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Pakistan president sees
success in militant war

Six Taliban killed in Pak airstrikes

AP, AFP, Islamabad/ Khar

Pakistan 1s succeeding in its fight
against Islamic extremists close to
the border with Afghanistan, even
though the campaign is being
hampered by US missile strikes in
the region, the country’s president
said yesterday.

Asif All Zardari told The
Associated Press in an interview he
expects US President-elect Barack
Obama to take a "new look” at
Pakistan's objections to the missile
artacks on suspected al-Qaeda and
Taliban targets; but that did not
Know it Obamawould halt them.

The United States is pressing
Pakistan to take more action against
militants in its rugged and lawless
northwest border area, which many
consider the global front line in the
hightagainstal-Qaeda.

Pakistan has pursued a military
campaign in a tribal region in the
northwest since August that ofh-
cials say has killed 1,500 suspected
insurgents.

US officials say it has helped
stem the flow of fighters into neigh-
bouring Afghanistan, where they
are blamed for rising attacks on
American troops.

“I thaink from where it was when

we took over, we are in a much
better place,” said Zardari about
the military operation in Bajur
tribal region.

Since August, the United States
is believed to have launched at
least 18 missile strikes on militant
targets from unmanned drones
believed launched from neigh-
bouring Afghanmstan.

The attacks have killed some
militants, but many of the dead
have been civilians, Pakistani
officials say. US military Gen David
Petracus said last week that the
missile strikes had killed three top
extremists leaders.

Pakistani leaders have con-
demned the strikes.

Meanwhile, at least six sus-
pected militants were killed
Monday when Pakistani jets bom-
barded Taliban hideouts in a restive
tribal region near the Afghan bor-
der, officials said.

The air strikes targeted the
towns of Sewail and Damadola in
Bajaur district where Pakistani
forces have clashed with Taliban
and al-Qaeda-linked militants for
the past three months, local
administration official Jamil Khan
told AFP

PHOTO: AFP
EU foreign policy chief Javier Solana (R) speaks with British Foreign
Minister David Miliband (L) and his Polish counterpart Radoslaw Sikorski (C)
before a General Affairs and Defence Council meeting yesterday at EU head-
quarters in Brussels.
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EU FMs review future
relations with Russia

AFP, Brissels

European Union foreign ministers
moved Monday towards reopening
frozen talks with Russia, seeking to
overcome resistance from
Lithuania and Poland by promising
notto go softon Moscow.

Four days ahead of an EU-Russia
summit in Nice, southern France,
the European foreign ministers
were hoping to reach a unified
position on relaunching the wide-
ranging partnership talks which
were suspended after Russia's
militaryaction in Georgiain August.

Britain and Sweden, formerly
reticent to reopen the talks, issued a
joint statement in support of the
negotiations, while promising to
maintain a tough line with Moscow.

"We believe that the EU should
be clear about the basis on which it
is resuming the negotiations,”
British Foreign Secretary David
Miliband and his Swedish counter-

part Carl Bildt said in the state-
ment.

We are not returning to business
as usual, nor are we turning the
pageon the conflictin Georgia.

“The EU will stick to the tough
mandate that has been agreed for the
negotiations,” added the statement
released at thestartof talks in Brussels.

EU foreign policy chief Javier
Solana said he hoped the key talks
with Moscow could soon resume,
but echoed that it would not be
"businessasusual”,

‘I think there is a possibility,”
that the talks could resume soon,
sald Solana, adding: "I hope very
much that will be the case.”

Most EU nations would like to
see the wide-ranging partnership
talks, suspended after Russia's
military campaign in Georgia in
August, to be reopened before the
end of the year, with hopes that an
announcement can be made in
Niceon Friday.
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women and children, and dozens wounded in the double bom_b

rock the Iraqi capital in months.

PHOTO: AFP
The scene of a twin bombing, a car bomb and a suicide bombing, along the Kassra Street lined with restaurants and

coffee shops in the Sunni district of Adhamiyah in Baghdad yesterday. At least 28 people were killed, including

Ing in a Baghdad yesterday, the deadliest attack to

Obama to

redssess

strategy on Pakistan,
Afghanistan

THE DAWN, Washington

One of the first priorities of the
Obama administration will be to
reassess US strategy for Afghanistan
and Pakistan, hisaides say.

