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Action from yesterday's 2nd Orient Bread Tokal (streeturchins) Kabaddi match between Mirpur and Gulistan at the Kabaddi Stadium.

CHESS OLYMPIAD

Bangladesh
return to
winning ways

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh men's and
women's teams returned to
winning ways at the 38th
Chess Olympiad on Monday,
defeating Albania and Iceland
in their respective fifth round
ties at Dresden, Germany.

After both suffered fourth
round defeats, the Bangladesh
men defeated Albania 3.5-05
in the Open section. The
men's team now have SiX
match points and 12.5 game
points in the opensection,

Grandmaster Ziaur
Rahman beat FIDE Master
Boshku Harallamb, GM
Abdullah Al Rakib beat
International Master Mehmet
Dritan, FM Abu Sufian Shakil
beat FM Rama Lorenc and FM
Minhazuddin Ahmed Sagar
drew with Paci Aleksander.

The women's team recorded
a 2.5-1.5 win with Syeda
Shabana Parveen Nipa beaung
Iceland's Thorsteinsdottir
Hallgerdurand Tanima Parveen
beating Kristinardottir Elsa
Maria. Shamima Akhter Liza
drew with WFM Thorsteins
dottir Gudlaug while WM Rani
Hamid lost to WGM Ptacnikova
Lenka

The women's team have SIX
match points and 10.5 game
points.

After yesterday's rest day,
the men's team will play
Venezuela and the women
against Lithuania today.

Big win for
East End

SPORTS REPORTER

East End Club and Prantik Krira
Chakra recorded comfortable
wins in yesterday's Second
Division Football League at the
Birshreshtha Shaheed Mostafa
Kamal Stadium in Kamalapur
yesterday.

Bakar, Jahirul, Gafur, Habib
and Ismail joined the goal
feastin East End's 5-2 defeatof
Police AC, who reduced the
margin though Amirul and Al
Amin.

Al Amin scored brace in the
day's other match, helping
Prantik blank Matuail Udayan
Sangsad 2-0.

The Steyn
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said that they have a plan
againstSteyn.

“We have a plan against
him. We are hopeful about
successfully negotiating him.
But we have to be careful
against the other bowlers
also,” said theall-rounder.

Sports family
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vice-president of Bangladesh
Swimming Federation, will be
best remembered for his effort
to support the freedom fighters
and create public opinion for
Bangladesh's Liberation War in
1971, when he swum non-stop
for a then record 90 hours and
five minutesin Kolkata.

Ball in
FROM PAGE 17
“My condition is good now and
[ hardly feel any problem in
movement but I can't say what
would happen when I started
my bowling. It's a very difficult
situation for me. What I can
assure is that [ can manage a
little bitof pain,” he added.
Whatever the fact was now
everything depends on
Mashrafe whether he will play
his first Test in South African
soil today.

Aussies weak: McCullum

ﬁ] Cricket

Tl T il

CRICINFO, undated

New Zealand remain full of
hope as they attempt to break
a 23-year drought without a
Test win in Australia and erase
some poor recent results. The
tourists barely managed to
beat Bangladesh in the first
Test last month and lost a
warm-up game against New
South Wales on Sunday, which
was not ideal preparation for
Thursday's opening match at
the Gabba.

The wicketkeeper Brendon
McCullum, who is battling a
foot injury sustained in Sydney,
hopes to be fitand is in no doubt
about the difference between
the top-ranked Australia and
New Zealand, who are seventh,
one point above West Indies.
"There's such a big gulf in terms
ofwhatAustralia'sachieved and
what we've achieved in the last
little while in Test cricket,
McCullum said. "From that
perspective there's probably no
reason why people would think
itwould bean even contest.”

Sections of the local media
have already called the tour-
ists the weakest New Zealand
team to tour Australia for
decades, but McCullum has
not downgraded his aims and
wants their first Test win since
1985-86. "We're incredibly
high on self-belief and drive
within our unit, and trying to
achieve something that hasn't
been achieved over here for
20-odd years,” he said.
"There's huge motivation for
us to try and come up with a
pretty special victory.”

