Iran & nuclearissue

Obama, the president-elect of the
US said on November 07, 2008 that
Iran must be prevented from devel-
oping nuclearweapons.

[ran has been claiming that it is
developing nuclear technology for
generating electricity. So, the world
community should confirm about
Iran's nuclear status to avoid
another conflict like the Iraq war,
which was based on a non-existent
cause. The Iraq war is one of the
main causes of current recession in
the US, which badly affected the
world economy as well.

[n this context, from the first
black and African-American presi-

Voter turnout in US

elections

On the basis of population the USis
the third largest country of the
world. Also, itis the second largest
country practising democracy. But
voter turnout in US elections is one
of the poorest among the advanced
industrial natons of the world. A
little over 50 percent of the voting-
age population take part in US
presidential elections. There was
plenty of euphoria in the recently
held US election as many claimed a
record voter turnout. This exuber-
ance was primarily based on the
observation that voters in many
locations had to stand in long
queues for hours, primarily arising

- out of shortage of polling centres.
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Politicians fail miserably

respected leaders what they are going to
do for the country and the people. We want
to know their specific agenda which they
will follow if they are elected. We want their
promise that they will never get involved
in such activities which bring miseries to
common people. We want to know how
they will settle fundamental issues, ensure
economic growth, do good for farmers, as
well how theywill resolve our energy crisis

As general citizens we have seen different
types of regimes after liberation which
our leaders offered us in the name of
democracy. We were governed severely,
less severely, technocratic way, bureau-
cratic way and autocratic way.

We are just fed-up with tall talk of our
political leaders, hartals, gherao, oborodh
etc. which brings no good for the country.
The country stepped backward in the field
of economy, agriculture, education and
almost in every sphere of possible growth.
We cannot exonerate our leaders for their

self centred attitude.

Now we are going to hold election. We
categorically want to hear from our

etc.
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Our humble appeal to all politicians:
please do some good for the sake of the

countryand general people.

Md. Nizamuddin
Mirpur-1,Dhaka
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Dress codes

Nowadays non-Islamic acts are
encouraged strongly in society.
Most "modern” people in our
country don't have proper faith
and young people who are growing
up now are encouraged to practise
western dress codes. This 1s
termed as being "modern” &
"smart” but none realizes that this
is bringing obscenity to society. |
don't know what good can come
out of it. We should wear nice
dresses, butthese should bemod*
est.

Itis hard to find the media prop-
agating proper religious practices
and education.

M Noor
Uttara, Dhaka

Taxpayer's query

As faithful citizens we are obliged
to pay taxes as per laws of the gov-
ernment to enable the latter to
carryout the duties entrusted on it.
Paying taxes is actually a give-and -
take matter. If a citizen finds that
his orher basicrights are being well
taken care of by the government,
then he or she shall come forward
to pay the taxes voluntarily or will
not feel that the tax-payment is a
penalty.

But for some obvious reasons,
most of the taxpayers do take it as a
burden and look for the ways and
means to escape it. The end result
is, the concerned department of
government miserably fails to
achieve the tax collection target.
The taxpayers very reasonably
expect that the government will
fulfil its obligations that clearly
indicate that the taxpayers should
be compensated to some extent for

the money they are paying as taxes
through proper healthcare, good
transportation networks,
improved law and order situation,
maintaining high standard in
public educational establishments
and increasing seats for higher
numbers of admission seekers, do
away with harassments-in getting
passport, driving license, quick
disposal of court cases and above
all the availability of the items of
basic needs at affordable costs.

" Butwhatis reallyhappening? As’

for my self, I am serving in a multi-
national company and paying an
income tax of more than taka two
lakh a financial year. But [ felt
discouraged to ask for any assis-
tance from the police when some
miscreants broke the garage & stole
some valuable parts of my personal
car. My driver found those stolen
items in a shop at Dholaikhal & 1
bought those at a cost of about Tk
80,000. This is one example of how
we live in Bangladesh. In addition,
when we see how the government
employees are plundering the state
funds/our tax money, our interest
evaporates to come forward to pay
taxes. The recent news of employ-
ing 122 workers to fixa single toilet-
pan in a BTCL (formerly BTTB)
office is another glaring example of
the magnitude and mode of cor-
ruption by government bodies.
Only extension of tax return
dates will not work to attract the
taxpayers, their conviction that the
tax money is properly used for the
benefit of the citizens is the only
motivatng factor.
Engr.Md. Aminul Hoque
Khalishpur
Khulna

Secondary education

In the name of quality education,
teachers of secondary schools are
getting training from TQI (Teach-
ing Quality Improvement project).
All the teachers including head
teachers of secondary schools
(around 15 thousand) will be
trained by 2011. But everybody
knows about the quality of the
training.

There is another problem! Some
classes are held in the secondary
§chools. Now teachers are takihg
TQI training during the class time.
So the students are deprived,
though some teachers are just
passing their time in the TQI
classes.

