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 Did U Know?

The most appearances at the Wimbledon
Tennis Championships is 35 by Britain's
Arthur Wiliam Charles “Wentworth® Gore
from 1888 to 1927.

Diego Maradona
(Argentinasoccer coach)

"He has all the qualines I look for in
a captain. He's the one that thinks
the most, who has the spirit ol
sacrifice, is the most professional
and has the earof his teammatles.”
OnJavier Mascherano.

or Friends

SPORTS REPORTER

Mokhles and Sohel struck either
side of the break to help Friends
Social Welfare record a 2-1 win over
Sadharan Bima in the Second
Division Football League at the
Birshreshtha Shaheed Mostafa
Kamal Stadium in Kamalapur
yesterday. Fazlul reduced the
margin for Bima.

, Inthe day's other match, Kamol
and Shahinur snatched late
efqualisers as Little Friends bagged
& point with a 2-2 draw against
Gazirchot, who were leading 2-0
after 48 minutes with goals from
fiban and Didarul.

Barnak beat
Wanderers

SPORTS REPORTER .

Second half goals by Alamgir and
Mithun ensured three points for
Barnak Samaj in the Green Delta
Metropolis First Division Hockey
League with a 2-0 win against
Dhakawanderenyesterday.
Alamgir opened the scoring

~ from a penalty corner in the 53rd

- minute while Mithun added the

“Sbther two minutes later ar the
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Pretty Potchefstroom
hosts Tigers

lﬁ Y} Cricket

BISHWAIIT ROY in Porchefstroom

On hursday it was too hot, but the
weather suddenly took a u-turn the
following day. Clouds hovered in the
sky and a gentle breeze was con-
stantly blowing. It was not sure
whether the conditions were perfect
for the teams---Bangladesh and
South Africawhen they were
involved in the first one-day of the
three-match series at the pictur-
esque Senwes Park ground yesterday.

But it was indeed pleasant for
the cricket loving people in the
tranquil city to watch an interna-
tional match while lying on the
grassy embankments with their
frends and family.

“It's very difficult to predict the
weather here. But it's wonderful to
watch cricket in these conditions,”
said Wikys, a student of the famous
North-West University and an
ardent follower of the game.

I'he sudden change of the

weather however didn't change the
mind of the stand-in skipper Johan
Botha as he did not hesitate to bat
firston a placid wicket.

Here a cricket match means a
picnic no matter who is playing
against whom. Passing time by
watching a cricket match is a great
pastime for the people of the city,
the home of Northwestcricket.

The Potchefstroom, the aca-
demic city hosting the
Potchefstroom Campus of the
North-West University, offers a
very unique experience for the
visitors as there is the Mool River, a
nature park, beautiful monuments
and churches, a wild animal park, a
bird sanctuary, a caravan park and
ofcourse the famous Senwes Park.

It's not your typical brick-built
stadium rather the authority stuck
to the natural beauty and the local
community feels proud about the
stadium and hardly miss the
chance to watch international
match here whenever the opportu-
nity comes to their way. It was
however not possible for the

authority to keep away from com-
mercialization as they had to
change the name of the stadium to
the sponsor name from the previ-
ous name of Sedgars Park

So far only eleven one-day
internationals matches have been
played in this venue and the last
match was held way back in 2006.

This means that the cricket-
loving people hardly have the chance
to see their heroes in action and
when the opportunity does come
along at the picturesque Senwes
Park, theygraspitwith both hands.

The Bangladesh team however
is quite well-known amongst the
local fans as the Tigers have already
previously played one Test and one
one-dayinternational at this venue
in 2002. Both occasions however
ended in humiliating defeats for
the tourists.

Inspite of that, players like
Mohammad Ashraful and Tamim
Iqbal are very much popular in the
city.

“I like Ashraful and especially
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LOTS OF RUNS, LOTS OF WICKETS: Australia off-spinner Jason Krejza celebrates after taking the wicket of India’s Amit Mishra (not in picture) on the second day

ofthe fourth andfinal Test atthe VCA Stadium in Nagpur on Friday. Krejza became the first bowlerin 12 years to take eight wickets in a Testinnings on debut.

Old boys teel confident

Booters leave tonight for Myanmar

| Football

SPORTS REPORTER

The national football team would
not be short of confidence when
they play in the 3rd Grand Royal
Challenge Cup, which kicks off in
Myanmar on November11.

