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Four Palestinians dead

INTERNATIONAL

in Gaza border clashes

AFP, Gaza City

[sraeli troops killed four armed
Palestinians in a gunbattle on the
Gaza border yesterday that rattled
a nearly five-month lull, the Israeli
army and Palestinian medics said.

"Four militants were killed and
were transferred to Nasser
Hospital® in the south of the Gaza
Strip, amedic said.

Witnesses said the militants
were from the Islamist Hamas
movement which controls the
Gaza Strip.

An Israeli army spokeswoman
said: "Troops identified hitting the
four Palestinians and later found
firearms and grenades on their
bodies.”

The gunbattle broke out after
[sraeli armoured vehicles crossed

into the Hamas-controlled terri-
tory near the city of Khan Yunis,
Palestinian witnesses and sequrity
officials said.

The army said mortar rounds
were fired into Israel and that it
responded with two air strikes just
inside Gaza.

Meanwhile, two aircraft carried
out strikes in open areas several
hundred metres (yards) inside the
Gaza Strip, an Israeli military
spokeswoman said, adding there
were
casualties

Militants fired several mortar
rounds into southern Israel, caus-
ing no damage or casualties, she
said.

"A force identified and opened
fire at armed men approaching the
border security barrier in an area

no immediate reports of

near Khan Yunis," the army spokes
woman told AFP, adding that
exchanges of fire were still under
way.

Outgoing Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert on Tuesday warned of a
looming confrontation with the
[slamist Hamas movement which
controls the Gaza Strip despite the
Egyptian-mediated June 19
ceasefire.

"I have no doubt that the
situation between us and Hamas
is an unavoidable pre
confrontation situation,” Olmert
sald while touring the military
headquarters responsible for the
Gazaregion

"It's only a question of time
and not a question of if," his
office quoted him as saying on
the tour,
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An impoverished Palestinian boy walks amidst shacks and rubbish at a poverty-stricken southern Gaza City neigh-
borhood yesterday. The UN saysmore than half of residents in the Gaza Strip are living under the poverty line. Living
_conditions in Gaza have deteriorated because of the two-year long Israeli blockade imposed against the territory's

Hamas rulers.

CIA, NI directors

expect to lose jobs
under Obama

AI P, Washington
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The current chiefs of National
Intelligence and the CIA expect to
be replaced when Barack Obama
takes over as US president on
January 20, the Washington Post
reported yesterday.

Several senior Democrats
oppose keeping National
Intelligence director Mike
McConnell and Central Intelligence
Agency director Michael Hayden in
their jobs, the newspaper sald,
citing unnamed senior US intelli-
gence officials.

Their public support for contro-
versial George W. Bush administra-
tion policies such as the tough
interrogation of terror suspects and
the tapping telephone calls, had
alienated the politicians.

A Democrat on the Senate intelli-
gvnrc committee told the Post there
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wasa"consensus” view on their fate.

Names being floated in the media
as possible replacements include
retiring Republican Senator Chuck
Hagel, and John Brennan, a former
top CIA official who heads Obama's
intelligence transition team.

Both McConnell and Hayden
want to remain on the job, the Post
reported.

Obama transition officials have
not announced any appointments
of senior government officials
beyond the president-elect's chief
of staff, and have said that none are
expected this week.

McConnell is a retired Navy
admiral who took over as national
intelligence director in February
2007. He is the second person to
hold the job, which was created
following the September 11, 2001
terrorist attacks in the United
States.

UN sees szgmﬁcant
improvement in

Iraqi access to food

AFP, Baghdad

[raq's poor has had better access
to food supplies over the past
three years as security improved
but the overall situation remains
"highly volatile,” a UN report said
yesterday.

A hefty new report released by
the UN World Food Programme
and unveiled at a press confer-
ence in Baghdad cites "signifi-
cant improvement” since 2005 in
access to food among the poorest
Iraqis.