The visiting squad contains
a host of players who have not
been part of heavy beatings
from Australia, although this
team is less formidable than
those which included Glenn
McGrath and Shane Warne.
Australia are coming off a 2-0
series loss to India last week
but it is hard to discuss the
tourists without mentioning
their inexperience.

"We're atlong odds butalso
with nothing to lose,”
McCullum said. "You'll proba-
bly see guys play with alotless
fear than what we have done
in the past. When you are such
rank outsiders you can almost
throw a little bit more caution
to the wind.

"With fewer battle scars in
our squad than whatwe had in
the past, that's pretty exciting
as well. Guys aren't as fearful
of the Australian team
because we haven't got the
experience and played them a
lotasateam.”

McCullum said the top six
would aim for a first-innings
score of at least 400 in a bid to
put pressure on the hosts, who
he still rates as the game's No.
1 outfit. "They're more vulner-
able but they're still by far and
away the best team in the
world,” he said. "They lostone
series and they're being ridi-
culed in the paper forit, butin
our minds they're still by far
and awaythebestteam.”

The conditions at the
Gabba should suit the visitors,
with the rain and extra mois-
ture helping their attack,
which includes the fast bowler
Kyle Mills. The absence of
Jacob Oram, who scored a
century here four years ago,

Giants date on November
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Russel on December 1 and 6

respectively.

TOP SCORERS

7 goals: Alfaz (Russel)

4 goals: Idris (RMFS), Emily
(Abahani), Bukola, Robin
(Mohammedan)

3 goals: Youness (Russel),
Mehdi (Khulna Abahani),
Emeka (Abahani), Raphael
(CtgMSC)

2 goals: Enamul (Farashganj),
Oniya, Manju, Tapu (Broth-
ers), Nasir (Mohammedan),

POINTS TABLE

Teams M
Abahani b
Russel 7
CtgMSC 8
Mohammedan 9
Rahmatgan| /'
Brothers b
CtgAbahan| 9
Farashganj 7
Arambagh 8
Muktijoddha 7
Khulna Abahani 8

S T IR A A S -

Towhidul (Ctg MSC), Mithun,
Sakhawat Rony (Ctg Abaham),
Kanchan (Muktijoddha),
[brahim (Abahani)

PENDING FIXTURE
Nov 24: Abahani v Moha-
mmedan

Nov 25: Brothers v Russel

Nov 27: Mohammedan Vv
Rahmatganj

Nov 28: Muktijoddha v
Abahani

Nov 30: Farashganj v
Mohammedan

Dec 1: AbahanivBrothers

D L GF GA Pits
0 1 12 2 15
2 1 14 5 14
4 1 7 9 13
2 0 14 3 11
1 3 7 7 10
- 0 9 b 10
4 3 1 7 10
3 2 b b 9
3 4 4 10 b
1 9 4 17 4
0 7 6 19 3

with injury is significant and
during the series there will be
times when they wish for
someone of the quality of
Shane Bond, who is banned
because of his links with the
Indian Cricket League.

"(Jacob is) huge for us and

he really helps the balance,
batting at seven and bowling
third-change,” Mills said.
"He's going to be a big loss.
We've experienced in the past
guys like Shane Bond being
injured before, we're used to
experiencing that. With Jacob
out the rest of us have to step
up.”
West Indies and Sri Lanka
have been hit hard by the
Indian Twenty20 competi-
tions, but New Zealand have
suffered the most and lost a
core of experienced players.
Now they are trying to patch
up a squad that can compete
with Australia.

"I can think of seven or
eight guys who have gone to
the ICL and that takes our
whole depth out of the coun-
try," Mills said. "It's ‘disap-
pointing, when you're play-
ing for the Black Caps, you
want your best team playing
atall time.”

Badal admits
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only stronger but the national
teams were more prepared
thanus," headded.

"The players have tried but
our performance in the Grand
Royal Challenge Cup (in
Myanmar) was not as good as
the Merdeka Cup (in
Malaysia).

"Our football has really
declined in recent years. The
players even failed to cope
with the Burmese players, who
are not physically superior to
us. In fact, we need to
strengthen our league. The
clubs do not have quality
coach or trainers. That is why
we can't prepare the football-
ers forinternational standard.

