Business

ACC chairman says

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
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Different agencies and government
institutions, including the Anti
Corruption Commission (ACC),
Bangladesh Bank (BB) and other finan-
cial institutions, should work together
to eliminate money laundering, said
the ACC chairman yesterday.

“A combined effort of different gov-
ernment agencies and institutions,
including financial and non-financial
institutions, is needed to combat
money laundering,” Lt Gen (rtd) Hasan
Mashhud Chowdhury told a seminar in

Dhaka.

The Institute of Chartered
Accountants of Bangladesh (ICAB)
organised the seminar on 'Fraud and
Money Laundering in The Banking
Sector- Bangladesh Perspective’ at its

auditorium.

“ACC is still operating in uncharted
waters, so we need help from different

||||||||||||||

agencies and institutions, home and
abroad, for the exchange of informa-
tion that is required to eliminate all
sorts of financial corruption, including
money laundering,” the ACC chiefsaid.

“We need adequate information
about specific criminal activities, con-
cerning money laundering to file cases
against them. Agencies and institu-
tions have to extend support in this
regard,” Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury

added.

“Any failure to prevent money laun-
dering would increase criminal activi- -
ties in the country and we must fight
corruption if we want to survive as a
developing country,” he added.

He said ACC is set to develop infra-
structure that includes creating a data-
base on money laundering cases and
provide necessary training for generat-
ing awareness among its staff.

He stressed developing mutual legal
assistance between neighboring coun-

Joint efforts to combat
money laundering

tries and multinational banks, to locate
and freeze dubious accounts.

Murshid Kuli Khan, deputy gover-
nor of BB, said the central bank has
taken several measures to prevent
money laundering, such as allowing
banks to monitor the cash transaction
and question clients about the sources
of funds, in case of any suspicious
transaction.

“We are going to sign treaties with 17
countries, including Malaysia and
Nepal, to prevent money laundering
and trafficking,” he said.

Bangladesh is already associated
with the Anti Money Laundering
Network of Asia,

He emphasised ensuring internal
compliance and strengthening exter-
nal audit systems, to guard inter-bank
corruption.

Humayun Kabir, president of ICAB,
and Syful Islam, vice president of ICAB,
also spoke.

Singapore-KL air travel
opens today

ANN/THE STRAITS TIMES

More than 70 years after the
first Singapore-Kuala
Lumpur commercial flight,
all restrictions will be lifted
on airlines flying between
the two cities from today.

It took five years of lobby-
ing by budget airlines and
travellers before the final
barriers to open air travel
could be dismantled in one
of Asia's most restricted air
sectors.

The big winner in this
move to liberalise the sector
is the traveller.
Liberalisation means
choices galore--more carri-
ers, more flights--and lower
fares as competition grows.

Cracks in the barriers first
appeared in February this
year, when low-cost carriers
Tiger Airways, Jetstar Asia
and AirAsia received the all-
clear to fly between the two
cities--but with a caveat.
Only four flights a day were
allowed in total.

That's set to change. From
today, there will be up to 14

daily low-cost services. This is
on top of the more than 15
full-service flights available,
operated mainly by Singapore
Airlines (SIA), SilkAir and
MalaysiaAirlines (MAS).

With this big boost in
capacity, the Singapore-KL
sector will overtake the
Singapore-Bangkok and
Singapore-Jakarta routes to
become the most heavily
served route out of Changi
Alrport, based on the num-
ber of flights and seats set to
flood the market.

According to the Civil
Aviation Authority of
Singapore (CAAS), there will
be 432 flights a week
between Singapore and KL
from today.

Data obtained from
Britain-based OAG, which
tracks flight bookings and
trends, shows that more than
1.4 million seats will be
released for the Singapore-KL
route from today tll end-
March nextyear. Thisisa spike
of almost 60 per cent com-
pared with the same four-
month period ayearago.

NBR chief warns
legal action against
tax-dodgers

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

The National Board of Revenue (NBR) will go after the peo-
ple whose income taxes are not proportionate with their
lifestyle, chairman Muhammad Abdul Mazid said yesterday.

