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Fears of sectarian violence
after Mumbai carnage

AFP, Mumbai

[he Islamist militant attacks on Mumbai
have led to fears that India could see a
sectarian backlash as Hindu and Muslim

groups exploit mutual suspicion for

political and religious ends.

Underlying tensions between Muslims
and Hindus that have simmered for
decades could flare, if notin Mumbai then
elsewhere in the country, in reaction to
three days of carnage that oflicials have
blamed on Islamist extremists aligned
with Pakistan, members of both commu-
nities told AFR

'he majority of people from both sides
of the sectarian divide wish to live in
peace, said commentators, writers and
ordinary Indians

Right-wing Hindu groups could be
expected to use Islamists’ involvement in
the attacks to garner support before next

yvear's national elections, said writer Javed
Anand.

But he added that both Hindu and
Muslim communities were "in denial
about terrorism in their own midst,"
which he said was "a nationwide issue."

Heavily-armed [slamist youths struck
atadozen sites late Wednesday, including
luxury hotels, a hospital and a Jewish
centre, taking hostages as they seized
some of the city's iconic bulldings,
including the Ta) Mahal hotel.

The Taj was finally cleared early
Saturdaywith atleast 172 people reported
dead and nearly 300 others wounded.

Officials including Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh have fingered "ele-
ments” in Pakistan as being behind the
attacks, and Indian media have said one
assailanttaken alive was Pakistani,

Singh's Congress-led government has
been labelled weak by the Hindu nation-

alist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the
main opposition group, which says the
Jovernment is soft on terror -- an issue
Anand said will be a pivot of the party's
platform for elections that must be held
by next May:.

Anand, secretary general of activist
group Muslims for a Secular Democracy,
said the BJP was likely to use the Mumbai
attacks to exploit a Hindu prejudice that
“all terrorists are Muslims and all
Muslims are loyal to Pakistan,”

"On the Muslim side there is a belief
that Muslims never do anything wrong, so
they never getto the point of dealing with
itwithin their own community,” he said.

Referring to a government report
released in late 2006, he said Muslims
trailed majority Hindus, and even other
minorities, in everything from literacy
and child mortality to bank loans received
and bus stops in their villages.
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Owners get
back control
of Taj hotel

AFP, Mumbai

Indian security officials
have handed control of
Mumbal's landmark Taj
Mahal hotel back to its own-
ers, the company said yes-
terday.

The majestic seafront
hotel was the scene of three
nights of ferce fighting
between Indian comman-
dos and militants who
seized the building in a
daring raid Wednesday, part
of a spate of attacks across
the city thatkilled 172.

“In the early hours of

December 1, the security
authorities handed control
of the Ta) Mahal Palace and
Towers back to the Taj

Group,” astatement read.

Muslims condemn Mumbai

attacks, worry about image

AP, Ramallah

Muslims from the Middle East to Britain and
Austria condemned Sunday the Mumbai
shooting rampage by suspected Islamic mili-
tants as senseless terrorism, but also found
themselves on the defensive once again about
bloodshed linked to their religion.

Intellectuals and communityleaders called for
greater efforts to combatreligiousfanaticism.

Indian police said Sunday that the only
surviving gunman told them he belongs to the
Pakistani militant group Lashkar-e-Taiba. The
group is seen as a creation of Pakistani intelli-
gence to help fight India in the disputed
Kashmir region. Another group, Jaish-e-
Mohammed, has also operated in Kashmuir.
Both are reported to be linked to al-Qaeda.

[en gunmen attacked 10 targets in the three-
day assault including a Jewish community
centre and luxury hotels in India's commercial
hub. More than 170 people were killed.

Many Muslims said they are worried such
carnageis besmirching their religion.

'he occupation of the synagogue and
killing people in hotels tarnishes the Muslim
faith," said Kazim al-Muqdadi, a political sci-

ence lecturer at Baghdad University. "Anyone
who slaughters people and screams 'Allahu
Akbar' (God is Great) is sickand ignorant.”

