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AUW to start huilding main campus soon

ABDULLAH AL MAHMUD
Asian University for
Women (AUW), an Asian
citadel forwomen's educa
tion, is likely to start con-
struction of its main cam
puson 131.37 acres ofland,
including 104.40 acres
donated by the govern-
ment, soon.

Having the hill re-
profiling permission the
AUW s now cleared to begin
construction of structures
for its main campus on a hill
beset with panoramic sight
in the portcity.

The newly formed hill
cutting committee gave
the permission for hill re-
profiling (hill cutting) for
developing the campus on
the hilly terrain of North
Pahartali at its first meet-
ing on November 17. CDA
Chairman Shah
Muhammad Akhteruddin
is head of the committee.

As such, with the
approval from the
Department of
Environment the university
authorities now can start
the construction work.

The committee dis-
cussed thoroughly every
aspects of building con-
struction, planning and
hill re-profiling plans at the
meeting at the Chittagong
Development Authority
(CDA) building.

Members of the civil
society and representa-
tives from Institution of

Engineers Bangladesh
(1IEB), Institution of
Architects Bangladesh
(IAB), Institution of
Planners Bangladesh
(IPB), Chittagong
University of Engineering
an Technology (Cuet),
Transparency International
Bangladesh (TIB),
Chittagong City
Corporation (CCC),
Department of
Environment (DoE) and
Chittagong Development
Authority (CDA) were pres-
ent at the meeting as mem-
bers of the committee.

Architect and Town
Planner Zarina Hossain,
also the AUW director for
Logistics and Planning,
presented the hill re-
profiling plan at the meet-
ing chaired by CDA
Chairman Shah
Muhammad Akhteruddin.

As per the world famous
design consultant Moshe
Safdie and Associates the
AUW campus site that
consists of rolling hills,
deep valleys, permanent
and intermittent streams
required re-profiling of
hills spreading over 47
acres ofland, said Zarina.

The campus needed
building construction
permit for 14,40,000 sq-
feetin all phases.

“AUW authorities will
maintain all the proce-
dures before going for the
construction and strictly
follow all the environmen-

tal and planning parame-
ters required for develop-
ing structures in such a
landscape,” said Zarina
while talking to this corre
spondent.

Akhteruddin said the
AUW campus is designed
as a pedestrian-dominant
area where water reservoir
will be developed on the
valleys of the hills to con-
struct structures beside
them (water reservoirs).

“The AUW would have
solar power panel on the
roofs of the buildings,” he
said.

“Arrangements for rec-
reation facilities will be
made on the roofs of the
buildings under the shade
ofrooftop power panel,” he
said, adding that the AUW
has a plan to construct two
iconic towers at the
entrance.

The AUW campus site
lies some six kilometres to
the north of main commer-
cial centre and 15km off
the international airport of
the port city. It offers a less
chaotic urban experience,
a unique and still largely
unspoiled landscape of
rolling hills immediately
adjacent to the Foy's Lake
recreation centre, all
within the city limit.

One of the goals of the
campus design is to re-
vegetate the surrounding
hills as a strategy for pre-
venting erosion and a
means to re-establish a

The model of Asian University for Women (AUW).

native ecology, sources said.
The Asian University for
Women would be devel-
oped under a 400million
US dollar project sup-
ported by different individ-
uals and donoragencies.

With a promised
“matching grant” of
15million US dollar Bill
and Melinda Gates
Foundation leads the list of
major donors thatincludes
Goldman Sachs

Foundation, Packard
Foundation, Hewlett
Foundation and George
Sorosamong others.

The AUW charter was
approved and ratified
through an act of the par-

liament of Bangladesh on
September 25 in 2006.

It started its academic
calendar on its temporary
campus of AUW Access
Academy in the city's MM
Ali Road on April 6 this
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year.

At present 129 students
from Bangladesh,
Combodia, India, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka are
enrolling at the Access
Academy campus.

DATABASE FOR CNG-RUN AUTORICKSHAW OWNERS, DRIVERS

CMP move gets poor response

DWAIPAYAN BARUA

The Traffic department of
Chittagong Metropolitan
Police (CMP) has received
poor response from the
owners and drivers of
CNG-run autorickshaws in
making of an electronic
database about their iden-
tity.

With 12 days left for sub-
mitting information about
identity of the owners and
the drivers, of 13000 CNG-
run autorickshaws, only 37
drivers and owners have so
far submitted their informa-

tion to the department until
November 18.

Most of the drivers said
they are unaware of the
matter of making the data-
base.

The trafficauthorities ata
meeting of Route Transport
Committee (RTC) on
October 22 asked the
autorickshaw owners and
drivers to submit informa-
tion about their identity by
November 30.

The department took the
decision at a meeting on
September 14 to curb
crimes, including mugging
committed by the
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autorickshaw drivers as well
as to reduce suffering of the
commuters.

Commuters have been
suffering a lot as most of the
autorickshaw drivers violate
traffic rules and do not use
metres in their vehicles and
charge extra fare.

The traffic department
could not ensure use of
meters in the three-
wheelers, as the drivers are
indifferent to the problem.
They do not follow the new
fare structure fixed by the
government on April 26
following the price hike of
Compressed Natural Gas

(CNG).

Sources, at the traffic
department said they have
seized around 841
autorickshaws and filed
5,293 cases for not using
meters during the drives
since September 14.

Deputy Commissioner
(D G) “(TzaTite) Vi
Mahmudur Rahman said
the new database will help
trace the culprit drivers
easily if they commit any
crime or violate traffic
rules.

The traffic department
initiated the process of
keeping data of

Programme Chief of Party Huan
Carlos Negret inaugurated the

autorickshaw owners since
July in 2007. The depart-
ment asked them to display
identity chart of the drivers
in their vehicles.

But only 50 percent of the
vehicles were found keeping
the identity chart when
most of them were with
wrong information, said a
traffic sergeant.

Prosecution-in-Charge
of traffic department
Nazmul Islam said they
made a database last year
about the identity of the
owners of 16,629 CNG-run
three-wheelers plying in the
city and in the adjoining
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Swapan Dutta, Chittagong Union
of Journalists' (CUJ) General

upazilas.

He said they now want to
make database of the driv-
ers as well as to upgrade the
old data of the owners.

He said they have also
taken initiative to provide
identity cards to the drivers
with detailed information
and photograph signed by
the DC (traffic). The display
of identity cards by the driv-
ers while plying the vehicles
will be made mandatory, he
added.

Information included
owner's name, drivers
name, present address,
father's name, photograph

and contact numbers of
both the owner and the
driver, vehicle number,
engine number, year model,
chassis number, manufac-
turer company of the vehi-
cle, driver's identification
mark, name and address of
caretaker (if any), sources
said.

Mahmudur said the
database and the identty
card will also be helpful for
the passengers to inform
about any driver immedi-
ately to the police if the
latter charge higher fare or
misbehave with them.

Rafiqul Islam, a driver,

Khanam was the special guestat  put up different aspects of activi-
the meeting while CCC acting ties of their respective depart-

said he has yet to hear about
submitting information:
Abdus Salam, another
driver, said such an initia-
tive is nothing but to harass
them again.

Hailing the traffic initia-
tive autorickshaw owner
Dipankar said he will sub-
mitinformation soon.

When asked about the
poorresponse in submitting
information by the owners
and the drivers, Mahmudur
said they will start massive
publicity soon about the
process among the owners
and drivers.
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Sheikh Mohammad Ibrahim,
Assistant Registrar Khurshidur




