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Cost of doing business
comes down 40pc

Inaugural of new container yard at Ctg port told

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
The newly constructed North
Container Yard, with a capacity of stor-
ing 8400 TEUs (twenty-foot equivalent
unit) containers in four high stacks ata
time, was opened at Chittagong port
yesterday.
Shipping Secretary Sheikh AK
Motahar Hossain inaugurated the
the first overflow type container
built on 15.49 acres of land In
front of the Port Hospital ata cost of Tk
48 crore.
At the inaugural ceremony, the
shipping secretary urged all to keep up
their efforts to enhance efficiency of

the port.
*No ship has to wait for berthing

from now on as there is no space crisis,”
Hossain said.
Referring to a recent study on a
potential deep sea-port, the shipping
secretary stressed immediate steps to
construct a deep sea port. A deep sea
port will turn inevitable by 2012 as the
volume of maritime trade at the port is
increasing, he added.

with the port having a capacity of
27.200 TEUs at present, the new yard
will raise the total capacity of the
Chittagong port to 35,600 TEU contain-
ers, said Commodore RU Ahmed,
chairman of Chittagong Port Authority

(CPA).

Ahmed said that the ongoing
reforms that started last year helped

enhance the port efficiency by 30 per-

cent while the cost of doing business
came down 40 percent.

Construction of two 2668-TEUs
capacity container yards having space
of 20,000 square metres each, one
4000-TEUs capacity container yard of
33,000 square metres and a Reefer
container yard of 13,000 Sq-M space
are under process, Ahmed added.

CPA Member (engineering)
Captain Zobayer Ahmed, and former
chairman Commodore M Farook were

also present.

Banglalink,
EBL sign
SME accord

STAR BUSINESS DESK
Mobile phone operator
Banglalink and Eastern Bank
Limited signed an agree-
ment yesterday on develop-
ing the small and medium
enterprises (SMEs).

The two companies will
provide a combination of
financial and communica-
tion solutions relating to the
SME under the agreement,
said a press statement.

They will jointly establish
SME Help Line and organise
events such as workshops
and trainings.

Banglalink Chief
Commercial Officer Omer
Rashid, and EBL Managing
Director Ali Reza Iftekhar
and were present at the
agreement signing cere-
mony among others.

STAR

Managing Director of Nokia Emerging Asia Ltd Prem Chand and daily Prothom Alo Deputy
Editor Anisul Hoque are seen among the winners of ‘Shapna Dekhun’ competition at the
National Museum yesterday. Five students and five small and medium enterprises have

won the competition organised by Nokia.

Repo hike meant for credit control: BB

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The central bank has hiked
repo and reverse repo rates
to control rising credit flows
to the unproductive sector, it
said in a statement yester-
day.

“Interest rates on repo
and reverse repo have been
changed in line with the
current monetary policy,”
Bangladesh Bank (BB) said.
The change is not a shift

away from the current pol-
icy, according to the BB
statement.

BB issued the statement
following reports carried by
different newspapers.

The central bank hiked
the repo and reverse repo
rates by 0.25 percentage
point in mid-September and
on November 18 respec-
tively to check massive
growth in the private sector
credit.

According to BB statistics,
private-sector credit grew by
26.5 percentin the first quar-
ter (July-Sept) of fiscal 2008-
09, Broad money supplyrose
23.5 percent.

The central bank believes
huge growth in money sup-
ply and private sector credit
are depriving Bangladesh of
benefit from a sharp fall in
the prices of commodities
on the international market,

according to BB.

Call centre training
institute launched

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
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Hero Mindmine (HM), a subsidiary of Hero Corporate
Service Limited of India, yesterday announced the launch of
a call centre training institute in Dhaka.

The institute will train the aspirants, who want to
enhance employability and communication skills for jobs in
business process outsourcing (BPO) and call centres.

*“Till now a total of 300 institutions have taken call centre
licences but the fact is that there is no reliable institute to
train people for the sector," said ABM Rezauddin Mosharaf,
master franchisee of HM Bangladesh and managing director
of Windmill Education Services Limited, at a press confer-

encein the capital yesterday.

"We have calculated that the promising call centre and
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Tk70cr sales forecast
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the BPO sectors will require around 14,000 people next year
and the training programme will help people achieve quality
to getaprestigious job," he added.

Vikas Kalu, zonal manager of HM Institute Limited, India,
said they started working with two training centres in the
capital and will expand their services in other parts of the
countrylater.

The training programmes are designed to equip an indi-
vidual with necessary skills required to succeed in the indus-
try. It enhances business communication skills, spoken
English proficiency and helps achieve world class customer
service skills, officials said.

HM Institute Limited is the largest call centre training

institute of India.

