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PHOTO: STAR

Muktijoddha striker Walid (C) thumps home the winner past Rahmatganj goalkeeperAli during their B. League tie at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

Ali College lift
Souhardo Cup

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

The Government Maulana
Mohammad Ali College of Kagmari
won the Souhardo Cup football
tournament after a 1-0 win over
Tangail Municipality 1-0in the final
at the local stadium here yesterday.

Masud scored the all-important
goal in the fourth minute of the
game.

Delwar of the winning side was
adjudged the best player-of-the-
final while Awwal of Tangail Zila
Krira Sangstha was given the award
for the player-of-the-tournament
afterscoring seven goals.

On November 5, Ali College
reached the final after defeating
Government Saadat College of
Karatia in a tiebreaker after the
regulation time ended 1-1 in the
first semifinal while Tangail
Municipality beat Tangail Zila Krira
Sangstha, also in tiebreaker after
the match remained goalless in the
stipulated time in the second

SPORTS REPORTER

The 29th National Cricket
Championship will begin across
the country from November 10.

The first round matches will be
held till November 17 at eight
venues with teams expected from
every district.

The Dhaka Division matches
will be held in Tangail and Faridpur
while the matches of the
Chittagong Division will be held in
Noakhali. Dinajpur and Rajshahi
will host matches of the northern
division while Khulna Division
matches will be held in Jessore.
Pirojpur will host Barisal Division
games while Sylhet's matches will
be held in the northeastern town.

Dhaka are the reigning champi-
ons of the competition.

DIVIIFOOTBALL

Ismail struck a hattrick to power East
End Club to a 6-0 win over Prantik
Krira Chakra in the Metropolis

| Second Division Football League at

LOCAL SNIPPETS

Later, Jalil scored the match-
winning goal in the 67th minute.

In today's matches, Police AC
take on Bangladesh Boys and
Basabo Tarun Sangha face Little
Friends Club.

DIVIHOCKEY

Police Athletics Club notched up a
2-0 victory over Mukta Bihanga
Tarun Sangha in the Green Delta
First Division Hockey League at the
Maulana Bhasani National Hockey
Stadium yesterday.

Khairul and Rana scored two
swift field goals in the 10th and 13th
minutes for the winners.

In another match, Farashganj
Sporting Club played out a goalless
draw with Urttara Hockey Club at
the samevenuein the afternoon.

SENIOR FENCING
The Best Western La Vinci Hotel 1st
Senior Fencing Championship
began at the National Sports Council
(NSC) gymnasium yesterday.

A total of 48 fencers including 20

WC cricket
preparations
behind schedule

CRICINFO, undated

The International Cricket Council
(ICC) has asked the 2011 World Cup
organising committee to begin
preparations for the tournament
for which they are already ten
months behind schedule.

India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Sri Lanka will be jointly hosting the
World Cup expected to be held in
February-March 2011.

Saleem Altaf, the Pakistan
Cricket Board's (PCB) director
general, said normally the commit-
tee started the work three years
before the tournament. "The ICC
reminded us that we are behind
schedule on the organisation of the
World Cup,” Altaf said after attend-
ing a two-day meeting of the World
Cup organising committee held
under the chairmanship of ICC
chief executive Haroon Lorgat

CITYCELL B. LEAGUE

Muktis win
at last

SPORTS REPORTER

Muktijoddha had a reason to smile
for the first time this season after
beating Rahmatganj 1-0 in the
Citycell B, League at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium
yesterday.

It was the Reds' first win in the
competition after suffering five
defeats in theirlast six outings.

Walid struck as early as the
fourth minute to take the lead and
it remained that way throughout
the match.,

Latching on to a through pass
from midfielder Sentu, the
Muktijoddha striker slammed
home a well-placed shot from eight
Lards past Rahmatganj goalkeeper

i

The win comes under new
coach Atikur Rahman, who came
into the setup just three matches
ago, the first two of which was lost
and drawn.

Muktijoddha remain in last
position with four points while
Rahmatganj remained in fourth
place despite the loss, with ten
points.

Abahani lead the table with 15
points from six matches while
Sheikh Russel are in second place
with 14 points from seven outings.

Rajib remains
in 2nd place

SPORTS REPORTER

Enamul Hossain Rajib was sharing
the second position along with 23
others with 5.5 points after the
seventh round of the 12th Bavarian
Open International Chess
Championship at Bad Wiessee in
Germany when the Bangladeshi
Grandmaster drew with German
IM Henrichs Thomas on Friday.

The Bangladeshi GM was pitted
against IM Zude Arno of Germany
inthe eighthround yesterday.

Four players shared the lead
with six points each.

Booters leave
for Myanmar

SPORTS REPORTER

| The lL::]:._’I.u:l.'«!l footbhall team left !

A Ricky revelation

iﬁ § Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

Ricky Ponting has said he was
approached by a senior member of
the India touring party during the
acrimonious Sydney Test and
asked to drop Australia’s complaint
against Harbhajan Singh.
Harbhajan was alleged to have
racially abused Andrew Symonds
during the game and Ponting said
that even before Harbhajan's
three-Test ban was handed down it
was clear the matter would not be
straightforward,

Ponting's recollections are
revealed In his Captain's Diary
2008, an extract of which has been
published in the Weekend
Australian, "On the night after we
made our on-field report about
Harbhajan, I had a phone conver-
sation with a senior member of the
Indian touring party, who asked me
straight to drop the complaint,”
Ponting wrote.