[t seems that not winning a
single international match in two
and a halfyears' time has had long-
standing effect on the players who
eventually lost belief that they can
really produce a fight against betwer
teams. To add more woes to the
wound, Bangladesh's intermittent
presence in the international scene
has hardly given them chance of
recovering. .

Although identical 1-0 losses to
Mozambique and Myanmar and a
2-2 draw against eventual champi-
ons Vietnam won't count in the
record book, this very performance
in last month's Merdeka Cup in
Malaysia has brought back some
confidenceinto the booters.

Confidence could do many
things and with the federation
offering more supportand facilities
to the natonal team, the trip to

Myanmar could play a vital role in
their improvement, which is coach
Shafiqul Islam's Manik's target to
achieve from thesix-nation meet.
Bangladesh, which leave Dhaka
tonight for Yangon, are pitted
against hosts Myanmar and
Indonesia in a tough group and if
they manage to get beyond this
stage, Manik's boys will face
Vietnam, Malaysia or Korean club
Ulsan Hyundaiin the semifinal.
[twould not be highly ambitious
to reach the last four as Yangon

Goalkeepers: Aminul Hag, Biplab
Bhattachariya.
Defenders: Anful Islam, Mohammed Sujan
(vice-captain), Rajani Kanta Barman,
Nazrul Islam, Mofazzel Hossain Saikat,
Waly Faisal, Atiqur Rahman Mishu.
Midfielders: Arman Aziz, Enamul Haque
Sharf, Matiur Munna (captain), Mamunul
Islam, Zahid Hossain, Zahed Parvez.
Forwards: Alfaz Ahmed, Zahid Hasan
Emily and Hedayetullah Robin.
Officlals: Badal Roy (manager),
Shafiqul Islam Manik (coach), Golam
Rabbani Choton (assistant coach),
Mahfuzullah Chishti (physician),
Mohammed Mohsin (coaching staff).
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previously proved a happy hunting
ground for the team, which won a
four-national tournament in 1995
beating the home side in the final
and finished runners-up in 2005,

However, the higher standard
opponents do not make the 'old
boys' of the side that fearful.

"Playing well in the Merdeka
Cup has given us a new life.
Personally, 1 have regained the
confidence that we can do well. |
have seen this in the others, espe-
cially the young ones also," told
veteran defender Rajani Kanta
Barman during yesterday's train-
Ing session at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium.

"We were afraid of names like
Mozambique when we were play-
ing in Merdeka Cup. But the latter
matches, especially the draw
against Vietnam has really given us
newhope.Itis now established that
It we play to our potential, we can
dowell, even we can beat Myanmar
on their home front," added the
former Bangladesh captain.
"Moreover, this team look more
disciplined than the past."

Skipper Matiur Munna, one of
the old boys, also believes that

SEE PAGE 18 COL 5
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Thg national footballers jog before yesterday's training session at the Bangabandhu National Stadium on the eve of
their departure for Myanmar to play in the 3rd Grand Royal Challenge Cup.

Learn from Obama'

ﬁ | Cricket

AFP, Karachi

Pakistan cricket coach Intikhab
Alam urged his team to learn from
Barack Obama's historic US presi-
denual election victory, as they
prepared for a three-match one-
dayseries against theWest Indies.

“I'asked the team what the mira-
cleofthe century was, and someone
rightly said it is Obama getting into
the White House,” the newly-
appointed coachtold reporters.

“He did it with focus and disci-
pline and [hope the team also learn
from this.”

Alam was talking on the side-
lines of the Pakistan team'’s short
two-day training camp before
taking on the West Indies in Abu
Dhabistarting fromWednesday.

The former Pakistan skipper,
who took over last month after
Australian Geoff Lawson was

sacked, said the landslide victory of
the Illinois senator had taught the
world abiglesson,

“The world must get a lesson
from Obama's win which got an
African-American into the White
House. That proves anything is
possible and Pakistan can take
inspiration from that,” he added.

Pakistan cricket has suffered in
recent years because of controver-
sies ranging from doping and
match-fixing to lack of discipline
hitting on-field performances,
despite the world-class players at
the team's disposal.

"We had a long, open meeting
and we talked mostly about disci-
pline. There will be no compromise
on that. Our aim is to move up from
sixto numbertwo or one,” said Alam,
wholastcoached Pakistanin 2000.

But he warned fans against
wanting too much, too soon.

