fé‘ s & Entert@inment

DHAKA TUESDAY NOVEMBER 25, 2008 Culture@thedailystar.net

Solo Art Exhibition
Title: Living Colour and
Dancing Lines

Artist: Moniru! Islam
Venue: Bengal Gallery of
Fine Arts, H 275/F, Rd 27
(old), Dhanmondi

Date: November 24-
December 6

Time: 12-8pm

Death anniversary of Hemanga

Biswas observed in Sylhet

IQRAL SIDDIQUEE, Sylhet
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The 21st death anniversary of Hemanga

Biswas, a ploneering 'gano sangeet' artiste,
~was observed at his ancestral home in

Chunarughatupazila, Habiganj.

On the occasion, Hemanga Biswas Film
society and Jugantor Swajon Samabesh
jointy organised a discussion at the Sahitya
Niketan (Mansur Bhaban) on November 22.
Advisor of the Samabesh, Bidyut Paul,
chaired the discussion. Swajon Samabesh
President, Shankha Dev; Secretary, Aminur
Rashid Sujon; Nasiruddin; Mizan Lashkar
and Abul Kalam Azad, among others spoke
at the programme.

The speakers recalled Hemanga Biswas'
immense contribution to the ‘gano sangeet'
genre urged the authonties to honour him
with naming a major street after him at the
upazila headquarters.

Born intoa 'zaminder' family, Biswas was
a follower of the folk tradition in 'gano
sangeet.' Son of Harakumar Biswas and
Sarojini Biswas, Hemanga Biswas studied at
Habigan) Government High School. He
studied at the MC College in Sylhetin 1930-
3

Biswas embraced the values of commu-
nism during his college life and wrote
poems and plays on equal rights. At this

stage he started performing 'gano sangeet.'
Institutional education system failed to
contain him and Biswas became involved in

~a movement to ensure the rights of tea

garden labourers, farmers and the under-
privileged throughout the region. For his
politdcal convictions, he was arrested in
1930,

[n the '40s, Biswas' songs motivated the

. masses, stirring the flame of nationalism,

He formed a forum for 'gano sangeet' art-
istesin 1971 and directed a number of plays
and songs. He formed IPTA and Cultural
squadin 1983.

Biswas wrote many songs using the
pseudonym ‘Sanchay Sen." Among his
published works are “Sankhncheel -er
Gaan,"” "Hemanga Biswas-er Gaan," "Loko
Sangeet-er Shamiksha,” "Bangla O Assam"
and "Abar Chin Dekhey Elam" in Bangla,
and "Fulo Kuror Chatal" and "Okouchin
Ahilo” in Assamese.

Some of the songs popularised by
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Hemanga Biswas are "Habiganj-er Jalali

koitor,” "Shabdhaney gurujir naam loiyyo,"
"Shono desher bhai bhogini," "Nongor
chharia deorey dukhi naiyya," Amra bir
kishore dol,” "Amra tho bhuli nai shaheed,”
"Udoypurer jatri,” "Languliar bakey" and
more. Biswas died on November22, 1987 in
Calcutta. |

Trinamool A TV show on

local government

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT
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“Trinamool”, a programme on local

oyeriment WIJ.I be aired today on
' '{Mﬁ‘ng a2 at 2:30 pm “The
programme is directed by Muham-
mad Jahangir and hosted by Wajed
Feroz.

The show highlights government
policies and issues related to Union
Parishad, Municipality, City Corpora-
tion, Upazila and others. Public
opinion on these issues will also be
featured on the show. Centre for
Development Communication has
produced the programme.

The show features public opinion on local government.
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Cartoon o= e e Ritwik Ghatak
Exhibition s s Birth Anniversary
%m gt Venue: Bangladesh Film
Organiser: Transparency Intliu.un' , 160, Lake Circus,
Intermational Bangladesh Kalabagan

Venue: Drik Gallery, H 58, Date: November 25

Rd 15A (now), Dhanmondi Time: 5 30pm

Date; Noy 28-Dec 4 : Film Screening: Titash
Time; 3-8pm | Ekti Nodir Naam

@The Daily Star

This holiday season the new releases section will
be overrun with Nazis,

A minor incursion of this sort is an annual
Oscar-season tradition, but 2008 offers an abun-
dance of peaked caps and riding breeches, light-
ning-boltcollar pins and swastika armbands, as an
unusually large cadre of prominent actors
assumes the burden of embodying the most pro-
found and consequential evil of the recent past.

