/she does it altruistically.
Contests like 'Celebrating
Life' can play a key role in
discovering talents, provide
them with a much-needed
exposure, and enhance our
cultural bank in the process.
The Daily Star and Standard
Chartered Bank deserve
accolades to put together this
competition for budding
lyricists, photographers and
filmmakers. Hopefully, this
initiative will blossom further
and cover more areas of our
culture," said renowned
media personality Mustafa
Monwar.

Monwar was the chief guest
at the launch of "Music for
Celebrating Life (Volume 1)" -
- album featuring 10 winning
songs from the lyric writing
segment of the competition.

The event was held at
Windy Tower, Bangladesh

Enriching the cultural bank

Album launch by The Daily Star and Standard Chartered

What better way to celebrate
Bangladesh than with songs?
On behalf of the community
of Bangladeshi artistes, my
gratitude to both organisa-
tions. When a leading news-
paper and a renowned bank
join hands, they can work
wonders in developing the
cultural scene.”

Mahfuz Anam, Editor of
The Daily Star said in his
speech, "Everyday we read
about where we are lacking,
but what about our achieve-
ments as anation? It's time we
highlight our accomplish-
ments -- big and small. Right
now we need a sense of pride -
- pride that stems from dignity
and self-assuredness.
Through 'Celebrating Life,' we
have made an attempt in
recognising the creativity of
our youth. We intend to con-
tinue this initiative.”

Osman Murad, CEO of
Standard Chartered Bank,
Bangladesh said, "As an
organisation, we believe that

ment.”

Songs in the album --
including "Ki ghar bandhimu
ami,” "We love Bangladesh,"
"Kothaye tomar bari,"
"Shobdp, ekti shobdo" and
"Bangladesh, my love"
written by young lyricists have
been set to tune by skilled
musicians and composers like
Nakib Khan, Bappa
Majumder, Foad Nasser Babu,
Syed Hasan Tipu and sung by
famed artistes Subir Nandi,
Shakila Zafar, Fahmida Nabi,
Samina Chowdhury and Syed
Abdul Hadi. Incidentally,
Fahmida Nabi made her
debut as a music composer
with this album. The album
also includes an instrumental
piece by Shimul Yousuf.

At the programme Shakila
Zafar, Fahmida Nabi and
Nasim Ali Khan performed
songs from the album.

Rafi Hossain, in-charge of
Star Insight, coordinated the
'Celebrating Life' contest.
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Bangladeshi theatre
throughout the decades

Discussion at Natmondol

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT Group Theatre Federation '90s, the set designs were
........ bl o e g ia e d fie jnurr;]eyinme '80s. substandard." ¥

. Infact'80sshouldbeconsid-  Keramat Mowla said,
Kanigar organised a discus- ered a ‘golden a‘i for our “Before independence, there
E‘;ﬂ P&OMG on Post-  theatre, During that period  was no group theatre move-
Cu;l:ntugnifetltgaiingh;zg: weals?j d thatweneed ment. The only existing
at Natmondol (Dhaka Uni- education and experimenta- troupe was ‘Drama Circle.

versity) on November 30. Dr.

Afsar Ahmed, member of the

National Film Grants Com-
mittee; Golam Sarwar, emi-

nent theatre personality;

and theatre exponent Pulak

Raha spoke at the

programme.

Golam Sarwar said, "We
can categorise our theatre
history into three decades --
'70s, '80s and '90s. In the

tion in theatre.
“In the "90s, the quali

our productions start
fall and this downward sp
still remains. Lots of plays are
roduced now but there is
ittle life, little charm and
little appreciation. Lure of
satellite TV channels is one

Eminent theatre person- of the reasons behind different aspects including
E ality Keramat Mowla chaired  this dml:rreyxfall. Professional- S¢t and light designs,
& the programme. ism is yet to be ensured in scriptwriting and acting
o
&

our theatre.

Dr. Afsar Ahmed said,
“Theatre is a major instru-
ment for development of a

After Liberation War, several
devoted and enlightened
dramatists such as Syed
Shamsul Haque, Selim Al
Deen, Abdullah Al Mamun
and others emerged. In the
'80s, our theatre went
through a revolution and

flourished.”

After the discussion, an
experimental film was
screened. The film, "Ghor”
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Dramatic club

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail
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Local cultural organisation
Coronation Dramatic Club
(CDC), Tangail staged their
annual programme at Bhasani
Hall in the town last Sunday.

This year artistes of the club
staged the play “Ei Deshey Ei
Beshey.”
passes the great achievements of
the Liberation War and its values.

The play was directed jointly
by Dulal Anaholee and Saidur
Rahman Thandu. Script for the
play was written by S.M.
Solaiman.

Earlier, a discussion was also
held at the same venue.

With CDC President Ataur
Rahman Khan 1n the chair,
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A scene from the play “Ei Deshey Ei Beshey.”

Tangail district and session
judge Chowdhury Muniruddin
Mahfuz, veteran politician
Shamsur Rahman Khan
Shajahan, dramatist Golam
Ambia Nun and acting secretary
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of CDC Syed Mahmud Tarek
spoke at the discussion.

At the programme CDC
leaders asserted that they would
observe the 100th anniversary of
theclubin 2011.
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