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Victims speak of night .o
of terror in Mumbai e

f\..P-. Mumbai

Ihursday inside two of the city's best-
— known and most opulent hotels where

Western visitors and Mumbai residents
ducked under tables at luxury hve-stal
hotels as staff members locked restaurant
doors at the first rattle of gunfire and

explosionsin thelobby below.

Not far away, army commandoes in
battle-ready camouflage uniforms bat-
tled attackers in black shirts and jeans
carrying shoulder bags filled with ammu-
nition at Mumbai's main railway station,
which was filled with commuters walting

to catch trains home.

I'welve hours after the first shots were
fired at about 10 p.m. at a busy Mumbai
attacks continued

cafe, the terroi

terrorists still held hostages.

"We were at dinner when we heard
shots fired. There was gunfire and explo-
sions, We stayed on the floor, many were
lying under tables, under furniture, and
the hotel staff told us to be quiet,” said
Cheryl Robinson, a British tourist who
was trapped inside Mumbai's Taj Mahal
hotel with two friends. “The hotel statf
were stupendous. They locked the doors
andwarned us tosittight.”

She said restaurants and rooms were
flooded with water after a pipe burst in
the chaos of the gunshots and blasts, "We
lay down in the water. We could hear the

inside.

"We want US and British',
say Mumbai gunmen

AFP, Mumbai

[he young gunmen roaming
the corridors of two luxury
hotels in Mumbai were shoot-
ing wildly, but they knew
exactly what sort ol guests
they intended to take hostage.

"They told everybody to
stop and put their hands up
and asked if there were any
British or Americans,” Alex
Chamberlain, a British guest
at the Oberoi/Trident hotel,
said after fleeing his captors

are British."”

Gunmen held an unknown
number of hostages inside the
hotel and at the famous 1a]
Mahal hotel overnight and
through much of Thursday

Chamberlain told Indian
television that he and other
guests had been herded
together by the gunmen and
taken up to the upper floors of

the hotel.
Rakesh Patel, a guest at the

[aj, said that "they were after
foreigners, because they were

"They came from the res-
taurant and took us up the
stairs,” Patel, a British citizen
based in Hong Kong, told
NDTV news, his face black-
ened by smoke.

“They were very young, like
boys really, wearing jeans and
I-shirts,” he said, adding that
he and another hostage man-
aged to escape on the 18th
floor.

One Taj guest related how
she lay on the floor of one
room with 25 other petrified

sound of people running outside. It was
territying.”

Seven long hours later, a barefoot
Robinson shivered as she stood outside
the burning but stll majestic stone-
columned hotel that belched out black
smoke from shattered windows, Soldiers
and firefighters helped her and several
others to chhmb down ladders and escape
the blazing edifice as the firing continued

A clutch of weeping tourists from
Spain, Italy and Britain, also barefoot,
huddled together holding bottles of water
and haversacks. They waved away jour
nalists eager for news,

Indian a

Police

rmy commandos batlle Islamist gunmen who

launched coordinaled atlacks across the country’s
commercial capital, killing dozens of people

commandoes sur-
rounded the headquarters

- Thursday of the ultra-

orthodox Jewish outreach
group Chabad Lubavitch,
which gunmen had seized
overnight during a series of
coordinated attacks across
thisseaside city.

Thousands of gawkers
stood in the narrow alleyways
near the white, five-story
building, where heavy cur-
tains hung behind windows
broken by gunfire, Neighbours
had tried to protect the house
as armed gunmen seized it

- Wednesday night.
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Deadly attacks in Mumbai

PHOTC: AFP

Indian and foreign guests rush out of the Taj Mahal hotel, the site of one of the shootouts with terror-
ists, during a gunfight in Mumbai on Wednesday night.
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Mumbai attacks?

THE INDEPENDENT ONLINE

Militants armed with automatic weapons and
grenades attacked luxury hotels, hospitals and
a famous tourist cafe in India's commercial
capital Mumbai late yesterday, killing more
than 100 people.

India PM points to external links

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh
said the attacks were probably plotted by a
group based ina neighbouring country.

Indian governments often blame neigh-
bouring Pakistan or sometimes Bangladesh for
supporting or harbouring militant groups
which have launched attacks on Indian soil.

every major bomb attack in India, including
explosions on commuter trains in Mumbai two
years ago thatkilled 187 people.

Police said the Indian Mujahideen may also
include former members of Bangladeshi mili-
tant group Harkat-ul-Jihad al Islami.

Why are they suspected of being behind the
Mumbai attacks?

In an e-mail in September, the group
denounced Mumbai's police anti-terrorist
squad, accusing them ofharassing Muslims

“If this is the degree your arrogance has
reached, and if you think that by these stunts
you can scare us, then let the Indian
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