DHAKA SUNDAY NOVEMBER 23, 2008

Gunmen kill
Shia scholar
in Pakistan

AFP, Quetta

A Shia Muslim scholar and his
police guard were killed in an
apparent sectarian attack
when gunmen fired at his car
in Pakistan's southwestern
Baluchistan province, police
said yesterday.

['wo men riding on a
motorcycle opened fire at
Allama Hassan Zakri's car
Friday as he was returning
home from leading the weekly
Muslim prayer in the nearby
town of Mach.

“The gunmen indiscrimi
nately opened fire, killing the
scholar and his police guard
on the spot. It seems like a
sectarian attack, as he was a
known Shia scholar and was
returning home after leading
the Friday prayer at a
mosque, " senior police official
Qazi Abdul Wahab told AFF.

ankan troops capture
rebel training camp

Soldiers reach outskirts of Tiger base

AP, AFP, Colombo
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months of heavy fighting, the defence

Sri Lankan soldiers captured a Tamil Tiger
rebel training camp, while air force heli-
copters bombed two rebel groups in the
north, the military said yesterday.

Troops seized the training camp In
Andankulam village in the rebel strong-
hold of Mullaitivu on Friday, the military

said inastatement,

Military helicopters also bombed two
rebel groups in Kilinochchi district on the
same day, the statement said without giving

casualty details.

Sri Lankan security forces on Friday
reached the outskirts of the Tamil Tiger
political capital in the island's north after

ministry here said,

Friday.

sald inastatement.

Troops fought pitched battles with the
Tamil Tigers and seized control of more
rebel detences on the north-western edge
of Kilinochehi, the de facto capital of the
Tiger guerrillas, the ministry said on

"Task Force One troops today reached
the northern boundaries of Kilinochchi
..and started pounding the LI'TE strong-
holds in the Adampan area (western
defences of Kilinochchi),” the ministry

Two columns of troops are also said to
be heading towards Kilinochchi from the
north and the south. They are 30 to 40

away.

troops.

kilometres (18 to 25 miles) away while the
third column is said to be nine kilometres

Iwo months ago, the military had
claimed it was just 2.5 kilometres from
Kilinochchi, but later revised their posi-
tions saying monsoon rains and stiff
rebel resistance had slowed advancing

The air force Friday used Mi-24 heli-
copter gunships to attack Tiger defences
around the political capital.

Separately, the decomposed bodies of
three rebels were found alter recent fierce
fighting along the northern Jaffna and
Kilinochchi fronts, the military said. It
wasnot clearwhen they died, it said.

10 AFP
Activists of Jamiet Ithad-i-Ulama protest in Peshawar yesterday against a US missile strike in a

Pakistani tribal area. The alleged al-Qaeda mastermind of a 2006 transatlantic airplane bombing plot
was killed in the US missile attack in northwest Pakistan early Saturday.

- ——

wnch | Terror groups may use |meudin Pak CM urgesend to
: : ] fresh Kashmir d . X

asAubry s (iuclear, biological protests US missile strikes

:::';cf::“uppusittﬂn Socialists deVices: India A *’:’\C““d day of protests :Zpt;”:rl:gizu:gminister of E?::??::re:r:::::rru:n ?:Erz%:lfgszfm?sisﬁaﬁgntﬁ?

descended into open political
warfare on Saturday after ex-
presidential candidate
Segolene Royal refused to con-
cede defeat to Martine Aubry in
aparty leadership vote.

Royal's camp accused her
arch-rival of vote-tampernng
in the ballot by the party mem-
bership held Friday and
demanded a re-vote after
Aubry was declared the win-
ner by a razor-thin margin of
42 votes.

PTI1, New Delhi

mechanical and psychological devices,” Home

With the face of terrorism changing over tme,
the government on saturday warned that terror
groups might use "nuclear, biological and
and favoured a multi-
pronged approach to deal with the menace.
"Terrorists have begun to use military tac-
tics...At present, terrorists are using sophisti-
cated small weapons and explosive devices 1o

chemical devices

perpetrate terror.

"In future, they are likely to use nuclear,
biological and chemical devices and other

cated nature.

Minister Shivraj Patil said while inaugurating a
two-day conference of police DGs and IGs
organised by the Intelligence Bureau.

The Home Minister said for creating a fear
psychosis, terrorists choose targets which can
lead to disturbance of bigger and more compli-

"That is why they appear to bé attacking the
places of religious nature, so that conflicts

between the people belonging to different

said.

religions or communities can be created,” he

against Indian rule shook
Kashmir Saturday, leaving two
Muslim protesters dead and
over 30 hurt, police and wit-
nesses said, ahead of more
votinginstate polls.

Police opened fire to con-
trol crowds of stone-throwing
demonstrators in Baramulla
town, about 55 kilometres (34
miles) north of summer
capital Srinagar, killing a
teenage student, a police

officer said.

Pakistan's most populous
province called Saturday for
Washington to stop aerial
missile strikes on the nation’s
soil, as the latest raid killed
four more suspected mili-
tants.

Shahbaz Sharif, chief min-
ister of Punjab and the presi-
dent of the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz party, said the
strikes targeting al-Qaeda and
Taliban militants were only
stoking tensions with

Pakistan. This is creating
friction betwean our two
countries,” Sharif, the brother
of former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif, told AFP in an
Interview.

“I hope there's no further
tension and escalation of
friction, but no sovereign
country can allow this to
happen,” he said. "Pakistan is
a sovereign, independent
country and our terrtory, our
independence cannot be

US president-elect Barack
Obama would stop such
strikes and help reduce the
current tensions with the
Pakistan government of
President Asif Ali Zardari.
“President-elect Obama
taking over the reins next
January should result in better
understanding of Pakistan's
problems and difficulties and
sensitivities and should result
in better cohesion between
the two countries,” hesaid.
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| ' I(L)and Deputy Speaker of Tibetan parliament
Speaker of Tibetan parliament in-exile Karma Choephe ‘
inpexile Gyari Dolmz (R) address journalists after the final day of a conference called to discuss the

Tibetanissuein Dharamsalaye sterday.

region. Many of the delegates
argued for nuanced paths
somewhere in between.
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