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Stalemate
between
Ctg giants

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

Chittagong Abahani and
Chittagong Mohammedan
Sporting Club shared points in a
goalless match of the City Cell B
League here at the MA Aziz

Stadium yesterday.

In the clash of the two popular
local outfits, the yellow-jerseys
have appeared slightly dominant
over their black and white
archrivals. Sticking to their limits

they kept the midfield under con-
trol and launched a few good
attacks but failed to convert them
into big smiles.

The Mohammedan players,
who displayed a good show in their
few previous outings, were not on
song yesterday. Their only notice-
able opportunity in the match
came in the 28th minute when
Antony spoiled his chance, after
receiving an accurate pass from
Ribon, by kicking the ball straight
into the safe hands of Abahani
keeper Toofan

Abahani’'s Ronny was equally to
blame for his failure in the 34th
minute of the match. In a one-to-
one situation, he couldn’t keep his
nerve and as result, the
Mohammedan keeper Mamun had
no problem to punch back his
straight and feeble shot.

Abahani had another good
chance in the 53rd minute but
Mamun once again stood as the
‘Great Wall of China' to save his
team with a good stop from Mithun
that he pushed out fora comer.

Sports for All

FROM PAGE 17

officer Col (ret) M Waliullah and

deputy secretary general Ferdousi

Khanam were presentat therally.
The next part of BOA's

programme will be held in Sylhet

on November 16

PCB bans

FROM PAGE 17

Pakistan as he has joined the
unrecognised Indian Cricket
League [ICL),” said Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) director of
operations Zakir Khan.

The ICL on Wednesday con-
firmed that Yousuf had joined and
would make his debut for the
Lahore Badshahs on November?7.

“Yousuf's central contract has
been terminated,” said Zakar.

Soccer WC on

FROM PAGE 17
“Honestly speaking nobody cares

about us. People are interested to |

talk about the football World Cup.
We can catch the people's atten-
tion if we play competitive cricket
in the series,” said the Tigers skip-
per.

“Our main focus is on the one-
day and Test series but anything
positive in the Twenty20 match will
help us get the confidence before
the three-match one-day series,”
he said.

For Bangladesh skipper the same

headache remained as his strike |

bowler Mashrafe Bin Mortaza
again complaining of back pain.
TEAMS

Bangladesh (from): Mohammad
Ashraful (captain), Tamim Iqbal,
Zunaed Siddiqui, Imrul Kayes,
Shakib Al Hasan, Rokibul Hasan,
Mushfiqur Rahim (wicketkeeper),
Nayeem Islam, Mashrafe Bin
Mortaza, Abdur Razzak, Syed Rasel,
Shahadat Hossain.

South Africa: Johan Botha (cap- |

tain), Loots Bosman, AB de Villiers
(wicketkeeper), Jean-Paul
Duminy, Herschelle Gibbs, Rory
Kleinveldt, Johann Louw, Albie
Morkel, Morne Morkel, Justin
Ontong, Dale Steyn.

Manik eyes

FROM PAGE 17
hold on to my core and the team

would be built around the 11 I had
used mostly in Malaysia. There is
little time for experiment.

"I am happy about our perfor-
mance in Merdeka and hope to
continue with the good works in
Myanmar. Myanmar will be difficult
on home ground. Indonesia are a far
better team than us but I don'tknow
whether they are going to send the
national team or not. Whatever, our
success depends not on the forma-
tion, rather on how the footballers
playon the certainday.”

Dhaka, Rajshahi

FROM PAGE 17
BARISAL: 385 and second innings

182-4 dec (Uttam 26, Faruque 100%,
Bashar 25, Imran 5, Nasir 7, Arafat
1*: Mukhtar 2-20, Tariq 1-28, Rezaul
1-41).

CHITTAGONG: First innings 392-9
in 131 overs (Salahuddin 51, Nafis
26, Ashraful 8, Tariq 37, Kamrul 33,
Faisal 127, Mintu 42, Rezaul 32,
Mukhtar 2, Tariq 5; Sajid 2-64,
Tariqul 2-104, Nasir 3-61, Imran 1-
21).

Result: Match drawn.

RAJSHAHI: 117 and 263,

SYLHET: 172 all out and second
innings 158 all out in 67.5 overs
(Imtiaz 7, Salkat 33, Mithun 18, Ejaz
22, Rajin 20, Rahman 0, Kamrul 10,
Nabil 17, Monir 0, Rashedur 6*, Roy
0: Shahzada 2-25, Shafiul 25,
Saqglain 3-34, Alamgir 1-11).
Result: Rajshahiwon by 40 runs.
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PHOTO: STAR

An action from yesterday's Chittagong derby between Abahani and Mohammedan at the MA Aziz Stadium.

