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Cristiano Ronaldo

(MU's Portuguese superstar)

I want to do the same as last sea-
son. I don't need to prove anything
to anyone. I just want to keep prouv
ing to myself that I am a good
player.”
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series after losing the previous match
in Mohali by 320 runs. The opener in
Bangalore ended in a draw.
Tensions between the two
teams came to the boil when
Gambhir apparently elbowed

The trouble started when Katich
apparently tried to obstruct
Gambhir from taking a run and the
Indian made his displeasure clear.
Katich charged at Gambhir but
Michael Clarke pulled him away

in the last over before tea.
Tendulkar, 35, looked in sub-
lime touch during his knock, whip-
ping Cameron White past extra-
cover and followingitup with aslog

SEE PAGE 18 COL 2

INTERNET, New Delhi

It was four years ago when Gautam
Gambhir made his Test debut
against the same opposition.
Although India won that game on a
minefield in Mumbai, Gambhir
made for little impact which was
followed by indifferent form that
saw him on the sidelines soon after,
with a Test hundred against
Bangladesh to boot.

But looking at his back-to-back
hundreds in Mohali and Delhi,
both of which came under signifi-
cantly different circumstances, it's
hard to think Gambhir took this
longto make the transition.

"When I made my debut against
Australia, I was too nervous. [ put
too much pressure on myself
because | wanted to score runs
against them badly," Gambhir
lamented on a game which is more
remembered for a part-time spin-
ner's exploits.

The left-hander, however, now
looks the part. After being dis-
missed as merely a dasher in the

one-day variety for a large part of

his career, he has come of age in
this series,

"I motivated myself to do well
against Australia. [ have often been

criticised for not going on to make
bigger scores after getting good
starts. Butthis time I thought that if

SEE PAGE 1B COL 5

Glorious Gambhir

; PHOTO. AFP
India batsman Guatam Gambhir square drives on his way to a sparkling

unbeaten 149 on the first day of the third Test against Australia at the Feroz
Shah Kotla Stadium in Delhi on Wednesday.

headded.

The New Zealand skipper, who
was adjudged man-of-the-match
and man-of-the-series in the Test,
also said that they had never
underestimated Bangladesh in
their own condition.

"I don't think at any stage our
side underestimated Bangladesh.
From the start I had said that it is
going to be a difficult tour so whilst

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

Milestones for
Anil & Sachin

PTI1, New Delhi

As opener Gautam Gambhir
hogged the limelight on the first
day of third Test of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy at the Feroz Shah
Kotla stadium here, India skipper

‘Anil Kumble quietly touched

another milestone, becoming the
second most capped Indian Test
player.

Playing in his 132nd Test match,
Kumble on Wednesday went past
compatriot Kapil Dev who played
in 131 matches between 1978 and
1994.

The 3B-year-old leg-spinner,
who started his Test career way
back in 1990, is now in the joint
sixth spot with former West Indies
fast bowler Courtney Walsh in the

most capped Test players' listin the |

world.

Kumble is behind England's
Alec Stewart (133), Australian
Shane Warne (145), Sachin
Tendulkar (153rd including Kotla
Test) and former Aussie captains
Allan Border (156) and Steve
Waugh (168).

Kumble is set to leave Walsh
behind and draw level with Stewart
when heleads the Indian side in the
next Test against Australia in
Nagpur,

SEE PAGE 18 COL 1

Argentinian Football Association
president Julio Grondona.

"During the conversation with
Grondona and Bilardo it became
clear that I was to coach the team,”
said Maradona, whose interna-
tional playing career came to an
ignominious end when he failed a
dope test at the 1994 World Cup
finals.

"However, | am going to listen to
everything Bilardo has to say. He is
going to help me as we can't leave
someone with the success, experi-
ence and knowledge he brings on
the sidelines.

"Grondona's ideas are the same
as mine and Bilardo's. My job will
be to go and watch the players as
often as possible.

The idea is to return the squad
to the spiritof 1986."

