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Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh (2R), Chairperson of the ruling UPA
government Sonia Gandhi (R) and Chief Minister of Assam Tarun Gogoi visit
the site of the blast outside the District Court in Guwahati, the capital city of
Assam yesterday. Singh and Gandhi touched down in Assam state’s main
city, Guwahati as police said they had arrested three people in connection
with the October 30 serial attacks.

visits bomb
victims 1n
Assam

AFP, Guuwahati

Premier Manmohan Singh arrived
yesterday in India’s insurgency-
wracked northeast to console those
wounded in serial blasts claimed by
a little known Islamist group n
which 77 people were killed.

Singh, accompanied by ruling
Congress party chief Sonia Gandhi,
touched down in Assam state's
main city, Guwahati as police said
they had arrested three people in
connection with Thursday's
attacks.

Those held included a Muslim
man, identified as Nazir Ahmed,
whose mobile phone was used to
send a text message in which the
Islamic Security Force-Indian
Mujahedeen claimed responsibil-
ity for the bombings, police said.

[he group is believed to have
come into existence in 2000 in
western Assam, where_tribal Bodo
militants are campaigning against
Muslim settlers from nearby
Bangladesh.

In the past two decades, more
than 10,000 people have lost their
lives to insurgency-linked violence
in tea- and oil-rich Assam.

quake zone

Disease spreads among survivors

AFP, Wam

A strong aftershock rattled south-
western Pakistan yesterday, as aid
agencies warned that disease had
begun to spread among tens of
thousands of earthquake survivors
waiting for reliet supplies

The 5.0-magnitude quake
struck just before 6am in the moun-
tainous province of Baluchistan,
where a powerful pre-dawn tremor
on Wednesday killed up to 300
people and left 70,000 people
homeless.

There were no immediate
reports of further casualties or
damage as a result of the latest
aftershock, the second strongest of
more than 250 tremors to have
shaken the region since
Wednesday's quake.

Aid has begun reaching devas-
tated villages, but angry villagers in
remote areas said they desperately
needed shelter, with thousands of
people whose mud-brick homes
were flattened sleeping in the open
infreezing temperatures.

The UN Children's Fund said
Friday they and Pakistani govern-

ment officials assessed the situa-
tion in the worst-hit districts and
were “concerned about the urgent
needs of children and women”.

"With winter closing in, the
most urgent needs of the survivors
are shelter, safe drinking water,
food, warm clothing and emer-
gency medical assistance,” a
Unicef statement said.

Clean water was a "priority,” it
said, adding that children were
especially vulnerable to diseases
such as diarrhoea and cholera,

The district health officer of the
stricken hill town of Ziarat, Ayub
Kakar, told AFP that children were
already suffering from exposure to
the harsh conditions.

"Due to the cold hundreds of
children are being treated for pneu-
monia, abdominal diseases, diar-
rhoeaand chestproblems,” he said.

“We fear the death toll will rise.
Such diseases, if not treated in
time, are life-threatening,” Kakar
said.

Children could be seen running
after cars on the road adjoining the
affected areas begging for food and
drink, witnesses said,

Obama offers Afghans hope

amid despair

AFP, Kabul outshone any impression Republican

John McCain might have made

"We like Obama because in his
first speech he said he would defeat
our enemies in Pakistan, the Taliban
in Pakistan, that he will attack ter-
rorists,” said a Kabul money
changer who would only give his
name as Emal

Afghans are backing Barack Obama
for US president in the hope he will
rescue them from an ever-deadly
extremist Islamic insurgency wrack-
ing their naton and dashing hopes
forabetter future

The Democrat's pledges to strike

militant bases in Pakistan, boost US
troop levels and return the focus of the
US "waron terror " to this region have

The 30-year-old said he knew
little of McCain or his plans.
Afghans acknowledge that any

new US president is not going to
mean a radical departure from
Washington's plans for Afghanistan.

But some believe McCain would
be just too much like the outgoing
President GeorgeW Bush.

"He is just as old as Bush,"” said
Masihullah Amin, 32, the owner of a
successful construction company
in Kabul. "The current Bush policy
in Afghanistan seems to me a failed
policy.”
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(An enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)

- Ashuganj, B.Baria-3402, Bangladesh.