So, my suggestion is that the
teachers receive training only
when. they do not have to attend
classes.

Mawduda Hasnin
Rajshahi

No committed leader!

We got independence shedding
blood of millions of people. But we
did not get a leader after the long
liberation war dedicated to the
cause of the nation. It is the reason
for which we, the citizens of
Bangladesh, always face the prob-
lems like strike, vandalism.

Ours is a democratic country.
But different parties which came
to power ran the country in an
autocratic way. They concentrated
on their own welfare only. This
created a reign of mal-governance,
pervasive corruption & looting of
public funds by the ruling party.
Now we, the common people, are
paying for theirmisdeeds.
Tamanna Ferdous
One-mail

Admission ordeal

University is the highest academic place
for students. Every student has a dream
to studyin a public University.
Every year we can see the number of
GPA-5holders increasing rapidly.
Though they obtain the GPA-5, many
ofthem willnotgetadmission inapub-
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The matter deserves acloser look.
Sheikh Md. Faysal
Department of Business Administration
Shahjalal University of Science &
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Americanscene

Congratulations to President-elect
Barack Obama and consolation to
Sepator McCain. Both of them
deserve appreciation for the spirit
they have shown in upholding and
retaining the democratic norms
and values one by winning the
election and the other by gra-
ciously conceding defeat!

The systematic and peaceful
way the American election was
conducted and executed by the
American people should act as a
lesson for all the countries of the
world, particularly the third world
countries, which are struggling to
setup atrue democracy,

Interestingly, Barack Obama
who has been elected as the 44th
President of the United States of
America is the third President from
the State of Illinois, the first being
Abraham Lincoln. It is sincerely
hoped that President Obama will
follow the philosophy of late
President Abraham Lincoln "FOR
THE PEOPLE, OF THE PEOPLE, BY
THE PEOPLE".

[ sincerely wish President Barack
Obama grand success in overcom-
ing the current financial crisis and
in preventing nations from fight-
ing against one another. Let peace
see the rays of the morning sun. Let
darkness be wiped out!

Professor M Zahidul Haque
Chairman

Department of Agricultural
Extension & Information System
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural
University

Dhaka

Points to ponder

The Almighty is above any kind of
controversy, question and criti-
cism. Now the question is whether
the judges shall also enjoy the same
immunity of faith that they are
above criticism or not accountable
for their acts and deeds. No way
one can question about any judi-
cial matter.

Do you think the ordinary citi-
zens have the right to scrutinize
the judges as individual human
beings like an ordinary citizen? If
an ordinary citizen can be ques-
tioned for his or her conducts, why
should a judge be exempted from
that scrutiny? - This is pgrhaps
‘agains.t the principle of justice and
fair play as indoctrinated in our
great religion Islam. I am not an
Islamic scholar. I would appreciate
if a genuine and unbiased Islamic

scholar in our country can throw

light on this issue of judges be
exempted from any criticism or
discussion for his official acts and
deeds.

My feeling expressed above is
basically academic to learn about
Islamic sanction about judges and
justice. I do not remember how
much time has been taken to
resolve how many cases, but I
would have been satisfied if the
learned lawyer could tell the media
whether the news item was "true or
false” or "right or wrong" ? We are
looking for facts.

Areader
One-mail

BJI's game plan

You will agree that in the recent
days the Jamaat [renamed them-
selves as BJi] was hyperactive.
Their attitude showed that they
were the prime power players of
the 4-party alliance. Soon after the
one/eleven, except the Jamaat, all
other political parties went
through humiliations. The BJl
managed to hide themselves
under the bed sheet. The CTG and
the law enforcers could not find
them! Their leaders claimed that
they did not participate in the
plundering during the BNP-Jamaat
led government that ruled
Bangladesh between 2001 and
2007. Now two of their '‘gang or
ring' leaders were sent to jail. They
protested, as if either of the two
'‘Begums' [as mentioned in the
Economist] were sent to jail!

[ am not sure why the BNP still
depends on the BJ1. If the BJI wants
to participate in the polls, the BNP
high command should let them go
and participatein the polls alone.

[ think the BJI was partner of
the BNP for the time being, and
partnership sometimes needs to be
re-evaluated! It would be wise for
the BNP to re-think about their
partnership with the B]l now. The
BNP will commit political suicide
if they again take BJI along with
them in the next election.

The BNP should revitalize itself
by participating in the election
without a partnership with the BJI.
The BJI shall create the image
problem for the BNP since the
coming election will be held just
two daysaflter 16 December.

I hope thatthe BNP chairperson
shall be wise enough to re-think
about the BJI.

JhornaAyesha Nizam
Dhaka
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Bay crisis

There were some dismal and
worrisome headlines published
in your daily for a few days. On
November 3: "Myanmar brings
warships to explore Bangladesh
waters.” On November 4:
"Myanmar defies warnings.” On
November 5: "Myanmar sends
another warship” and on
November 6: "Myanmar Sus-
pends exploration in Bay.” These
headlines clearly give us the true
impression how volatile the
situation really was. This news
also gives us a warning sign that
we are in danger of foreign inva-
sion and our armed forces should
be constantly ready to face any
eventuality.