And as a first step, he has
appointed Bruce Riedel, a former
CIA official and adviser to three US
presidents on South Asia and the
Middle East as his adviser on
Pakistan.

His aides say that Obama is
impressed with Mr Riedel's views
and it was on his advice that
Obama spoke of the need toresolve
the Kashmir dispute in an inter-
view with a US television network
last weekend,

According to these aides, one of
Riedel's long-time themes is that
resolving the Kashmir dispute is
essential for fighting terrorism.

But in doing so, Riedel does not
emphasise the need to restoring
the right of self-determination to
the people of Kashmir. Instead, he
advocates finding a solution that

satisfies India and ends Pakistan's
excuse forlingering the dispute.

A major part of Riedel's theory
for ending contflicts in South Asia
deals with persuading Pakistan to
accept India's influence in the
region and stop its efforts to coun-
ter India by promoting its own
interestsin places like Afghanistan.

By persuading India and
Pakistan to resolve the Kashmir
dispute, Riedel also hopes to refo-
cus the Pakistani military on fight-
ing militants within its border, a
point Obama also stressed in his
interview to CNN last week. But
this over-emphasis on the military
option is already worrying experts
ontheAfghan conflict.

Ahmed Rashid, a Pakistani
journalist who 1s now an adviser to
the Commander US Central
Command Gen David Petraeus,
said in an interview that instead of
over-emphasising the military
option, the Obama administration
should develop “a regional
approach” to ending the conflict in
Afghanistan and Pakistan:

Baby dates with destiny

FROM PAGE 16

Doctors at DMCH say Ahnaf has
received 20 percent burn injuries
including to his eyes and head.
Theyseelittle hope of his survival.

Ahnaf’'s mother received 30
percent burn injuries and her legs
broke when she jumped out
through the window of the bus to
save herselfand her baby.

Project Director of the burn
unit Dr Samantalal Sen said,
“Just because the law is not
being implemented, eleven
people are dead today. This little
boy, whose life is yet to begin, is
also struggling for his life.”

Every year a significant num-
ber of people including children
and women become the victims
of acid burns. Though two laws
have been enacted in 2002 to
control the sale and distribution
of acid to curb acid crime, acid
violence and related incidents
continue, he added.

Executive Director of Acid
Survivors Foundation (ASF)
Monira Rahman said, "The law
talks about handling acid
through utmost security. But it
does not specify the cautionary
measures needed while trans-
porting the toxic chemical.”

“Atthe same time, the govern-
ment has little or no monitoring
mechanism for this though there
1s a district committee at every
district under the National Acid
Control Council,” she said.

“The district acid control
committees are not active and
even the depuly commissioners
often don't know how many
people in his district are involved
in the use, sale and transport of
acid,” Monira said.

Deputy Commissioner of
Dhaka Mohammad Zillar
Rahman said, "Though people

seem to be careful about their
work when they apply for a
licence and commit to maintain
utmost security, they don't do the

same once they get theirlicence.”

‘And since we don't have a
strong monitoring system, we
don't know who are violating the
law,” he confessed.

Experts say that cautionary
messages should be clearly writ-
ten on the vehicles carrying acid
and at the same time these vehi-
cles should have special traffic
clearance to transportacid.

They also stressed that such
corrosive chemicals are always
carried in covered vans and, if
needed, the vehicles carrying
such items halted during busy
hours or heavy traffic.

Eight other people burnt on
that day in Comilla in the acci-
dentare being treated at the burn
unitof DMCH.

Among them, Faysal, 26, a
student of Bangladesh University
of Engineering and Technology
(BUET), is now not certain if he
will recover in time to appear for
his final examinations starting on
November 24.

On the fateful day, Faysal was
travelling to Chittagong from
Dhaka to be able to accompany
his younger sister who is sitting
for her medical college admission
test.

A visibly worried and upset
Faysal said that he had only
informed his father that he was
not well and had not told him
about the acid burn.

"My father won't be able to
tolerate it if he gets to know,”
Faysal said as he burstinto tears.

Meanwhile the three-member
Investigation committee formed
last Thursdav under Additional
District Magistrate, Comilla,
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Nazmul Haque has begun its
investigation.

The committee is supposed to
submit its report to the deputy
commissioner within a week.

A case was also filed under five
sections of Penal Code, though
not under the Acid Control Act, as
It was an accident.

