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Nationwide celebration of Udichi’s 40th anniversary

Vow to fight aggression on cultural activities
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A scene from 'Abiram Jatra'.

screening, music, drama and recitation. On the occasion,
artists Pradip Ghosh, Shakti Noman, Zahid Mustafa and
Anwar Hossain presented four artworks on the theme of the
organisation's commitment to cultural practices. The paint-
ings were done atthe event.

tion of the baul sculptures recently, was also expressed in the
speeches,

“Through ongoing cultural activities, people try to uphold
their heritage that speaks of humanity. It is the responsibility
of every cultural activist to speak out against any attempt to
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! Artist Tarun Ghosh goes solo, fi'nally g

SHARIER KHAN

Who would believe that a
national award-winning
artist like Tarun Ghosh
has never had a solo exhi-
bition in his career span-
ning 35 years? And it

worked on another 100 gy
S0 paintings -- part of
series on the mythical
character 'Behula,'” he
recalls.

After these, Tarun
turned to painting birds,
portraits, various aspects

Eminent personalities Hayat Mamud (former president  damage this heritage,” said Jatin Sarkar in his speech. probably would not have ?:;E:::E and his personal
of Udichi), Nasiruddin Yousuff and M, Hamid were present Designer of Udichi's flag, artist Anwar Hossain and the logo happened, if the modest “Many of these works .
at the inauguration. A documentary featuring the history  designerlate Amin Hossain were also honoured at the event. Tarun’s artist friends have bg:n sold out and
and activities of the organisation was screened after the The cultural programme began with a performance by Goutam Chakraborty and tilor. ¢ lade lud _
inauguration. The documentary addressed the heinous  Wrishiz Shilpi Gosthi. Artistes of Wrishiz inspired the enthu- Kazi Rakib had not kn 7 f {J d th ;nt
grenade attack on the artistes of Udichi in 1999, In the dis-  sjastic audience with their popular ganosangeet titled pushed him to shed off his e k:n ulder SR
cussion that followed, CPB president Manzurul Ahsan “Rakto diye kinlam Bangla" and “Bhoy ki moroney.” Udichi reluctance. these works co not be

Khan; former general secretary of Udichi, Rezaul Karim
Siddiqui; general secretary of the first central committee of
Udichi, Golam Mohammad Idu and Udichi's current gen-
eral secretary Mahmud Selim spoke on the organisation's
contribution to our cultural arena,

then staged their musical play “Jatra Abiram,” a vibrant
performance featuring songs, recitation, acting and video
clips depicting the views and activities of the organisation.
“Jatra Abiram” has been written by Mahmud Selim and
directed by Amit Ranjan Dey and Ratan Deb. Cultural

Art connoisseurs
behold, Tarun is finally
holding his solo exhibi-
tion at Galleri Kaya
(House 20, Road

included in the exhibit),
Some series are no longer
intact,” he says.

Tarun's exhibition will
be inaugurated by the

. . 16,
NADIASARWAT A vow to fight the present rise of fundamentalism and  organisation Kranti also performed at the event. Udichi's Sector 4, Uttara), starting Ambassador of Denmark,
aggression on arts in the country as reflected by the destruc-  Narayanganjbranch presented Lalon songs. today, , Einar H Jensen at the
MR H . v , : e Titled “Myth, Memory Galleri Kaya premises this
Udichi Shilpi Goshthi, an organisation that considers cul-

tural revolution to be the decisive factor in social change,
celebrated its 40th anniversary on October 29 at the
National Theatre Stage, Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy.
Founded by writer-journalist and political activist Satyen
Sen, Udichi formally started its journey in 1968. The root of
the organisation traces back to the mass upsurge against an
autocracy. Throughout the decades, Udichi always has been
apartof the major political and cultural movements.

Tebhaga Movement veteran, Kamakkhya Roy
Chowdhury, inaugurated the event by lighting 40 candles at
National Theatre Stage premises. President of Bangladesh
Udichi Shilpi Gosthi, Jatin Sarker, hoisted the organisation's
flag while artistes of the organisation rendered the National
Anthem and the anthem of the organisation.

With the slogan “Banchabo Amar Desh, Jabena Ta
Shotrur Dokholey,” (we'll protect our country, won't let
enemies take over), the anniversary programme included a
reunion of the current and former members and well-
wishers of the organisation, discussion, documentary
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Jessore Udichi unit has organised a five-day programme on the occasion of
the organisation's 40th anniversary. On Wednesday morning Udichi mem-
bers placed wreaths on the Shaheed Minar. Deputy Commissioner (DC) of

Jessor, Nepur Ahmed, inaugurated the ceremony.

Wednesday's programme included discussion, poetry recitation, dance,

‘'geetinaksha,” and aplay "Guptabidya” at the BD hall.

According to Jessore Udichi secretary Sukumar Das, yesterday's programme
included "Biraltantra” staged by Bagerhat Rudra Natyadal, "Juddho

---------------------

Artistes of Udichi perform at the programme.
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KONGKON KARMAKER, Dinajpur

Dinajpur unit of Bangladesh Udichi Shilipi Gosthi
kicked off a two daylong celebration programme
on the occasion of the organisation's 40th anniver-

sary with discussion, procession and plays.

The progra-
mme began at
Dinajpur Nattya
IR R ¢ g e R
Auditorium on
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The recent surge of assault on the arts and
cultural practices was the highlight of the discus-
sion. Speakers urged the government to take a
definitive stance against this aggression.