"We are going to play our first
series and since this is the new
management we need some time

{

to settleand once we settle then we
will produce results, " he said.

Alam hoped the team will over-
come the loss of senior batsman
Mobammad Yousuf, whose move
to the lucrative but unrecognised
Indian Cricket League led to him
being banned from all cricket in
Pakistan.

Yousuf has since criticised the
Pakistan Cricket Board and skipper
Shoaib Malik for prompting his
move,

'I don't think any cricketer is
bigger than the game. I feel very sad
aboutthe decision but good luck to
him," said Alam.

“Yousuf went without telling
anyone. Whoever takes his place it
Is an opportunity for him., Our
bench strength we are looking to
buildsoitshouldn’'tbea problem.

"We will not miss him as mueh
In one-dayers as we will do in
Tests," he said.

The Pakistan team flies out to
Abu Dhabion Sunday.
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[.ahore restrict
Dhaka

STAR SPORTS MONITOR

Three wickets apiece from Naved-
ul-Hasan and Saqlain Mushtaq
restricted the Dhaka Warriors to
145-7 during their crunch ICL
Twenty20 match against the
Lahore Badshahs at the Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel Stadium in
Ahmedabad yesterday.

The Warriors got off to a good
start with opening pair
Nazimuddin (20) and Shahriar
Nafees (35) racking up 51 in just
over 7 overs before the former
became Saqlain’s first victim.

Nafees and Aftab Ahmed (20)
continued the good work but after
both fell in quick succession, the
middle-order failed to capitalise on
the good start,

Star-man Alok Kapali became
Saqlain’s third victim, and after that
itwas all downhill for theWarriors.

Only captain Habibul Bashar
managed to put up some sem-
blance of a fight, remaining
unbeaten on 17 with one six.

All the other batsmen, were out
trying to force the pace in the face
of some disciplined Badshahs
bowling.

Naved-ul-Hasan bowled a tight
line and length to finish with the
best figures of 3-18 offhis 4 overs.

Rajib drops
points

SPORTS REPORTER

Enamul Hossain Rajib dropped
valuable points in the sixth round
of the 12th Bavarian Open
International Chess Champion-
ship at Bad Wiessee in Germany
when the Bangladeshi Grand-
master drew with Poland's GM
Babras Piotron Thursday:.

Rajib, who played with black
pieces in Closed Ruy Lopez Vreyer
variation and maintained his
unbeaten run, was on five points to
share the second position along
with 14 other players.

'he Bangladeshi GM was pitted
against Henrichs Thomas of
Germany in the seventh round
vesterday.

Local GM Alexander Naumann
joined French GM Edouard
Romain in the lead with 5.5 points
after sixrounds.

SA-BANGLADESH

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the South Africa
innings in the first one-day inter-
national against Bangladesh at
Senwes Parkon Friday:

SOUTHAFRICA

Amlarunout 35
Ontongc Razzak b Shakib 27
Kallis cTamim b Nayeem 50
DeVilliers c Imrulb Nayeem 35
Duminy lbw b Shakib 36
BouchercNayeem b Mashrafe 8
Morkelnotout 32
Bothac Razzak b Nayeem 23
Louw b Rasel 23
Morkelnotout 6 |
Extras: (Ib-3, nb-2, w-3) 8

Total: (ForBwktsin50overs) 283
Fall of wickets: 1-56, 2-66, 3-135, 4-
165,5-176,6-208,7-236,8-270.

Bowler 0O M

Mashrafe i ek R ity
Rasel 10 U oh-xa
Shakib A DUy T 2
Razzak ) R 1 WO g
Nayeem =50 60008
Zunaed ] 0 9 0

Didnotbat: Stevn.,

Umpires: Nigel Llong (Eng), Marais

Erasmus (both Rsa).
Match referee: Roshan Mahanama
(Sr1).
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AFP, Nagpur

Debutant off-spinner Jason Krejza
kept alive Australia’s hopes of
levelling the series with an eight-
wicket haul in the fourth and hinal
TestagainstIndiahere on Friday.

The tourists were 189-2 in their
first innings at stumps on the sec-
ond day in reply to India’'s 441, with
Simon Katich batting with a solid 92
and Michael Husseyon 45 notout.

India lead 1-0 following their
320-runwinin the second match in
Mohali. The Tests in Bangalore and
New Delhiwere drawn.