At a view exchange meeting, attended mainly by busi-
nessmen, in Barisal Circuit House, Mazid warned of legal
action against the tax-evaders.

“Anybody trying to evade taxes will not succeed, as
income tax clearance is mandatory for every big purchase,”
hesaid.

The NBR chief stressed cutting dependence on foreign
loan and increasing income for the development of the
country.

The NBR has the names of taxpayers and the Taxpayers
Identification Numbers (TINs). It will also check salaries of
the employees of big business or corporate houses to dis-

covertax-evaders.

“To take loan, you have to submit all necessary docu-
ments to the bank. We'll crosscheck those papers and the
papers submitted to the NBR," Mazid said.

He appreciated the increase in the number of taxpayers in
theregion lashed by devastating cyclone Sidrayear ago.

Professor Dr Sayed Zahid Hossain, principal of Barisal
Sher-e-Bangla Medical College, and Sheikh Mohammad
Abdur Rahim, president of Barisal Chamber of Commerce
and industries (BCCI), also spoke at the meeting.
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Nokia moves to
make people
mobile-savvy

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Nokia, a leading mobile-set
manufacturer, launched a
new programme in
Mymensingh yesterday to
educate new and rural sub-
scribers about the necessity
of mobile technology to help
cope with the tech-driven
world.

The number of mobile
subscribers is increasing by
the day but many do not
have clear idea about the
necessity of the technology,
said Nowfel Anower, head of
marketing for Nokia, in his
address to the programme at
Bhaluka Government Girls
High School.

Anower has particularly
referred to the subscribers in
rural areas who do not have
"enough knowledge" about
the usefulness of cellphones.

Nokia has moved to pro-
vide mobile sets at afford-
able prices, said Anower.

"A mobile phone is not a
luxury but an investment
and we offer one-year war-
ranty to secure the invest-
mentofpeople,” he said.

"Our aim is to make sub-
scribers understand that
now the mobile is part of
development,"” he said.

Headmistress of Bhaluka’

Govt Girls High School Razia
Banu attended the
programme as special guest.

Poland adopts
24Db euros aid
package

AFP, Warsaw

Poland adopted Sunday an
economic package for 2009-
2010 valued at 24 billion
euros (30 billion dollars) to
help weather the global
financial crisis, as it revised
downwards its growth fore-
cast.

“It is a stabilisation and
development programime,
because Poland is a country
that is still developing,”
Prime Minister Donald Tusk
told reporters

At the same time, Polish
Finance Minister Jan
Rostowski said his depart-
ment was lowering its eco-
nomic growth forecast for
2009 to 3.7 percent, com-
pared with the previous
outlookof4.8 percent.
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BEPZA

Prasanta Bhushan Barua, member of the Investment

Promotion of Bangladesh Export Processing Zones |

Authority (Bepza), and Lin Hui, managing director of
Eusebio Textile (Bangladesh), exchange documents at the
Bepza Complex recently. The Taiwanese company will set
up a polyester and nylon fabric industry in the Comilla EPZ
with an investment of $28 million.

Opec braces for tough time

AFP, Cairo
The Opec oil exporting car-
tel, suffering from plummet-
ing oil prices, faces further
pain next year as a world-
wide recession dampens
demand for crude even
more, analysts believe,

"Opec is dealing with
tough circumstances, the
toughest in 10 if not 30
years,” Raad AlKadiri of PFC
Energy told AFP on the side-
lines of Opec's informal
gathering in the Egyptian
capital.

Although Opec ministers
decided on Saturday to keep
outputunchanged, theyalso

vowed to cut production
next month in the face of
flagging demand and
despite the global financial
CIiSis.

“We took note of the seri-
ous deterioration in the world
economy and its serious
consequence on the oil price,"
OPEC President Chakib Khelil
said, adding that "negative
growth in (oil) demand is
possible” nextyear,

“We realise that in the
first quarter of next year we
are probably going to have a
decline in demand, and in
the second quarter we are
going to have a big decline,"
Khelil said.

STAR
Nowfel Anower, head of marketing of Nokia, receives a bouquet from Razia Banu, the

headmistress of Bhaluka Government Girls High School, at the launch of a Nokia
programme in Mymensingh yesterday.

