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PHOTO: AFP
A Sri Lankan government soldier keeps guarding a check-pointin Colombo yesterday. The reclusive

leader of Sri Lanka's Tamil Tigers is to deliver his annual policy address this week from a besieged
jungle hideout that could soon be totally overrun by government troops.

LTTE chief to issue rallying
call as fiefdom crumbles

AFP, Colombo

The reclusive leader of Sri Lanka's Tamil Tigers
is to deliver his annual policy address this week
from a besieged jungle hideout that could soon
be totally overrun by government troops.

With his northern fiefdom shrinking fast in
the face of a massive onslaught, Velupillai
Prabhakaran is expected to use Thursday s
address to rally his forces for a do-or-die battle
for survival

The last 18 months have been disastrous for
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LI'TE),
who want to carve out an ethnic homeland in
the north and east of the Sinhalese-majonty
island.

The rebels were ejected from the eastin July
2007 and lost their political chiel in a govern-
ment air raid, while much of their flotilla ol
ships used to smuggle in black marketweapons
has been reported sunk

[he LTTE's political capital of Kilinochchi
appears to be on the brink of falling into gov-
ernment hands. The Tigers have lost control ol
the entire northwest coast, while the key north-
eastern coastal base of Mullaitivu is also being
squeezed

'He will vow to hit back. He might even say
that they are pulling out so that the army will
spread out thinly for him to attack them later,
Dharmalingam Sithadthan, a former
[amil guerrilla-turned-politician
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SRt 4 vear 4¢6 Prabhakaranisued a siitare’

threat‘against'what he branded & "genotidal™

government, only to see his northern mini-
state shrink even further.

The hawkish and extremely confident Sri
Lankan government pulled out of a
Norwegian-brokered ceasefire in January. With
his troops advancing, President Mahinda
Rajapakse says he will accept nothing less from
the LTTE than their surrender.

Analysts say Prabhakaran has been left with
little room for manoeuvre.

"I think he may still have the capacity to
carry out one or two big attacks, but that won't
be enough to restore the military balance of
power we see now," Sithadthan said.

Prabhakaran's speech is an annual event
marking "Heroes’ week", when the LI'TE com-
memorates the estimated 22,000 Tamils
many of them women and children -- who have
died during the 36-year-long war.

The speech is usually pre-recorded in a
jungle bunker somewhere in the northeast,
and broadcast by the Voice of Tigers radio
station. The station's previous headquarters
was flattened by government jetsa year ago.

The event also coincides with
Prabhakaran's birthday -- he turns 54 on
Wednesday -- although retired army brigadier
general Vipul Bfltt:]u said the rotund rebel chietl
will have little to celebrate

“He has to make a face-saving speech on
lhursday,” Boteju said

'‘We will see the usual rhetoric about

‘revenige; bur his ability to deliver seemy to be

greatlydiminished.”
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Kuwait in

New Crisis
as cabinet
quits

AFP, Kuwalt City

Kuwait was plunged into a
new crisis yesterday after the
cabinet in the oil-rich Gulf
state resigned over a standofl
with parliament, in a move,
which could lead to early
elections.

"“The Kuwaliti cabinet
submitted its resignation to
the emir just a while ago,”
MP Nasser al-Sane told
reporters.

Kuwaiti ministers -- led by
Prime Minister Sheikh Nasser
Mohammed al-Ahmad al-
Sabah -- had walked out of
parliament earlier on Tuesday
as the house was due to set a
date to question the premier.
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Indo-Pak secretaries talk
terror in Islamabad

P11, lstamabad

the exchange of civilian prisoners and a

India and Pakistan began crucial talks in
Islamabad yesterday on combating ter-
rorism, drug trafficking and liberalising
the visa regime under the composite
dialogue process, as authorities freed 101
Indian prisoners, most of them fishermen

in agoodwill gesture,

Indian Home Secretary Madhukar
Gupta and his Pakistani counterpart Syed
Kamal Shah met to discuss issues of ter-
rorism, afflicting both the countries, with
New Delhi expected to dwell upon
Islamabad for extradition of some of the
most wanted fugitives like Dawood
Ibrahim, wanted in 1993 Bombay blasts

CdSes.

There is expected to be focus also on

Karachi.

deronWednesday.

proposal to liberalise the visa regime as
well as illegal immigration, drug traffick-
ing, human trafficking, and counterfeit
currency during the day-long talks, offi-
cials said.Even as the talks got underway
in Islamabad, Pakistani authorities freed
99 Indian fishermen from a jail in the
southern port city of Karachi and two
other prisoners from another jail in

The fishermen, arrested between 2002
and 2006, were put on two buses that
would take them to Lahore, for passage
back home through the Wagah land bor-

Before his departure from India, Gupta
told media-persons on Monday that
Delhi expected pro-active cooperation

from Islamabad in dealing with security
issues. “The whole purpose is to try and
see that there can be an improvement in
relations across a wide range of issues,”
he said.

One of the elements of the composite
dialogue, Gupta said relates to security
matters, terrorism, drug trafficking and
other issues like prisoners of both coun-
tries in each other's jails, fishermen who
keep getting caught and visa regulations
and regimes.Pakistani officials have
indicated that they plan to raise recent
disclosures about the alleged involve-
ment of Hindu radical elements in last
year's bombing of the Samjhauta Express
train service during the talks. Nearly 70
people, a majority of them Pakistanis,
werekilled in the attack.