Krejza, 25, became the sixth
bowler to grab eight wickets in a
debut after Australians Albert Trott
and Bob Massie, West Indian Alf
Valentine, Indian Narendra Hirwani
and South African Lance Klusener.

He finished with 8-215 off 43.5
overs -- the most runs conceded in
a debut innings. But his last five
wickets came for just 15 runs off 26
deliveries in the afternoon, which

helped his team restrict India.

Australia suffered a setback
after making a decent start when
Matthew Hayden (16) was run out,
failing to beat debutant Murali
Vijay's direct-hit from mid-on at
the non-striker's end.

Skipper Ricky Ponting (24)
looked set before being bowled by
off-spinner Harbhajan Singh,
picking the wrong delivery to cut. It
was the 10th time he had fallen to
the Indian.

Harbhajan, who shared the new
ball with Zaheer Khan, also became
the third Indian after retired Kapil
Dev (434) and Anil Kumble (619) to

Krejza snaps up 8

claim 300 Test scalps.

Katich and Hussey then denied
India further success as they applied
themselves remarkably well to put
on 115 runs for the unfinished third
wicket. Katich has so far struck eight

foursin his 120-ball knock.

India earlier looked set to cross
the 500-mark following a 119-run
stand for the sixth wicket between
retiing Sourav Ganguly (85) and

new captain Mahendra Singh
Dhoni (56) before Krejza struck.
The hosts were 422-5 when
Krejza removed Ganguly and
Dhoniin the space of three balls.
SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

BEST TEST FIGURES IN AN INNINGS ON DEBUT
B R W Opp

owler Venue Year
JKrejza (Aus) 215 8 India Nagpur 2008
L Klusener(SA) b4 8 Ind Kolkata 1996
NHirwani (Ind) b1 8 Wi Chenna 1988
N Hirwani (Ind) 75 8 Wi Chennai 1988
R Massie (Aus) 53 8 Eng Lord's 1972
R Massie (Aus) 84 8 Eng Lord's 1972
AValentine (WI) 104 8 Eng Manchester 1950
ATrott (Aus) 43 8 Eng Adelaide 1895

Harbhajan joins
elite 300-club

RN Cricket

PT1, Nagpur

Harbhajan Singh on Friday became
the third Indian and 22nd cricketer
in the world to claim 300 or more
wickets in Test cricket when he
dismissed Australian captain Ricky
Ponting on the second day of the
fourth and final Test here.

The Punjab offie, who is playing
his 72nd Test, is behind just-retired
Anil Kumble (619 from 132 Tests)
and Kapil Dev (434 from 131 Tests)

He is only the fifth spinner to
join the 300-wicket club after
Muttiah Muralidaran (756), Shane
Warne (708), Kumble and Lance
Gibbs (309) and second Indian
spinner after Kumble.

By claiming the wicket of Ponting,
whom he has dismissed for the 10Th
tme so far, Harbhajan has claimed
his 200th wicketon Indiasoil.

Player M W BBI
AKumble 132 619 10/74
KDev 131 dud 9/83
HSingh 72" 300 8/84
BSBedi 67 266 7/98

The feisty off-spinner, who
made his Test debut against

Australia in Bangalore in March

1998, has also 195 ODI wickets to
hiskitty from 175 matches.

Ave SR S 10
29.6 65.9 35 8
29.6 63.9 23 2
31.0 65.8 22 S
28.71 80.3 14 1

Latif back
to NCA

INTERNET, undared

Former Pakistan captain Rashid
Latif withdrew his resignation as
wicketkeeping coach of the
National Cricket Academy on
Thursday after the cricket board
denied appointing Salim Malik as
head coach of theacademy.

A court last month lifted a life
ban on Malik imposed for involve-
mentin match-fixing, allowing him
to resume his mvolvement in
cricket. Latif had given evidence to
the initial PCB-commissioned
inquiry that recommended a life
ban for Malik.

‘1 talked to the chairman (Paki-
stan Cricket Board) on Friday and
he made it clear that Salim Malik
was not given any appointment at
the academy,” Latif told The
Associated Press

Latif had quit in protest
Wednesday after Malik claimed
that he had been appointed head
coachofthe NCA.

"Now | have no problems in
continuing as wicketkeeping coach
at the academy,” said Lauf, who
started in the role in January.

The 40-year-old Lauf had said
that he was "shocked” to learn that
Malik had been linked to such a key
postatthe academy.

“Since | was the main figure in
the match-fixing inquiry after

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2
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