Solo Art
Exhibition

Ohanmondl

Time: 12pm-8pm

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

A three-day dance festival, titled Dhaka
Nrittya Utsab, has been organised by
Bangladesh Nrittyashilpi Shangstha.
Beginning from November 7, at the Music
and Dance Centre of the Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy, the performance is
being held at Segun Bagicha in the city.

Director General of Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy, Bhuiyan Shafiqul
Islam; eminent theatre personality,
Nasiruddin Yousuff; president of Bangla-
desh Nrityashilpi Shangstha, Rahiza
Khanam Jhunu; joint secretary of the
organisation, Zinnat Barkatullah; cultural
secretary Dipa Khondokar and Saju
Ahmed, general secretary of Bangladesh
Nrittyashilpi Shangstha spoke at the
programine.

[he participating troupes were
Nrittyarong, Nandonik, Nrittyadhara,
Bulbul Lolitkola Academy, Jago Art Centre,
Kothakoli Sangeet Bidaylaya, Rewaz Per-
formance, Nritya Nandan and others.

A packed hall of people watched in rapt
attention. Though the stage is inappropn-
ate for any dance performance, the danc-
ers' immense creativity, hard work and
passion helped them to win wide appreci-

Title: Famity-Dream-Memory
Artist: Won-Sun Song
Venue; Bangal Gallery of Fine
Arts, H 275/F, Rd 27 (ok),

Date: October 31-November 13

Solo Art
Exhibition

Motherland

November 14
Time: 11am-8pm

Title: Myth, Memory and

Artist: Tarun Ghosh
Venue: Gallen Kaya, H 20,
Rd 16, Sec 4, Uttara
Date: October 31-
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Captivating performance by dancers at the festival.

ation. All the troupes gave a unique perfor-
mance and this explains the outstanding
presentation. The movements depict a
very vibrant and lively style where urban,
classical and traditional

folk,

modern,
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Theatre

Play: Raja Eong
Onyanno.....

Troupe: Prachyanat
Venue: Expenimental
Theatre Hall, BSA
Date: November 10
Time: Tpm

GHOSH

organisation said, 'This is the first time we
have arranged a festival under the aegis of
Dhaka Nritya Utsab. The festival is a part of
the 400 years celebration of Dhaka. The
participants belong to various ages and
categories. We seek to create a profes-
sional ambience and that explains why we
have resorted to ticketing for the first time.
We need a big stage for a dance
programme. The medium is very old and
we have a glorious historyindance.
"Bangladesh Nrityashilpi Shangtha
frequently arranges a National Dance
Festival. The next carnival will be held in
2009. We have been associated with vari-
ous political and cultural movements of
the country, presenting open-air perfor-
mances in various places. We propose to

the .government that the iauditorium’s A

name should be changed 6 that of our:

music maestro Debu Bhattacharya and
dance genius Zia Mannan.

"The government should promote
classical dance and ensure a free and
liberal atmosphere. Classical dance is very
neglected as an art form and its future
depends on greater attention to the
medium, " said Saju Ahmad.
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Cartoon,
Painting and
Photo Exhibition
Tithe: The right 1o health
Venue: Drik Gallery
House 58, Road 15/A,
Dhanmonds
Date: October 30-
November 12
Time: 3pm-8pm
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P d festivity i
omp and festivity in Magura
Magura jives at Katyani puja |
HOSSAIN SERAJ, Magura farafield as India and Nepal.” ;
........................................................................ Although Katyani puja has been held here for the
, : : > last 56 years, it is only over a span of last 21 years
M . . ;
Kﬂagurq resonates with the \nbrdnt. traditional 4.+ it has become a popular festival celebrated
tyani puja. This puja, one of the most celebrated : iy .
- Ty 3/ plgpaguh , with much festivity. Moreover, the puja extends not
Hindu festivals in the district, is usually observed Iv to the Hindus of the district but th I
annually close on the heels of Durga puja. This year unylu' e i Y rm ke o t
the five-day long Katyani puja ended on November Eeup - II'TE‘&PECUVEDfIEhngn SOy the traditionay I
8. The idols of Katyani puja are akin to that of Lathikhela 'and more at the festival,
Durga. “The festival is a glorious tradition of Magura.
“If you believe that Durga puja is the most People from various religions h"'ﬂ' P _arraqge'and
important religious festival of Bangla-speaking ©PServe the occasion peacefully,” said Mihri Lal
Hindus in Bangladesh, you are in for a surprise. Kuri, president of the Natunbazaar Smriti Sangha ,
Strange it may sound, with the passage of time the ~ PujaMandap committee Mihir Lal Kurl. %
Katyani puja has become the mainreligious festival A major attraction of the festival is the tastefully |
of Hindus of Magura district; it is celebrated with decorated gates and arches erected at different )
more pomp here than anywhere elsein thesubcon-  mandaps and importantlocations of the town. This +’
tinent,” says a proud Pankaj Kumar Kundu the yeartoothe organisers have followed suit.
convener of Jamrultola puja mandap. He goes on As in previous years, a fair has also been
to add, "The puja has been observed with so much  arranged that will run for approximately one .
fervour thatitdraws thousands of devotees fromas month, said the organisers, ;L -
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Traditional “Lathikhela” in observance of the Katyani Festival.
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