Myanmar has intentionally
violated international laws and
deployed four ships for exploring
oil and gas in Bangladesh mari-
time territory, ignoring
Bangladesh Navy warnings. The
Bangladesh Navy also positioned
three ships at the spot. What
would have been case if the situa-
tion was just the opposite?
Myanmar surly would not have
waited forlong.

They surely would have struck
back harshly. Why did our Navy
keep quiet and did not retaliate
at all? Despite repeated warnings
from Bangladesh government
against trespassing, the warships
of Myanmar continued to roam
around. This was indeed a worry-
INg sign.

Myanmar may have sus-
pended their illegal exploration
in the Bay, but nobody knows
what they will do in future. Our
foreign policy on some countries
should be more focused and
stringent.

MinhajAhmed
Uttara, Dhaka

Commuters'

nightmare
With gas prices ever on the rise,
people living farther from the

workplace, and traffic conditions
worsening by the week, the daily
commute is increasingly having
an impact on our wallets and our
lifestyles -- as well as global cli-
mate change. From getting the
best gas mileage to work-from-
home jobs to reducing air travel
and international travel (by hold-
ing teleconferences, for exam-
ple), improving your commute
means improving your quality of
life.

Since 1960, the number of
miles Americans travel each year
has more than tripled.
Meanwhile, fuel economy of
passenger vehicles has
decreased. Between 1993 and
2003, greenhouse gas emissions
from transportation went up
nearly 25 percent, according to a
report by the US EPA. And despite
the fact that nobody likes sitting
in traffic, we are increasingly
driving to work alone in our cars,
all the while contributing to
global warming and making
ourselves miserable.

In fact, light-duty vehicles -
that's passenger cars, vans,
minivans, SUVs, and pickup
trucks -- account for 62 percent of
all greenhouse gas emissions in
the U.S., says the EPA. Passenger
cars alone are responsible for 35
percent of that, and are the larg-
est contributor of any vehicle
category, above even heavy-duty
vehicles and aircraft. Consider
now that for each gallon of gas a
car burns, it emits about 20
pounds of carbon dioxide.
Multiply that by a daily commute
of 40 miles for a car that gets 24
miles per gallon, and you have a
car that's spewing out more than
8,000 pounds of CO2 for its com-
mute each year. Saving just a few
gallons of gas each week can
reallyadd up.

Farjana Afrin
Mirpur
Dhaka

CTG slackening its grip?
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We do not want to believe the present caretaker government
basically stood on the quick sands. The army stepped for-
ward to save our country from a civil war or some happen-
ings extremely deleterious for the country at that crucial
time. The then caretaker government, the Election
Commission and the militant political parties were
obsessed with playing a highly destructive game. The peo-
ple became helpless spectators having no direction as to
what to do. At that crucial juncture the army came to their
rescue and the present caretaker government came into
being. Soitwill notbe wrong to presume that this caretaker
government stood basically on a hard ground backed by the
strong custodian of our sovereignty. It performed a lot of
good jobs for the country and the people and made some
mistakes also during its tenure of eighteen or nineteen
months. Itis our bad luck that the evil forces prevalentin our
country have become triumphant again to portray the good
jobs as bad and the mistakes as blunders. They restored
their grip on the politics of the country and want all their
criminal hands outofhandcuffs.

May be so or something else, the hard ground under its
feet seems to have retreated itself to a distance at the fagend
and the caretaker government is taking tottering steps. This
may hasten its exit and throw the country to the same or

WOrse Swoop again.
Molla A. Latif
Kapasia, Gazipur

Obama and Latin
America

One would imagine that America's
southern neighbours would have
been electrified at the prospectof a
black person running their north-
ern neighbour. Guess what?

Only 29% thought a Barack "bio-
fuel” Obama victory would be good
for their country; 8% thought the
other cove would be better; and -
wait for it! - 30% believed there
would be no difference whatso-
ever, while full 31% were totally
ignorant of the proceedings. That
means a whopping 61% were indif-
ferent to the so-called "epochal”
election.

Being so close to Uncle Sam,
these guys know that nothing
changes for them; indeed, after

9/11. when Europe, Canada and
even Iran were crying rivers, Latin
Americans did not mount a single
vigil; they felt that America
deserved it. One more observation:
afewyears ago the first Amerindian
president, Evo Morales, was
elected Bolivia's president - the
world did not even notice!

Why? For one thing, persecution
of both slaves and natives was less
intense in the Iberian colonies than
the Anglo-Saxon one up above;
secondly, Bolivia hurts nobody but
itself, while America hurts every-
body, including some of its own
people.

As a Latin American leader once
lamented: "So far from God, and so
close to America”.

Iftekhar Sayeed
Dhanmandi, Dhaka
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