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154 more polling centres in
six northern districts

Voters decline by about 6 lakh: Controversial centres
set up for 2007 polls cancelled

E A M ASADUZZAMAN, Nilphamari

District election offices have final-
ised list of 2,554 polling centres in
Nilphamari, Kurigram, Lalmonir-
hat, Gaibandha, Thakurgaon and
Panchagarh districts against its
earlier number of 2,400 prepared
before the parliament election
scheduled for January 22 last year
(later postponed).

As many as 154 polling centres
were added in the area despite
decrease in the number of voters by
about six lakh as some new centres
were set up to comply with the EC
rules for keeping a polling centre
for every 2500 to 3000 voters.

The hurriedly set up ‘controver-
sial' polling centres prior to last
year's postponed election were
either cancelled or shifted to 'neu-
tral’ places.

This time the EC authorised
district election officers to set up
polling centres where necessary
while concerned deputy commis-
sioners earlier conducted the task.

The numbers of voters in the
area is now 57 lakh while it was
about 62.7 lakh according to the list
prepared in 2006, said District
Election Office sources i1n
Nilphamari, Kurigram, Lalmonir-

hat, Gaibandha, Thakurgaon and
Panchagarh.

In Nilphamari 459 vote centres
have been set up this time while it
was 403 before last year's post-
poned election. In Kurigram,
Lalmonirhat and Gaibandha, the
number of polling centres are 662,
311 and 536 against 657, 262 and
521 last year. In Thakurgaon and
panchagarh the number of vote
centres are 360 and 226 against 333
and 224 lastyear.

The number of polling booths is
13,688 while it was 11,590 last year.
As per EC rules, a polling boothis to
be set up for every 400 voters in
average.

The Election Commission has
kept a provision for setting up a
polling centre for every 2500 to
3000 voters. But prior to last year's
postponed election, the rule was
not followed in many cases and
there were even 5,000 to 7,000
voters against a centre in some
places, District Election Office
sources said.

“Parliament and upazila
parishad elections will be held in
December in the same vote cen-
tres. The voters would have to cast
vote in three ballot papers in
Upazila Parshad election, one for

Upaqzila Parishad chairman,
another for male vice chairman
and the other for female vice
chairman. This would need much
time. So, the number of vote cen-
tres has been increased for
smooth voting,” said Kurigram
District Election Officer Md
Zulhasuddin.

“From the experience of elec-
tion in four city corporations and
nine municipalities, maximum
presence of voters is expected in
the upcoming polls in December.
The polling centres have been
increased as per Election
Commission rule. It was needed for
convenience of voters,” Nilpha-
mari District Election Officer
Sekander Alisaid.

In the second week of October
this year, authorities published a
primary list of 2,472 polling cen-
tres in the six districts. Complaints
and recommendations from the
voters concerned were considered
before finalising the list of polling
centres, election office sources
said.

Prior to the postponed election
of January 22 last year, the then
election authority hurriedly set up
3400 more new polling centres
throughout the country in addition

10 29,978 centres set up for the 2001
elections. At that time a good num-
ber new vote centres were set up in
the six districts.

The opposition parties at that
time raised allegations that certain
political quarters managed to set
up those new polling centres to
favour ruling party candidates to
manipulate the January 22 elec-
tions.

While making primary lists of
polling centres for the election
scheduled for December this year,
district and upazila election offices
found authenticity of the allega-
tions. The 'controversial' centres
were shifted to 'neutral’ places or
cancelled before publishing the
primary list of polling centres in
October. A few polling centres were
shifted as they became vulnerable
duetoriver erosion,

“Controversial polling centres
have been shifted or cancelled. The
Election Commission this year
authorised district election officers
to take decision about setting up
new polling centres where neces-
sary. Earlier it was the task of dep-
uty commissioners,” said Suvas
Chandra Sarker, acting deputy
election commissioner of Rangpur
region.

Jhenidah
Chhatra Dal
leader sent to jail

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Detective Branch (DB) police

Saturday night arrested the presi- |

dent of the district unit of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal, Ashraful
[slam Pintu, here on charge ol
various crimes and terrorist activi-
ties, police said.

Jhenidah Police Station officer- | |5
in-charge Kazi Wajed Ali confirmed |

the incident saying the criminal
was sent to jail after producing
beloreacourt hére A hn

Earlier, he gave a confessional | B

statement at court. Accordingly, DB
police raided a betel leaf plantation
at Mukimpur village in
Harinakundu upazila and recov-
ered an LG (gun), bulletsand a hand
bomb from there.

Pintu is an accused in several
criminal cases, police further said.
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Sidr-hit farmers harvesting early paddy at Darirchar Khajuria village in Muladi upazila under Barisal district.
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Manabendra Larma's
contributions recalled

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khagrachhari

Speakers at a meeting held at
Mohazonpara here yesterday
recalled the glorious contributions
of Parbattya Chattagram Jano
Sanghati Samity (PCJSS) founder
chairman Manabendra Narayan
Larma.