"Why do we need to keep it
quiet?” I asked. His reply had noth-
ing to do with Harbhajan's guilt or
innocence; this fellow was more
concerned with how events were
going to transpire and tried to
convince me it might not be worth
the stress of going ahead with what
might well be a prolonged legal
process.

The conversation happened
after play on Day Four, the evening
before Harbhajan was suspended
in a late-night hearing with the
match referee Mike Procter. As it
turned out, the ban was over-
turned, but only after a bitter

period during which India consid-
ered whether to go ahead with the
rest of the tour. Ponting said there
was no chance he was goingto back
down and withdraw Australia's
complaint.

I was determined to sce that
justice would be done but | knew
from the moment I put my mobile
back in my pocket that the investi-
gation might not be as straightfor-
ward as the authorities hearing the
evidence, making the right deci-
sion and then we all move on,” he
wrote. "It would not look good for
Indian cricket for one of their
senior players to be convicted of
racial abuse, and from the time
their officials realised we were not
going to give ground -- which was
probably the moment this brief
conversation ended -- they set out
to make sure thatdid nothappen.”

Ponting also detailed how he
was stopped in his tracks when he
learnt from Michael Clarke of the
alleged racism that occurred on the
third day of the Test. Ponting said
Clarke shouted: "He's done it
again. He just called Symmo a
monkeyagain.”

Ponting sald as soon as the
incident occurred he had flash-
backs of the ODI in Mumbai last
October, when Symonds had
informed the team that Harbhajan
had called him a monkey. He said
the squad had debated in Mumbai
whether to do anything about it
and Symonds eventually decided
to dealwith Harbhajan himself.

"He walked out of our dressing
room, knocked on the Indian
team’'s door, asked to see
Harbhajan, confronted him and
said flatly, 'Don’t do it again’,”

Ponting wrote. "When Symmo

returned to our room, he told us . l

that after he explained how much

the insult had affected him, while * |

Harbhajan had not admitted that
he said it, he did acknowledge thar
it was unacceptable, had apolo--—

gised for any offence, and assured ' !

Symmo there'd be no repeat.

“The two men shook hands. On ‘

that basis, we decided that the right
thing to do was exactly what our
critics told us we should have done
in Sydney: we gave him another
chance We justletitgo.” A
Ponting said that in Sydney he“
was keen to show Symonds that he
had the support of his teammates
and captain. He said' that even ')
though Sachin Tendulkar, who was -,
batting with Harbhajan at the time,

tried to smooth over the incident, b

once Ponting had mentioned it to
the umpire Mark Benson it was no
longerup to the players.

I
I

“Benson went back to his posi- |

tion, while 1 made a point, as |
walked past the two batsmen on my
way to the slip cordon, to say to the
Indian spinner, ‘I hope you haven't
sald that again',” Ponting wrote. “To

which Tendulkar promptly replied, -

‘Leave it alone. I'll fix this, I'll sort
this out.” But it was too late for that
I'd already spoken to the umpire. It
was outofmyhands.”

Ponting’s recollections came
barely a fortnight after Adam

Gilchrist reignited debate over the

Sydney Test with his autobiogra-—

phy. Gilchrist queried the change . |

in Tendulkar's evidence from the
initial hearing to the appeal and
told of the disappointment in the
Australian
Harbhajan's appeal was upheld.

Tigers' opening

FROM PAGE 17

“l am trying my best and practising
hard and it's impossible for me to
give more effort than what I am
giving now. I don't think there is
any problem in my technique and
there is any lack of concentration.
But somehow it is not happening,”
heobserved.

"You know it's hard to face the
first few deliveries and interest-
ingly I overcame the first hurdle
successfully but unfortunately was
not able to carry it but I hope it will
happen,” Tamim hoped.

Tamim admitted that the open-
ing partnership 1s a big L

ers and here a good start is very
unportant for us,” he said with a
tone of caution.

Captainﬂhas

FROM PAGE 17
Ashraful adding that Steyn swung
the ball brilliantly after taking a
newer ballin the 35th over

"There were a lot of positive
things in the match. Our bowlers did
well before the tail-end batsmen
took away the initiative in the last five
overs. We are looking forward to
plaving much better cricket in the
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Nasri Gunners'

FROM PAGE 17

following a run of seven games :

withoutdefeat.

camp when.'}

—I :
£y

I

Yet within a minute they should —;

have reduced the deficit, Cristiano

Ronaldo slotting wide from close '__J

range following a perfect lofted
cross by Park.

Rooney had a header saved
soon after, and the wvisitors then -
introduced Ryan Giggs in place of _
Anderson with 18 minutes remain-
ing in a bid to salvage something

| from the game. <

However, it was Arsenal who
had the next opportunity, referee
Howard Webb waving away penalty
Nemanja Vidic tugged
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