Memo No. APSCL/Pro-02/2008/14 66
“Invitation For Tender ”

date : 30/10/2008

| 01. | Ministry/Division | 1 Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral Resources/Power Division
| 02. | Agency - | Ashuganj Power Station Company Lud .
| 03. | Praq-:n:u_-—‘m,: Eatity Name Convener. Procurement Committee, APSCL. Ashuganj, B-Bana. |
04. Procuring Enm;, Distnct Brahman Bana, Bangladesh h
| 05. Iavitation for 1. Supply of 2 Feet Tube Light Set for Sub-Station Division of APSCL |
| 2.Supply of Welding Electrodes for repair and maintenance of Hot Gas Path
Components of GT-1 and GT-2 in CCPP, APSCL |
06. | Inwitation Ref No Memo No.APSCL/Pro-22008/ 14 €&
[ 07. | Date 30/10/2008
| OB Procurement Method | : | Open Tendering Method.
| | 09. | Source of Funds 1 | APSCL'S Own Fund |
I 10. | Tender Publication Date | . ] 30/1072008 :
I 11. | Tender Last Selling Date | : | 16/11/2008 during office hours
r | 12 1 Tender Closing :: and Time i | 17/11/2008 a1 12:.00 Noon

13 Tender Opening Dale and Time 17/1 172008 at 12:30 PM

i {14 Name & Address of the |
t i Ofﬂf:: |
| a ° | -Selling Tender Documenis. (1) Asstt. Chief Engincer (Generation), Bangladesh Power Developmenl
._ Board, WAPDA Bhayan, Motjheel C/A, Dhaka-1000,
(ii) Manager (Finance), APSCL, Ashugan), B-Bana. .
| b Receiving & Opening Tender Office of the Convener, Procurement Committee, APSCL, Ashuganj, B-Baria
= Documents : . :
15 Ehgibility of Tenderer Renowned Tenderer having experience of supply as specified in the Tender
DocumentL

TS l

'r : Amount of Tender Secunty :
D : Name of ltem Price of Tender Documents !l ¢ Delivery time

1~ Ne. | . ’
0l Supply of 2 Feet | Non refundable Tk. 200/- BDT 2,300/-

[ Tube Light Set for In favour of Ashugan) Power

In favour of Ashugan) Power Stalion

10 days from

lectrodes for repair | .
Electrodes for rep | In favour of Ashugan) Power

Sub-Station Division Station Company Limited in Company Limited in the form of Pay the date of
I i of APSCL the form of Pay Order / Bank Order / Bank Draft/ Bank Guarantee contract |
| Draft from any schedule Bank from any schedule Bank of signing
[ of Bangladesh Bangladesh L
U5t | Supplynl Welcing Non refundable Tk.200/- BDT 2,800/-

In favour of Ashuganj Power Station

20 days from

and majntenance of | Station Company Limited in Company Limited in the form of Pay the date of
Hot Gas Path 1 |l the form of Pay Order / Bank Order / Bank Draft/ Bank Guarantee contracl
Camp;n:nug%t;;-l ll DCraft from m,.r?';chcdulc Bank from any schedule Bank of signing
::)F?S(EL oy ' l of Bangladesh Bangladesh

17. Name of official Inviang Md. Abdus Samad
Tender

18. Designation of official nviting Convener, Procurement committee
Tender

19 Address of official Inviting Ashuganj Power Station Co. Ltd. Ashuganj,B-Baria,Bangladesh.
Tender |

20, Contract details of official Tel - 08528-74033  Fax : 08528-74044, E-mail: proc aps@blib.netLbd
lnviting Tender Website : www.apscl.com

21 The procurning enfity reserves (ne right to accept or reject all tenders

s 210108

Convener
Procurement Commillee,
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Melamine in global food chain

FROM PAGE 16
chances is Pranee Suankaew, a home-
maker in Bangkok, Thaitland

"Let's go, let's go," the 37-year-old
mother said as she tugged her 4-year-
old away from the candy aisle where he
eagerly eyved a bag of M&Ms, "We're
getting you fruit and a lollipop. There's
nomuilkinthat.”

LDP to talk

FROM PAGE 16

Ahmed yesterday said, "We are still in
the Awami League-led grand alliance
formed earlier. There will be ameeting
with that party on November 7. But
nothing will be finalised until Sheikh
Hasinareturns home.”

