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Celebration of
Dhaka's 400
years Opens
ftOMOITOw

UNB, Dhaka

e e ———

Chief Adviser (CA) Fakhruddin
Ahmed will mmaugurate a
three-year-long programime
in celebration of 400 years of
Dhaka city at south plaza of
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban
1OMOITOW,

LGRD and Cooperatives
Adviser M Anwarul Igbal will
attend the function as special
guest with Culrural Adviser
Rasheda K Chowdhury in the
chair, an oflicial announce-
mentsaid yesterday.

The slogan of the colourful
programme is 'Ahen Mo)
Furtitey' (come and enjoy)

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

AFP, AP, Bangkok

Thailand's powerful army chief stepped
in to end the siege of Bangkok's main
airport yesterday, telling the prime minis-
ter to call new elections and mobs of anti-
government protesters to disperse,

General Anupong Paojinda denied he
was staging a coup, but with Bangkok's
airport and main government offices now
in the control of protesters, and lawless-
ness spreading, he said premier Somchai
Wongsawat should hold new polls.

"We will send him a letter to intorm

deepcrisis.”

that he must dissolve the house and call
new elections," the general told a news
conference after an urgent meeting ol
military and business leaders to address
the deepening crisis.

"This is not a coup,” he said, "The
government still has full authority. These
points are the way to solve the problem
which has plunged the country into a

"As army chief, if I launch a coup the
problems would be solved once and for
all. But there would be a lot of conse-
quences including the international

Thai army calls for
fresh election

4,000 people stranded as protesters seize Bangkok airport

airport.

reaction.”

Thai premier Somchai Wongsawat
landed in the northern city of Chiang Mai
on Wednesday, and said he had not yet
decided whether to heed a call by the
army chieftodissolve parliament.

Air force spokesman Montol
Suchookorn said Somchai landed at 6:00

. pm (1100 GMT), an hour after General
Anupong Paojinda urged him to call new
elections as thousands of demonstrators
forced the closure of Thailand's main

Tigers dety
SA pace to
score 250

BISHWAIIT ROYin Centurion

World gathers in Rio
to fight child sex

RAFFAT BINTE RASHID, from Rio de Janeiro

Around 3,000 participants from 125 countries Tuesday joined
the World Congress on fight against sexual exploitation of
Children (WCIII) in Rio de Janeiro of Brazil to share lessons and
amplify the efforts in the fight against sexual exploitation of
children across the globe.

Over 137 different government delegations from all regions
of the world and 300 children and adolescents are participating
in the WCIII that started on the evening of November 25 with
Brazilian President Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva inaugurating the
event. This is the first time the event is taking place in a develop-
ing country.

The three-day WCIII is intended to formulate concrete and
time-bound goals to end the sexual exploitation of children,

The Bangladesh contingent is quite significant with the
participation of two high-level government official, Advocate
Salma Ali from BNMLA, five NGOs, and five adolescents from
Aparajeyo Bangladesh.

“The government has adopted a children policy, which is
again under review in 2008 to address the new forms and dimen-
sions of violation of child rights,” said Dr Kamal Abdul Naser

Mushfiqur Rahim put the
deadly Dale Steyn to the sword
after Zunaed Siddiqui's well-
composed 67 as Bangladesh
managed their third highest
total against South Africa on
the first day of the second and
final Test at the SuperSport
Park on Wednesday.

From 194 for nine,
Bangladesh took the total to
250 in their first innings,
thanks to a brilliant exhibition
of strokeplay by wicketkeeper-
batsman Mushfiqur who
punished Steyn in particular
to share a 56-run tenth wicket
partnership with Mahbubul

SEE PAGE 15 COL 2

SEE PAGE 15 COL 8

Lankan rebels fleeing
northern stronghold

AP, Colombo

Rebel forces were retreating yesterday from the town of
Kilinochchi and the government expected to capture the Tamil
Tiger's administrative capital inminently, a senior official said.

'he fall of Kilinochchi would be devastating to the separatist
eroup, which once controlled a large de facto state in northern
Sri Lanka but has been forced into a rapid retreat in the face of a
massive military oftensive.

'hough the town has litde military importance and the
rebels would almost certainly fight on withoutit Itisseenasone
of the most significant symbols of the rebels' decades-long fight
to create an independent state in the north and east of this
Indian Ocean island nation.

'he rebels used Kilinochchi as the centre of their political,
police and judicial branches as they assembled the trappings ot |
a state following a 2002 cease-fire. The town played host 10 |
numerous meetings between guerrilla leaders and wvisiting |

SEE PAGE 15 COL 7 '
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Chowdhury, director general of Department of Social Services,
Bangladesh in his speech.

He said the National Plan of Action (NPA) for children 2005-
2010 promotes the establishments of social safety nets and child

‘k‘,

girl child through expanding various forms of formal and non-
formal education including reproductive health education. NPA
on sexual abuse, exploitation of children including trafficking,

SEE PAGE 15COL 1

" Celebrating 23 years of
Achievements

PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

& Two crows prey on a squirrel climbing up a tree in the
.'-. capital's Moghbazar area, The photo was taken yesterday.

EASTLAND INSURANCE CO. LTD.
T he name you have learnt to Trust

PABX: 9564600 Email: eastland @bdcom.com

15 injured as
students clash
with cops

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

\t least 15 people were injured |
| 1n a clash between the stu-

(dents of Government Science
College and policemen in the
city's Tejgaon area yesterday
over pushing three students

down from arunning bus.
Witnesses said the conduc-
wor and helper of Bikalpa Bus
Paribahan pushed three col-
lege students down from the
SEE PAGE 15 COL 6

4 foreigners
held with fake
dollar printing

“equipment

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

[he Criminal Investigation |

Department (CID) of police
arrested four foreigners with
fake dollar-printing equip-
ment and chemicals from the
city's Eskaton and Dakkhin

Khan areas Tuesday night.
The foreigners are identi-
fied as Michel Kamano, 40,
SEE PAGE 15 COL 1

Madrasa students
threaten to foil
admission

testof DU

DU CORRESPONDENT

viadrasa students yesterday
hreatened to foil 'Gha’ unit
1dmission test under the
ocial science faculty of Dhaka
University (DU) demanding
cancellation of the pre-
requisites introduced in seven
departments for fresh admis-

s1on.
Addressing a protest rally
on DU campus, madrasa
SEE PAGE 15 COL 4

Prayer Timing
November 27

| s Azan |Jamaat
‘Fajr 5-10 5-45
‘Zohr 12-45 | 1-15
Asr 3-45 4--00
‘Maghrib | 5-19 5-22
Esha 7-00 | 7-30

Source. Islamic Foundation
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protection by undertaking programmes for empowerment of

has been adopted. On the legislative front, the suppression of
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Weave Our Hearts Together
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L Indigenous Handicra
Exhibition & Sal

30 Nov (12
1 & 2 Dec (10 am
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Indigenous Cultural Show i
30 Nov & 2 Dec 2

(6:30 pm to 8:30 pm)

Hall of Fame, BCFCC
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Venue: Bangladesh China Frie nasnip
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
i
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Chittagong Hill Tracts D

A project funded by the

Bangladesh ? g
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