T World 2008 ends today
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STAR

A man works on a laptop at a stall at the BCS ICT World 2008 yesterday,

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The BCS ICT World 2008
sales have been projected to
cross Tk70crore this time as
most of the companies
participating in the com-
puter fair have offered dis-
counts on their products,
said organisers yesterday.

They said the fair gained
momentum yesterday, the
fourth day of the five-day
event. A huge gathering and
more sales are expected
today, as it is a holiday and
the lastday of the fair.

Mustafa Jabbar, president
of Bangladesh Computer
Samity (BCS), said the fair is
mainly organised to pro-
mote brands, but they are
also pleased with the sales
figures.

“We are getting massive
response from visitors and at
least 30 thousand people are
expected to flock to the fair on
the concluding day,” he said.

Most people wait for the
fair to buy a computer.
Customers can browse

different stalls and view the .

price packages on offer, to
pick the cheapest available.
"My daughter has been
asking for a computer for
some time, but [ was waiting
for the fair," said Manzoor
Ali, a visitor to the fair who
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== |nvitation for International Tender
1 Ministry/Division Ministry of Home Affairs. |
2 Agency Bangladesh Rifles.
3 Procuring enfity name Director General, Bangladesh Rifles.
4 Procuring entity code 2231-BDR.
=) Procuning entity distnct Dhaka.
6 Invitation for Supply of 167 in number Vehicles/Motor Cycle/Water
Trailer.
7 Invitation Ref No. 900/7(Veh)O1/EME.
8 Date 16 November 2008.
KEY INFORMATION
9 | Procurement method Open tendering method (OTM).
FUNDING INFORMATION .
10 | Budget and source of funds GOB.
PARTICULAR INFORMATION
11 | Tender package No. G-2 (Veh-2008-09) & G-3 (Veh-2008-09).
12 | Tender package name Procurement of vehicle.
13 | Tender last selling date 28 December 2008,
+ Date Time
14 | Tender closing date and time 29 December 2008 1130 hours (BST).
15 | Tender opening date and time 29 December 2008 1200 hours (BST).
16 | Name & address of the office(s)
-Sellin_g_tender document CEME, HQ BDR, Peelkhana, Dhaka # 1205.
-Recajnng tender document CEME, HQ BDR, Peelkhana, Dhaka # 1205.
-Opening tender document CEME, HQ BDR, Peelkhana, Dhaka # 1205.
17 | Place/dateftime of pre-tender | CEME, HQ BDR, Peelkhana, Dhaka # 1205, 1000 hours on
meeting 1 22 December 2008.
INFORMATION FOR TENDERER
18_[ Eligibility of tenderer As per tender documents,
19 | Bnef description of goods or | Supply of 167 in number Vehicles/Motor Cycle/Water Trailer
works as per technical specifications with accessories, spare parts
| e and related services.
20 | Brief description of related | As per tender documents.
Services A
21_| Price of tender document (Tk) Tk. 2,500/- (two thousand five hundred) only,
Lot Identification of lot Location | Tender security [ Completion time in
No. amount weeks/months
22 | Package No. G-2 (Veh-2008-2009) ;
1 ree (03) Staff Car Dhaka 03 months from the
s " & date of opening LC.
2 | Five (05) Jeep GS SUVCat-1 | Dhaka 03 months frgm the
date of opening LC.
3 | Ten(10)Jeep GSSUVCat-2 | Dhaka 03 months from the
. &res ¥ date of opening LC.
4 | Thity five (35) Pick-Up Dhaka 04 months from the
‘ date of opening LC.
5 | Eight (08) Truck Dhaka 23 months from the
ate of opening LC.
6 | Five(05)Bus Dhaka 03 months from the
' . date of opening LC.
7 | Eighty six (86) Motor Cycle Dhaka 04 months from the
dat '
e N EI e e of opening LC.
1 fteen (15) Water Trailer Dhaka 03 months from the
: .
PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS dato o opening L
23 | Name of official inviting tender Lieutenant Colonel Shamsul Azam.
24 | Designation of qlﬂciai inviting tender | CEME.
25 | Address of official inviting tender Headquaners Bangladesh  Rifles, Peelkhana,
S Dhaka-1205.
26 | Contact delails of official inviting | Tel: Fax No. ceme@bangladeshrifles
tender 8340127 | 028340245 | .com.
27 | Important Notes:
?&m procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any tenders without showing any
b. In case, tender opening day becomes a public holiday, the opening date will be shifted to
next working day. However, timings will remain unchanged. %
Shamsul Azam

for Director General

works in a private company.
“As 1 have a low budget, I
have to compare the offers
available,” he said.