Maradona - who also was part of

DIEGO MARADONA

Long gap worries giants

Brothers-Mohammedan match today

SPORTS REPORTER

Playing a com-
petitive match
after three
weeks could
play confusion
over the minds
of local giants
Mohammedan and Brothers
Union when they meet today in the
Citycell B. League, which resumes
after a six-day break due to inclem-
entweather.

The fifth round match -- being
staged late due to a revised sched-
ule -- will kick off at 5 pm at the
Bangabandhu National Stadium.

Both the teams had a number of
representatives in the national team
which toured Malaysia for the
Merdeka Cup earlier this month and

neither played since the fourthround.

Mohammedan's last game was
a 7-0 crushing of Muktjoddha on
October 7 while Brothers survived
against Arambagh on October 10
with late equalisersina2-2 draw.

Mohammedan are the team to
have played lowest number of
matches so far and the Black and
Whites have won two out of three
outings. Their only draw came
against Chittagong Abahani at
home in the opening round but
since then, Maruful Haque's side
have shown that they are a real
contender to add the B. League title
to their showcase after winning the
Federation Cup,

Like all tide contenders, Wasim
Igbal's Brothers who have played
four matches so far, also stumbled
in their opener but consecutive

wins against Khulna Abahani and
Chittagong Abahani had put them
on top of the table before another
slip against Arambagh.

"Long gaps are worrying. With
four players in the national squad
and inclement weather disrupting
training, the whole team have
gone through a state of slacken-
ing, " said Brothers manager Amer
Khan lastnight.

“The main problem would be the
combination, and we won't know
about the real condition until the
match starts. It would also be the
same for Mohammedan as they are
going to play after a long time toa
Also, it would be our first match of
the season against them, which
means we have to be cautious.