Dhaka-Istanbul air
service planned

Turkish envoy says

UNB, Dhaka
Turkey plans to introduce
direct air service between
Dhaka and Istanbul from
2009 for further strengthen-
ing the existing ties between
the two countries, particu-
larly through enhancing
economic cooperation.
New Turkish Ambassador
in Dhaka Sakir Ozkan
Toruntar apprised Chief
Adviser Dr Fakhruddin
Ahmed of the plan when the
envoy paid a courtesy call on
him at the CA's office yester-
day. :
He also informed that the
next joint economic council
meeting would be held in
Turkey in the upcoming year
2009.

Sakir noted that

Bangladeshis one of the four
Asian countries where
Turkey has development
cooperation and invest-
ment.

He also mentioned that
trade volume between
Dhaka and Ankara rose to
500 million US dollars last
month from about 300 mil-
lion dollars.

He said the number of
scholarships of Turkish
government for students of
Bangladesh would be
increased.

The Chief Adviser said
Turkey's investors could
make further investment in
Bangladesh availing of the
attractive investment incen-
tive packages offered by the
government for foreign
investors.

He said the investors
could invest particularly in
infrastructure development,
which has high demand
both in public and private
sectors. _

And the demand would
increase in next few years.

Fakhruddin observed
trade relations between the
two countries are expanding
and hoped for further
expansion.

“There are opportunities
to expand relations in differ-
ent areas,” the head of the
caretaker government told
the envoy.

The Turkish ambassador
thanked for Bangladesh's
support to Turkey in becom-
ing UN Security Council
member.

Action plan on skilled

manpower reviewed

UNB, Dhaka

A national panel yesterday reviewed a 14-
point action plan to groom skilled man-
power suiting contemporary job require-
ments athome and abroad.

The recently formed National Skills
Development Council (NSDC) in its first
meeting at the CA's office took up the action
plan foradetailed appraisal.

Chief Adviser Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed
convened the meeting to know the progress
on activities of the NSDC as well as its action
plan.

The council was formed in September on
recommendation from Bangladesh Better

Business Forum (BBBF), a high-profile gov-
ernment-private platform constituted for
maintaining suitable

business-investment atmosphere
through a joint public-private partnership
foreconomic uplift.

A power-point presentation was made to
apprise the meeting of the Action Plan of the
council that envisages expanding and
upgrading skill-training curricula to cater to
the present-day needs.

At the meeting emphasis was put on
setting up demand-based skill-training
centres to groom skilled workforce in line
with the demand for skilled manpower on
domestic as well as overseas job markets.
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Memo No. PO; E-37(A)/813/HBRI

Housing & Building Research Institute
120/3 Darus-Salam, Mirpur, Dhaka-1216

Invitation for Tender

Date; 27-11-2008

01. | Ministry/Division

Ministry of Housing & Public Works.

02. | Agency

Housing & Building Research Institute.

03. | Name of Procuring Entity

Director, Housing & Building Research Institute,

04. | Procuring Entity Code

Not applicable.

05. | Procuring Entity District

Dhaka.

06. | Invitation for

Repair and Renovation of Laboratory.

I(;a Information

07. | Procuring Method Open Tendering Method (OTM).

Funding Information

08. | Budqget and Source of Funds Government of Bangladesh (GO8)

Particular Information

09. | Project/Programme Code Code-4844

10. | Project/Programme Name {T@fﬁ «s fRfe 31 ZAROS0 U (SIS STINNE ¢
TR TE TS oy

11. | Tender Package No. W01

12. | Tender Package Name Repair and Renovation of Laboratory.

13. | Tender Publication Date 01-12-2008

14. | Tender Last selling Date

23-12-2008, (during office hours).

15. | Tender Closing date and Time

24-12-2008 Up to 12.00 PM.

16. | Tender Opening Date and Time

On 24-12-2008 at 12.30 PM (All Tenderer may remain
present at opening time of the tender).

17. | Name and Address of the Office selling tender document

Assistant Accounts Officer, HBRI Office, Darus-salam,
Mirpur, Dhaka-1216,

Name and Address of the Office Receiving Tender
Document

Project Officer, Housing & Building Research Institute (HBRI),
Darus-salam, Mirpur, Dhaka-1216.

