i N

TR At o

q

et i IR R AT . RGN

i B -
R = ok e

2 NS SRR T e

sfemwa ¢ Srom T3 )

QAT T AN SO VA AT TLIE | T el Fa 7 AL
SN SIS oI AeR R 9 I | WA Tad oAy TR FE AR
FAI W GAIAE B0 A A1TS | 359 W 3 Arw o, o s fewm e
RS RYFE AT §°F FGE TSI AfanE IE | TRFTers WA
Ffews Ry w7 e W) e Y AR W TR G
(PIISPR &1 SeTel 919w S IA @ fer wft e WaAer s
HECEINGE & =1T0S R FF XA U9 TS FRA TS 1] 3

@R 9

MR T SfeHE WS e e @@ Twel, wee ¢ Fee A
Ry AP 3@ MR AEECR SR TN SRR | @ WG AT WWeE
TR MR 929 FE0E | @ A0 TN e §EE VNS INA] T 9R CHE
AN TR &S FREAT TR | FHE AR T IR SR, ofEIsTe
THO], FEMAP] € (TNATHE 5N AR NG SMH3 (197 TS IR 0 FMW
qeend o 3l

& 777 e w2 w7 afesia Sereres Aufe e 3

TR TS, A I )

T F14Ce % T 43 2fEf e FiSafsre wrgem 39 o 2w
% EA 32 Thanas 702 «f 7w 7 R e s waere
iz WEH § HoTwA |

€ =3 77 7owh MRS 4y T 3y AW A feR Afede dw e
wewT T S AR sw wfie an, wfors oI o oo
TETCTR AR W W) MhE wgofFr e am i
TSR T NG e « R nkwwws g 99 G Ay Ww 267
At 7ed o¥ R vl e @t wom fm o e YR TS
A I S TR (TN RaRfa o s v

Py AT A oy MR 73 © 70 Bt T, v W @ e
 frewon ol wam | AoTeTy @ s e e e 7 Soffm e
o = dfefem o3 sfrer o oR efvafer s TR TR T
widln am e feman o, wfe v fopis dfebm Do otz of e
m_w;mmcﬁﬁmmmmmmml
AR SFRR AT W R G Az e Grwna TG S
TATSR PIRE T G A o Wy Ao T @ we e v o
mmﬁm:mmmm,mmom

_‘_'\‘{ ,hg_'_& ’ " e -
gn" ; }[PF / ?,r::’ -
Grl L RS L,
s B o ':-.'? s -.;'r:;"‘. r-- o

SRR i

et o

"""

T
- T

Speial Supblement

ul_“'".. v b‘r‘.-t
. A ¥ 4

" _.._ r|:u.-
_ R | ] g
,-.lr:.'.' }' e

ROLE OF ARMED FORCES IN DISASTER MANAGEMENT
AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Lt Cdr A A Maksus, (TAS), psc, BN

Bangladesh is prone to natural disaster of various types and forms due o its geographic

location, dense population and the phenomenon of global warming. In particular, our
coastal areas are susceptible to natural disaster caused by cyclone and tidal surge due to
the very shape of our southern coast which tends to draw in and intensify cyclonic storms
to a great extent. Because of the severe intensity and frequency of the disasters, the
resilient people of Bangladesh by now have leamt how to live with natural calamities. At
the same time, the Government has made considerable progress in disaster management
which is already recognized and praised by the world community. This includes pre-
disaster preventive measures, emergency response dunng disaster and post-disaster
rchabilitation.

Since independence, Bangladesh Armed Forces have participated in all major disaster
management within the country and stood beside the disaster affected people whenever
called for. Bangladesh Armed Forces have also responded to the calls of friendly
countries and made significant contribution in disaster management efforts well beyond
its border.

Overview of Disaster Management System In Bangladesh

‘Standing Orders on Disaster’, published by the Ministry of Food and Disaster
Management (MOFDM) in January 1997, delineates the organisations and role and
responsibility of all government agencies associated with disaster management.
Bangladesh has two tiers of national committees which deal with the disaster management
at national level. These are National Disaster Management Council (NDMC) and Inter
Ministerial Disaster Management Coordination Committee (IMDMCC). Hon'ble Prime
Minister/Chief Advisor heads this council. This council is composed of 30 members from all
relevant Govit/Non-govt agencies. Chief of Staffs of all three services and Principal Staft Officer,
Armed Forces Division (AFD) are members of this council.

Control and Coordination by Armed Forces

Ministry of Food and Disaster Management requests AFD to deploy the Armed Forces
for disaster management. At times, considering the nature of disaster, other concemed
Ministries may also request for the Armed Forces” support. AFD in turn obtains approval
of Hon'ble President/Prime Minister and issues Government Order to the Services to
effect the deployment. Services headquarters control and coordinate the activities of
respective services through formations, flotillas and bases. AFD also maintains contact
with concened Ministries, Directorates, Bureau, NGOs and Donor Agencies related with
disaster management.

Armed Forces’ Involvement in Disaster Management at National Level

Bangladesh Armed Forces actively took part in all the disaster management activities at
the national level and responded promptly in the event of national emergencies whenever
called for. Some of the major involvements in recent past are highlighted below:

Deployment during Cyclone 1991. The deadly cyclone of 29 Apnl 1991, left the south
eastern coast of Bangladesh completely devastated killing 138,882 people. Bangladesh
Armed Forces were deployed on 30 Apnl 1991. Army alone established 66 temporary
camps in the affected areas, involving 03 infantry divisions with approximately 6,000
personnel. Bangladesh Navy (BN) deployed 15 ships with about 1000 sailors who
worked day and night to provide emergency assistance to the affected people. Bangladesh
Air Force (BAF) employed 12 of their helicopters and 2 x AN-32 transport aircraft for
this relief operations.

Deployment during Flood 1998.  The flood of 1998 caused enormous sufferings to the
people and damaged crops and most of the basic infrastructure of the country. 33 Millions
people of 50 districts were affected by this prolonged and devastating flood. The Armed
Forces were deployed extensively all over the country and that included 4820 army men,
4 BN ships and 57 air sorties by BAF.

Rescue Operation at Savar. Spectrum Sweater Factory, a 9-stonied building collapsed
on night 10/11 April 2005 at around 0100 hours. Bangladesh Army was assigned with
the task of rescuing the survivors, removing the dead bodies and cleaning the debns. This
was altogether a new experience which involved massive works where a good number of
heavy equipment and plants had to be employed for rescue and recovery.

(See Supplement Back Page)
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