Three years ago, an estimated
four million people (15.4 percent
of the population) were "food
insecure” and another 8.3 million
(31.8 percent) would have been
considered as such if they did not
receive government food hand-
outs

Today, 930,000 Iraqis 3.1
percent of all households) are
considered "food insecure” while
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' economic access to sufficient,

another 2.8 million people (9.4
percent) are "extremely depend-
ent” on government-supplied
rations, thereportsaid.

The report warns however that
another descent into violence
could reverse the positive trends,
particularly by hindering the
government's ability to distribute
food to needy families.

Iraq has seen significant
Improvements in security over
the past year as US and Iraqi
forces have flooded former
insurgent and militia strong-
holds and recruited local tribes
and families to help patrol their
own regions.

The resulting decline in vio-
lence has led to an improvement
in the overall economy and
allowed the Iraqi government and
internatipnal aid workers to
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the report said. Thaksin returned to Thailand in |  §
The UN defines food security | February this year but swiftly fled | Holborn CUHQQE

as having "physical, social and | again in August after his wife was | wwwholborncollege.ac.uk

safe and nutritious food which
meets dietary needs and food
preferences for an active and
healthy life.”

People cry at a funeral ceremony for some of the twenty who died on board the Akula-class submarine, in

Komsomolsk-on-Amur yesterday, Twenty people, including three naval officers and 17 civilians, were killed on
November 9 by inhaling poison freon gas after the vessel’

seatrials inthe Sea of Japan,

s fire-extinguishing system accidentally activated during
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Malaysia will
allow Thaksin
to transit

AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysia would not object to for-
mer Thai premier Thaksin
Shinawatra travelling through its
territory, but any request for asy-
lum would have to be evaluated,
Foreign Minister Rais Yatim has
said.

"It would be all right for Thaksin
if he wants to pass through
Malaysia. However, if he wants to
stay here, then the matter would
have to be looked into,” he said in
comments reported Wednesday
that were confirmed by his aides.

However, Rais did not say
whether any request for transit or
asylum had been received.

Thaksin, toppled in a military
coup in September 2006, was last
month sentenced in absentia to
two years in jail by a Thai court for
conflict of interest after helping his
wife buy state-owned land when he
was premier.

He has spent most of his time
since the coup in self-imposed
exile in Britain, where he bought
and -then mld \rIancheater le}

sentenced to three years in jail for
taxevasion.

However,
revoked his visa, without explain-
iIng why.

Britain recently |

Study for a UK degree in London
Foundation « BA » LLB * Pre-Masters « LLM * MBA k)

* Competitive fees
* Prestigious university degrees

Holborn College is one of the Iungest established private
colleges of higher education in the UK. Ms S. Norman,
International Marketing Manager, will be conducting

interviews and offering on-the-spot admissions as follows:

Date:
Venue:

Saturday 15 November

British Council
5 Fuller Road
Dhaka-1000

11am - 5pm

For more information or to make an
appointment, please contact YES

Time:

Time:
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Date:
Venue:

IKAPLAN)

* Small class sizes
- English language support

Sunday 16 November

House #39/A
2nd Floor, Road #8 l

Dhanmondi R/A
Dhaka

2pm- 5pm
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Join the I’Vinning 1 eam

