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Fmal restlng place of Slraj Shah
in need of attention

The mazar of Darbesh (sage) Siraj Shah in Jhenidah.

AZIBOR RAHMAN, /henidah

Renowned Darbesh (sage) Siraj Shah
was born in 1750 at an area that is
currently under Shailkupa upazila. His
outstanding philanthropy and philos-
ophies attained recognition through-
out this region. In fact even mwtiL
brd=Lalon Shatr.called himy"guru.”
Unfortunately Siraj-Shah's ‘mrazaar’
(shrine) has not been demarcated.
There is no auditorium, library or a
club within the precincts of the final
resting place of this sage.

This correspondent visited the
'mazaar’ recently and noticed people
loitering about with no regards to the
sanctity of the place. There IS no
boundary wall around the 'mazaar
and stray animals often graze here,

defiling the place with their filth.

Siraj Shah demonstrated his fore-
sight at an early age and was keen on
pursuing the path of knowledge. Soon
he won the love and reverence of the
locals for his spiritual enlightenment.

Like Pagla Kanai, Shah too left his
native village when he was young. Iim.

difficyl decisign,st

oppréssion of the BriudH Tilers WhHo™ *maz

forced the local farmers to cultivate
indigo.

Lalon's attachment to Siraj Shah
can be traced through hearsay and
oral traditions as the former's life and
background are still shrouded in
mystery. Apparently, Lalon lost his
parents at a tender age. Subsequently
he took shelterin arelative s house, in
the same village. Siraj Shah once
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came across the young Lalon and
decided to take him under his aegis.
Eventually, Seraj Shah adopted Lalon
as his son and familiarised Lalon with
the ideology of Sufism. Sirah Shah
passed awayin 1819.

Mohammed Jalaluddin, headmas-
er of Lalon Academy in Harishpur
aid that the academy and the

mals of land. According to him, this
land was owned by Shah. Jalaluddin
asserted that he had organised festi-
vals in honour of Shah in 1995, '96 and
97. He added that the government
should take necessary measures to
kindle the rich heritage of this sage by
reconstructing his ‘'mazaar,’ complete
with an auditorium, a library and a
club for cultural and literary practices.

o = R e L '1-'1

of Siraj Shah are on 62 deci-
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Title: Living Colour and Exhibition Rnayciioy ‘ Play: Jadur Pradeep
Artist: u:m Islam | “fc.',',;mc"‘““””""”" | m"“? Swapnadal
Venue: Bengal Callery of | Organiser: Transparency j ; E!P"m B-BAH nental
Fine Arts, H 275/F, Rd 27 International Bangladesh ; DI 'm'“_"' b
(old), Dhanmond Venue: Drik Galery, H 58, | * November
Date: November 24- Rd 15A (new), Dhanmondi | Time: 6:30pm
December 6 Date: Nov 28-Dec 4 ?

Time: 12-8pm Time: 3-8pm :

"Kua," a digital film pro-
duced Jol Foring-er Dol was
premiered recently at the
Sylhet Shilpakala Academy,
says a pressrelease.

Directed jointly by
Humayun Kabir and Pratik
Sengupta, the film centres
on a young man and his
world of fantasies,

Kajol cannot differenti-
ate between reality and
dreams. To him, the real
world is nothing but a set
of frames. He feels that
every human being is
stuck on a particular
track, each interpreting it
in individual ways. Kajol
becomes obsessed with
the idea that humans are
confined in a dark pit, like
a 'Kua' (well) -- an endless
vicious cycle, which can-
notbe broken.

The central characters
are played by Pratik
Sengupta, Rokeya Prachi
and Humayun Faridee. A
group of students from

A scene from the film.

Shahjalal University of
Science and Technology is
alsoincluded in the cast.

The Baily Star

Following the premiere,
the film was also screened

commercially at the M.
Saifur Rahman Auditorium

from November22to 24,
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A group of 21 Bangladeshi artistes left for Vietnam recently, on a cultural tour says a press

release. Led by Bhuiyan Shafiqual Islam, director general of BSA, the group includes Fakir | phaka were concep- |

Alamgir, Abida Sultana, Mita Haque, Kabirul Islam Ratan, Abdur Rashid Shapon, Farhana

Erratum

In the feature "All
things old and won-
derful® published on
November 19, 2008

issue of Arts &
Eritertamnment, it was'{!
inadvertently written

that Dhaka's first
urban r e -

development project |

can be traced back to
the early 1900s... It

| should have read "The
| first

urban re-
development plans for

| tualisedinthe 1860s."
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Nestea European
Championship Tour -
Swiss Masters
Behind The Baseline
Barclays Premier League
2008/9 Match: Aston Villa
vs. Manchester United
TNA Sikander 08/09 23
Nike Football Locker
Room

Untracked Season 3 Ep.
1

TNA Xplosion 08/09 13
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SA Tour Of England Odis

2008 HL 1 Match:

England vs. South Afnca

Score Tonight
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