/ﬁ' s & Entertdinment

@he Daily Star

Solo Painting

Artist: Javed Jalil
Venue: Exhibition Hall,
Russian Centre of
Science and Culture, H
510, Rd 7, Dhanmondi
Date: November 16-23
Time: 11am-Tpm
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Solo Painting

Exhibition
Title: Walking the Painted

Artist: Sunil Kumar
Venue: Alilance Francaise
26, Mimur Road, Dhanmondi
Date; Nov 21-Dacd

Time: 9am-12pm and 5
8pm (Saturdays 5-8pm)

1 Indigenous art gets a contemporary

makeover
Raghunath Chakroborty’s ‘pata-chitra’ exhibition at Drik

Raghunath Chakroborty,
originally from Gaibandha,
has been living in Dhaka
since 1992. A self-trained
artist, Chakroborty did not go
to any art school. The source
of inspiration behind pursu-
ing 'pata-chitra’: Patua
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‘Pata-chitra’ by Raghunath Chakroborty

KARIM WAHEED

Yellow is never brighter, red
more festive, green more alive
or blue more serene as they
are in 'pata-chitra.’ "Patua’
Raghunath Chakroborty says,
"Colours don't overlap in
‘pata-chitra,’ as in other
mediums and styles. 'Patuas’
(painters of this form) paint
with locally produced vegeta-
ble colours, which not only
make the scroll paintings very
bright but also, add life to
them.” The sheen apparently
lasts over 50-60 years -- a
remarkable feat for water-

colour.

Chakroborty's second solo
‘pata-chitra’ exhibition,
organised by Riddhi, was on
at Drik Gallery (ended yester-
day). Apart from being
unsurprisingly outstanding,
the artist's collection of works
stand out for a couple of
reasons: Chakroborty has
moved away from the tradi-
tional scroll style and put
each scene on a single frame,
giving it a contemporary feel
while retaining its indigenous
appeal; alongside religious
themes, these works also
highlight everyday events
and people.

Why does he prefer this
particular art form? "Its indig-
enous, inexpensive and its
allure is uncomplicated.
Materials like oyster shell
powder, yellow puree, gum
made from tamarind seed
and 'bel’ (wood-apple) are
easily available and I make
my own brush for line-work,”
Chakroborty says.

How did helearn this style?
"Reading books on 'pata-
chitra’ obviously, though
publications on this subject
are few and far between. ['ve
also tried to study works of
Jamini Roy and
Abanindranath Tagore."

How long does it take to
complete a 'pata-chitra’ of a
considerablesize (say36"X 48")?

"About 6/7 days. I work 3/4

hours aday,” says the 'patua.’
Subjects are varied. The

'pata-chitra’ at the exhibit
features myths and deities
like "Janmashtomi," "Sita,"
"Lokkhi” as well as everyday
scenes and objects like a lotus
blossom, boatmen 'taking ‘a
break, a village belle putting
her trinkets on, and the eter-

nal motherand child image.
Chakroborty seems con-

tent with the response from
artconnoisseurs and critics at
the exhibition. The guestbook
at the gallery was brimming
with compliments, kudos and
well wishes from senior art-
ists and noted personalities
like Professor Zillur Rahman
Siddiqui, Hashem Khan as
well as students of Faculty of

Fine Arts, Dhaka University.
This should encourage

Chakroborty to hold more
exhibitions: at home and
abroad.
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Graphical Art
Exhibition

Title: cOGHIO eRGo SuM
Artist: Sunnyur Rahman
Venue: Drik Gallery, H
53! Rd 15A (m}l'
Dhanmondi

Date: November 18-22

Time: 3pm-8pm

An in-depth look at Bengali folk theatre

Book launch of Boundless Bengal at Public Library

JAMIL MAHMUD

------------------------------------------

The publication ceremony of
*"Boundless Bengal," a

research-based book on
Bengali folk theatre tradi-
tions, was held at the Seminar
Room of Central Public
Library yesterday. Swedish
folklore researcher Dr. Chris-
tina Nygren is the author of
the book.

Dr. Nygren, noted theatre
personality and ITI President
Ramendu Majumdar and
Chief of Jatra Unnayan
Parishad Milon Kanti Dey,
among others, spoke on the
occasion. Eminent folklore
researcher Professor
Shamsuzzaman Khan pre-
sided over the programme.
Theatre Bank was the organ-
iser of the programme.

The book is the output of
an eight-year-long research
by Dr. Nygren. Nygren first
came to Bangladesh in 1992
to attend a seminar at the
"Folk Theatre Festival”®
arranged by ITI. She was
introduced to Bangladeshi
folk art, in particular folk
theatre, at the festival.

"I requested the organis-
ers to arrange a 'jatra pala’
performed by a rural troupe
but they initially declined,”

) Dr. Nygren sard at the
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Shawpan Guha speaks at the programme. Dr. Christina Nygren and Ramendu Majum-ar

are seen seated.

programme.

"Later I enjoyed a 'jatra
pala’ performed by Kohinur
Opera, which encouraged me
to learn more about it," she
added.

Though "Boundless Ben-
gal” highlights the folk thea-
tre forms of both Bangladesh
and India, traditional 'jatra
pala’ got an emphasis and
priority in her research,
according to Dr. Nygren.

Apart from 'jatra pala’,
other traditional performing
art forms like 'shong pala’;

theatrd -perfarinances by sex

workers and inter-sex com-
munities; religious rituals like
‘Muharram' and the baul
lifestyle have been featured in
thebook.

The book has been written
in Swedish and the original
title is "Brokiga Bengalen.”
'‘Brokiga' means multi-
coloured, a description Dr.
Nygren thinks fit for Bengali
folk theatre traditions. An
introductory writing on the
book in English was provided
atthe programme.

The English yersion of the
bopk is in the pipeline and 3

Bangla version would also be
published in near future, said
Shawpan Guha, one of the
research associates of Dr
Nygren. Guha is chief of a
Khulna based organisation
‘Rupantar Institute of Folk
Theatre." The organisation
has taken the initiative to
publish the book in Bangla
and English.

Noted ‘jatra’ artistes S.M
Mohsin and Sultan Selim also
spoke at the programme. A
traditional 'shong pala’ was
staged after the publication
ceremony,
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Just call me the big,

booster rocket for

your computer.

INTEL® CORE™2 DUO PROCESSOR
GREAT COMPUTING STARTS WITH INTEL INSIDE.

ENJOY YOUR PC MORE, BETTER T#
Get an Intel Bag with every CSM PC, Office work or gz
mance of CSM Express PC powered by the | _' tel” (
For detalls please call @ Dhaka-02-8617934, 9661004, Chitt ;
Rajshahi—ﬂ??.‘l 812730 or log in www.csim
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Your technical
uxperts for Inded -
bhaged solulions

Email
Phone
Fax

COMPUTER SOURCE MACHINES LTD
419, Alpana Plaza,

51, Elephant Road Dhaka

Dhaka ~1205, Dhaka Zila - Banglaﬂssh

: muhib@computersourcebd.com
880 2 9661004
: B8O 2 9118697

® CSHE:ers'.IDDPC
« Intel® Core™2 Duo Processor 7300

- Qlock speed 266 GH2
- 3 MB L2 Cache
- FSB 1066 MHz

« Intel® G31PR Motherboard

= 28 DORZ Memory
« 25008 SATAHDD

= 17 flat CRT CSM monitor
= Integrated Graphics & Audio
« DVD Rom drive

» (SMCasing

* Logitech Speaker

* Mouse and Keyboard
» Integrated NIC
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