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Israeli army urges govt
to attack Iran, strike

PT1, Jerusalem

Israel's defence establishment in a rec-
ommendation paper to be presented to
the Cabinet has asked it to make contin-
gency plans to attack Iran, reach a peace
agreement with Syria and prevent polls in
the Palestinian areas even if Tel Aviv has to
confrontwith the US.

T'he paper will be presented to the
Cabinet next month as part of the
National Security Council's annual situa-
tion assessment, daily "Ha'aretz' reported
onSunday.

The paper warns that Israel may find
itself facing a nuclear Iran virtually alone
in 2009 following a rapprochement
between Washington, Tehran and the
Arab world that would also undermine
the Jewish state's military superiority.

“Iran's threat to Israel’s survival® is at
the top of the paper's list of threats, fol-

lowed by the "strategic threat” of long-
range missiles and rockets owned by vari-
ous countries in the region, the daily said.

“Israel faces these threats almost
alone. It is imperative to mobllise the
international community and obtain
regional cooperation. The new American
administration is an opportunity to do
this, " itnotes.

The recommendation paper warns
that Israel has a limited "window" in
which to act before Iran obtains nuclear
arms and regional hegemony.

Israel therefore “must establish a
military option against Iran, in case other
countries abandon the struggle”, it
reportedly says. The defence establish-
ment also advises the Cabinet to "work
discreetly on contingency plans” to deal
with anuclear lran.

The paper strongly recommends close
cooperation with US to prevent a deal

peace deal with Syria

between Washington and Tehran that
would undermine Israel’s interests.

The paper calls for "an agreement with
Syria”, despite the "heavy price Israel
would have to pay”.

The defence establishment believes
that removing Syria from the conflict
would lead to an agreement also with
Lebanon, significantly weakening the
Iran-Syria-Hezbollah-Hamas axis.

IT recommends persuading Barack
Obama administration to support talks
with Syria, to which George W Bush
objected.

Israel should support moderate fac-
tions in Lebanon in next year's parlia-
mentary elections, but not at the expense
of its own interests, it says, adding "At the
same time, Israel must strengthen its
deterrence against Hezbollah and take
"low-profile” action against Hezbollah's
arms smugghng”.
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PHOTO AFP

Pakistani security officials inspect the blast site in cultural centre in Lahore on Saturday. Three bombs exploded on Saturday in the
eastern Pakistani city of Lahore, wounding two people.

topple the government, putting Thailand on edge after aweek of escalating violence.

Thai protesters vow final

PHOTO: AFP
Anti-government protesters shout slogans inside the Government House in Bangkok yesterday. Thai
protesters are laying a siege to state offices gathered for a rally which they say will be a final push to

AP, Bissau, Guinea-Bissau

Mutinous soldiers fought their
way into the fortified resi-
dence of Guinea-Bissau's
president in a three-hour
gunbattle yesterday but did
not hurt the head of state, a
top official said.

The soldiers attacked
President Joao Bernardo
Vieira's home shortly after
midnight, killing at least one
of his guards and injuring
several others before security
forces were able to push them
back, Interior Minister
Cipriano Cassama said, The
attackers did not reach the
room Vieira was hiding in and
he was nothurt, Cassamasaid.

An Associated Press
reporter heard heavy artillery
fire and rocket-propelled
grenades in the attack in a
residential neighborhood of

. 4 &« s|: the capital .Dozens ofssecurity i

forces have surrounded the

Soldiers attack home ot
Guinea-Bissau president

building. Inside, a reporter
saw spent shell casings litter-
ing the floors, including in the
president's bedroom:.

“It's unacceptable that we
should have another coup in
this country,” said Cassama.

The government has issued
no formal statement, but is
planning an emergency meet-
ing later Sunday, spokesman
Fernando Mendonca said.

In a statement Sunday
about Guinea-Bissau, African
Union commission chairman
Jean Ping said the AU rejects
‘any unconstitutional change
of government and condemns
in advance any attempt to
seize power by force.”

The United Nations has
said the impoverished nation
of 1.5 million on Africa’s
Atlantic coast is a key transit
point for cocaine smuggled
from Latin America to Europe.

-

Abbas to call snap polls
if Hamas talks fail

Palestinians slam lack of progress in talks

AFP, Ramallah

Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas said yester-
day that he will call snap presidential and parlia-
mentary elections in the NewYear if reconciliation
talks with the Islamist Hamas movement fail.

"If the dialogue does not succeed, then at the
start of next year we will issue a presidential
decree calling parliamentary and presidential
elections,” Abbas told a meeting of the Central
Council of the Palestine Liberation Organisation.