Ponting practises toss

I J Cricket
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CRICINFO, undated

The toss has been so important in
this series thatin the lead-up to the
deciding fourth Test the
Australians practised their calling.
It was a short, light-hearted exer-
cise, like a game of two-up on
Anzac Day, and at the end it was
revealed that the coin was two-
headed. After three guesses Ricky
Ponting was one of two guys with a
perfect record. He always calls
heads, and is desperate for a
change in luck on Thursday morn-
ing at the Vidarbha Cricket
Association's new stadium.

Ponting has lost the past two
tosses and quickly watched his
team fall behind, and he does not
need the bat-first-and-dominate
theoryto occur as they push to level
the series and retain the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy. "I wentdown and
had alook at the wicket on Tuesday;,
it's rock hard like concrete and
there's no grassonit,” Ponting said.
v “"With no history to the wicket,
we don't know if it's going to
bounce, or stay low, or what it's
going to do. One thing  know s that
it is going to spin, it's so bare.
Hopefully we win the toss.”

While Ponting has no control
over the fall of the coin, he is also
uncertain as to what will happen in
the moming when he walks out to
the toss. Gautam Gambhir's appeal
against a one-match suspension for
elbowing Shane Watson in the third
Test in Delhi was turned down by

the ICC on Tuesday, but the Indian
board has "rejected” the ruling.

"It's going to be an awkward
situation for me to be putin tomor-
row (Thursday) if [ get out there for
the toss and the guy that's been
rubbed out has his name on the
team sheet,” Ponting said. "l need
to be clear, and Cricket Australia
needs to be clear, on that.”

India, who lead the series 1-0,
also have a new captain in
Mahendra Singh Dhoni after the
exit of the leg-spinner Anil Kumble
on Sunday, while VVS Laxman 1is
playing his 100th Test and Sourav
Ganguly will join Kumble in retire-
ment after the game. Ponting
hoped all the off-field issues of his
opponents would help hisside.

"One thing it (the Gambhir
decision) does do is create a bit of
confusion around their team,”
Ponting said. "They'll obviously
have a lot of distractions going on.
For us, it's pretty plain sailing,
we've just got to work out the best
way to play in these conditions.”

The decision over the final XI
will be difficult, but it'appears the
off-spinner Jason Krejza will make
his debut. Australia have taken 14,
13 and 12 wickets over the first
three games and it is the main
reason they are in such an unfamuil-
1ar position.

"We've got to look at our overall
balance,” Ponting said. "If we're
going to get Krejza into the side
does he come in for White or one of
our quicks? It's the big decision
we've got to make.

"Mitchell Johnson is our leading
wicket-taker and Brett Lee got

better and better in the last game.,
Stuart Clark did an excellent job for
us, bowling his 30 overs for 50 or 60
in the first innings, and that is a
pretty important role to play in a
team over here if you've got guys
thatare striking atthe otherend.”

Lee, Michael Clarke and Doug
Bollinger were struggling with
upset stomachs on Tuesday but are
expected to be available for selec-
tion. Ponting has been impressed
with Krejza, who he said had got
better after going wicket-less and
giving up 199 runs in a warm-up
game before the first Test.

Whatever Australia decide, it
will be arisk. If Krejza and White are
used in tandem, or if Peter Siddle
comes in for his second game, it
will steal experience from the fast
bowling unit, which has regularly
faltered. It is an unenviable choice
for such animportant contest.

To add to Australia's problems,
they know very little about the
ground, which is being used for the
first time. The squad went to the
stadiumm outside of Nagpur on
Wednesday afternoon for a short
look at the conditions that will help
determine whether they leave
India with a prize.

“This is probably as big a Test
match as a lot of us have played,”
Ponting said. "Being 1-0 down with
a match to play is a position that a
lot of us haven't been in before. We
pride ourselves on playing well in
big games and this is certainly a big
game for us. There is a great oppor-
tunity for us to stand up and play
better cricket than we've played in
the first three Testmatches."

BCCI protests ban

K1 Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

The Indian board appears to be
heading for a confrontation with the
ICC over the one-Test ban on
Gautam Gambhir. While the BCCI
has rejected the decision of the
appeals commissioner, Justice Albie
Sachs, touphold the ban, and issued
a strongly worded protest, the ICC
hassaid the "matterisclosed”.