The meeting was organised in
observance of the 23rd death
anniversary of the great indige-
nous leader. District PC]SS presi-
dent Rosomoy Chakma chaired
the meeting while PCJSS central
committee member Sudha
Sindhu Khisha was present as
chief guest.

During his lifetime,
Manabendra fought for establish-
ing basic rights of members of 13
neglected indigenous communi-
ties in CHT, speakers said.

The historic Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) peace accord signed
between the government and
PCJSS on December 2, 1997 was
also an outcome of his struggle,
they said.

They said the Awami League
government tried to partially
implement the CHT peace accord
but the BNP government made no
effort to implement it. They also
criticised former BNP lawmaker
Wadud Bhuiyan and his loyalists
for committing various crimes

Ex-BNP MP

Sarwar sued by

ACC for hiding
wealth info

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Anti Corruption Commission
(ACC) here filed a case against
former NNP lawmaker Shah
Shaheed Sarwar from
Mymensingh-2 constituency
(Phulpur Upazila) with Kotwall
model police station yesterday for
concealing wealth information in
his statement submitted to ACC
carlier.

ACC Assistant Director AB
Mirza Zahidul Alam, filed the case.

Shah Shaheed Sarwar was
elected MP with BNP ticket in 2001.

He allegedly earned fortune
through massive corruption and

bribe during the rule of four party
alliance,

"TORTURE' ON BNP LEADER
Court showcause
notice on Rab,
police

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

The Court of Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate's (CMM) in Barisal
yesterdayissued show cause notice
to two officials of Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) and police about
delay in presenting arrested
Babuganj upazila BNP Secretary
Shamsul Alam Fakir before the
court and physical torture on him
and his family members.

Sheikh Ahmed Ali, assistant
deputy director of Rab-8, and SI
Anwar, complainant of the case, will
have to show cause appearing in
person before the court on
November 16 about delay in pre-
senting Shamsul before the court (at
3:00pm on November 7) after his
arrestat 11:35pmon November 5.

The CMM, Mainuddin Islam
fixed November 16 for hearing the
prayer for remand against Shamsul
and also for the bail prayer submit-
ted on behalf of Shamsul.

The court also ordered to pres-
ent the 'recovered' firearm and
explain the cause of alleged physi-
cal torture on Shamsu Fakir and
family members including his wife
and children during his arrest and
further torture on Shamsul under
custody.

.| 1 The:CMM also asked the .com-.{
{| | plainant @nd+ 10 of the 'dase 1o

explain why previous 10 cases
against Shamsul Islam Fakir were
mentioned in the present case
despite the fact that police failed to
frame any charge for starting trial
in those cases.

Former BNP MP
Habib says

cases against
him false

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Satkhira

Manabendra Narayan Larma

including tender manipulation,
misappropriation of government
fund during 5-year rule of the
BNP-led 4-party alliance rule, they
said.

Among others, PCJSS leaders
Niranjana Chakma, Buddah
Kingkor Chakma and Pahari
Chattra Parishad President Ujjal
Chakma, Braja Kishore Tripura,
Advocate Supal Chakma, Hill
Women's Federation president
Zarita Chakma and secretary
Priyadarshi Chakma addressed.

Earlier, a mourning procession
was brought out in the hill town.
Several hundreds of processionists
paraded the main roads of the
town.
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Satkhira district BNP convenor and
former lawmaker Habibul Islam
Habib who got High Court bail
recently in all cases in his first
public appearance here said he is
innocent and implicated in false
cases.

Habib, accused in at least five
cases including one for murder of
Tala upazila BNP president ABM
Altaf Hossain, went into hiding to
avoid arrest soon after promulga-
tion of emergency.

He came to Satkhira after 22
months and addressed a street
corner meeting on t Tala kitchen
market premises yesterday.

Habib said he was victimised by
vested quarters who implicated him
in the cases to tarnish his image.

The vested groups tried to oust
him from politics, he claimed.

Chaired by Tala upazila BNP
convenor Miajan Moral, the meet-
ing was addressed by, among oth-
ers, district BNP leaders
Samsuzzoha Bablu, Hosne Ara
Ahmed, Emamul Islam Sharif and
MahabbatAli.

Habib was elected from
Satkhira-1 (Tala-Kalaroa) constitu-
ency as a four-party alliance candi-
datein2001.

Minu sent to
hospital

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Jailed BNP leader Mizanur
Rahman Minu was admitted to
hospital yesterday evening as he
was suffering from acute headache
and high blood pressure.

He was undergoing treatmentat
prison cell of Rajshahi Medical
College Hospital (RMCH) under Dr
Saifuddin Ekram.

“We sent him to RMCH when
his condition was deteriorating at
jail hospital”, said Harun-ur
Rashid, senior superintendent of
jail police,

“He is facing acute headache
and blood pressure. He is under
close watch”, said Dr Saifuddin.

Minu, former mayor of Rajshahi
City Corporation, was convicted
for 10 years in an extortion case.