He said that nonetheless he remains "ready to
continue the dialogue in which we have been
makingevery effortfor success.”

['he Islamist Hamas movement which con-
trols Gaza pulled out of Egyptian-brokered unity
talks with Abbas's secular Fatah faction earlier
this month, accusing his security forces of round-
Ingupitssupportersin the West Bank.

Abbas's term as president expires on January 8
and Hamas had beenthreatening not to recognise
his authority from the following day.

The Islamists won an upset victory in the last
parliamentaryelectuonsin 2006.

Earlier Abbas hitoutat US-backed Middle East
peace talks on Sunday on the eve of aWhite House
meeting between Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert and President GeorgeW. Bush, saying that
notoneissue had been resolved.

"So far we have not reached agreement on a
single question -- every issue remains up for
discussion,” Abbas told a key decision-making
body of the Palestine Liberation Organisation
under whose auspices the year-old negotiations
with Israel are being held."Even if (US Secretary of
State) Condoleezza Rice or someone speaking in
her name says, even if (Israeli Foreign Minister)
Tzip1 Livni or someone speaking in her name says
that there are agreements being prepared, it's not
true,” he told the PLO Central Council.

The Palestinian leader accused Israel of failing
to honour any of the undertakings it gave in
November last year at the US-hogted cenference
which relaunched the negotiations. '

showdown with govt

AP, Bangkok

Anti-government protesters
sald yesterday they were
massing acuvists in the Thai
capital for their biggest rally
yet in a final showdown with
the government, while the
military deployed soldiers to

The protest group, which
calls itself the People's
Alliance for Democracy,
planned to rally more than
100,000 supporters Sunday
evening, but declined to give
details of the rally or its tim-

Ing. They were expected to try

to march on Parliament

of lawmakers the following
day.

"It will be D-Day. This will
be our final push to bring
down the government,” said
protester Chokchuang
Chutinaton, 64, as he and
fellow protesters gathered at
the Government House com-

deter violence.

overnight to disrupt a session

pound.

Syria hosts Iraq security
meet in wake of US raid

AFP, Damascus

A high-level meeting to discuss security in Iraq
opened in Damascus on Sunday less than a
month after US soldiers raided a Syrian village
in a hunt for a "facilitator” of foreign fighters
entering Iraq.

"It is everyone's responsibility to step up
cooperation to supervise borders” with Iraq,
Synia's Interior Minister Bassam Abdul Majid
said in an opening speech.

He called on participants to ensure that
“Irag will not be the point of departure for acts
of aggression against its neighbours in any
circumstances whatsoever."

The minister said Syria's sovereignty

was "gravely violated” by the October 26
attack of helicopter-borne American
soldiers on a village near the border with
Iraq.

Damascus says the raid left eight civilians
dead, butan official in Washington said the raid
targeted a "facilitator” of foreign fighters cross-
ing the border from Syria to battle US and Iraqi
forces.

“Syria has always taken the necessary steps
to supervise its border with Iraq... stability in
Iraq is reflected in all countries of the region,”
Abdul Majid said.

“Sovereignty and independence for Iraq...
will only be achieved through the departure of
foreign forces fromits territory,” he said.

Tension mounts in Somali
pirate lair as Islamists
threaten attack

AFP, Mogadishu

Iension mounted yesterday
between pirates holding a
Saudi tankér and Islamist
fighters threatening to attack
them, with a week remaining
for the ship's owners to meet a
25-million-dollar ransom
demand.

"If the pirates want peace,
they had better release the
tanker,” Sheikh Ahmed, a
spokesman for the Shebab
group in the coastal region of
Harardhere, told AFP by phone.

The Sirius Star, a huge
tanker carrying around 100
million dollars worth of crude
oil and owned by Saudi
Aramco, was hijacked in the
space of 16 minutes by Somali
pirates in the Indian Ocean on
November 15.

Pirates have since anchored
it off their base in Harardhere,
north of Mogadishu, and
demanded the ransom be paid

by November 30.

The Shebab (vouth) armed
group, which controls much of
southern and central Somalia
and rejects an internationally-
backed peace process, has
positioned fighters in and
around Harardhere in recent
days.

Islamist leaders have
stressed that piracy is a capital
offence under Islam and
officially condemned the
surge in acts of piracy in
Somalia's waters, which has
begun to disrupt international
trade.

A member of the pirate
group holding the Sirius Star
retorted that his own men
were not afraid ofthe Shebab's
threats.