They also criticised Dinajpur Deputy
Commissioner's stance as he declined to let
Dinajpur Udichi bring out a procession on its
anniversary. Speakers also urged the caretaker
government to restore the "baul sculpture” in
front ofthe Zia International Airport.

Udichi started
its journey in
1968 and now
has around 300

and Motherland,” the
exhibition showcases five
sculptures made of stone,
wood and metal, 10 large
paintings and 87 other
paintings. Tarun completed these between 1973 and
2008, using oil, acrylic, ink, gouache, watercolour and
mixed media.

“I didn’t hold a solo exhibition before because 1
was not satisfied with my past series of artworks. |
always wanted to hold my exhibition with a series of
works,” Tarun says. Though this exhibition does not
exclusively focus on a single series, visitors will see a
number of his works on the series of Behula myth and
the Liberation War.

“From the beginning of my career till 1989, I have
painted a series on the Liberation War on 6 ft x 8 ft
canvases. | made some 60 to 70 paintings. Then |

evening. Among others,
eminent artist Monirul
Islam is set to attend the
inaugural.

One of the first stu-
dents to enroll in the
College of Arts (now the Faculty of Arts, Dhaka
University) after the country’s independence, Tarun
was inspired to follow a new direction in art. He
exhibited his first works in 1974 at the Ant College
Gallery. By 1977, he finished Art College. After work-
ing at the Rajshahi Art College as a teacher for a few
years, he went to the MS University in Baroda, Indiain
1982 to obtain his masters degree. Tarun won the best
prize at the National Art Exhibition in 1996 and a Gold
Medal at the seventh Asian Art Biennial, 1997.

The exhibition at Galleri Kaya will end on
November 14.

. Altaf Mahmud remembered |

JAMIL MAHMUD
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Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy (BSA) arranged a
discussion and cultural programme at its Music and
Dance Centre on October 29 in memory of the mar-
tyred music composer Altaf Mahmud. Renowned
singer Syed Abdul
Hadi and noted
theatre personality
Nasiruddin Yousuff
-- both of whom

programme started with a group rendition of “Aamar
bhai-er roktey rangano.” Though the song was first
composed by the late Abdul Latf, Altaf Mahmud re-
composed the songwhich became popular.

Students of Altaf Mahmud Sangeet Bidya Niketan
performed "Ghumer deshey ghum bhangatey” and
"Aami ek Spartacus.” Biplab Sarkar and Maliha Matin
rendered a duet,
"Ogo sundari.”
Theatre personality
Shimul Yousuf also
rendered songs at

Shadhinota” by Narail Chitra Theatre, and "Phool-er Biye" by Magura Udichi. i p o T e branches across worked with Altaf the programme.

. Togay Kina: Udichi wll) stegeiGhanmsia Chuadanga Darshana. « 3 1, We dinesd oy oMow ;,mnwmmnw thecountry. - - | | Mahmud --, remiy - Altaf rieimad

£hitban Theater will Stage “Beej,” Jessore Hallahal will stage "Shekor,|' and| night. B 07 ST A A S ke 1l Sy A'cultural ‘nisced on ‘his' lifé was beorn in

Jessore Udichiwill stage "Jodi Amra Shobai." ~Md. A bdul s programine and works at the Patarchar village,
Kalam Azad, featuring perfor- programme. Barisal. He studied
local cultural %] mances by art- "Altaf Mahmud

e

personality and
chief adviser of

istes of Dinajpur
Udichi unit fol-

|

o | unit, attended the discussion as chief guest. Dr.

| - Masudul Haque, professor of Dinajpur
Government College; Sunil Kumar Majumdar;
Advocate Liaquat Ali; Mirza Anwarul Islam Tanu,
convenor of Dinajpur Sammillito Sangskritik Jote
and vice-president of Dinajpur Udichi unit and
Md. Azadullah Sarkar, joint general secretary of

Anna Adhikary sang a Lalon Geeti. Laximi Kanta
Royrendered "Ki korey bolibo ami," asong popu-
lanised by Sabina Yasmin. Shikriti Das sang "Amer
du chokh bhora shapno.” Pallab and his troupe
performed three dance compositions.

The first day's programme ended with a play
featuring the shutting down of Adamjee Jute Mill,

inspired Bengali
nationalism

Abdul Hadi said,
"Altaf Mahmud Students sing at the event.
popularised gono-

sangeet along with few other artistes.” Sunil Chandra
Das, director, Music and Dance Centre, BSA gave the
welcome speech, while Bhuiyan Shafiqul Islam, direc-
tor general, BSA, presided over the programme.

at BM College
before he went to

X, bEN. e o =9 : Calcutta to study

e g - \al. Yo Dinajpur Udichi —  lowed the discus- through his compo- painting at Calcutta
; = a N A g TR RACROY TEEATS. Jsion. sitions,” said Arts School.

: oY g ’f. S = B - theprogramme.  Pegrformance by the artistes of Udichi's Dinajpur Branch. The progra- Nasiruddin Yousuff. In -’ 1950,

waT ) + - Md. Azizul _ s mme started In his speech, SRl canies o

4 - ', Imam Chowdhury, president of Dinajpur Udichi  with a choral rendition of an 'adhunik’ song. chief guest Syed Dhaka and joined

Dhumketu Shilpi
Shangho. During
the '50s, he sang
gono-sangeet to inspire the activists of the Language
Movement. During the Liberation War, Mahmud
assisted the freedom fighters actively and was
arrested by the Pakistaniarmy on August 30, 1971.
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