Addressing a meeting of the
national executive committee of LDP
at its Maghbazar central office in the
capital, Oli claimed that it would not
be possible for any party to assume
power withoutthe help ofhis party

He urged AL leaders to give up the
'mentality of using LDP' to serve their
own interests,

Without naming BNP, Oli, who was
astanding ¢ommitfee memberofthat
party, said door is open for them to
join another coalition since a 'big
party' is urging them to go to their
camp for contesting the December 18
poll.

On the remarks against his party
made by AL grassroots leaders in
different areas including his consttu-
encyin Chittagong, the LDP chief said
these threaten formation of a grand
alliance.

He called upon the AL central
leadership to act in a 'responsible
way' and ensure that local level AL
leaders refrain from speaking this way.

Oli instructed is party leaders to
make all out preparations for the
national election.

The LDP president alleged thatthe
government has 'surrendered’ to
corrupt people due to unknown
reasons, and made an accord to bring
them to power. He asked his party
men to resist all ‘'unhealthy deals'ina
democraticway.

He demanded immediate lifing of
the state ofemergency to pave the way
for a free and fair election. If the gov-
emment commits any mistake In
holding the election on time, the
nation would have to pay heavily for
this, headded.

TheLDP presidenturged aspirants
for party tickets to collect nomination
forms from the party office from
November 710 10.

Oli said it would not be tough for
his party to come out victorious in 40
to 50 constituencies.

LDP Executive President Sheikh
Razzak Ali said they wantlong awaited
changes in the country throughmean-
ingful reforms in every field including
the administration and judiciary. He
suggested formation of village courts
to deal with litigations in rural areas
since several lakh cases have been
pendingwith differenttrial courts.

LDP Secretary General Jahanara
Begum presented organisational
report at the meeting claiming that
committees of the party have been
formed in 40 districts.

Party presidium members Alamgir
Kabir, Redowan Ahmed, Abdul Kanim
and Syed Didar Bakth, among others,
were presentatthemeeting.

A projact linanced by
the Evropesan Union

annual basis upon satisfactory performance.

1. Economic Development Cluster Leader

November, 2008,

"Women are strongly

Vacancy Announcement

Promotion of Development and Confidence
Building in the Chittagong Hill Tracts

United Nations Development Programme in Bangladesh announces vacancies for the
following position for "UNDP-Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Facility' under "Service
Contract” modality. The duration of the contract is one year initially and subject to renewal on an

For details of the Terms of Reference and instructions to apply, please visit our website:

hitp:/www.undp.org.bd/jobs, Hard copies of the TOR'

Dhaka, Rangamati, Khagrachari and Bandarban. Applications should be

“Only short-listed candidates will be contacted. Submitted documents will not be returned to the applicants”
encouraged to apply”

s can be collected from UNDP-CHTDF Offices of
submitted no later than 15th

DIP

Bangladesh

She said she usually givesin to avoid
tantrums. "But this tme, 1 told him, no,
no,no."

Experts say melamine sometimes
accidentally leaches into the food
supply in low levels, from things like
plastic dinnerware. It can also seep in
from some pesticidesand fertilisers,

But in China it's become clear that
thechemicalisdeliberatelyadded.

The baby formula set off a global
recall of foods made with Chinese dairy
products and sparked raids in super-
markets across Asia. Twelve truckloads
of candy, yogurt and other dairy-based
goods were burned in Indonesia’s
capital, Jakarta, justthisweek.

In light of Thursday reports by state
media on the widespread use of the
chemical in animal feed, health experts
say the government clearly knew mela-
mine was being added for more than a
year, since contaminated dog food
made it to markets in North America,
but didn't crack down on producers as
promised.

With the scandal escalating, Chinese
leaders are now desperate to clean up
the country's image, making dozens of
arrests in recent weeks and firing local
and even high-level officials for negli-
gence.

John Chapple, a Singapore-based
adviser to Sinoanalytica, a food analysis
laboratory in the Chinese city of
Qingdao, said the deasion to allow state
media to report on the years of mela-
mine use seems to show the govern-
ment is ready to be more active in deal-
ingwithfood safety.

"However, oneisnotgoingtochange
a hierarchical government system
overnight,” he added. "Itisusually going
to be slow to start 1o react to a crisis, but
quicktofinallynailit.”