The drivers of the bus and
truck are the accused in the cases
filed but it is not known whether
they were hurt or killed in the
accident on the day, Monjurur
Rahman, Deputy Commissioner
of Comillasaid.

New schedule

FROM PAGE 1

schedule may be changed again.
But we hope the government and
the Election Commission will not
in any way defer the election date,
nowscheduled for December 18."

"If the elections are not held in
December, it will be disastrous for
Bangladesh,"” he said.

Asked to clarify what he meant
by disastrous, he explained that if
the elections are not held in
December there will be political
uncertainty. He said the caretaker
government's mandate comes to
an end in December and after that
whatgovernment will take over?

The Indian high commissioner
told reporters that he and Hasina
did not discuss politics and he only
enquired about Hasina's health
and the treatment she had under-
gone..

Pinak said, "We hear that the
polls will be held on December 18
anditshould be held."

When his attention was drawn
to the political parties' demand for
not holding the elections under the

| state of emergency, the envoy said,

~That is the decision the parties in

. discussion with the government

and Election Commission have to
He said, "Discussions are
goingonso, Lhope for the best."
Ashraf said during her meeting
with envoys of different countries
Hasina said the polls must be held
on December 18 because without
an elected government normalcy

. will not return to the economic,

social and political arenas,

A constitutional government,
which will come through elections,
can only attract foreign invest-
ment, control commodity prices
and create employment,” Ashraf
quoted Hasina as saying,

He said the Indian envoy said

| they want to see elections are held
here like in other democratic

nations and they are ready to
extend their help in this regard.

US tforces conducted
secret operations
in Pakistan, Syria

AP, Washingion

The US military has conducted
nearly a dozen secret operations
against al-Qaeda and other terrorist
groups In Syria, Pakistan and other
countries since 2004, The New York
Timesreported Sunday night.
Citing anonymous US officials,
the Times story said the operations
were authorised by a broad classi-
fied order that then-Defence
secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
signed and President Bush
approved in spring 2004, The order
gave the military authority to

attack al-Qaeda anywhere in the |

world and to conduct operations in
countries that were not at war with
the US.

One such operation was the Oct.
26 raid inside Syria, the Times
reported. Washington hasn't for-
mally acknowledged the raid, but
US officials have said the target was
a top al-Qaeda in Iraq figure. Syria
has asked for proof and said eight
civiians were killed in the attack.

In another mission, in 2006,

terrorist compound in Pakistan's
tribal areas.

" Navy SEALs raided a suspected |
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PHOTO: INTERNET

A male sea spider carries its eggs on specially adapted appendages under
its body in this undated handout. It is one of many possible new species from
the Antarctic. The $650 million ‘Census of Marine Life' is on track for comple-
tion in 2010, assessing about 230,000 known marine species, a statement

said. It has identified 5,300 likely new species, of everything from fish or
corals. So far, 110 have been confirmed as new.

Sea census leads to
discoveries of

marine wonders

AP, Washington

A city of brittle stars off the coast of
New Zealand, an Antarctic express-
way where octopuses ride along in
a flow of extra salty water and a
carpet of tiny crustaceans on the
Gulf of Mexico sea floor are among
the wonders discovered by
researchers compiling a massive
censusofmarine life.

"We are still making discover-
ies,” but researchers also are busy
assembling data already collected
into the big picture of life in the
oceans, senior scientist Ron O'Dor

said.,

The fourth update of the census
was released Sunday ahead of a
meeting ofhundreds of researchers

that begins Tuesday in Valencia,
Spain, More than®2,000 scientists
from 82 nations are taking part in
the project, which is to be com-
pletedin 2010, |
A discovery that delights O'Do F
is that many deep-ocean octo- |
puses share an Antarctic origin, As 1'
the Antarctic got colder, ice |
increased and octopuses were
forced into deeper water, he said i1
atelephoneinterview.

“

Thailand to push tor Thaksin

extradition wherever he goes
Manila will not give him refuge

AFP, Bangkok

Thai authorities vowed yesterday
to press for the extradition of
Thaksin Shinawatra no matter
where he lives, as the ousted prime
minister searched for a refuge after
Britainrevoked his visa.

Thaksin, toppledinamilitarycoup
In September 2006, was last month
sentenced 1n absentia to two years in
jail for conflict of interest after helping
his wife Pojaman buy state-owned
land when he was premier.