"Still, it"s a vital mateh for us and
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Ignorance is A lost Opp()I tunlty
bliss SPORTS REPORTER "We Fccdc}d one little break- Sm:thhfﬁca. 3>
through inthe Testseries. With it we In South Africa'if our top four
(s The just con- would have won the Test match in  players fail like that then we cannot
SPORTS REPORTER \> - cluded home Chittagong. It's exciting to have expect our five six and sevenh 10
: - it to i | | ' ' iti ' : ime. It won't hap-
' ' to admit t 0- '~ series against New  been in a position to win the series.  save us all the time
‘r':nuct:elsnlltt s;;%;f;’ ill Wislg?lﬂl . Zealand would be  Wedidn‘tdoitbutitwasalotoffun pen. They have a good attack and
) respectful for Mohammad 1” - remembered as a  for us this time around because we  we need our top four to play well.
- Ashraful when the Bangladesh BRACEANE | lost opportunity  could have won the series," he Weare gclﬁnglelduwn atthe mp.rlf
fain said that he was not aware L LT f“”-heT'E‘-’”'; added. we are going to be successful in
of thenules offollow-on in the rain- L And that’s ‘1']” Despite his side pushing the South Africa, hopefully we can be,
nterruptedTest match. reason Bangladesh coach Jami€  papiel Vettori led Kiwis in the we need to get our top four firing,”
B axungy, was stiniied whtn Siddons said after the third and ¢ /j.q Siddons expressed concern  he said reflecting on his side's
L R o Ee d:lr: : final Test match y estarday that: ," about his side's inconsistent bat-  battingin the series.
Sher- PESt-Ta;ic;‘ﬁ:?::lgrtLgdﬂ:mi: could b'e T DU, 318 ting, especially the way the top "We just got to stay disciplined.
-Sheb:; Ttgr::lay'that his side were disap pn:ntlflg. v di P order batsmen failed in the series, We are working hard on leaving the
}?orlgin }?nvardt 63 runs to avoid It was especially 3050 Hhabedoka ahead of the tough challenge in SEE PAGE 18 COL 2
&0 = = because of the way his batsmen
the EoH?w-un Y “:i S5 jeopardized their position even ina @
ZeaBlandt;2§§ fﬂ::%:ﬁ:fcém at virtually 'two-day Test'" after first A
leastultﬁa aes thfam forinterrupted th ft}'i'] dﬂi's Plﬂ}{WﬂS Wa?gfd Dtu;{'d LD "
. The Australian could not hide K o
m;:;:émeessﬁi:i;h :;: ;hugf:&lﬁswif his frustration when he said that F B "'"'"- | ANK P BRAC BANK
| z:; 1aymjgg25 place in the first three his side should won both one-day """» .
day!;nfthematch. and Test series against the Black
“Honestly speaking I didn't know Caps. It's seemed that losing the =
therulesand that'swhy our first target second one-day match at Mirpur
was to score 63 runs, * said Ashraful. still has been haunting the shaven-
The statement came as surprise headed Tigers boss.
as it's hard to believe that in the Bangladesh went to the second
team management nobody was one-day match with a hope of first-
not aware of the rules of the game ever series victory against any
to discuss about when the first major team other than Zimbabwe
'threedaysplayamwashndnut. , as they won the first r_natch by
One may even raise the question seven wickets, their maiden suc-
gl et Wehasling s COURETNAC: per cess against the Kiwis. And the
p!le,muther IR mc];ELupem-' bowlers paved the way by restrict-
! i _mmm;e: ,thhas_t m? a;n} ing New Zealand for 212 but the
1 mgﬂidmeﬁhcﬁ:;mnn g batsmen let down the chance to
‘ .i . feat.
*One should know this rule if he suffera75-runde ‘
plays international cricket. One has I think that we shnuj_d have
to come to know the laws if they probably won both series. We
have any lacking. And it's expected should have won the second one-
the people in the team manage- day game. We played very well in
ment were aware of the laws," said the first game but should have won
Gazi Ashraf Hossain, chairman of the second one. We batted very 2 A
gle? mdicﬁeil:“?:mt:?t?:nf g 5‘“:;"'? mh[hlflefgt‘;zr Lﬂfrg;ﬁtiﬂ? New Zealand captain Daniel Vettori (L) is handed the Brac Bank Test Series
E:;mlm:l Igthjlk?ts nothing new for PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN i? IET; ?n:f[ch." said Siddons trophy at the end of the rain-curtailed s:egond Test at the Sher-e—ﬁang!a
the players as they have had the Bangladesh's saviour Shakib Al Hasan pulls one through the wide mid-on region during his patient knock of 43 during the final day of the second Testagainst  expressing his opinion over the N'a.tmna_l Stadium on Wednesday. The Kiwis won 1-0 thanks to their nail-
?:E:nﬁncﬁcﬂﬁg;f?z ;gdeﬁf New Zealand atthe Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday. whole series. biting victory at Chittagong.