Britain clamps down
on forced marriages
with eye on Pakistan

AFP, London

Britain introduced a new law
yesterday bolstering rules
against forced marriages,
after Foreign Secretary David
Miliband highlighted a case
in Pakistan ahead of a visit
there.

The new law allows courts
to stop forced marriages and
provide protection to those
who have been married
against their will,

It also gives judges the
power to require individuals to
reveal the whereabouts of
people thought to be at risk of
being forced Into marnage,
stop potential vicims from
being taken aboad, and seize
passporis.

According to the country's
Forced Marriages Unit (FMU),
65 percent of known cases ol
the practice involve Pakistan,
where Miliband is set to visit
later this week.

In a newspaper article
Sunday, Miliband said Britain
was taking a tougher stand
against forced marriage,
describing the practicé as "a
stain on those who carryitout,

those who condone it and also
thosewho ignoreit.”

He recounted the tale of
British diplomats rescuing a
| 5-year-old girl last week from
a village near Mirpur in north-
ern Pakistan, where she was
being held prisoner and
beaten by her father to get her
to agree Lo marriage.

So far this year, the FMU
has handled more than 1,500
reports of forced marriage and
diplomats across the world
have helped more than 400
people facing possible forced
marriage or being made to
sponsor an immigration visa
after marriage has taken place,
Miliband said.

Under the new laws, those
who do not comply with court
orders related to forced mar-
riage, which can be sought by
a victim, a friend or the police,
could face jail.

“This new law is a powerful
tool that will help ensure that
no-oneis forced into marriage
against their will and those
already in such marriages will
receive protection, junioer
justice minisier  Bydge:
Prentice said.

Pak parliament to discuss US

missile attacks

AFP, Karachil/ Khar

Pakistan's parliament will hold a session next
week to talk about United States missile attacks
on militanttargetsin the northwest of the coun-
try, defence minister Ahmed Mukhtar said
yesterday.

Washington has apparently stepped up
missile strikes fromn unmanned drones against
suspected al-Qaeda and Taliban hideouts in

tribal areas despite protests from Islamabad
that such action violates international law and
could deepen resentment of the US in the
world's second-largest Islamic nation,

"We have summoned a session of the parlia-
ment on December 2 in which we'll discuss the
violations (by the US drones) of Pakistan's
territory, which is an importantissue,” Mukhtar
told reporters at the country's international
defence exhibition in the port city of Karachi.
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PHOTO- AFP

Nepalese finance Minister Baburam Bhattari (L) shakes hands with Indian Foreign Minister Pranab
Mukherjee (R) as Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal, also known as Prachanda (2-L) looks on at the

t Prime Minister's resldence in Kathamndu yesterday. Pranab:Mukherjeeamived in Nepal far a‘{ﬁree-

day official visitto strengthen bilateral ties between the two nations.
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PHOTO: AFP

Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh (C) waves to supporters
as he wears traditional Mizo dress at an election campaign rally in
Aizwal, capital city of the north-eastern Indian state of Mizoram
yesterday ahead of the State Assembly Elections scheduled to

take place on December 2.

No basis for denying
Syria help on N-plant
Says IAEA chief ElBaradei

AFP, Vienna

The head of the UN atomic
watchdog, Mohamed
ElBaradei, said Monday the
[AFA had no legal right to deny
Syria help in a nuclear power
project, as called for by a
number of western states.

"A state has the fullest
right of membership until
proven otherwise,” ElBaradei
told a meeting of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency's (IAEA) technical
assistance and cooperation

committee at a closed-door
meeting here.

"People and countries are
innocent until proven guilty,”
he said in comments, arecord-
ing of which were obtained by
AFP "And we continue to act
on thatbasis.”

The Egyptian-born diplo-
mat was addressing the first
day of a three-day meeting by
the technical committee
where it was scheduled to
discuss a long list of requests
for assistance in various
nuclear projects.

Iraqgi MPs in final push

before vote

AFP, Baghdad

[ragi lawmakers made a final
push yesterday to assemble a
commanding majority to
approve a controversial military
pact that would allow US troops
to remain another three years.

The 275-member assembly
is expected to vote Wednesday
by a show of hands on the
wide-ranging accord, which
would require US troops 10O
withdraw from Iraqi cities by
the end of June and from the
rest of the country by the end
of2011.

The measure enjoys the
support of the Shia United Iraq|
Alliance (UIA), the Kurdish

alliance, and a number of inde-
pendent MPs -- enough for it to
pass with slightly more than the

on US pact

requisite simple majority of 138
votes.

But deputy parliamentary
speaker Khaled al-Attiya said
the government and the UIA
were makingalast-minute push
to assembleabroader coalition.

"We do not want to pass this
agreement with a difference of
two or three or four votes,”
Attiya told AFP in an interview
in his Baghdad office. “For this
reason there are continuing
efforts to achieve a vast major-
ity.”

The agreement -- the prod-
uct of nearly a year of hard-
nosed negotiations was
approved by Irag’s cabinet over
a week ago with support from
the major blocs representing
the country's Shia, Sunni, and
Kudish communities.
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