Shamsul Islam of Flora, a
participant in the fair, said,
"We are offering discounts of
upto Tk 1,500t0 Tk 2,000."

He said his company has
always a high sales revenue
of at least Tk 2 crore at such
fairs. The majority of the
buyers belong to the youn-
ger generation,

Sales of Miracom
Technologies have also
marked a rise as the com-
pany offered discounts on
their laptops, said Moshiur
Rahman, director of the
company.

He said many visitors have
booked their purchases in
advance, just to buy on dis-
count.

Most laptop brands,
including BenQ, Great Wall,
Asus, HP and Toshiba, have
offered discounts at the fair.

Both new and old models
of computers and accesso-
ries are on discount.

“We are selling multime-
dia PC only at Tk 18,500 at
the fair, down from Tk
20,500," said Forkan Bin
Kasem of Spectrum
Engineering Consortium
Limited.

show up only to browse new
goods.

"As computer technology
changes fast, we may fall
behind if we do not keep
track regularly,” said Asik
[kram, a computer science
student of the American
International University of
Bangladesh (AIUB).

He said he is planning to
buy alow-priced laptop after
surveying the discount
packages of several compa-
nies.

Different types of clone
and branded computer
accessories including
mouse, CDs, key boards,
speakers, CD rom drives, MP
3, MP 4, digital cameras,
printers and scanners have
been put on display by
around 65 companies at the
fair. Games, multimedia
software and educational
CDs are also high in
demand.

Some publishing houses
have also set up their stalls at
the fair, where books, maga-
zines and other publications
related to IT (information
technology) are available.

The fairisopentoallatan
entry fee of Tk 20 a person
and is open from 10 am to 8
pm. However, school stu-
dents will enjoy a free.

A large section of visitors entrance.
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GRAMEENPHONE

Ahmed Raihan Shamsi, director of financial management
and company secretary of Grameenphone (GP), and AKM
Kamaluddin, deputy managing director of United
Commercial Bank Ltd (UCBL), sign a 'Collection
Agreement' on behalf of their respective organisations

recently in Dhaka. Under the agreement, the UCBL will |

provide bill payment solutions to the post-paid users of GP.
Other senior officials are also seen.

Asia-Pacific ready
to push ahead

WTO talks

AFP, Lima

Twenty-one Asia-Pacific
economies making up half
of global trade are prepared
to agree by next month on a
formula to tear down tariff
walls stalling global liberal-
ization talks, a draft
communique said yester-
(00

"We are ready to engage
to secure a full modalities
agreement this year," said
the draft of a statement to be
issued by trade and foreign
ministers of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation
(Apec) forum at the end of
theirmeeting in Peru.

The ministers, scheduled
to end their two day talks
Thursday ahead of a week-
end leaders' summit, said a
successful conclusion the
deadlocked WTO Doha
Development Agenda nego-
tiations was "more urgent in
light of the global financial
crisis. |

"A strong agreement
would demonstrate the
ability of the international
community to work together
to bolster a deteriorating
global economy," the minis-

' ters are to pledge in their

communique, a copy of
which was seen by AFP.

They are to recommend
to their leaders, including
US President George W.
Bush and Chinese President
Hu Jintao, to demonstrate

"political support for reach-
ing an ambitious and bal-
anced conclusion” to the
latest round of global trade
talks, launched in the Qatari
capital Doha in November
2001.

The ministers also rec-
ommended to their leaders
to "strongly support” a dec-
laration to help ease finan-
cial turmoil adopted by the
Group of 20 developing and
industrialized states "and
reinforce the commitment
to refrain from raising new
barriers to trade and invest-
ment."

The G20 leaders in
Washington last week
announced a series of
actions to stabilize the
financial system, stimulate
economic growth, help
emerging and developing
economies battered by the
crisis, and strengthen the
financial regulatory frame-
work.

"Ensuring a rapid, coor-
dinated and effective
response to the current
global financial crisis is the
highest priority for Apec
economies and will be the
focus of attention when
Apec economic leaders meet
later this week," the draft
communique said.

The G20 had agreed to
work towards an agreement
this year on modalities that
could lead to a successful
Doha Round.
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DVD Home Entertainment System
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"On This &lorious Day
We Recall The Supreme Sacrifices
of The Members of Armed Forces
Who Embraced Martyrdom In The

War of Independence.”

\ Enjoy room-filling sound from the
Bose® Wave® Music System

-

Authorized Distributor:

For your sound system requiremant (both Consumer and Professional
products) please contact us at 8811140 or gis_bose@bangla.nel or
visit our exdusive show room for live demonstration at

ABC House (1" Floor), 8 Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Bananl, Dhaka-1213

Graphics Information Systems Limited
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