In Britain, home to nearly two million
Muslims, a spokesman for the Muslim Council
of Britain, Inayat Bunglawala, said that "a
handful of terrorists like this bring the entire
faith into disrepute.”

A previously unknown Muslim group,
Deccan Mujahideen, claimed responsibility for
the attacks. The name suggests originsin India.

Pakistan has denied involvement and
demanding that India provide proof. In
Pakistan, Jamaat-ud Dawa, an Islamist group
believed to have ties to Lashkar-e-Taiba,
denounced the killing of civilians.

In Islamic extremist Web forums, some
praised the Mumbai attacks, including the
targeting of Jews.

A man identified as Sheik Youssef al-Ayeri
said the killings are in line with Islam.

“It's all right for Muslims to set the infidels’
castles on fire, drown them with water .... and
take some of them as prisoners, whether young
or old, women or men, because it is one of
many ways to beat them," he wrote in the al-
Fallujah forum.
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PHOTO: AFP
India's newly-appointed Home Minister Palaniappan Chidambaram
addresses a press conference in New Delhi yesterday. India's gov-
ernment reassured the nation the economy was in safe hands after
Premier Manmohan Singh took over the top finance job following
the deadly assaulton Mumbai's financial capital.

PHOTO: AFP

Participants attend an opening session of the United Nations climate change conference in Poznan,
Poland yesterday. A 12-day UN conference on climate change began in Poznan amid warnings that
the impacts of global warming could wreak a dark toll of human misery and conflict.

Group 4 Securicor

per month. The position Is:
SECURITY ASSISTANT (SA):

Candidates should be minimum SSC or equivalent and fluent in both written
and spoken English. Age should be between 20 - 35 years. Height:
Minimum 5'-5".Candidates having valid Driving License will be given

preference.

Nature of Job:

job will be as follows:

VENUE FOR INTERVIEW:

Manger HR & Administration

Head Office: G4S Dhaka House
22 Progati, Sharoni, Block-j
Baridhara, Dhaka

JOB OPPORTUNITY

G4S Security Services Bangladesh (P) Ltd, a multinational company and
subsidiary of Group 4 Securicor plc, UK, is seeking candidates for guarding
services for a Dhaka based Embassy with a Gross Salary of Tk. 9,000/-

Perform guarding duties at a Dhaka based Embassy on different shifts
which includes both day and night shifts. May have to perform overtime
duties for which payment will be made as per company policy. The nature of

a) Manning Guard booths of different establishments.
b) Access control of personnel and vehicle.

c) Ensure security of the establishments.

d) Operate different types of security equipments.

A written test on English will be taken at 11:00 A.M on 17, 24, 31 December
2008 and 07, 14, 21, 28 January and 04, 11, 18, 25 February 2009 at G4S
National Training School Plot # 302, Bashundhara Residential Area, Dhaka.

Interested ‘Candidates are requested to come to the above mentioned
address with an application along with CV in English which must contain
their contact telephone/mobile number, educational & nationality certificates
and a recent passport size photograph.

(G4S Security Service Bangladesh (P) Ltd

Lankan military seizes
key rebel-held town

AP, Colombo

Sri Lankan soldiers captured a key town on the main highway to
the headquarters of the country's Tamil rebels, 18 years after the
insurgents seized the area by overrunning an army camp, the
military said yesterday.

Troops seized Kokavil town, some 20km south of the insurgents'
de facto capital of Kilinochchi on Sunday, military spokesman Brig.
Udaya Nanayakkara said. He did notgive casualty details.

The capture was the latest sign of the government's current
dominance in the island’s decades-old civil war. The rebels have
been forced to abandoned vast areas of land while retreating to
territory in the northeastduring months of heavy battles.

Sri Lankan security forces have resumed their offensive to
capture the political capital of Tamil Tiger rebels after heavy
monsoon rains began subsiding, the defence ministry said
Sunday.

"The air sorties were made in support of the advancing 57th
divisioninfantrybattalions,” the ministry said.