"The ICC Code of Conduct is a
robust and independent process
designed to achieve a fair and
proper outcome,” Haroon Lorgat,
the ICC's chief executive, said.
"Although we have received an
objection letter from the BCCI, there
is nothing more that we can do as
the appeal commissioner's decision
isafinaland binding decision.”

The BCCI, in a statement, said
the order "seems to have been pre-
decided” as it had been passed
without affording the player an
opportunity of personal hearing
and legal representation, without
acceding to his request for certain
documents/recordings to be given
to him and also denying him an
extensionof time.

In its letter to the ICC, written by
board secretary N Srinivasan, the

BCCI said the order was void as
being in violation of the mandatory
provisions of the rules and/or the
principles of natural justice.
However, the ICC Code of Conduct -
- for players and officials for
matches other than the World Cup,
Champions Trophy and Under-19
World Cup -- says the "decision of
the appeals commissioner shall be
final and binding". It gives the com-
missioner absolute authority In
such situations, including the right
to decide whether oral representa-
tions should be permitted.

"Oral representations (either in
person or by telephone conference
as determined in the discretion of
the appeals commissioner) should
be permitted unless there are good
reasons for relying on written sub-
missions only”, the rules state.
"Where it is available, he shall view
video tape of the incident which is
the subject matteroftheappeal.”

Earlier, the ICC rules -- which
were changed in 2007 -- provided for
a dispute resolution committee to
handle such protests, a provision
that BCCI utilised in 2005 when a
six-ODI ban on Sourav Ganguly, the
then India captain, for slow over-
rates during an ODI series against
Pakistan was reduced to a four-
match penalty. Ironically, in that
case, it was Justice Sachs who over-

turned the adjudicator's decision to
uphold the ban by Chris Broad, the
then match referee.

Gambhir was banned for one
Test by Broad after he pleaded guilty
to a charge of not conducting play
"within the spirit of the game as well
as within the laws of cricket” during
the third Test against Australia in
Delhi, a Level 2 offence under the
ICC Code of Conduct. The incident
that led to the ban occurred in the
51st over of India’s first innings on
the first day, when Gambhir, who
had verbal altercations with Shane
Watson, appeared to elbow the
bowler during a run. He was told of
his ban before the third day's play
afterwhich hefiled an appeal.

When making his decision,
Broad took into account Gambhir's
previous fine for running into
Pakistan's Shahid Afridi during an
ODI in Kanpur last year. He had
been fined 65 per cent of the match
fee after he was found guilty of a
Level 2 charge of inappropriate and
deliberate physical contactbetween
players as well as a Level 1 charge of
not conducting himself within the
spiritofthe game.

Justice Sachs, Cricket South
Africa's representative on the ICC
Code of Conduct Commission, is a
senior judge on the Constitutional
Courtof South Africa.

No panel of consensus

FROM PAGE 17
will try to executeitif [am elected.

“The main target of the new
executive committee would be to
focus on organising the coming
World Cup in 2011 in Bangladesh,"
the former BCB general secretary
added.

Bobby, an incumbent member
of the BCB ad-hoc committee,
whose allies in the ‘united sports
panel' are Enayet Hossain Siraj,
Shafiqur Rahman Munna, Gazi
Golam Dastagir, Jalal Yunus, Ali
Ahsan Babu, GS Hassan Tamim
and others, said they had also tried
for a panel of consensus without
any success.

"We had sincerely made
endeavours for a consensus panel
and we had made to proactive
initiatives from our side. However,
the process seems to have been
stonewalled,"” said Bobby.

i

"We are not to blame but we are
prepared for any eventuality.

When asked about the opposition
allegations that the ad-hoc commit-
tee has mishandled the ICLsituation,
Bobby said that none of the other
cricket boards were actually pre-
pared for this and the BCB had han-
dled this accordingtoits capacity.

"During elections people talk.
But I think all should not be taken
that seriously.”

Meanwhile, Afzalur Rahman
Sinha, who was seemingly a candi-
date of the 'development’ panel,
said he was still fora consensus.

“I have submitted my nomina-
tion but not decided on election. |
am not going to compete for any
panel. If there is no consensus, I'll
goalone,” said Sinha.

The nomination papers will be
scrutinised today and the last date
withdrawal is November9.