"The clubs have to have
physical trainers and gymna-
siums,” headded.

Inreply toaquestion, Badal
said that the managementwas
not unhappy with coach
Shafiqul Islam Manik's perfor-
mance, although his side have
scored only two goals in two
tournaments, both against
Vietnam Under-23s in a 2-2
draw in the Merdeka Cup.

"We have to consider that
he did not get enough time to
prepare the teams for both
events. We will recommend to
the executive committee (O
extend his contract,” said the
NTMC chairman hinting at
extension of Manik's tenure as
national coach.

Barisal stay in hunt
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to 286-9 atday's end.

Rabiul Islam was the pick of the Khulna
bowlers, taking three for 55.

CHITTAGONG v DHAKA

The hosts added just 35 to their overnight 279-8
before being bowled out in the 18th over of the
day. The rest of the day, petered out as Dhaka
scored 157-3 in the rest of the 70 overs.

Anwar Hossain scored a painstaking 65 off
198 balls with eleven boundaries while
Marshall Ayub remained not out on 58 off 138
deliveries. The right-hander struck seven
boundaries.

Dhaka's go-slow tactics -- a run rate of 2.25
per over -- would definitely put the onus on
Chittagong as the hosts must bring Dhaka out
of theshellif they are to force aresult.

BRIEF SCORES
BARISAL: First innings 166 and second innings

177-3 in 49 overs (Rony 41, Faruque 19, Hannan
64*, Imran 18, Nasir 24*; Shuvo 2-60, Shafiul 1-
16).

RAJSHAHI: First innings 204 all out in 66.5
overs (Mahbub 20, Jahurul 0, Farhad 42, Anisur
38 Shuvo 8, Sabbir 5, Mashud 41, Mushfiqur33,
Shahzada 0, Alamgir 2, Shafiul 0*; Talha 5-41,
Tariqul 3-35, Kamrul 1-59, Dutta 1-45).
CHITTAGONG: Firstinnings 314 all outin 107.2
overs (Salahuddin 0, Nafis 14, Masum 32, Tariq
83, Faisal 102, Nadim 10, Rezaul 3, Kamrul 6,
Tariq 24, Younus 25, Raihan 0% Ashraful 2-43,
[mon 2-63, Arafat 3-63, Elias 1-63, Riyad 1-46).
DHAKA: First innings 157-3 in 70 overs (Jayed
13, Anwar 65, Shamsur 15, Marshall 58%, Riyad
1*; Tariq 2-33, Kamrul 1-24).

SYLHET: First innings 286-9 in 91 overs
(Rahman 5, Imtiaz 8, Saikat 88, Mithun 106,
Rajin 41, Kamrul 1, Rezaul 17, Taposh 0, Nabil 0,
Rashedur 2, Monir 6% Zia 1-46, Dollar 1-47,
Rabiul 3-55, Atiqur2-74, Raihan 2-41).

Khulna zonal
champions

SPORTS REPORTER

—————

Khulna took the zonal honours
after a six-wicket victory over
Jessore in the 29th National
Cricket Championship at the
Jessore Stadium yesterday.

Bishwanath and Rahi took
three wickets each as Jessore
were bowled out for 101 runs
in 42.5 overs. In reply, Khulna
breezedto 102-4in 29,1 overs.

Skipper Riaz struck an
unbeaten 39 after Adnan
smashed arun-a-ball 27,

In a group semifinal,
Chandpur beat Chittagong by
39 runs at the Noakhall
Stadium. Batting first,
Chandpur crawled to 146-9 in
their stipulated 50 overs with
middle-order bat Babu scor-
ing 40 off 92 balls. Chittagong
were never in the hunt, and
finally perished for 107 in 44.5
overs with Alam taking three
for24.

Away at the Pirojpur
Stadium, Bhola (201) beat
Patuakhali (172) by 29 runs,

BCB declares
U-17 team
for Nepal

SPORTS REPORTER

Khulna's Jayanto Das will lead
the Bangladesh Under-17
cricket team fora tour of Nepal
thatbegins on November 21.

The 14-member squad will
play three one-day matches
and a two-day game against
the hosts during their 10-day
stay.

