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PHOTO. AFP
This Sri Lankan Defence Ministry handout picture taken on Tuesday shows government soldiers

erecting the national flag after troops captured the northern town of Mankulam from the Tamil Tigers.
Tiger rebels said yesterday they were beating back a new push into their territory by government
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Lanka may ban Tamil

Tigers soon: PM

Military jets bomb rebel camp

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, AP, Colombo

—

Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ratnasiri
Wickramanayaka has said the govern-
ment may ban the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) even before the peo-
ple ask for it amid continued fighting in
the north.

According to reports in the state-run
media, Wickramanayaka said on Tuesday
that the ruling coalition headed by
President Mahinda Rajapaksa, which has
been carrying forward the military cam-
paign against the Tamil Tigers at the
requestolthe people, could ban the Tamil
Tigers before people "requested for it”.

"The government continued the
humanitarian operation launched from
Mavil Aru because the people requested
it, Now the government may even pro-
scribe the LTTE before the people
requested forit,” the state-run Daily News
on Wednesday quoted him as saying in a
discussion on state-run radio.

The I'TTE has been listed as a terrorist
organisation in various countries, includ-
ing India, Britain, the US and the EU.

The comment comes as the military
has stepped up its campaign against the
Tamil Tigers in the north. The present
phase of full-scale war broke out in June

of the Mavil Aru anicut in the eastern
province,

Meanwhile, Sri Lankan air force jets
bombed a rebel training camp in the
north as ground forces waged new battles
with Tamil Tiger rebels across the front
lines, the military said yesterday.

The new fighting came amid a major
government offensive aimed at defeating
the rebel group and ending the Indian
Ocean island nation's 25-year-old civil war.

Lanka's Tamil Tiger rebels said
Wednesday they were beating back a new
push into their territory by government
troops as heavy fighting raged across the

Gunmen kill
retired Pak
general

AFP, Islamabad

The retired head of Pakistan's
elite army commando unit
was shot dead Wednesday by
unidentified gunmen near his
house in the capital city of
[slamabad, police said.

The motive behind the
killing of Major General Amir
Faisal Alvi -- who retired two
years ago as chief com-
mander of the army's Special
Services Group targeting
Islamic militants -- was not
immediately clear.

Young Tibetan
exiles push for
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troops as heavy fighting raged across the island’s north.

2006 when the LTTE closed the sluice gate  island's north.

Amnesty presses Lanka

over aid for rebel areas

AFP, London
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intense fighting in recentweeks.

Rights group Amnesty International appealed
yesterday to Sri Lankan authorities to allow aid
to reach more than 300,000 displaced people in
the violence-hit northern Wanniregion.

[t also called for both the Sri Lankan govern-
ment and Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) rebels, or Tamil Tigers, to allow interna-
tional monitors into the region, which has seen

Pacific director.

regularaccess to food oradequate sanitation.”
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Apollo Hospitals

B
towching lives

Touching lives is what we do

Apollo.  Hospitals Dhaka, a 450-bed super-specialty
multi-disciplinary tertiary level hospital, is the first and only
hospital in Bangladesh to be accredited by Joint Commission
International. This prestigious accreditation signifies Apollo
Hospitals Dhaka’s commitment to quality, safety and continuous
improvement in patient care.

1= Apallo Hospitals Dhaka is looking for number of qualified,
experienced and committed persons for the following positions:

Position: Registrar - ICU
Qualification: Postgraduate qualification in anesthesia / internal medicine / chest medicine
with at least 1-2 years experience in the critical care department of a reputed hospital.

Position: Resident - Inpatient Area
Qualification: MBBS with 2-3 years experience in a reputed hospital.

Attractive compensation package will be offered to the deserving candidates.

Applicants with above qualifications and experiences are encouraged to apply with their
updated CV along with recent passport size photograph within 30t November, 2008 to the
General Manager- Human Resources Department, Apollo Hospitals Dhaka, Plot 81,
Block E, Bashundhara R/A Dhaka-1229 or recruit@apollodhaka.com
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"Our information indicates that the situa-
tion in Wanni is rapidly becoming critical,
despite the government's statements that it is
coping,”" said Sam Zarifi, Amnesty's Asia-

"More than 300,000 people face the next few
months crowded together in temporary shel-
ters, surrounded by mud, with no promise of
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7 Indian troops
lost in Kashmir
avalanche

AFP, Srinagar
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Seven Indian army soldiers
and a local porter were feared
dead after two avalanches hit
near the line dividing Kashmir
between India and Pakistan,
police said yesterday.

The soldiers went missing
while attempting to rescue a
porter caught in an earlier
snow slide in Gurez sector,
close to the Line of Control.

Chhattisgarh polls t(;day

PTI1, Raipur

Elections for 5] seats in the 90-
member House, in eight dis-
tricts of Chhattisgarh will be
held today during the second
phase of Assembly polls in the
stale,

Electoral fortunes of 687
candidates, including 50
women, will be sealed in the
EVMs on Thursday with
88,14,228 voters expected to
exercise their franchise.