David Thewlis, playing a death camp comman-
dant in “The Boy in the Striped Pajamas,” will be
joined by Willem Dafoe, who takes on a similar role
in “Adam Resurrected,” Paul Schrader's new film.
In “The Reader,” directed by Stephen Daldry and
based on Bernhard Schlink's best-selling novel of
the same name, Kate Winslet plays a former con-
centration camp guard tried for war crimes. Tom
Cruise, the star of Bryan Singer's “Valkyrie,” wears
the uniform of the Third Reich though his charac-
ter, Col. Claus von Stauffenberg, was not a true-
believing Nazi but rather a patriotic German mili-
tary officerinvolved in a plot to assassinate Hitler.

And of course there will be plenty of room on
screen for the victims and survivors of Hitler's
regime, Adam, the title character in “Adam Resur-
rected,” is a Berlin nightclub performer, played by
Jeff Goldblum, who finds himself, after enduring
the camps, confined to an Israeli asylum some-
where between “One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest”
and "King of Hearts.” And in Edward Zwick's “Defi-
ance,” Daniel Craig transmutes his James Bond
action-heroism into the moral heroism of Tuvia
Bielski, the real-life leader of a group of Jewish
partisans who fought the Germans in the forests of
Belarus. Meanwhile the wave of European cinema
dealing with Nazism and the Holocaust -- most
prominently represented on American screens in
recent years by “The Counterfeiters,” which won
the Academy Award for best foreign-language film
backin February, and earlier aspirants like “Down-
fall” and “Black Book” -- continued this fall with
the releases of “A Secret” and “One Day You'll
Understand,” two quiet, powerful French-
language films exploring themes of memory and
its auppressinn
near sim eous appearance of all these

es & fo! a'liegree a Eolncidence) but it
mtn relief the curious fact that early 21st-
century culture, in Europe and America, on screen
and in books, is intensely, perhaps morbidly pre-
occupied with the great political trauma of the
mid-20th century.

The number of Holocaust-related memoirs,
novels, documentaries and feature films in the
past decade or so seems to defy quantification,
and their proliferation raises some uncomfortable
questions. Why are there so many? Why now? And
more queasily, could there be too many?
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Nazis recurring on silver screen
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Poster of the film “The Boy in the Striped Pajamas”

The moral imperatives imposed by the slaugh-
ter of European Jews are Never Again and Never
Forget, which mean, logically, that the story of the
Holocaust must be repeated again and again. But
the sheer scale of the atrocity -- the six million
extinguished lives and the millions more that were
indelibly scarred, damaged and disrupted -- sug-
gests that the research, documentation and imagi-
native reconstruction, the building of memorials
and museums, the writing of books and scripts, no

‘matter how scrupulous and exhaustive, will neces:
sarily be partial, inadequate and'belated. And this
tragic foreknowledge of insufficiency, which might
be inhibiting, turns out, on the contrary, to spur
the creation of more and more material.

Winslet said as much on an episode of “Extras”:
“I've noticed that if you do a film about the Holo-
caust, you're guaranteed an Oscar.” She was jok-
ing, of course, though her appearance in “The
Reader” suggests that the joke is funny because it's
often true. Why else do you suppose all the movies
listed at the beginning of this article, including

7t thameven and morgenieaining.

“The Reader,” are coming out in November and
December? Notbecause Hanukkah is coming.

Of course the line between kitsch and art is
notoriously blurry, and in any case kitsch has its
uses. More often the reality of mass death gives
way to yet another affirmation of life, and even
faithfully rendered true stories are bent into con-
formity with familiar patterns, themes and con-
ventions: forbidden love; noble sacrifice; victory
against the odds. The Holocaustis more accessible

For movie enthusiasts a Holocaust movie isnow
more or less equivalent to a western or a combat
picture or a sword-and-sandals epic -- part of a
genre that has less to do with history than with the
perceived expectations of moviegoers. This may
be the only, or at least the most widely available,
way of keeping the past alive in memory, but it is
also akind of forgetting.
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Source: The New York Times
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