Solo Art

Exhibition

Artist: Jamal Ahmed
Venue: Gallery Chitrak,
Rd 4, H 21, Dhanmondi
R/A

Date; November 14-23
Time: 10am-8pm

s ﬂ:ﬁ:.ﬂ-“e.f

T e T O N i T, ol

A e i
!

LI

T

. T A L T T B L

T g T T T T e T T i T ST Ve

g
s
z

TAKIR HOSSAIN

FREPEBAREEEIEBEEEEREERBRENE BAEREEREE AEERNENRESE fEEEREARAANAEENAREYS

Zaid Islam is a freelance photographer. This
is hardly an apt introduction of a man who
snapped photos at a time when the nation
was mourning the after-effects of a natural
disaster, Sidr; aname thatconjures up senses
of trauma, loss and tragedy even now.

November 15, 2007 is a black day in our
history. The country lost many of its people;
thousands of houses were destroyed, as were
paddy fields, woods, livestock and villages. Zaid
left the city and went to Shoronkhola to docu-
ment the devastaton. The images depict the
woes of thousands in the coastal areas -- who
had been rendered homeless after Sidr -- immo-
bile and rapt in grief, desperately in need of
relief. But relief materials had not reached the
areasyet.

Zaid states, “Before leaving Dhaka for
Shoronkhola, I noticed that there were adver-
tisements for a party on November 17 at
Winter Garden, Dhaka Sheraton Hotel, called
'Sirocco.’ The organisers assured their guests
on November 16 with this message: 'Amongst
all the current confusion in Bangladesh, we
the management would just like to point out
thatSiroccois happening...'

“"Meanwhile, the death toll was rising. The
official figure was 3268, while Red Crescent
had estimated over 10,000 dead!”

Zaid photographed personal stories of
Sidr victims with sensitivity and empathy.
The images document the external and
internal losses. With the destruction of their
homes, paddy fields and livestock, these
people have also lost their near and dear
ones; the most unfortunate sight being that
ofachild who haslostboth parents.

On a very individual level, the other
tragedy is that many of these people were
critically injured; some have lost body
parts. Zaid's photos reflect his humane side

and urge e darsemethingsfosathose ssha i

have lost everything. These are photo-
graphic stories of living in an extended
“blackout.”

Simple, yet kaleidoscopic compositions
seem (o be Zaid's trait. His insight into his
subjects is also demonstrated with the help of
light and shades. The collection of photos
tocuses more on the subjectthan technique.

Zaid's photos are on display at an exhibi-
tion titled "Sidr Diary: Blackouts and
Anniversaries” at Chhobir Haat, Shahbag. The
exhibition ends on November 23.
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Art & Photography
Exhibition

on Bangladesh Street Cuture
Artists: Rokeya, Kuhu,
Smita, Ujwala and Anil
Venue: Radius Cenire,
Bay's Galleria, 5th floor, 57,
GulshanAvenue

Date, Novambar 8-23
Time: 11am-8pm (Fridays

Sidr Diary A national tragedy in stills

This crowd is part of the larger queue that gathered each day in front of Shoronkhola Press Club to receive
VIPs who arrived on helicopters to distribute relief, After a few hundred people were served and the VIPs flew
off, the crowds had to be dispersed, sometimes by baton charge. (November 19, 2007)
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- up for Indian film festivals
[
! PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi screened at the festival which will also feature
N PR e B PRE P . works of veteran Indian Laken iike B.R.
,' ; T Chopra, G.P, Sippy, EC. Mehra and Sreedhar --
. Bangladeshi filmmaker Abu Sayeed's latest allof whom died thisyear.
! work "Rupantor” will be pitted against 14 other It would also pay homage to playback singer
ﬁlms in the competitive section of the upcom-  Mahendra Kapoor, playwright and scriptwriter
. Ing International Film Festival of India begin-  Vijay Tendulkar, director Nabnendu Ghosh,
. ninginGoaonNovember 22. Marathi film actress Jayashree Gadkar and
/ Among other films in the section are "My Tamil film actor Raghuvaran -- all of whom
. Mother's Tears" (a joint production of passedawaythisyear.
| Argentina and Germany), "The Shaft" (China), Retrospectives of internationally acclaimed
Iht:_ Red Spot” (a Japan-Germany joint pro- directors Aki Kaurismaki (Finland), John
de-"{lﬂT{J. “Pencil” (Malaysia), "Plonning” (The Landis (USA), Wong KarWai (Hong Kong), Peter
Philippines), "Akasa Kusum" (Sri Lanka) and Chan (China) and actress Niki Karimi (Iran)
‘Mahasatta” and "Kanchivaram® (both from wouldalso be held duringthe festival.
India), according to an official announcement Switzerland will be the country in focus at
made last Saturday evening. the festival this year and films by Bimal Roy and
. The IFFI will mark the world premiere of LV, Prasad, whose birth centenary is being
Rupantor” as well as Sayeed's return to the celebrated this year, would also be screened.
event after his successful debutat the competi- The Taj Mahal, the 17th century white mar-
tion in 2006 when his "Nirontor” had won a  ble monument -- an ode to love -- in Agra, has
special jury award. inspired some films in India and to commemo-
Meanwhile, "Rupantor” hasshifted fromthe rate that, four movies will be screened at the
compeutive section to World Cinema category festival under the theme “TajMahal: A Celluloid
. at the Kerala International Film Festival to be  Journey." The films are "Shiraj”, a silent film
held in Thiruvananthapuram next month. madein 1928,"ShahJahan” (1968), "TajMahal"
“Nirontor” had won the best feature film award  (1963) and "TajMahal" (2005). o
in Kerala two years ago. Among the popular Hindi movies to be
I'he ten-day festival would be inaugurated shown at the festival will be actor Aamir Khan's
by Minister of State for Information, Anand directorial debut “Taare Zameen Par,” “Jodha
Sharma. Both Rekha and veteran South Indian  Akbar” and “Wednesday.”
actor Kamal Hassan will be the chief guests at While the opening of the festival has not yet
the opening and closing ceremonies of the been decided, acclaimed Iranian director Majid
festival, director of the festival S.M. Khan said. Majidi's “The Song of Sparrows” will be screened
[n all, 127 Indian and foreign films wouldbe  attheclosing ceremonyon December2.
The Show Must Go On! = lses
Sirocco was a party at o
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel on
November 17, 2007. The |
organisers assured their
guests with this message:
“Amongst all the current
confusion in Bangladesh, |
we the management would
just like to point out that: J.
Sirocco is happening...”
o Ferdaus (centre) and co-actor in “Rupantor.”
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Anniversary Reminiscence on N G
Programme Sanjib S R
Organiser: Wrishiz Chowdhury : ' |
Shilpl Gosthi Organiser: Dolchhut |
Venue: National Music and G-Series |
and Dance Centre, BSA Venue: Coffee House, |
Date: November 20 Elephant Road

Time: 4pm Date: November 19

Time: 3pm

Abu Sayeed’s Rupantor gearing §
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