Though China has vowed to boost
inspections for melamine contamina-
tion, it will be difficult to monitor the
countless small, illegally operaung
manufacturers found across the coun-
try,otherexpertssaid.

"It could take five or even 10 years”
before some companies stop addingthe
chemical to food products, said Yan, of
the USGrains Council.

WB lends $350m

FROM PAGE 16

strengthen the institutional capacity
of three implementing agencies: Gas
Transmission Company Ltd,
Electricity Generation Company of
Bangladesh, and Power Grid
Company of Bangladesh.

"This includes environmental
and social impact management, and
measures to bolster corporate gover-
nance, address corruption nisk, and
assure good procurement and finan-
cial management practices,” said
Alan Townsend, senior energy spe-
cialistand taskleader for the project.

According to a WB press release,
while Bangladesh has posted eco-
nomic growth averaging over 6
percent in the past five years, inade-

quate infrastructure, especially |

unreliable power supply, remains a
significant constraint on growth.
Manufacturers, surveyed in the WB's
most recent Investment Climate
Assessment, estimate that power
shortages cost them around 12
percent in lost sales on an annual
basis.

The WB had stopped energy
sector lending in Bangladesh as the

| country failed to fulfil several of its
conditions including reduction ol |

systems loss to a certain level and
performance improvement. The
lending was also stopped to push
Bangladesh to open up the energy
sector for private sector.

Earlier this year, a WB report on
this loan said investment has lagged
for years while recent power and gas
sector master plan identified a need
for investrnent of greater than 2
percent of the GDP or about $1.5
billion a year. The actual investment
for the last few years has been only
aboutone-third of thatlevel.

The WB has set a number of con-
ditions for investing in the country’'s
power sector: procurement of pri-
vately financed power, institutional
strengthening of Bangladesh Energy
Regulatory Commission, corporati-
sation of South Zone Power
Distribution Company, strengthen-
ing the Rural Electrification Board,
and stabilising the finances of the

Bangladesh Power Development |

Board.

US forces kill 19 militants
in Afghanistan

AP, Kabul

p——

A series of operations by US forces
in eastern Afghanistan targeted an
al-Qaeda leader and a bomb-
makingcell, killing 19 militants, the
coalition said Saturday.

An Alghan police chief said
officials were checking uncon-
firmed reports that civilians may
have been killed.

The operations took place
Friday in Nangarhar and Khost
provinces, volatile regions along
the Pakistan border.

In the deadliest operation, the
coalition said it killed 10 militants
during a strike against a bomb-
making cell under the command of
Jalaluddin Hagqani, a fierce mili-
tant leader believed to operate out
of Pakistan.

Wazir Pacha, the spokesman for

Khost's provineial police chief, said
a delegation of police had been
sent to investigate following
unconfirmed reports of civilian
deaths,

The governor of Khost,
Arsallah Jamal, said he did not
believe any civilians had been
killed but that officials wanted to
make sure. He said it was unlikely
that civilians would have been in
the region where the operation
ook place,

Lt Comm Walter Matthews, a
US military spokesman, said his
office had not received any
reports of injuries or deaths to
civilians.

"We go well out of our way to
plan those operations and we do
whatever we can to make sure we
don’'tharm any civilians,” hesaid.

Civilian deaths have long been a

problem in Afghanistan for US and
Nato forces, and President Hamid
Karzai has repeatedly pleaded with
international troops to avoid such
killings, which undermine support
for the government and turn
Afghans against the US and Nato.
In a separate operation in
Nangarhar, the coalition said it
targeted a known al-Qaeda leader
believed to help move foreign
fighters and weapons into Kunar
province. The coalition said armed
militants engaged the force with
guniire. Coalition troops returned
fire and killed five militants,
includingan armed female.
Afghanistanis suffering through
one of the most violent years since
the 2001 US-led invasion that
ousted the Taliban's hard-line
Islamist regime for sheltering al-
Qaeda’s terrorist organisation.
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PHOTO: AFP

Pakistani tribal youths look at a destroyed vehicle in Mir Ali, a town in the troubled North Waziristan region bordering
Afghanistan yesterday, a day after US air strike. Abu Jihad al-Masri, a wanted Egyptian al-Qaeda operative who has
appeared in some of the terror network's videos was killed in a suspected US missile strike in Pakistan.

