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- Solo Painting

Exhibition

Artist: Javed Jali
Venue: Exhibition Hall,
Russian Centre of
Science and Culture, H
510, Rd 7, Dhanmondi
Date: November 16-23
Time: 11am-7pm
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literary — Shabnam Mushtari
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From the late 1960s Shabnam Mushtari has
emerged as one of the major stars in Nazrul

songs. Here are excerpts from a conversa-
tdonwithher - |
v is it important for an artiste to

conce mmmofmﬁ“
Any good song essentially contains a
sense of the literary. It is most important for
an artiste to comprehend the true meaning
of a song, which is contained in its lyrics,
without which the rendition becomes
imperfect and flat. _
The best compliment that you have
received so far? .
That I look very dignified, well turned up
and have amelodious voice.
- What's the worst thing that people say
T

That I often flee from the scene when
there is any controversial situation.

Whatdon'tyou leave home without?
~ The inevitable traffic jam on the roads
bores me out of my wits. So I have this new
method of fighting boredom and making
the drive more pleasant I never forget to
take the r, my favourite collection
of songs, which range from ghazals to oldie

_goldies.

Whmmthnlmﬁmernufﬂtmﬂ-

Never.

Although you are known to maintain
your cool, when was the last time you blew
your fop? - |

Ifeet strongly that our National poet is ill
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Shabnam Mushtari

trend of making music videos of Nazrul
Sangeet?

The trend has both positive and negative
aspects. Since the poet himself acted in
cinema, [ believe there shouldn't be any
objection to music videos. However, prefer-
ence should be given to the total impact of
the composition--the lyrics, tune and emo-
tion of the song, everything should be con-
sidered and not only in flashy outfits and in
awesternised outlook.

Shabnam trains a few students under the
Poet Talim Hossain Trust every year,

although on an imregular basis. And she

talented, and thatis more than enough.”

represented. When we talk of our cultural emphasises those aspects of Nazrul
representation we should emphasise that  Sangeet, which, she believes, are 'lyric-
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shoes, groceriesand whatnot
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mentioned that he had taped my song
Lailee tomaar eshechey phiria on both sides
of a cassette which he played throughout
the daywithout fail

Areyoulaid back? | ,

1 guess most artistes are. I enjoy meeting
old friends, calling them over, arrange get
togethers and all this is after [ finish my
routine chores and of course anything that
isrelated tomy performance.

Why will your fans not forgetyou?

That is for them to say. However, deep
inside I have a feeling that I have tried to
satisfy their thirst by presenting the pas-
sionate songs of Nazrul with precision.

What is your opinion on the current

Roger Waters

Roger Waters and WilLLAm are among the
artists scheduled to join Jon Bon Jovi and
actor Amitabh Bachchan December 7 for
Live Earth India, which will be broadcast on
various TV outlets in India, Hong Kong and
South East Asia. The concert, which will
feature an appearance by former US Vice
President Al Gore, also will be shown online
atMSN.

Live Earth India will feature never-
before-seen collaborations of western and
Indian artists and a variety of musical genres
from Indian hip-hop to American rock,
accordingto a press release.

Ihe line-up of international performers
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“The purity of Nazrul Sangeet is much
more authenticated now than before,” she
claims, “Many records produced during the
lifetime of the poet himself have been col-
lected. These have helped a lot in preparing
the notations of Nazrul Sangeet properly.”

Shabnam, however, regrets that this
practice of purity has become rather Dhaka
oriented. “Outside Dhaka, many are teach-
INg wrong tunes completely unknowingly,
because often they do not have access to the
original tunes,” she says. "Also, in West
Bengal, Nazrul Sangeet is being sung in
wrong tunes!” she-complains. Shabnam,
however, names Krishna Majumdar and
Sushmita Mukherjee of West Bengal as true

followers and practitioners of authentic
Nazrul Sangeet.
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q Live Earth India to feature
Roger Waters and Bon Jovi

Jon Bon Jovi

includes Anoushka Shankar, Abhishek
Bachchan, Aishwarya Rai Bachchan, Hrithik
Roshan, Preity Zinta, Bipasha Basu,
Shiamak Davar and Farhan Akhtar, among
several others,

Net proceeds from the event will go to
TERI's Light a Billion Lives, which aims at
providing 200 million solar lanterns to rural
households currently without electricity.
Concert proceeds also will benefit Clirnate
Project India's educational programmes
and advocacy for renewable energy solu-
tions in India.
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Solo Painting

Exhibition
Title: Walking the Painted

Artist: Sunit Kumar

v arice Francs
26, Mirpur Rioad, Dhanmond)
Date: Nov 21-Dacd
Time: %am-12pm and 5
8pm (Saturdays 5-8pm)
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Experimental Punk Rock Concert

Theatre : mm‘i"":
Troupes: Nuiitanf

Festival 5 ‘M":,‘*wwm

Organiser: Patakar o8 (Bangladesh)

Venue: Palakar Studio, 5o Venue: Goethe-institut

133, Natok Swaran D Bangladesh, H 10, Rd 9,

Date; Novemnber 21-30 gy e Dhanmand

Time: 6:30pm everyday — Date: November 24,

Today: Dakghar (Palakar) V/o the Ve Time: 6:30 pm

Loko Natyadal’s Shonai Madhab nits century

Innovative blend of Padabali Kirtan and Jatrapala

NADIA SARWAT
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“Shonai Madhab", an illustrious
presentation by Loko Natyadal,
was staged on November 21at the
Experimental Theatre Hall of Ban-
gladesh Shilpakala Academy.
Based on the tragic love story of
Shonai and Madhab, a well-known
chronicle from Mymensingh
Geetika, "Shonai Madhab" is an
experimental blend of Padabali
Kirtan and traditional Jatarapala.
As it was the hundredth stage
performance of the production,
Loko Natyadal celebrated the
event with great enthusiasm.
Shamsuzzaman Khan, eminent
folk researcher, was the chief guest
at the event and M Hamid, chair-
man, Bangladesh Group Theatre
federation; Jhuna Choudhury,
secretary general of BGTF and
Mohini Mohon Chakrobarti, advi-

sor of Loko Natayadal were present
as special guests. All the cast and
crew of “Shonai Madhab" along
with the guests were honoured by
the troupe at the event, which was
presided over by Ali Iskandar
Ahmed of Loko Natya Dal.