Name and Address of the Office Opening Tender
Document

Project Officer, Housing & Building Research Institute (HBRI),
Darus-salam, Mirpur, Dhaka-1216.

Information for Tenderer

18. | Eligibility of Tenderer

As per Tender document.

19. | Brief Description of Goods

W 01-01

Repair and Renovation of Laboratory; removal of unservice-
able plaster & Paten stone, wall & ceiling plaster, Paten
stone, wall & celling paint, door & window repair and
painting, Furniture repair and polish etc.

W 01-021' Repair and Renovation of Laboratory; removal of floor paten

(ST%), 4T A, P o Tralls ommfEe B2, oo stone and floor finish, floor tiles etc.
AfEBR 2rom, (85 1A, wms o, a1z ovs Rerf Afanfs 20, | Brief Description of related services As per Tender document.
wfers O Tne Wireww waTa BfefRe WA conTre] 21. | Price of Tender Document
fC R Cah : | Price of Tender | Tender security letion time
(%) A af vem afebs wa ceronie wfaTygs e PLha identication of K LOGMJ Document | Amount (Tk.) cm:r‘:weeks
I A A anyren W18 | W 01-01 m;;kemmﬁgmﬁfﬁ wall and
_ - | er, e, ce n
i m ke il g o ianiin b s (PUR AN Mo Mﬁ f door, window and fumiture repair andn:gl::ﬂﬂt}
e L g G RT) polish etc. HBRI | 500.00 12,0000 | 12(twelve)
N | e o) | 0 1 % Acson (10W) P W 01-02 Repair and Renovation of Laboratory; removal of '
Yo, | WS (CeAETOe) 1 | cernfits efwergfer wa wrnre fonra “mmy SR T 1 floor paten stone and floor finish, floor tiles etc. | HBRI 500.00 12,000.00 12(twelve)
A" a3 w53 v 00,000,00 (T8 Wur) Bre T @ @7 Procuring Entity Details
el s R0 (w9 e fee srawaeEg He 22. | Name of Offidial Inviting Tender Md. Akhtaruzaman,
gl  |:23.| Designation of Official Inviting Tender Project Officer.
8. | wroee weamarda o o | 3 | Snwmapges  (vfefe), ey Grefaem  ceren®  (HSs | 24 | Address of Official Inviting Tender Housing & Building Research Institute,
Gaw (W51am), @ fisorS.coars Srewm (M. 8.-5), a4)-93, “aTEA 25. | Contract details of Officlal Inviti o T T
STTONE cars BEA, €%, 5183000 | ' Ar . ng tender Phone: 9000822 Fax: BO60773.
3¢. | CPmmemeam | OV A-o3-DOEBY o), WITH M-03-Bed 300 | = coml-smiltora, Sorcwent- Mo, e coent 26 2 AR ctonx
: ’ oSl e 3 [ ) 4 M-SR . |_The Procuring entity reserves ht ' reason.
%. | wilwe waw i | oBBen 3¢ws. com W A afezes v com @ wen | ﬁmmmmhtﬂ.qnh,m.ﬂ.cummwnmm | Immm%ﬁ"" Co SR 0ocept o refect o) forders Wilhut xpeiing oy
WAWAE a9 wen 22w afqars wficers woews wra | TTAF dbrts WH, €7, 30835 Wil » (W) 7T T WM AT v Wi, | 3. The Procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders without explaining any reason.
58 | feras 1| S wrarane; Gdiae fron scaaan ared o coen sgd o akon | | | Fh 30855 Wil q0b Welet ift asy MeTet W o (TS W) et | | b. In case tender opening day becomes a public holiday, the opening day will be shifted to the next working day, timing
| e ® sl aa e o O W e o oo i f will remain unchanged.
oo SR W‘ﬁ?‘ O Md. Akhtaruzzaman
ofe-au)2 YA AW (4% W91, o CEPIVTA] AT, UT#-3200 | GD-5631 HUNEAIR

HBRL, Mirpur, Dhaka-1216