“We are the Shebab of the
sea and we can't be scared by
the Shebab of the land,”
Mohamed Said told AFP. "If
anybody attempts to attack,
thatwould be suicide.”

Iraqi lawmakers
vote on US
security pact
Wednesday

AP, Baghdad

The Iraqi parliament will
vote Wednesday on a pact
that would allow American
troops to stay in Iraqg for
three more years, but the
government's hopes of win-
ning a wide margin of
approval to ensure the deal's
legitimacy appeared to be
fading.

Prime Minister Noun al-
Maliki and his top ministers
struggled Sarurday to rally
support for the pact, arguing
that Iraqi security forces
aren t ready to stand on their
own. A UN mandate for the
American troop presence
expires Dec. 31, and US mili-
tary operations would have 10
stop immediately without a
new mandate or the legal
cover of the pact being con-
sidered by parliament.

The defence minister
wamed that losing the pro-
tection of the US Navy could
even bring piracy to Persian
Gulf waters like that preying
on international shipping off
the African nation of
Somalia.

PHOTO AFP
A woman has her face painted "No fathers, no masters, no hus-

bands” "I am me" as she takes part in a demonstration in the
streets of Rome to protest the violence against women on
Saturday ahead of the International Day for the Elimination of
Violence against Women taking place on November 25,

‘Nostalgic' Bush ponders
forced retirement'

AFP, Lima

One day after saying he was
waxing "nostalgic" about his
eight years in office, US
President George W Bush joked
Saturday that he faces "forced
retirement” when Barack
Obama takes overin 59 days.

Bush, making his final trip
overseas before retreating to his
adoptive home state of Texas,
has always promised to "sprint
to the finish” -- meaning not
that he can't wait for January
20th but that he won't slow
down.

And one of his top advisers
for international economic
affairs, Dan Price, bristled last
week at a reporter's suggestion
that Bush's attendance at an
Asia-Pacific summit here might
be a final bow on the world
stage.

“This is a serious meeting; it
Is not a farewell," said Price,
“Every meeting or foreign trip
the president has gone on this
year has been called his farewell
tour,” Bush spokeswoman
DanaPerinosighed adaylater.

Perhaps inevitably, though,
it's both business and bye-bye
for the US president, who over

eight years has visited 73 coun-
tries, the West Bank, and Kosovo
when itwas under UN adminis-
tration, according to CBS Radio
statistcs.

Ata meeting late Friday with
Chinese President Hu Jintao,
Bush allowed he felt "a little
nostalgic” in the face of their
final talks as heads of state, then
discussed such weighty issues
as North Korea's nuclear disar-
mament, said Perino,

Hu voiced hope that Bush,
after he steps down, "can come
to China often to continue to
have a positive influence on
China-US ties," said China
foreign ministry spokesman Liu
Jianchao.

In a message to Obama, the
Chinese president "expressed
hope that the next US adminis-
tration can recognise the
importance of China-US ties
and at the same time recognise
the importance of the Taiwan
Issueto China-US tes," said Liu.

On Saturday, the US presi-
dent met with Canadian Prime
Minister Stephen Harper, who
said he and his wife “certainly
wish Lauraand you all the best if
I don't see you again before the
20thofJanuary,”

PHOTO: AFP

President of India's Congress Party and Chairperson of the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) gov-
ernment, Sonia Gandhi (R) addresses the gathering as Chief Minister of Delhi, Sheila Dikshit (L) looks
on during an election rally in New Delhi yesterday. The Indian capital is set to go to the polls for the
state assembly election on November 29.

Bush, Medvedev
put brave face
on differences
at final summit

AFP, Lima

put a brave face on their
differences at valedictory
talks on Saturday, with offi-
cials saying Iran and piracy
were problems the two sides
would continue working on.

President George W. Bush
and Russian counterpart
Dmitry Medvedev also took
up the thorny subject of
Georgia among other topics
In a last summit on the side-
lines of an Asia-Pacific sum-
mitin Peru.

The two agreed on the
need to work togetheron Iran
under US president-elect
Barack Obama, White House
spokeswoman Dana Perino
said.

"They talked about the
need for the two nations to
continue to work together on
Iran and that it i1s important
for that cooperation to con-
tinue into the new admins-
tration,” Penno said.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergel Lavrov said the two
sides had discussed the eco-
nomic cnsis and "interna

work in a "practical way" on
problems of mutual concern
such as piracy off Somalia's

coast. j

The Russian and US leaders

tional security” and agreed to |