Bombing onslaught ups
ante in India's northeast

AP, Guwahati,

[t's hard to keep the insurgent groups
straight in India's far eastern region:
the United Liberation Front of Asom,
the National Democratic Front of
Bodoland, the Gorkha Tiger Force
and manymore.

But despite years of violence,
no one had seen anything like
the 13 coordinated bombs that
killed 77 people and wounded
hundreds in four towns
Thursday raising the possibility
that better-armed, better-

trained militants have joined
the fray.

The groups are battling for
power, for ethnic pride and for
control of drug routes in India's
northeast, an isolated collection
of seven states and hundreds of
ethnic groups and subgroups.
They fight the government and
they fight each other in a region
crippled by poverty and political
chaos.

Many of the movements are small
and poorly armed. A couple of the
larger ones can put together fairly

well-armed assaults and bloody
bombings. Over the past decade, the
violence has killed more than 10,000
people.

The United Liberation Front of
Asom, which wants an independ-
ent state for the region's ethnic
Assamese, is the largest of the
northeast's myriad militant
groups and the main suspect in
Thursday's attack.

Few here, though, believe the
group is capable of carrying out
such a sophisticated attack, at least
notonits own.
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Tender No. FDC/PD-Import/2007-2008/7/Re/33

International Re-Tender for Import of 35mm
Color Picture Negative Film

Bangladesh Film Development Corporation
Tejgaon, Dhaka-1208

Date: 28/10/2008

01 Ministry/Division

Ministry of Information, Govemment of Bangladesh.

02 Agency

Bangladesh Film Development Corporation, Dhaka.

03 Procuring entity name

Manaaging Director, BFDC.

04 Procuring entity distnct

Dhaka, Bangladesh.

05 Invitation for

Import of 35mm Color Picture Negative Film.

06 Invitation for Ref. No

FDC/PD-Import/2007-2008/7/Re/33.

07 Dated 28/10/2008.

08 Procurement method Open Tendering Method (OTM).
09 Budget and source of fund Revenue.

10 Tender package No. 1 No.

11 Tender package name

Import of 35mm Color Picture Negative Film.

12 Tender publication date

dt. 30/10/2008.

13 Tender last selling date & time

dt. 30/11/2008 up to 5.00pm.

14 Tender closing date & time

dt. 01/12/2008 up to 2.00pm.

15 Tender opening date & time

dt. 01/12/2008 at 2.30pm.

16 Name & address of office(s)
i) Selling of tender documents

1208.

) Cash Counter of Accounts Section, BFDC, Tejgaon, Dhaka-

i) Receiving of
document

tender

Dhaka-1208.

i) Office of the Deputy Director (Procurement), BFDC, Tejgaon,

i) Opening of tender document

Dhaka-1208.

i) Office ¢: the Deputy Director (Procurement), BFDC, Tejgaon,

17 Eligibility of tenderer

(original),

d) Up-to-date  trade

(attested).

The tenderer/local agent should have:

a) Professional capability, technical qualification & personnel,
reputation, experience, equipment, financial resources.

b) Agency certificate from the manufacturer to participate in the bid

¢) Ragistration from CCl & E and Bangladesh Bank.

licence
Corporation/authentic authonty of Bangladesh.

e) Up-to-date income tax GIR/TIN certificate & VAT registration

issued by  Municipal

18 Brief description of goods

import of 35mm Color Picture Negative Film.

19 Price of tender document (Tk)

Tk. 3000/ (three thousand) only.

Lot [ Identfication of ot | Location Tender security amount (Tk) Completion time
No. in weeks/months
0 1 Import of 33mm | BFDC, Te1j on, | Tk 10,00,000/- (Ten lac) on s per schedule
No Color Picture Dhaka-1208 by Pay- Order/Bank Draft/B
Negative Film (except Uttara Bank Ltd).

21 Name of official inviting tender

SM Kaiser Hossain Mallick.

Designation of official inviting tender

Deputy Director {Procurement).

23 | Address of official inviting tender

Dhaka-1208,

Bangladesh Film Development Corporation, Tejgaon,

54 | Contact details of official inviting tender

Tel; 8120204, Fax: 88029137280,

25 The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders,

GD-4953

SM Kaiser Hossain Mallick
Deputy Director (Procurem
q Director of

on behalf of Manag

FDC
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