Terming the production as a
"Padabali Jatra," director Eugene
Gomez said, " One of the ancient
theatrical performances, Padabali
Kirtan moves forward by depicting
the story through songs. With
some other experimental features,
we also included dances in
"Shonai Madhab". To retain the
original essence of Jatra pala,
female characters are played here
by male actors."

Mostofa Anwar Swapon was the
music director of "Shonai
Madhab". Composed by Dinendra
Chowdhury and Mostofa Anwar
Swapon, the music was composed

Scenes from “Shonai Madhab.”

by Avijit Choudhury effectively to

Sufia Kamal remembered
in Pabna

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

...........................................

The ninth death anniversary
of poet Begum Sufia Kamal
was celebrated in Pabna.
Bangladesh Mohila Parishad,
Pabna district unit committee
observed the anniversary. A
discussion was held at the
organisation’s office premises
as part of the programme on
November 20. The speakers
focused on her involvement
In women's issues and her life
and work. The speakers also
voiced their demand for
fulfilling the dreams of the
poet by building a progressive
society free from fundamen-
talism and misplaced beliefs.
I'he vice president of the
organisation, Momotaz

Begum, chaired the
programme. Secretary of the
organisation advocate
Kamrunnahar Joli, Keruna
Nasrin, Shirin Akter, Jesmin
Biswas, advocate Sultana
Razia and Roushan Islam
spoke on the occasion.

“Begum Sufia Kamal's
writings were directed at
making women conscious of
their rights,” said the speakers
in the course of the
programme. They also urged
the necessity of building a
forward-looking country,
particularly when it came to
women's issues. As the speak-
ers said, “Poet Sufia Kamal
dreamt of an equal status for
women. But her dream is yet
to be fulfilled.”

Victory fair on Saturia
freedom day

ZAHANGIR ALAM BISWAS,
Manikganj

e T L LT LT T

To keep today's generation
in touch with the history of
the Liberation War, Rouha
Club recently organised a
seven- day long Bijoy Mela
(victory fair) at Rouha village
under Saturia upazila in
Manikganj. The objective
was to observe Saturia free-
dom day, the day when
Saturia upazila was freed
from Pakistani occupation
on November 21, 1971.
Sheikh Muhammad Maruf
Hasan, police superinten-
dent of Manikganj formally
inaugurated the fair on
Friday night. Veteran free-
dom fighter and president of
the fair celebration commit-
tee, Elahi Buksh presided
over the inaugural function
of the fair, while freedom
fighters Igbal Hossain Khan,
Golam Mohier Khan Shiper,
Abdul Mojid Photo, SA Kabir
Jinnah and fair celebration
committee secretary Abdus

Sobhan addressed the gath-
ering.

At the inaugural function,
the veteran freedom fighters
said that even though the
country had been freed from
the Pakistani occupation
forces and their collabora-
tors in 1971, the anti-
liberation forces have man-
aged to strengthen their
position in the country, by
making inroads in politics.

They called upon the
people to be united against
such elements,

The participants also
observed a one-minute
silence in memory of the
martyrs of the Liberation War.

The highlights of the
event are theatre and cul-
tural functions at night
through the seven days. The
mela includes around 100
stalls with diverse culinary
delights, toys, musical
instruments, clothes and
more. The fair opens at 10
am and continues through
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maintain the mood of both Kirtan
and Jatrapala. Shonai Madhab
commences with two anonymous
narrators singing the background
story of Shonai, a village belle of
tender age whose beauty can only
be compared with the full moon.
Through the exquisiteness of the
dialect of Mymensingh, the audi-
ence is also informed that Shonai
lost her father at an early age. Full
of vivacity and dreams of a beauti-
ful future, Shonai (Played by
Kamrun Nur Choudhury) enters
the stage with her "Sakhi"s. Conse-
quently she meets her love,
“Madhab (played by Aslam Shihir),
a romantic youth who wins her
heart and the two wait for a happy
marriage. The amorous encounter
between Shonai and Madhab
through songs and dances are
quite entertaining for the audience
and this was also when the villain
intrudes into the story. Bhabana, a
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heinous, lustful yet influential
man in the village is also attracted
by Shonai's extraordinary beauty
and sends his men to abduct the
girl. Zahid Chowdhury is excellent
in depicting the scoundrel with all
his intolerance, rage and comical
gestures. Failing to abduct Shonai,
however, Bhabna imprisons
Madhab just after the lovers get
married. Hearing that Bhabna will
only release Madhab when he gets
Shonai in his grasp, Shonai bravely
starts for Bhabna's house, with a
bottle of poison tied to her attire.
Acclaimed both in the country
gﬂﬁlr?br%d, "Shonai Madhab” was
irst. staged at the Mahila Samiu
auditorium in 1993. It has been
staged at several theatre festivals
in different countries and in differ-
ent places within the country. It
was adjudged one of the best pro-
ductions at the International Thea-
tre Olympiad held in Delhiin 1993.

the night.
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