Day One India’ Kiwi captain | \M[aradona is back!
, I l1d S pleased . I 15 e
J . : Shane Watson while taking a sec- andBowdenstepped inpromptly. m the Argentinian side that muscled coach,” said Noray Nakis, the
A Cricket s ond run after the all-r%)under Clarke tried to downplay the | SPORTS REPORTER Sl FOOtba” L Lts way lntol the 1990 ﬁn;l ﬂnlt}.;]m Ercmdqnzofmcr.—ifgf;r:tlna rnnttljall
e (T T thingto th incidentlat . ave two players sent off as they Association (AFA) selection
AFP, New Delhi ::ai?nf:;:u s e ey mc:l?asa;;nu;ng at midwicket. 1 | NewZealand skipper DanielVettori | Agp, Buenos Aires lost 1-0 to then West Germany - commission.
bl ok "It was not deliberate," didn'thearwhattheyweresaying. ] expressed his satisfaction over his won crucial supportlastweek in his Basile resigned a fortnight ago
| - Opening batsman Gautam Gambbhir told reporters after the justtook away Katich and told him Sid'?-'; ?Ersllal;&:fﬂ;nﬁﬂﬂce against | Argentinian funlbsﬂ legend Eiebglu b:ldtn b;cql;nhegm;;h “Et::ntge nlilan aftcg}?ﬂwml;]:il Chull) ?[uzl]if}'in_g de}ir_'ac:
' i -b dav'splav. toletgo." Banglades ou It was not | Maradona capped a remarkable charged wi nding Alfio Bas le's 1o e which le em [n thir
Dld u K“OW? E:IZZEITI: f;;u::uk piu;:lrifl:ﬁaef; ay:qﬁ{pﬁ:ﬁ accidental. They were i %hg:ﬁustmljanvice-captain also | clean sweeps this time around as | comeback from a near fatal heart successor threw his weight behind place after 10 matches, seven
—— | 063 on anill-tempered firstdayof  desperate to get me out and said the team would try to take | hehadintendedbeforethetour. attack four years ago to being theWorld Cupwinningskipper. points adrift ofleaders Paraguay.
.Maud Barger-Wallach was the oldest US || the third Test against Austrgliahere  wanted to break my concentration. some quick wickets with the new "Overall I think we showed that | named coach of the national side 1'dlikeMaradona tobethenext SEE PAGE 18 COL 1
Open singles champion. Shewon thetiteat | onWednesday. It was one of those incidents that  ball on Thursday to put the hosts | We were the better side and we | hereonTuesday.
: X ' ' he in i : probably would have come away Maradona, who will be 48 on
the age of 37 years 244 days in 1908. Gambhir put on 130 runs with keep happening in international underpressure. _ : :
Sachin Tendulkar (68) and also cricket.” "Our bowlers tried veryhardona | With a 2-0 result (in the Tests] if | Thursday and who hasno top level
shared 139 runs with Venkatsai Watson unleashed a nasty flat wicket today. We should make there was more time," said Vettori, | coaching experience, Saldf J‘le |
Laxman (54 not out) for the unbro- bouncer in his next over but the new ball count now because | Who led from the front to ensure hnpedrm repeat the SUCCESIS 0 he |
ken fourth wicket after the hosts Gambhirresponded by lofting him  onceitgetsold, itbecomes easier for the 1-OTest series “C‘U_f}'aﬁffﬂz'l 1986 World Cup when 351?}3 ﬂ}'ﬂl € ]
were reeling at 27-2 in themorning  forasixoverlong-ontobringuphis the batsmen. So we will try to get | SUCCESS In the preceding one-day 1}}“5?{;73‘; tht:-;-]m _Elrtua y Singie- |
session. third Test century and second on  Gambhirearly with the newball.” watag ) : aﬂHf )’_;? bEU €. ot |
The opener, who bettered his the trot after his second-innings Laxman, playing his 99th Test, We came here towin the series. g “"f o .355:; '3201‘5"“?0[;"{1 :
» previous-best knock of 139 against 104 in Mohali. batted with composure amid all OI?VIUUSIYWE didn’t getachancein C‘“‘“‘?“US “'E“:}E Eb e ]
Bangladesh, was involved in verbal The left-hander, who has hit 20 the action around him, reaching | this last game, which was a short- | { ‘ip 121 S ; f‘:ﬁ lgﬁgg?t-u : |
sparring with the tourists, who fours and a six in his 285-ball his36th Testfifty. ened Test due to rain. Overall ITP L Egrh Cm?:; BEJ; o Ewho “;u hE ;
must avoid defeathereiftheyareto  knock, also became involved in a Tendulkar made a fine 68 with | Pretty happy. There were parts if fl?aa‘rec?;mffnul;a}i ’
keep alive their chances of retain-  spat with part-time bowler Simon 11 boundaries before edging | the game we were disappointed ET}llEir R AT :
ing the Border-Gavaskar trophy. Katich, forcing umpire Billy behind to wicketkeeper Brad | Withlikewhen Bangladesh LghZ LI UL Bt imacinn Ed f R o b
They trail 1-0 in the four-Test Bowdentointervene. Haddin off Mitchell Johnson (2-69) | topin parts of the first Test match, P b