Local media reported that the
multi-millionaire is in China, with
some saying he is set to fly to the
Philippines, whichThai Prime Minister
Somchai Wongsawat -- Thaksin's
brother-in-law--visited Monday:

“No matter China or the
Philippines, we have an extradition
treaty with both countries,” Sirisak
Tiypan, director general for inter-
national affairs of the Office of the
Attorney General, told AFP.

Philippines Préesident Gloria

Arroyo’s spokesman said Monday
that Thaksin would be turned away
if he applied for asylum, although
the country said it had not received
anyrequest.

"He will be courteously
informed that he will not be
received here,” spokesman Jesus
Dureza told local television.

Sirisak said that even if Thaksin
decides to live in a country with which
Thailand has no extradition treaty,
authorities could ask for him to be
handed overon areciprocal basis.

The Bahamas, Bermuda and
several countries in Africa that are
not believed to have extradition
agreements with Thailand have
reportedly offered to take iIn
['haksin and his wife.

Aldes said however that Thaksin
may head for the United Arab
Emirates.

'If he can't go anywhere, he
plans to stay long in Dubai,” one
Thaksin aide said on condition of
anonymity.

Thaksin has spent most of his
time since the 2006 coup in self-
imposed exile in Britain, where he
bought and subsequently sold
Manchester City football club to
a United Arab Emirates-based
Investment group.

He returned to Thailand in
February this year, but swiftly
fled again in August after his wife
was sentenced to three years in
jail for tax evasion.

Sirisak said Thaksin has until
the end of next week to appeal
against his conviction, but the
ex-premier's legal advisor said
he would not challenge the
decision

"We will not appeal,” said the
advisor, Wichit Plangsriskul.

"However we have not

received any contact from
Thaksin. Itis possible that Thaksin
and Pojaman will return to

Thailand to fight the charges when
the justice process is back to nor-
mal,” Wichitsaid.

at =

O NSO A LN

w

Chief Financial Officer (CFO)

Branch Manager/Operation Manager - (Asst. Vice President to Vice President)
Credit Risk/Credit Administration - ( Senior Officer to Vice President)
Financial Analyst - (Senior Officer to Vice President)
Foreign Exchange - ( Senior Officer to Vice President)
Internal Control & Compliance - ( Senior Officer to Vice President)
Business Promotion - Liability ( Senior Officer to Vice President)
Retail/SME Banking - ( Senior Officer to Vice President)
Management Information System (MIS) - (Senior Officer to First Asst. Vice President)

with

10. Brand Communication - (Senior Officer to Vice President)
11. Technical - ( Senior Officer to Vice President)

N CFO-FCA

N Computer literacy.
v" Required Experience -

v" Pre-requisite to apply for the above positions:

In all positions age should not exceed 40 years except the position of CFO as on 30/11/2008.
Age limit for CFO is 45 years.

v" Required Qualification -

N MIS - Masters in Statistics, Accounting/Information Technology.

N Financial Analyst - MBA, major in Finance, Banking or Accounting from a reputed University with no
3rd class in any of the examinations.

N Technical - B.Sc. Engineering (Civil/Electrical/Textiles).

N Other Positions - Masters in any discipline preferably MBA from a reputed University with no
3rd class in any of the examinations.

N CFO should have 7-10 years experience in finance and accounts department in any bank/financial
Institutions and 3-5 years experience as CFO preferably in banks

B.5c.Engineer (Civil) should have proven expertise in interior and exterior design of office

N Senior Officer - 6 years, Executive Officer - 7 years, Senior Executive Officer - 8 years

N Asst. Vice President - 10 years, First Asst. Vice President - 12 years, Vice President - 14 years

In case of highly competent candidates, educational qualifications and experience may be relaxed.
Competitive remuneration and benefits will be offered to the deserving candidates with clear

career path for strong performers. Only shortlisted candidates will be called for an interview.

If you think, you are the right person we are looking for, please send your complete resume and
two recent passport size colored
Vice President, Human Resources Management Division,

bhotographs to
United Commercial Bank Limited,

~cdreer
UucB

United Commercial Bank Limited, a
leading first generation private commercial
bank is looking for highly capable, self
motivated,
performance driven individuals for the
following positions:

committed, energetic and

60 Motijheel Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000 by 25/11/2008. Please clearly mention the name

of the position applied for on top of the envelope.