Barakatullah Electro Dynamics Limited (BEDL) is an independent power producing company, established in 2007 with
the main focus on power generation in Bangladesh. We believe that it is the organizational strength that has enabled us to
achieve market leadership. If you share similar values and have the passion for a rewarding career in line with our rapid
growth then we are the right organization to work together towards excellence. BEDL is an equal opportunity employer
offering competitive remuneration, attractive employee benefit and friendly working environment.
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1. Plant Manager
Ehglblllty (1) B. Sc Engmeermg (Mechamcal or Electrical ), minimum 15 years practlca] experience ‘out of which at Ieast
10 years in operation, maintenance and management of power plant; or
(ii) Class -I, Motor (Marine) degree holder, minimum 15 years practical experience out of which at least 5 years as Chief
Engineer of sea going vessels.
ke 2. Maintenance Engineer (Mech. /Elec.) | "
Eilglbﬁlty_a) B. Sc. Engg in Electrical & Electronics with pracncal experience in electrical maintenance works preferably
in power plants for a minimum of 3 years; or  B. Sc. Engg. in Mechanical with practical experience in mechanical
maintenance works preferably in power plants for a minimum of 4 years; or
(ii) Diploma in Marine Engineering & NTC-3 holder having practical mechanical maintenance experience for a minimum of
S years at least 3 years as NTC holder; or
(iii) Diploma in Electrical/Electronics/Mechanical/Power/Marine Engineering with practical electrical maintenance
experience preferably in power plants/gen-sets maintenance for a minimum of 8 years.
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Ehglblllty (1) B Sc Engg in Mechamcal/Electncal & Electronics/Chemical; or
(ii) Diploma Engg with 6 years practical experience as Operator or 3 years as Sr. Operator in a reputable Power Company.

B ~ 4. Operator (Mech. /Elec.) | mw?i:j:ﬂ:_ﬂ k3

Ehglblhty D1ploma Engg in ElectrlcaUEle-ctromcsfMechamcalfPowerfManne w1th minimum 3 years experience requued
preferably in power plant operation & maintenance.
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BREET 5 .Technician (mech./Elec.)
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_ Ehglblhty (:) Dlploma Engg in Mechanical/ Power / Marine/ Electrical/ Electronics with minimum 3 years experience

preferably in power plant maintenance; or
(ii) Diploma in Engg. with minimum 3 years practical experience as Asstt. Technician in a reputable Power Company.
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- st " 6. Assistant Technician (Mech./Elec.) .
Ehglblhty (1) Dlploma Engg in Mechanical/ Power / Marine/ Electrical/ Electronics with some Or N0 expenencc. or

(ii) SSC having Trade certificate in Power/ Marine/ Electrical/ Electronics with minimum 3 years working experience.
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Pay: Monthly remuneration for each post will be commensurate with qualification and experience in the pay scale of the |

company. Candidates may mention their minimum expectation.
Other benefits for all posts: Contributory provident fund, gratuity, festival bonus, free bachelor accommodation (if posted

at plant site) & leave entitlement as per company service rule.
Age Limit: For Sl. No.l, below 45 years. For all other posts below 35 years. Relaxable for exceptionally qualified

candidates.
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If you th:nk you are the nght person we are lookmg for, please send your complete resuinc along w:th 2 coplcs recent
passport size photograph to Director- Human Resource Department, Barakatullah Electro Dynamics Ltd. Azadi-102,

Mirboxtola, Sylhet-3100 or mail your resume info@bedl.com on or before 25 November 2008.
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At Prime Locations

® Gulshan @ Niketan 5 it
® Banani @ Kakrail .
® Uttara ® Palton

| ® Dhaka Cantonment
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Shamsul Alamin Real Estate Ltd.
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‘REHAB Fa:r—2008

. Head Office: Alamin Centre, 25/A, Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000
T 10 e . Hot line: 01711-816206, 01720-106996, 01819-660344
ks R F e ; 01712-518851, 01711-680972
Venue: Bz'ingladt.ash-Chma . Fax: 88-02-9564512, e-mail: alamincity@sagbd.com
Friendship Conference Center: Web: www.alamincity.com
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Web : www.missiongroupbd.com
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Corporate Office : Tel:8918149,8950081, 8950082, 8924002

1713 488800,01713 488865
Chittagong Office: Tel:031-2571135,01713 488871,01713 488872
Cox's Bazar Office: Tel:034151245,034151246,01713 488875
E-mail :info@missiongroupbd.com, missionproperties@yahoo.com
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