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30 killed in Afghanistan

Taliban threatens Western nations in video message

m. Kabul! Madrid

New insurgency-linked violence left five
policemen and 25 militants dead in
Afghanistan, authorities said yesterday, as
a UN Security Council team continued a
tourto assess post-Taliban development.

In the southern province of Helmand,
Taliban fighters infiltrated a police post
and shot dead five policemen early
Wednesday, provincial government
spokesman Daud Ahmadi said.

"There was no fighting. The enemy
infiltrated our post and they killed the
policemen, " he said.

A Taliban spokesman, Yousuf Ahmadi,
confirmed the attack and said prisoners
were taken.

"We attacked the post. We killed five
policemen and we took another eight
policemen prisoner,” he said.

Opium-producing Helmand is a
stronghold of the Taliban, who ran the
government between 1996 and 2001, and
the insurgents are said to be in charge of
several of Helmand's districts.

President Hamid Karzai told the UN
Security Council team Tuesday it was
unacceptable that insurgents controlled
pockets of his country, including in areas
where foreign troops operate under a UN
mandate.

Also on Wednesday, US-led coalition
troops killed 15 militants after they were
attacked during a raid on a known “com-
mand and control” centre for
bombmakers in the southern province of
Kandahar, the US military said in a state-
ment.

“Coalition forces returned fire with
small arms weapons killing 15 insurgents
and detained six, " the statement said.

Another operation on Tuesday tar-
geted a senior Taliban commander in the
eastern province of Paktya who was
believed to liaise between al-Qaeda and
the Taliban, another statement said.

Five militants were killed in a clash at
the site, it said, without making clearifthe
commander was among the dead.

Five more were killed and four arrested
in another raid Tuesday in the adjoining
province of Paktika that targeted the
radical Haqgani network, which is linked
to al-Qaeda.

"We continue to disrupt terrorist
networks, stemming the flow of weapons
and supplies that are used against Inno-
cent Afghan civilians,” US military
spokesman Colonel Jerry O'Hara said.

There are nearly 70,000 international
soldiers in Afghanistan, most of them
under a UN mandate to help the govern-
ment fight an insurgency led by the

Taliban and joined by other outfits such
as the al-Qaeda and Hagqani networks.

Despite their efforts, security has
deteriorated sharply this year prompting
calls to re-evaluate the strategy to put
down the rebellion and focus more atten-
tion on militant sanctuaries across the
border in Pakistan.

Fifteen UN ambassadors and repre-
sentatives arrived in Afghanistan on
Monday to assess the internationally
funded effort to help the destitute and
fragile country, which has suffered 30
years of war.

They traveled to the western city of
Herat on Wednesday where they met
Afghan officials, a spokesman said with-
out being able to give details.

Meanwhile, the Taliban has threat-
ened to stage attacks on five Western
nations deploying troops in Afghanistan
in a video discovered by Spanish security
forces, alocal radio station said yesterday.

The United States, Spain, France,
Denmark and Australia are warned in the
42-minute video along with Israel, news
radio Cadena Sersaid.

It "threatens Nato and US troops with
attacks against their interests inside and
outside of Afghan territory if they do not
withdraw from Afghanistan,” the radio
said.
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Foreign passengers carry their bags as they leave the airport after anti-government protesters forced the closure of Bangkok's main
airport, the Suvarnabhumi international airport, in Bangkok yesterday. The political strife that shut down Thailand's main international
airport could devastate the kingdom's massive tourism industry, which is already battered by global financial woes, experts say.

uledto take place on December2.
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Indian Mizo people wait at a bus stop near an election campaign banner in Aizawl, the capital city of
the north-eastern Indian state of Mizoram yesterday ahead of the'State Assembly Elections sched-

US transters
[L.aden's
ex-driver

to Yemen

AP, San Juan

A former driver for Osama bin
Laden was transferred from
Guantanamo Bay to his home-
land of Yemen to serve out the
remaining 32 days of his sen-
tence, the Pentagon said
Tuesday.

Salim Hamdan, the first man
to go before a US war crumes
trial since the end of World War
[1, was flown from the US Navy
basein CubatoYemen.

Hamdan was convicted on
Aug. 6 of providing material
support to terrorism, and the
military said it could keep him
locked up indefinitely if it
considered him to be a contin-
ued threat. Instead, he was
slt‘.‘plthu_rr_lg_qgrl}: ’
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US has never advised
[srael against Iran strike

Says Olmert

AFP, Washington

The United States has not
pressured Israel to rule out
military action in order to halt
[ran's nuclear program, Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert said on
Tuesday after talks with
President George W. Bush.