The limited-over matches
will be held on November 23,
24 and 26 while the two-day
game will be played on
November 28-29, most likely
at the Tribhuvan University
International Cricket Ground
in Kirtipur.

The side will return on
November 30.

TEAM

Jayanto Das (captain), Mehedi
Hasan (vice-captain), Ashiqul
Islam, Nurul Hasan, Sayem Al
Rizvi, Mamun Hossain, Sabbir
Hossain, Mohammad Sentu,
Asif Hasan, Sumit Chowdhury,
Shanaj Ahmed, Abu Jayed
Chowdhury, Didar Hossain,
[ktedar NazeefAhmed.

Yuvraj gets
top backing

CRICINFO, undated

Kris Srikkanth, the chairman
of India's national selectors,
has backed Yuvraj Singh to
take the Test middle-order
spot vacated by Sourav
Ganguly, the former captain
who has retired.

Yuvraj made two consecu-
tive match-winning hundreds
(138* and 118) against
England in the first two ODIs
of the seven-match series over
the last five days, and also
picked up a four-wicket haul
in Indore on Monday.
Srikkanth told the Kolkata-
based Telegraph that he now
sees Yuvraj as the front-runner
to take Ganguly'sslot.

"I see Yuvi as a potential
match-winner in Tests too.
Over the years, he has already
shown he's a match-winner in
ODIs," Srikkanth said. "There
are others in the running as
well (for Ganguly's slot), but
Yuvi is definitely a front-
runner.”

@The Daily Star

'Dhoni is lucky'

ﬁ]ﬁCricket

P11, Karachi

The success of Mahendra Singh Dhoni as
Indian cricket captainis a combination of some
skill and loads of good fortune, feels senlor
Pakistan batsman Younis Khan, who says it
would be interesting to see how he fares once
his luck runs out.

Younis, who returned with the Pakistan
team from Abu Dhabi last night, sald Dhoni has
been verylucky as captainso far.

"But I would like to see how he fares and
handles the pressure when the luck runs out.
Thatwill be his real test,” he said.

He stated that Dhonl had been very lucky so
far in that everything he has done has turned
outright,

"Butin cricket one also has to be prepared to
face hard situations when luck does notseem 1o
smile onaplayeratall,” headded.

Younis, who is Pakistan's top batsman in 21
one-day Internationals this year scoring 865
runs at 54.06, also urged the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) to give Shoaib Malik more time as
captain,

“From what | have observed, Malik I learn-
ing the skills of captaincy with every match and
heisagoodlearner,” Younis said.

"I would suggest that the Pakistan board
give him time and I can see Malik leading the
team for the next few years without any major
issues.” Younis, who will return to Australia to
play in their domestic circuit, said he was not
interested in the captaincy anymore,

Australian captain Ricky Ponting consid-

ered Mahendra Singh Dhoni and his men
better-suited for Twenty20 cricket rather than
Tests after their World Cup triumph in South
Africa.

Recalling the success of Indian team in the
'1WentﬂﬂWnrld Cup, Ponting wrote in his book
'‘Captain’s Diary 2008" that Dhoniwas a "classic
example® of a player who could damage the
opposition in the shortest version, which offers
little scope for a batsman to showcase his tech-
nique.

"Teams that are outclassed in five-day
matches and even 50-over games are much
more competitive in Twenty20, India offer a
good example of this, The shorter the format of
the game the more dangerous they become,”
Ponting said.

"Some of their batsmen -- Yuvraj Singh and
M S Dhoni are classic examples -- can hurt you
more in shorter games, because their is less
opportunity to find ways of picking apart their
techniques,” he while adding that "Form in
Twenty20 really doesn't count for all that
much”,

Having said so, Ponting also dismissed
India's successful journey to the T20 world title,
attributing it to more luck and little skills.

"I am not as cynical about the game as l once
was, but some negatives still nag at me. There is
so much luck involved in this shortened form of
the game; it's not always going to be the best
team that wins.

"] guess that's true of all sport butit seems (o
be accentuated here... Lirtle wonder, then, that
the tournament has been unpredictable, with
many locals stunned that previously unbeaten
South Africa was eliminated so comfortably by
India,” he said.