Flooding had stalled the military push on Kilinochchi and also
left nearlyhalfamillion people homeless in theisland's north.

Tiger rebels have admitted that their mini-state has shrunk
under the ongoing military onslaught but their leader, Velupillai
Prabhakaran, has vowed to fighton.

Tender Notice

Sealed Quotations are invited from bonafide
manufacturers /dealers /distributors for supply,
install & commissioning of the following item
of Pan Pacific Sonargaon. The detail
Specifications, terms and conditions are
mentioned in the Tender Schedule.

To supply, install & commissioning of
brand new fully Automatic 500KVA Diesel
Electrical Generator set and associated
equipment.

Interested bidders can obtain tender schedule
from the Purchasing Department on

submission of a letter on their respective
letterhead up to January 06, 2009 during office

hours except holidays on payment of Tk. 5,000
(non-refundable). The quotations will be
received up to 02:30 p.m. on January 07, 2009
and will be opened on the same day at 03:00
p.m. in presence of the bidders, if any.

Tender must be supported by an Earnest
Money amounting to Tk. 250,000 (refundable)
fixed in the form of Bank Draft or Pay Order
from any schedule Bank in favor of Pan Pacific

Sonargaon, Dhaka.

Pan Pacific Sonargaon authority reserves the
right to accept/reject any tender in part or in
full or all the tenders without assigning any
reason whatsoever.

Purchase Manager, Tel (880) 2 8111005, Extn: 4164

PAN PACIFIC SONARGAON @
D)aka

PHOTO. AFP
An un-identified Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) member leaves State police headquarters in
Mumbai yesterday. A 16-member Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) team arrived in the city to help
investigate the coordinated Mumbal attacks.

Pakistan must cooperate
In terror probe: Rice

AP, AFP, London

T'he United States has told Pakistan it expects
nothing short of complete cooperation in
investigations into the terrorist rampage in
nuclear rival India, and Pakistan's response will
be a test of the will of the new civilian govern-
ment, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said
yesterday.

"What we are emphasising to the Pakistani
government is the need to follow the evidence
wherever it leads," Rice said. "I don't want to
jump to any conclusions myself on this, butldo
think that this is a ime for complete, absolute,
total transparency and cooperation and that's
what we expect.”

At President George W. Bush's direction,
Rice is cutting short a European trip to visit
India later this week. Attacks spanning three
days killed more than 170 people in the Indian
commercial capital Mumbai, including six
Americans.

Indian leaders pointed fingers at “ele-
ments in Pakistan” although itis not yet clear
where the well-planned operation origi-
nated.

"We share the grief and the anger of the
Indian people but of course Americans were
also killed in this attack and they were killed
deliberately because they were Americans,"
Rice said during a press conference aboard her
plane en route to London. "That makes this of
special interest and concern to the United

States.”

India's Deputy Home Minister Shakeel
Ahmad said Monday that the Mumbai attack-
ers were all from Pakistan -- the strongest such
claim since the 60-hour bloodbath, which
ended Saturday.

Suspicion has fallen in particular on
Lashkar-e-Taiba, which was behind a
December 2001 artack on the Indian parlia-
ment in New Delhi which pushed the neigh-
bours close towar.

Rice, who will also artend Nato talks in
Brussels, was due to meet with British Prime
Minister Gordon Brown and Foreign Secretary
David Miliband during her stay in London u'h‘
Monday.

The White House announced Sunday that
Rice will travel to New Delhi on Wednesday, as a
show of "solidarity with the people of India”
following the Mumbai attacks.

“The president has asked me to do that to
express our sympathies and our solidanty with
the Indian people, and to express our absolute
determination to help them in any way that we
can to help end this sérious threat and bring
those who perpetrated this horrible tragedy to
justice,” Rice said.

"We share the grief and anger of the Indian
people. But of course Americans were also
killed in this attack and they were killed deliber-
ately because they were Americans and that

makes this of special interest and concemn to _

the United States.”'
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