The outgoing prime minister,
who ends what is probably his
last visit to Washington in office,
said he had "spoke atlength with
Vice President Dick Cheney,
Secretary of State Condoleezza
Rice and the presidenton Iran.”

"There is a basic, deep
understanding about the
[ranian threat and the need to
act in order to remove threat,”
he toldreporters.

Israel considers Iran its
greatest threat, because of
Tehran's accelerating nuclear
program and _repe ated state-
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ments by its leaders predicting
the Jewish state's demise,
Israel -- the Middle East's

sole if undeclared nuclear
power -- and the United States
accuse Iran of trying to develop
nuclear weapons, while Tehran
has insisted its program is
entirely peaceful.

The Jewish state has refused to
rule out military response to the
nuclear standoff and Olmert said
on Tuesday that the Bush admin-
istration has never advised them
againstsuchacton.

"I don't remember that
anyone in the administration,
including in the last couple of
days, advised me or any other
of my official representatives
not to take any action that we
will deemn necessary for the
fundamental security of the
state of Israel, and that
ingcludeslran,” Olmertsaid.

Thai authorities start
moving passengers
from airport

AFP, Bangkok

Thai authorities Wednesday began evacuating passengers
stranded overnight at Bangkok international airport after anti-
government protesters stormed the building, AFP reporters said.

Hundreds of weary travellers were herded out of the arrivals
area at Suvarnabhumi airport on to buses provided by the facil-
ity's operator, the correspondents said.

More than 3,000 passengers have been trapped there since
Tuesday night, when demonstrators swarmed the three-billion-
dollar building to press their campaign against the government.

The evacuation appeared chaotic, with authorities making
no announcement and people in the departures area upstairs
eitherunaware or finding out through word of mouth.

Hundreds of people with heavy suitcases and bags gathered
to wait for the buses, which arrived one at a time, and people
queued on escalators to reach the second floor arrivals section.

"It was very unclear, Thai Airways staff said, 'We need to
vacate the airport, go get your bags and get out,"'” said Andrea
Neil, from Sydney.

Verity Rousset, from Perth, Australia, added: "They told us to
come here and take the bus to a hotel. It was confusing. Wedon't
knowifitis mandatory.’

Iran fires

'Indian navy destroyed

businessman in June 2004,

Lamister Mahbubuddin Khokon,
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piracy reporting centre in Kuala Lumpur, said one Thai crew

"The rocket landed 40 min-

Tang, on a petition filed by AzzKhanarguedfortheACC. member died when the Indian frigate INS Tabar fired on the boat utes later with a special para-
ﬁ;mg?aﬂ? ad-interim bailto Chamber bench of the | intheGulfofAdenonNov.18. chute after performing its func-
mmgtﬂrgﬁgﬁnf his appeal  Appellate Division yesterday Fourteen others are missing and a Cambodian sailor was tons,” said the report posted on

Earlier Aman was sentenced
LD seven years mmprisonment in
the case. He filed an appeal with
the HC against the conviction.

On May 8 this year, Judge
Mohammad Altaf Hossain of the
Sixth Additional District and
Sessions Judge's Court, Dhaka,
sentenced former state minister
for labour and employment

upheld the High Court (HC)
orders that had earlier granted
bail to Jamaat-e Islami Ameer
Motiur Rahman Nizami and
Secretary General Ali Ahsan
Muhammad Mojahid in
Barapukuria coalmine case.
The HC bench of Justice
Justice Sikder Maqbul Huq and
Justice Md Fazlur Rahman
ted bail for six months to

rescued four days later by passing fishermen, he said. The mari-
time bureau received a report on the apparent mistake late

Tuesday from Bangkok-based Sirichai Fisheries, which owned the
trawler, the EkawatNava5, he said.

"The Indian navy assumed it was a pirate vessel because they

may have seen armed pirates on board the boat which had been
hijacked earlier,” Choongsaid.

India’s navy said last week that the INS Tabar, which began

patrolling the

gulfon Nov. 2, battled a pirate "“mother ship” on Nov.

18, setting the ship ablaze.

Ships navigate in the northbound lane of the Suez Canal after passing through Port Said, 180km
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the website of state television.
"Kavoshgar 2" -- which
means Explorer -- is made of
three parts, including a space
laboratory, the reportsaid.
"The main achievements of
the launch were to carry out
space experiments on the
atmosphere, to test the

retrieval system and (ensure)
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“gt?)frﬂt'jl;i um H?EHEELH 1EIFU} for Sheikh Toyebur Rahman in a | Sinha said Wednesday the INS Tabor was responding to threats traffic heading to and from the Suez Canal, a strategic shipping route and key earner for Egypt's | <cientists in an academic
X g Om a narcoticscase,
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from pirates on board the ship to attack.

economy.

project,” the reportsaid.
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