Yusuf can bat anywhere

KY Y1 Cricket

INTERNET, undgted

Having scored a crucial unbeaten half-century
down the batting order, all-rounder Yusuf
Pathan said he was prepared to bat at any posi-
tion so long as it helps the team in piling on a
match-winning total.

"I am willing to bat wherever [ get the oppor-
tunity to serve the team the best,” said the 26-
year-old, who also clarified that he had cele-
brated his birthday last month and not on
Monday as earlier noted by some statisticians.

"This performance will give me a lot of
confidence and | dedicate my first ODI half-
century to my parents,” he told reporters after
India’s 54-run win.

Pathan, who usually opens the innings,
came at No.7 and smashed anunbeaten 29-ball
50 to propel the team total to a respectable 292-
9 and also picked one wicket in the second ODI
against England.

The all-rounder, who lasted only two balls in
the first ODI at Rajkot when he was sent up the
order, said Monday's victory was a team effort
and it was important for him not to lose his
wicket as batsmen realised that it was not as
easyawickettobaton.

"We knew it was not an easy wicket to baton
and anything could happen later and I wanted
to score as many runs as possible to give our

teamn a good total in the end,” he said.

Pathan said though the opening few part-
nerships did not work well, the lower order
batsmen rose to the occasion and did the job.

"Yes, unlike at Rajkot the opening partner-
ships did not get off to a good beginning. Butit
cannot happen every day and the others too
need to contribute and did so today (Monday),"
Pathan pointed out.

He also said the perception that he was a
Twenty20 cricketer after his exploits in the T20
World Championship last year in South Africa
was not correct as he had not played as many
short duration ties as compared to three, four
and one-dayties at the domesticlevel.

"I have played more three, four and one-day
matches in domestic cricket and not as many
Twenty20 games. I think the perception that
I'm onlyaT20 playeriswrong,” hesaid.

Pathan said it was not easy to choose
between the two match-winning efforts of
Yuvraj Singh in the first two matches of the
best-ol-sevenrubpber.

'‘Both were important efforts and both were
match-winning ones.  enjoyed both his innings
Notonlythe opposition, but our own bowlers are
not able to get him out in the net sessions,” said
the off-break bowler and hard-hitting batsman
about the left-handed stylist's two knocks of 138
notoutand 118 atRajkotand here.

About his younger brother Irfan, who has
lost his slot in the Indian team, the senior
Pathan said it was up to the selectors.

ICL Bangladesh off to India

FROM PAGE 17
Warriors, as ICL Bangladesh and they will be

pitted against ICL India, Pakistan and World XI.

The series of matches begin with the Indian
side taking on arch-rivals Pakistan X1, no doubt
made up of the entire Lahore Badshahs line-up,
in the openerin Ahmedabad.

ICL Bangladesh begin their campaign
against the strong World XI on November 25.
They play against Pakistan and India on
November 27 and 28 respectively. All matches
will be held underlights.

The fourteen rebel cricketers took partin the
breakaway tournament as Dhaka Warriors and
were subsequently banned for ten years by the
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) in October.

They produced a mixed bag of results, win-
ning half of their eight matches. They narrowly
missed a spot in the semifinals as they finished
fifth.

But there was individual success, with Alok
Kapali hitting the first ICL century and finish-

ing with 324 runs from eight outings, fourth
highestin the tournament.

Veteran left-armer Mohammad Rafique
finished with 14 wickets with abest of 3 for 28.

Before their departure, Bashar's men faced
reporters at the Zia International Airport and
expressed hopes of beinginthefinal.

"The players are in high spints and we are
dreaming of playing in the final,” said the for-
mer national captain.

The support they received so far have
inspired them a lot and would spur them on in
the World Series, the former Bangladesh cap-
tain added.

TEAM

Habibul Bashar (captain), Shahriar Nafees
(vice-captain), Nazimuddin, Aftab Ahmed,
Alok Kapali, Dhiman Ghosh, Forhad Reza,
Dhiman Ghosh, Mahbubul Karim, Monjurul
[slam, Mohammad Rafique, Mohammad
Sharif, Mosharraf Hossain, Tapash Baisya.
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