Besides former Chief min-
Ister AjitJogi and his wife Renu
Jogi, prominent leaders who
arein the frayinclude BJP state
president Vishnudeo Sai,
Deputy Speaker Badridhar
Diwan, Home minister
Ramvichar Netam, Health
minister Amar Agrawal,
Dilipsingh Judeo's son
Yudhvir Singh Judeo and
former Home minister Nand
Kumar Patel.

Voting will be held for six

scheduled caste, 15 scheduled
tribe and 30 unreserved seats
on Thursday.

There are 12,073 polling
stations across the eight dis-
tricts-- Raipur, Bilaspur,
Korba, Raigarh, Sarguja, Koria,
Jashpur and Janjgir and
Champa, where elections will
be held amid tight security.

As many as 2608 booths
have been classified as sensi-
tive and 355 booths as hyper-
sensitive,

independence

AP, Dharmsala

Young Tibetan leaders at a
summit of exiles are pushing
the Himalayan region to
declare independence from
China, while the older guard
continues to support a more
conciliatory approach toward
Beijing, participants said.

The tug-of-war over the
future of the Tibetan move-
ment comes after the Dalai
Lama, the Tibetan spiritual
leader, publicly expressed
frustration over the failure of
his "middle way”" approach to
yield greater autonomy for the
region.

US military launches

AFP, Washington

'he US military has launched
a coordinated operation with
Pakistani forces to put pres-
sure on insurgents on both

| sides of Afghanistan's wild
| eastern frontier, a US mili-

tary commander said
[uesday.

Dubbed "Operation
Lionheart," the operation

takes cooperation''between

US, Afghan and Pakistani
forces to "the next level” in
terms of intelligence sharing
and coordination, said
Colonel John Spiszer.

"We are in coordination on
a daily basis with the Frontier
Corps,” said Spiszer, who
commands the 1lst Infantry

' Division's 3rd Brigade.

The US military has long
complained about the
Pakistani military's failure to

| act against insurgent sanctu-

ariesinits border tribal areas.

But Pakistan's Frontier
Corps has been engaged over
the past two months in fight-
ing in Bajaur, which borders
\fghanistan's Kunar prov-
ince.

joint border operation
‘with Pakistan

Admiral Michael Mullen,
the chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, said Monday
that the Pakistani operations
in Bajaur have had a "signifi-
cantimpact.”

Spiszer said his troops were
working along the Kunar River
valley and up into the moun-
tain passes along the border to
intercept and ambush insur-

gents trying. to escape from

PakiStanireperatony  in its
Bajaur Agency.

"What we have done 1s
worked very hard to refocus
our ISR assets, intelligence,
surveillance, reconnaissance
assets to do everything we can
to identify transiting across
the border,” he said.

Spiszer, who has about
3,000 US troops in an area that
encompasses four Afghan
border provinces, said he did
not have enough troops but
would get more with the
arrival of a brigade from the
10th Mountain Division early
next year.

He hailed the cooperation
developing between the
United States and the Pakistan
military as amajor success.
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PHOTO: AFP

Pakistani tribal people stand among the debris of houses after a suspected US airstrike in the Jani
Khel area of the country's Northwestern Bannu district yesterday. A missile strike by a suspected US

‘drone killed at least six people including foreigners in northwest Pakistan nearthe Afghan border.,
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Rahul builds bridges with Sikhs

AFP, Amritsar

Rahul Gandhi, the scion of
India's ruling dynasty, has
sought to heal a rift with the
Sikh community over the
bloody events surrounding
the assassination of his grand-
motherIndira Gandhi.
During a visit Tuesday to
Amritsar, Gandhi, who is a
general secretary of the ruling
Congress Party, acknowledged
the "tragedy” of the 1984 army
assault on Sikhdom's holiest
shrine in the city.

The assault, ordered by
then prime minister Indira
Gandhi on Sikhs holed up in
the Golden Temple, left scores
dead, hundreds wounded and
resulted in substantial dam-
age to the shrine complex.

[n retribution, Indira Gandhi
was shot dead in October of the
same year by two Sikh body-
guards -- an act that in tum
triggered anti-Sikh riots that
claimed thousands of lives.

The riots "were absolutely
wrong," Rahul Gandhi said,
adding that the perpetrators

"should be broughttojustice.”
"Neither I nor my family

have no ill-feeling towards any

community,” hesaid.

His remarks were signifi-
cant given the charges at the
time that Congress leaders
had goaded Hindu mobs into
attacking Sikhs.

His father Rajiv Gandhi,
who succeeded Indira as
prime minister, had been
criticised for rationalising the
violence with the quote:
"When a big tree falls, the
earth shakes.”

PHOTO: AFP

said Tuesday that it suc-
cessfully conducted a first I
test of a deep space com-
munications network
modelled onthe Internet.

“This is the first step in
creating a totally new space
communications capabil-
ity, an interplanetary
Internet,” Adrian Hooke,
| Nasa's manager of space-
networking architecture,
technology and standards,
saidin a statement.

The US space agency
said Jet Propulsion
Laboratory engineers used
software called Disruption-
Tolerant Networking, or
DTN, to transmit dozens of
space images to and from a
Nasa spacecraft some 20
million miles (32.4 million
kilometres) from Earth.
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