[atif exits as
Malik enters

CRICINFO, undated

Rashid Latif, the former Pakistan
captain, has resigned as
wicketkeeping coach of Pakistan's
National Cricket Academy, citing
the appointment of Salim Malik as
the academy's head coach as the
reason for hisdecision.

Latif expressed his shock at
Malik's appointment in a resigna-
tion letter to the PCB chairman [jaz
Butt, "Since I was the main figure in
the match-fixing inquiry after
which Mr. Malik was awarded a life
ban which was overturned last
month therefore I have no other
choice but to step down as the
wicket-keepingcoach,” he said.

Latif began working as a
wicketkeeper coach for the NCA in
June this year, hired initially for
three years to nurture and groom
young talentin the country.

School kabaddi
from December

UNB, Dhaka

The first-ever National Standard
Chartered School Kabaddi for boys
and girls will begin in the city next
month,

The competition, apunsuwdwl:}v
the Standard Chartered Bank, will
beginin the last week of December.

The schools interested to take
part in the competition have been
requested to send their entries to
the general secretary of the
Bangladesh Kabaddi Federation on
letterhead pads of their respective
institution by November 20.

The federation will bear the cost
of food, accommodation and
conveyance of all the participants.

Rubel, Nadim
star for F'ganj

UNB, Dhaka

Farashganj Sporting Club drubbed
Shishu Kishore Sangha 7-0 in the
Green Delta First Division League
at the Maulana Bhasani National
Hockey Stadium yesterday.

Rubel and Nadim scored three
goals each while Zahed netted the
other goal for the winner. All seven
strikes came in the second half.

In the day's other match at the
same venue, Barnak Samaj beat
Uttara

Hockey Club 4-0 with two goals
from Ivan and one each from
Kawsarand Alamgir,

Sanjid brace
sinks Euro

UNB, Dhaka

Two swift goals from Sanjid pow-
ered Kawran Bazar Pragati Sangha
to a 3-1 win over Euro Famous Club
in the Second Division Football
League at the Kamalapur Stadium
yesterday.

Sanjid struck twice in the space
of three minutes that gave Kawran
Bazar the lead and took them to 3-1
after the match was deadlocked at
1-1inthe first half.

Ashiqur put Pragati Sangha
ahead in the 11th minute before
Rubel restored parity for Euro
Famousin the 27th minute.

In today's match, Uttara
Baridhara Club take on BG Press at
the same venue,

BFF inspired

FROM PAGE 17
picked the best team in South

Asia,"'said Prem Chahd adding that '

his organisation was interested to
work at the grassroots and youth
development in districts, villages
and schools.

BFF president Kazi Salahuddin
thinks it was the beginning of a
long-termrelationship’ with Nokia.

"We are proud to have a brand
like Nokia with us. Many parties
were interested about the national
teamn but we have chosen a very
popular brand," said Salahuddin.

"It's also very encouraging that
they are thinking long-term associ-
ation with us. We will soon sit to see
whatwe can do together.”

BFF senior vice-president
Abdus Salam Murshedi and vice-
president Badal Roy were also
presentonthe occasion. -

Match of many

FROM PAGE 17 :
said his team needed to be at their

best in a match they must win to
retain the Border-Gavaskar Trophy.

"Being 1-0 down in a series with
one match to play is a position a lot
of us have not been before. This is
probably the biggest test for all of
us,"” said Ponting.

"We pride ourselves in playing
well in big games and this is cer-
tainly a big game. This is a great
opportunity forall ofus tostandup
and play better cricket than we
played in the first three Tests.

"It's the one that we obviously
have to win and I think looking
back at last week (third Test), we all
are pretty happy at the way we
competed. The last three-and-a-
half days we played very good Test
match cricket.” ;

Australia put in an impressive
batting performance under pres-
sure in the previous match, scoring
577 in reply to India's mammoth
first-innings total of 613-7 declared.

"We know we have to play better
cricket than we played in the first
three Tests if we have to level the
series, but there are plenty of
positives to take from the Delhi
Test," he said.

Ponting said Gambhir's
absence could affect India's
chances of making a solid start.

"Gambhir and Virender Sehwag
have been responsible for getting
India off to a good start. Without
him (Gambhir) it gives us an
opportunity to put pressure on
theirmiddle order," he said.

On their last tour in 2004,
Australia won their first Test series
in India since 1969. They retained
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy in an
ill-tempered series on home
ground earlier this year.