His family sources said, he
sought stay against his conviction
and bail in the case in the High
Court. Hearing of his bail prayer is
scheduled forin this week.
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New calculation for Saitur,
Muhith as Companigan]
axed from Sylhet-1

Areas of 9 out of 19 JS seats changed in Sylhet divn

IQBAL SIDDUQUEE, Sylhet

Former lawmakers of major politi-
cal parties and new aspirants in the
upcoming parliamentary election
are making calculations anew after
delimitation of constituencies in
Sylhetregion.

They have expressed mixed
reaction over the changes made by
the Election Commission (EC).

The new delimitation has
changed areas of nine out of 19 con-
stituencies in the division. These are
four in Sylhet, two in Sunamganj and
three in Moulvibazar districts.
Constituencies in Habigan)
remained as before.

Many of the new aspirants feel
the delimitation may benefit them.
Some others however feel different.

In Sylhet district, the most
important constituency-- Sylhet-1-
- got a major change in its area.
Companiganj upazila has been
deducted from Sylhet-1 and added
to Sylhet-4 which comprised
Zaintapur and Gowainghat
upazilas earlier.

Many people in Companigan)
protested it and even filed writ
petitions against the EC decision.,
Stalwarts like BNP's M Saifur
Rahman and his contestantin 2001
election AL's AMA Muhith also
demanded keeping Companigan)
with Sylhet-1 (Sadar) as before.

Saifur defeated Muhith in 2001
polls there. Again, they are likely to
contest in the same field in the
upcoming polls. Both the rival
parties have almost equal number
of supporters in the upazila. In
2001 polls, BNP led by only about
1,000 votesin Companiganj.

Muhith however said, “As a
policy matter, I am against delimi-

AMA Muhith

tation, done by EC. It is a political
matter. The decision was supposed
to be taken politically”.

“The policy they (EC) followed is
not correct”, the bureaucrat-
turned politician said.

“The number of voters has
decreased in the constituency
(Sylhet-1) with the changes”, he
added.

He however claimed that
Companiganj is AL's area and that
the change will notaffect AL much.

On the other hand, aspirants in
Sylhet-4 constituency are not happy
with inclusion of Companiganj
upazila.

Former BNP lawmaker Dilder
Hossain Selim said, it has become a
little difficult to develop relations
with voters of a new upazila in a
short time, Besides, communica-
tion in the upazila is also not that
much developed. He however
claimed he has good links with
people of Companiganj.

Three unions of Balaganj
upazila have been cut from Sylhet-
2 (Balagaqgnj and Biswanath) and

M Saifur Rahman

added to Sylhet-3 (South Surma
and Fenchuganj).

This will not affect aspirants
much in Sylhet-2, where district
BNP convener and former law-
maker M Ilyas Ali is considered a
strong candidate. Candidates in
Sylhet-3 will have to work more now
in new areas, political analysts said.

In Sunamganj district,
Mannargaon union has been axed
from Sunamganj-4 (Sunamganj
Sadar and Biswambharpur
upazilas) and added to Sunamganj-
5 (Chhatak and Doarabazar).

Former BNP whip Fazlul Haque
Aspia, who won from Sunamganj-4
in 2001 polls, said, “As the delimita-
tion has been done in a short time,
it would create trouble for many.

“We will have to face problem’,
said Aspia, who is again set to
contest from the constituency.

In Moulvibazar, changes have
been made in three constituencies.
Candidates are making calcula-
tions anew following change in
their areas, political leaders there
said.

PRAYER FOR HUJI MEN'S REMAND
Kibria murder hearing now on Dec 9

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

A Sylhet court yesterday deferred
the date for next hearing on the
investigation officer's prayer for
remanding five Huji men including
|tsit_:hief Mufti Abdul Hannan in the

| ¥ - E

case for killing SAMS Kibria an
four others.

Judge-Shamim Mohammad
Afzal of Sylhet Divisional Speedy
Trial Tribunal fixed December 9 for
nexthearing.

“l prayed for their remand for
quizzing the Huji men as suspects in
the sensational case. After quizzing

them, Iwill be able to file the supple-
mentary charge sheet in four to six
weeks time,” the 10, Criminal
Investigation Department (CID)
ASP Md Rafiqul Islam told The Daily
Staryesterday.

The trial procedure remained
suspended for nine months due to
the absence of the tribunal judge.

Meanwhile, the High Court
order staying the trial of the two
cases, one under Explosives Act
and the other for killing, had been
vacated weeks ago.

Trial in the killing case will
resume now as the High Court stay
order had been vacated, Special

Public Prosecutor of Sylhet
Divisional Speedy Trial Tribunal,
Fokhruddin Ahmed said yesterday.

The then investigation officer of

the case, senior ASP of CID Munshi

Atiqur Rahman informed the

tribunal about additional investi-_
gation in writing on March 7 this

year. As he went on retirement in
July, ASP Rafiqul Islam took over
the charge of investigation.

Former finance minister SAMS
Kibria and four others were killed
in a grenade attack at a public
meeting at Baidderbazar of
Habiganj Sadar upazila on January
27in2005.
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