TEAMS

INDIA: Mahendra Singh Dhoni
(captain), Murali Vijay, Virender
Sehwag, Rahul Dravid, Sachin
Tendulkar, Sourav Ganguly, VVS
Laxman, Harbhajan Singh, Zaheer
Khan, Amit Mishra, IshantSharma.
AUSTRALIA (from): Ricky Ponting
(captain), Matthew Hayden, Simon
Katich, Michael Hussey, Michael
Clarke, Shane Watson, Brad
Haddin, Cameron White, Jason
Krejza, Stuart Clark, Brett Lee,
Mitchell Johnson.

'
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VVS senses special 100th

iﬁ i Cricket

AFP, Nagpur

Indian batsman Venkatsal Laxman
on Wednesday sald he was hoping
for a "special” performance In his
100th Test against Australia, the
team he has smashed more centu-
ries past than any other.

Laxman has scored six of his 13
hundreds against Australia, includ-
ing two double-centuries, and Is
only the second Indian after Sachin
Tendulkar to have made more than
2,000 runs against them.

"I have always enjoyed playing
against them (Australia)," said
Laxman, who on Thursday will
become the eighth Indian to play
100 Tests.

"It gives you a lot of satisfaction
to do well against the top side in the
world. They have always been
number one since | started playing
international cricket.

"It's been an amazing journey.
It's a great moment for me and for
all the people associated in this
journey of mine. [ hope I can make
itspecial.”

- Laxman's liking for the
Australian bowling began in 2000

when he hammered a robust 167 in
Sydney for his maiden Test hun-
dred.

His best came the following year
at Kolkata when he hit 281 under
pressure to turn the second Test
against Steve Waugh's Australia
upside down, eventually setting up
India’s win after the follow-on.

He looks at his fluent best
against Australia, having been
involved in four massive partner-
ships against them.

The middle-order batsman put
on 376 with Rahul Dravid in 2001
(Kolkata), 353 with Tendulkar in
2004 (Sydney), 303 with Dravid in
2003 (Adelaide) and 278 with
Gautam Gambhir last month in
Delhi.

Laxman, 34, is a spectators’
delight when on song, with timing
being his hallmark. His wristy shots
and Impressive footwork have
often reduced the opposition to a
state of helplessness.

Yet, he has never felt as secure as
his renowned middle-order team-
mates -- Tendulkar, Dravid and
Sourav Ganguly -- since making his
Test debut in 1996 against South
Africaathome.

He was often criticised for not
converting solid starts into big

innings in the early stages of his
career, taking three years to score
his first Test century.

Laxman was also pushed up and
down the batting order in the initial
years, his first hundred coming as
anopener.

He was upset when the media
reported after aTest series defeat in
Sri Lanka in August that it was time
for veterans, including Anil
Kumble, Dravid, Tendulkar and
Ganguly, to make their retirermnent
plans.

"It hurts when people criticise,”
Laxman sald after scoring a dou-
ble-century in the third Test in
Delhilast week.

“Don’t over-respect us, but we
don't want people downgrading
our contributions for so many
years. Everyone keeps advising us
to retire, but each of us )5 mature
and responsible enough to make
his own decision.”

Kumble retired after the last Test
while Ganguly has already
announced he will quit after
Thursday's match.

The hosts lead 1-0 in the four-
Test series following their 320-run
win in the second match in Mohali.
The Tests in Bangalore and Delhi
were drawn.

[V Y1 Cricket

AFP, New Delhi

Star batsman Mohammad Yousuf
on Wednesday said he was still
keen to play for Pakistan despite
signing up with a rebel Twenty20
league in India.

Yousuf, 34, was set to stage a
comeback for Pakistan in next
week's three matches against the
West Indies in Abu Dhabi after
missing a Twenty20 event in
Canada last month because of visa
problems.

His name featured in the 15-
man squad announced on
Monday, but shorudy afterwards it
was revealed that he had signed for
the Indian Cricket League (ICL).

“I had a misunderstanding with
the ICL. Now that has been sorted
out and I will play for them," Yousuf
said ata press conference here.

“But I still want to play for my
country. This matter is in the hands
of the [Pakistan] board,:if | get a
call-up, I will definitély represent

the country.”

The Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) has a strict policy of banning
all players who have joined the
unofficial ICL, which is backed by
India’s largest media group, ZeeTV.

About 15 Pakistani players,
including former captain
Inzamamul Hagq, joined the league
last year and were barred from
playing international and national
cricket by the PCB.

Yousuf, whose 1,788 runs in
2006 is a calendar-year record,
previously signed a contract with
the ICL after he was omitted from
Pakistan's Twenty20 World Cup
squadin September lastyear.

Butthe PCB later convinced him
to tear up the contract and instead
signs with the official Indian
Premier League (IPL).

The ICL filed a legal case against
Yousuf in Mumbai for breach of
contract while the IPL also threat-
ened to take him to court.

ICL business head Himanshu
Mody said they had dropped the
caseagainstYousuf. - - -

"We have setthed the tase with
Yousuf. We have signed him for a

Yousuf wants both

three-yeardeal,” Modysaid.

He also claimed that the IPL
could not take Yousuf to court
because the batsman had not
inked any deal with them.

"Yousuf has not taken any
money from the IPL. There was no
agreement between the two, so the
[PL cannot take any action against
him. However, if something does
come up, we will stand by Yousuf.,"
Modysaid.

Former India all-rounder and
ICL chairman Kapil Deyv said the
league was hopeful of gaining
official recognition soon.

"I don't see any difference
between the ICL and IPL, both are
private bodies. We are waiting for
justoneconfirmation,” he said.

Yousuf, part of the Lahore
Badshahs team, will make his ICL
debut in western Ahmedabad on
Saturday with a match against
Dhaka Warriors, which comprises
players from Bangladesh.

Yousuf has played 79 Tests and
269 one-day mternationals for

- Pakistanrsince making his debut in

1998.

Jelena wins Serb battle

Tennis

INTERNET, undated

Jelena Jankovic enjoyed her first
victory over Ana Ivanovic for three
years to open her Sony Ericsson
WTA Tour Championships cam-
paign with a 6-3 6-4 victory.

"It was a pretty strong perfor-
mance," Jankovic said after beating
her fellow Serb for only the second
time in eight meetings. "It was very
windy and not easy to play butl was
strong today and very focused.

"Since the last time we played,
at the French Open, I have
improved so much. My game has
gone to anotherlevel.”

The two Serbs, playing outdoors
for the first time since the US Open
in September often produced good
quality but also showed a lot of
inconsistency, particularly in the
earlystages.

Ivanovic's forehand was espe-
cially potent, with some of her
strokes taking the breath away.

The less erratic Jankovic played
aggressively from the baseline and
was also successful on her occa-
sional forays to the net.

Jankovic made the better start,
breaking for 2-0 and holding a
break'point for 4-0 before Ivanovic
settled.

Ivanovic a break in the fifth game
but her opponent stopped her in
her tracks by forcing a backhand
error to break for4-2.

Jankovic then broke to love to
begin the second set. This time
[vanovic levelled at 3-3 before the
world number one replied with
another break.

That was enough to effectively
end the contest although there was
drama before the end.

At 5-3 Ivanovic suddenly
stopped in mid-rally and leaned on
her knees as if in pain before
returning to her chair for medical
attention.

She resumed, held serve by
winning the next two points before
Jankovic served out the match.

"I just started feeling dizzy a
little," said Ivanovic. °I think it's
maybe humidity and I was proba-
bly dehydrated.

"I just felt so weak. I had to
stop.”

In the tournament's first match,
and the same White Group as the
Serbian barttle, Vera Zvonareva
enjoyed a 6-2 6-3 victory over
Svetlana Kuznetsova as she han-
dled the windy conditions in the
Qatarcapital better.

Kuznetsova recently left her
base in Barcelona where she has
spent much of her life since the age
of 14, returning home to St

give her the mental lift her career
needs.

But her straight sets loss to
Zvonareva again produced a feel-
ing of talent unfulfilled, especially
after three missed break points in
the first set.

Then two games from the end
Kuznetsova attempted a forehand
drive winner from well up the court
which finished in the net. It put her
break point down, making the end
allbutinevitable

Venus Williams took advantage
of a spectacular first-set meltdown
from Dinara Safina to win the
opening match in the Maroon
Group 7-56-3.

Safina played sublime tennis in
the opening stages of the match
winning five of the first seven
games and having break points in
the othertoo.

However, when serving for the
set she produced three double
faults before being broken, and she
then failed to win another game in
theseL

She got competitive again in the
second set but couldn’t recapture
her earlier form and Williams did
enough to win in straight sets
without having to play her best
tennis.

Each player will play three
round robin matches, after which

A fine crosscourt forehand gave  Petersburg in the hope that it will  there willbe semifinals and a final.
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